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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com 

Fifth grade can be an uncer-
tain place between childhood 
and adolescence. Friendships 
become more complicated, bod-
ies begin to change and ques-
tions about confidence, identity 
and belonging take 
on new importance.

A new 12-week 
after-school pro-
gram at the Glen 
Cove Library is 
designed to help 
girls navigate those 
changes together 
before they enter 
middle school.

“Middle school, 
as we all know, is a 
different beast,” 
said Lela Watson, 
founder and presi-
dent of I Am My 
Sister, the nonprofit behind the 
new GirlHood: Growing Up, 
Together program. “And we 
have found that some of the 
challenges, like mental health 
issues, confidence and self-
esteem or the lack thereof, it’s 
starting a lot earlier.”

GirlHood, which will begin 
Oct. 1, is designed specifically 
for fifth-grade girls and will 
address friendships, emotions, 
confidence, changing bodies, 

decision-making and finding 
one’s voice. Program creators, 
Watson explained, deliberately 
chose to reach girls before they 
make the transition to sixth 
grade.

“The GirlHood Program is a 
12-week program that really 
digs in to really get fifth-grad-

ers into a mindset 
o f  f o c u s i n g  o n 
themselves,” she 
said.

Participants will 
explore how their 
bodies are chang-
ing, how to develop 
positive friendships 
and how to navi-
gate conflicts as 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
become more com-
plicated. They will 
also be encouraged 
to think about who 
they are, what they 

believe and how they can turn 
to parents, teachers and others 
for support.

Rather than waiting until 
girls are struggling, Watson 
said, GirlHood is intended to 
introduce coping skills and 
resources earlier. A major com-
ponent will focus on relation-
ships, including what friend-
ship is — and what it isn’t — as 
well as helping girls distin-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

I t definitely 
helped 

Audrey with her 
confidence and 
her leadership 
skills.

CORTNEY CAPASSO
Parent

Joanne Yee/Herald

Christina Cammarata, Mayor Pamela Panzenbeck Theresa Paterson, and Michele Puckett Form 
with a memorial wreath during the city’s Sept. 11 remembrance ceremony, which honored four 
Glen Cove residents who died in the 2001 attacks.

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com 

Twenty-five years after the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks, Glen Cove residents gathered at 
Pratt Park to honor the lives lost and the 
first responders whose experiences that day 
remain with them a quarter-century later. 

At the city’s annual remembrance cere-
mony, the community paid special tribute to 
four Glen Cove residents who were killed in 
the attacks: Edward J. Lehman, Matthew T. 
McDermott, John F. Puckett and Joseph J. 
Zuccala.

“Twenty-five years have passed, yet the 
memory of 9/11 remains etched deeply in 

our hearts and minds,” Mayor Pamela Pan-
zenbecks said at the ceremony. “A day that, 
before its tragic events, was just a date.” 

Panzenbeck reflected on the images that 
have remained with Americans for a quar-
ter-century — smoke, fire and ash — as well 
as the thousands who left for work that 
morning and never returned to their fami-
lies.

“We also honor and remember the brav-
ery and extraordinary heroism shown by 
ordinary people living their everyday lives,” 
she said. “They were just like us.”

Among those taking part in the commem-
oration was Felix Cruz, 54, who grew up in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Remembering those who 
never came home on Sept. 11
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Locust Valley Central School District

APPLY NOW!

•  CERTIFIED SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS &  
TEACHING ASSISTANTS

• SCHOOL MONITORS • TEACHER AIDES

WE’RE 
HIRING

Go to the Locust Valley Central School District Human Resources Webpage to apply:  
https://www.locustvalleyschools.org/page/human-resources-appr

Instructional and Non-Instructional Roles

1363755

By JULIA GILLEGO
jgillego@liherald.com 

Rebound on the Road celebrated the 
graduation of its sixth cohort at Nassau 
Community College earlier this month, 
recognizing students who completed an 
intensive program designed to prepare 
them for careers in commercial truck-
ing while providing support focused on 
mental health, recovery and personal 
growth. 

The graduation, on Sept. 3, marked 
more than the completion of an eight-
week training program. It represented a 
new beginning for many participants. 

The program, founded by former 
NBA star Jayson Williams, is a partner-
ship between Rebound on the Road, Nas-
sau County and NCC. The program 
offers vocational training to people seek-
ing a second chance, helping partici-
pants earn commercial driver’s licenses.

For Jerry Kornbluth, NCC’s vice 
president of community and govern-
ment relations, the most meaningful 
part of the ceremony was seeing how 
much the students had changed over the 
course of eight weeks. 

“And when you see them, eight weeks 
later, at a graduation, and what they’re 
saying to the other people, and the 
camaraderie that they built, and the 
family that they built, they’re going to 

stay forever,” Kornbluth said. “They’re 
never going to go back to their old 
ways.” 

The program, Williams said, empha-
sizes professionalism, safety and disci-
pline. Participants train in driving, pre-
trip inspections and other skills needed 
to become commercial drivers.

But the program also places a strong 
emphasis on mental health. Students 
began their mornings with time devoted 

to reflection and discussion with mental 
health professionals before moving into 
their driving lessons.

“I don’t want to put them behind 
80,000 pounds if they’re not feeling it,” 
Williams said. “The psychiatrist and the 
psychotherapist are very important in 
what we do.”

The combination of training and sup-
port, he added, helps turn the partici-
pants not only into better drivers, but 

professionals prepared for long-term 
careers.

“The thing I’m most proud of is that 
we become family here,” Williams said.

That sense of community was echoed 
by graduate Emil Arthur-Ricketts, who 
said the program gave students an envi-
ronment in which they could support 
one another while working toward a 
common goal. 

“I really enjoyed it,” Arthur-Ricketts 
said. “I love the fact that it’s family-ori-
ented. It’s more than just trucking itself. 
It’s really about people coming together 
— brotherhood, fatherhood — and we all 
have a common goal in life.” 

The impact of the program extends 
beyond graduation day. Kornbluth said 
that more than 100 students who have 
graduated from the program have gone 
on to work driving trucks throughout 
the United States.

Williams said that graduates also 
remain connected, returning to support 
one another and helping open doors for 
future cohorts.

For the students celebrating at NCC, 
the ceremony marked both an ending 
and a beginning: the end of eight weeks 
of demanding training, and the start of 
careers built on responsibility, stability 
and the promise of a second chance.

For more information, visit Rebound-
ontheRoad.org.

Julia Gillego/Herald

Emil Arthur-Ricketts celebrating his completion of the Rebound on the Road program 
at Nassau Community college with his father, Martin Ricketts.

Trucking program at NCC offers fresh start 
Former NBA All-Star Jayson Williams’s course prepares trainees for new careers behind the wheel



3

GLEN COVE HERALD — Septem
ber 17, 2026

For Felix Cruz, the memories remain vivid
Glen Cove and graduated from Glen 
Cove High School before embarking on a 
career in law enforcement. Cruz was an 
NYPD officer on Sept. 11, 2001.

Cruz recounts his story
In a separate interview with the Her-

ald, Cruz recalled reporting to the 100th 
Precinct in Queens at 4:30 that morning. 
It was primary day, and he was assigned 
to election duty at a hous-
ing development.

At 8:46 a.m., the first 
plane struck the World 
Trade Center.

“They told us it was an 
accident,” Cruz recalled.

Then, at 9:03 a.m., the 
second plane struck.

“That’s when they said, 
‘We’re under attack,’” he 
said.

Cruz was ordered back 
to his precinct for reassign-
ment. He remembered offi-
cers trying to comprehend 
an emergency unlike anything they had 
been prepared to confront.

“This is a mission we weren’t pre-
pared for, but we had to keep the people 
of New York City safe,” Cruz said.

He was initially deployed as part of a 
response team as authorities faced the 
possibility of additional attacks. By the 
following morning, Cruz was sent to 
Ground Zero. 

What he encountered there has 
remained with him for 25 years.

“It was like a movie,” Cruz said. “It 
looked like a bomb kind of hit Manhat-
tan.”

The destruction was everywhere — 
shattered glass, crushed emergency 
vehicles and debris covering the sur-
rounding area. At one point, Cruz said; 
officers were warned that a building 
might collapse.

“I thought three things,” Cruz 
recalled. “I’m 29 years old, never got 
married, never had any children. I’m 
going to die.” 

But one of the experiences that 
affected Cruz most deeply did not 
involve running toward danger. It came 
while he was assigned to a barricade as 
relatives arrived carrying photographs 
of missing family members.

Parents, grandparents, siblings and 
children approached offi-
cers asking whether they 
had seen their loved ones. 

“What do you say to 
somebody who’s crying to 
you?” Cruz said. “They’re 
looking for hope, and we 
couldn’t give them any.” 

Instead, Cruz said, offi-
cers abandoned some of the 
physical distance ingrained 
in their law enforcement 
training. 

“What we did was do 
what our hearts told us to 
do,” he said. “We hugged 

them, we kissed them and we cried with 
them.” 

Those encounters remain vivid.
“To this day, I close my eyes, I can see 

every person I hugged, kissed and cried 
with,” Cruz said. “Twenty-five years 
later, it doesn’t just go away.”

Remembrance messages
That passage of time was also at the 

heart of Pastor John Burns’ message at 
Pratt Park. Twenty-five years means an 
increasing number of Americans have 
no personal memory of the attacks, he 
said, making the responsibility to pre-
serve their history more important.

Burns said he chooses to focus not on 
the evil behind the attacks, but on the 
courage demonstrated in response.

“I’ll remember the firemen who ran 
up the stairways knowing they would 

never come down, and the passengers 
storming the cockpit of a jet,” Burns 
said. “Yes, these are the heroes of 9/11, 
and they are the ones I remember who 
lit the candles to serve and save others.”

Cruz has made preserving those 
memories part of his life. He continues 
speaking about Sept. 11 because some of 
his fellow officers never returned home 
and others died years later after being 
exposed to toxins at Ground Zero.

Among them was his former class-
mate, Sgt. Natalie Pacifico Brill, who 
Cruz said died four years ago after hav-
ing worked at Ground Zero.

“Never forget, it’s not a catchphrase,” 
Cruz said. “It’s something we live with. 
It really is every single day.”

Panzenbeck also recognized first 

responders who survived the attacks but 
later died from illnesses associated with 
their exposure during the rescue and 
recovery efforts. 

“Their courage and selflessness will 
never be forgotten,” she said.

For Cruz, remembering Sept. 11 also 
means remembering what happened in 
its aftermath: strangers arriving to offer 
first responders food, water, embraces 
and simple words of encouragement.

“We might have fell down, but they 
picked us up,” Cruz said. “They said, 
‘You’re not going to fall down. We’re 
going to stand by you.’”

For him, that remains one of the 
enduring lessons of Sept. 11.

“We came together as one, as a coun-
try,” Cruz said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Roksana Amid/Herald photos

Felix Cruz, center, a Glen Cove High School graduate and a former NYPD officer who responded to the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, recounted his experience.

Matthew McCormack played taps during the Sept. 11 remembrance ceremony.

FELIX CRUZ
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Attorney advertising

Protecting Your Future 
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger

Attorneys-at-Law

ETTINGER LAW FIRM
ELDER LAW ESTATE PLANNING SINCE 1991

trustlaw.com
                 Trusts & Estates • Wills & Probate • Medicaid 

NO-COST CONSULTATION: 516-327-8880 or email info@trustlaw.com

100 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre • 3000 Marcus Ave., Lake Success 
Other offices in Huntington • Melville • Islandia

Visit us at trustlaw.com 
to learn more or search 

Ettinger Law on 
YouTube for our elder 

law estate 
planning videos

The Attorney-Client Relationship
Much can be said about the attorney-

client relationship but mainly it is a 
relationship built on trust.

The client trusts that the attorney is 
knowledgeable and has the client’s best 
interests at heart and, correspondingly, the 
client is respectful of the attorney’s time 
and counsel. As Lincoln famously said, “A 
lawyer’s time and advice are his stock in 
trade.” 

Some of the considerations in choosing 
an elder law estate planning firm should be:

• How long has the firm been in business
• How many attorneys does the 
  firm employ
• Does the firm have a succession plan
• Does the firm review the plan regularly 
• What do its clients say about the firm
• Does the firm charge for questions 
   or emails
• How does the firm set its fees 
While the client is interviewing the 

firm, the firm is also interviewing the client 

to see if there will be a good fit. 
Seeing as we undertake to review 

your estate plan every three years, the 
plan is more than just a transaction. It is 
the beginning of a lifelong relationship 
between the law firm and your family. We 
will be sharing your trials and tribulations, 
offering experienced counsel when issues, 
sometimes difficult ones, arise all along the 
way. Often, we will also be advising your 
children as to the administration of the 
estate after you pass. 

Relationship-wise, we strive to avoid 
negative relationships and situations as 
much as possible, allowing us to devote our 
full time and attention to the many fine and 
deserving clients we are privileged to serve. 

At Ettinger Law Firm we are proud 
to have earned over 500 five star Google 
reviews (trustlaw.com). Considering the 
time and effort our attorneys and your 
family are putting in, a strong attorney-client 
relationship is essential.
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BORN AND RAISED IN GLEN COVE 
Family have been Glen Cove residents for over 100 years.
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$980,000
26 Daniel Drive, Glen Cove 
4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

SOLD ABOVE ASKING PRICE!

MARY STANCO, CBR 
LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Laffey International Realty

SENIOR 
RESIDENTS 
SPECIALIST

CALL FOR A FREE 
MARKET ANALYSIS 

ON YOUR HOME
FORECLOSURE
SPECIALIST

516-351-6336
bhhslaffey.com/Mary-Stanco 
mstanco@bhhslaffey.com

HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com
■ E-MAIL: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com
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■ SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: subscriptions@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942
■ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460
■   DISPLAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: rglickman@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643
■ PUBLIC NOTICES: Ext. 232 E-mail: legalnotices@liherald.com 

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. Periodicals 
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A 72-year-old Glen Cove woman was 
convicted by a federal jury in Central 
Islip of wire fraud after prosecutors 
said she repeatedly submitted false 
workers’ compensation forms claiming 
she was totally and permanently dis-
abled and collected more than $900,000 
in federal disability benefits over nearly 
25 years.

Luann Middleton, a former United 
States Postal Service employee, was con-
victed Sept. 11 following a four-day trial 
before U.S. District Judge Gary R. 
Brown. She faces up to 20 years in pris-
on as well as financial penalties when 
she is sentenced.

According to evidence presented at 
trial, Middleton reported suffering a 
lower-back injury while working as a 
postal clerk in August 1997. She began 
receiving federal workers’ compensa-
tion benefits approximately three 
months later. She briefly returned to 
work in a limited-duty capacity in Feb-
ruary 1999 after a doctor determined she 
was capable of working, but later 
reported a recurrence of her back inju-
ry that she claimed left her totally and 
permanently disabled.

Middleton subsequently received 
workers’ compensation benefits equal to 
roughly two-thirds of her annual salary, 
tax-free. Between November 1997 and 
September 2022, prosecutors said she 
regularly submitted medical evalua-

tions and other records to the U.S. 
Department of Labor and USPS stating 
that she was unable to return to work or 
perform physical activities.

The investigation, however, docu-
mented Middleton engaging in a variety 
of physical activities between October 
2015 and March 2022. According to pros-
ecutors, those activities included clean-
ing out a garage, sitting through a 
movie for more than two hours, stand-
ing for more than an hour at a cookie-
decorating class, climbing stairs and 
shopping.

Investigators also obtained video foot-
age showing Middleton carrying grocer-
ies and laundry bags, lifting and reach-
ing for objects, bending to the floor and 
moving a bag of potting soil from a shop-
ping cart into her vehicle. Prosecutors 
said records from the USPS and Depart-
ment of Labor showed she received 
more than $900,000 in fraudulent work-
ers’ compensation benefits based on her 
claimed physical limitations.

The case was investigated by the U.S. 
Postal Service Office of Inspector Gen-
eral and the Department of Labor, with 
the prosecution handled by the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York’s Long Island Divi-
sion. Middleton is identified in court 
records as a Glen Cove resident.

–Roksana Amid

Woman convicted of wire 
fraud for disability benefits

CRIME WATCH

  Police Officer O’Neill arrested a 
27-year-old Glen Cove woman on Sept. 
5 for aggravated driving while intoxi-
cated, two counts of endangering the 
welfare of a child, failure to keep right 
and an unsafe lane change on Hen-
drick Avenue.

  Police Officer O’Neill arrested a 
28-year-old man from Locust Valley on 
Sept. 7 for driving while intoxicated 
and an unsafe lane change on Glen 

Cove Avenue.

  Police Officer O’Neill arrested a 
58-year-old Glen Cove man on Aug. 23 
for driving while intoxicated, drink-
ing alcohol in a vehicle and driving 
without lights on Glen Street.

  Police Officer Pedraita arrested a 
46-year-old man from Freeport on Aug. 
28 for two counts of criminal contempt 
on Putnam Avenue.

ARRESTS
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St. Francis Hospital & Heart Center®

Proud to be nationally 
ranked in 8 adult specialties

Year after year, St. Francis Hospital 
& Heart Center® is recognized 
by U.S. News & World Report as 
a national leader across multiple 
specialties. This year, St. Francis 
is ranked among the Top 20 
hospitals in the nation for 
Cardiology, Heart & Vascular 
Surgery and among the Top 5 
hospitals in New York State.

And while we are proud to be 
nationally ranked for cardiac care, 
our high level of excellence is 
clearly recognized across a number 
of services. With exceptional 
physicians, leading-edge clinical 
expertise, and a patient-centered 
approach, St. Francis sets the 
standard for outstanding care.

chsli.org/st-francis-hospitalLEARN MORE

SFH-US News 2026-Herald-10.25x12.75-PRNT.indd   1 7/27/26   15:45
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We’ve Got 
Specialists 
For That®

Give knee 
pain a  
red card.

516.536.2800 | orlincohen.com

OC2003_RM_Herald_Strip_10.25x2.5_Heart.indd   1 9/2/26   2:46 PM
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By REI WOLFSOHN
Correspondent  

For the 25th anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, 
Nassau County held a memorial service at the Harry 
Chapin Lakeside Theatre in Eisenhower Park. The 
commemorative evening brought together community 
members, elected officials, first responders, relatives 
of those who died and other mourners, all renewing 
the promise to carry forward the memories of those 
lost and to “Never Forget.”

During the ceremony, the names of the 349 Nassau 
County residents who perished on Sept. 11 were read 
aloud. Relatives of some of those who died took part in 
the reading, sharing stories of love and remembrance.

Three chaplains representing the Catholic, Protes-
tant and Jewish faiths led prayers for those who were 
lost and for those who continue to carry the weight of 
that day. Musical performances were given by Shulem 
Lemmer and One Purpose GospelShulem Lemmer and 
One Purpose Gospel gave musical performances. 

The introductory prayer was given by Nassau Coun-
ty’s fire chaplain, the Rev. Kevin Smith. He prayed for 
the families and loved ones left behind, for those who 
continue to honor the memory of the people they lost, 
and for those still suffering from 9/11-related illnesses. 

“We made a covenant and a vow to never forget,” 
Smith said during the ceremony held on Sept. 10. “As 
we come together tonight 25 years later, we’ve kept our 
promise and remain faithful to our vow.” 

The first family member who spoke, Margie Miller, 
offered a wider message about the loss felt by all. Her 
message was one of remembering them with honor, 
love and appreciation.

“Here we are 25 years later still grappling with the 
magnitude of Sept. 11,” Miller said, whose husband 
perished during the attacks. “Still processing, still 
burying, still remembering, still loving, still missing. 
The burden is ours and the honor is ours, all of us, to 
remember each soul lost, remember the stories, so that 
they will be remembered for the lives they lived and 
not the horrific way that they died.”

Between the first two sets of names, Nassau Coun-
ty’s police chaplain, the Rev. Derek A. Garcia shared a 
prayer, recognizing not only those who died that day, 
but also those still living with the tragedy — family 
members as well as victims who live with damage to 
their health from the event.

“Many still grieve,” Garcia said. “Many still feel the 
effects of that day in their hearts, and some in their 
bodies.” 

One family member, Susan Hutchins, spoke of her 
son, Kevin Colbert. But she didn’t want the day to go 
by without acknowledging all the lives lost that day. 

“25 years ago, 2,606 people got ready for work, not 
knowing it was the last time,” Hutchins said, “246 peo-
ple were getting ready for a flight, 343 firefighters, 60 
police officers and paramedics, and one K-9 dog.”

For everyone in attendance, they felt the person 

they lost was too young to die. Hutchins also remarked 
on the emotional experience of feeling that way. 

“People always talk about closure,” Hutchins said. 
“When someone you love leaves too early, there is no 
closure. I made a promise to myself that one day I 
would heal, but here I am 25 years later, still focused 
on putting one step in front of the other, stumbling, 
falling, getting back up, but moving forward.”

The final prayer of the memorial service was given 
by Rabbi Elie Weinstock of the Jewish Center of 
Atlantic BeachRabbi Elie Weinstock of the Jewish 
Center of Atlantic Beach gave the final prayer of the 
memorial service.

“We will always remember the courage of those 
who ran towards danger, the strength of those who 
survive and the resilience of families and communi-
ties that carried on,” Weinstock said. “We remember 
the heroism, the unity and the resolve that emerged 
from that horrific day.” 

Weinstock had one more message for those honor-
ing those lost on 9/11.

“May we leave here not only remembering the 
past,” Weinstock said, “but accepting the responsibili-
ty for the present and the future.”

Lemmer ended the ceremony with his rendition of 
the song “Hallelujah” by Leonard Cohen. Afterward, 
most attendees gathered in silence around Nassau 
County’s Sept. 11 memorial, beside the Eisenhower 
Park’s lake just feet from the ceremony site, to lay 
roses in honor of those who died.

Sharing grief and faith for Sept. 11 victims
Victims honored by Nassau County

Tim Baker/Herald photos

Mourners gathered around Nassau County’s Sept. 11 memorial in Eisenhower Park, which honors 349 county 
residents who perished during the attacks.

After the ceremony concluded, roses were placedlaid on 
the beds of the memorial.
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SECRETARY/PARALEGAL  
FOR OYSTER BAY LAW FIRM

THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS ONLY

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

TWO YEARS EXPERIENCE PREFERRED

HOURLY RATE: $25   

CONTACT VINCENT AT (516) 375-8985.

Helen Keller Services will hold its 
annual Helen’s 5K Run/Walk on Sunday, 
Sept. 20, at Sands Point Preserve, bring-
ing runners, walkers and participants 
of all abilities together to support pro-
grams serving individuals who are 
DeafBlind.

The event will feature a USATF-certi-
fied 5K course beginning at Sands Point 
Preserve, 127 Middle Neck Road, Sands 
Point, and finishing at the Helen Keller 
National Center campus. Check-in and 
race-day registration will take place 
from 7:45 to 9 a.m., with the race begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. A post-race celebration 
and community gathering will follow at 
the Helen Keller National Center, featur-
ing an awards ceremony, light refresh-
ments, vendor and community organiza-
tion tables.

This year’s race will support Destiny 
Home and communication access ser-
vices at Helen Keller National Center. 
Destiny Home is the only group home in 
New York State certified by the Office 
for People With Developmental Disabili-
ties to serve individuals who are Deaf-
Blind with intellectual disabilities.

Funds will also support communica-
tion access at Helen Keller National 
Center, including American Sign Lan-
guage and tactile interpreting, Support 
Service Provider services and assistive 
technology. The services are intended to 
help individuals who are DeafBlind 
work, learn and participate in their 
communities independently.

Leading the race will be Maricar 

Marquez, supervisor of independent liv-
ing at Helen Keller National Center. 
Marquez has worked at the center for 
nearly 20 years and is DeafBlind. She 
participates in road races and triathlons 
and was among the first runners who 
are DeafBlind trained through Guiding 
Eyes for the Blind’s Running Guides 
program. She trains and races with her 
guide dog, Cliff.

Registration is $35 for adults and $25 
for participants ages 1 to 17. Those reg-
istering for the in-person race by Sept. 1 
are guaranteed their preferred shirt 
size.

Participants who cannot attend in 
person can take part virtually from any-
where in the country. The virtual 5K 
window runs from Sept. 14 through 
Sept. 26, allowing participants to walk, 
run or roll their own 5K.

Sponsorship opportunities range 
from $250 mile-marker sponsorships to a 
$10,000 title sponsorship. Sponsorship 
levels support areas including race 
shirts, the finish line, water stations, 
accessibility and inclusion, and the 
post-race celebration. Organizations can 
also form teams and conduct internal 
fundraising campaigns.

For registration, team information 
and sponsorship opportunities, visit 
HelenKeller.org/5krunwalk. For spon-
sorship information, contact Monica 
Godfrey-Lehrer at (516) 393-7706 or 
mgodfrey-lehrer@helenkeller.org.

–Roksana Amid

NEWS BRIEFS
Helen Keller Services to hold annual 5K

The Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance 
Center of Nassau County will present a 
screening of “The Barn” on Oct. 18 as 
part of the David Taub Reel Upstanders 
Series.

The documentary tells the story of 
Holocaust survivor Karl Schapiro and 
his return to the barn where he was hid-
den as a child during the Holocaust. Fol-
lowing the screening, Schapiro and his 
daughter, Dalia Schapiro Zahavi, will 
participate in a panel discussion. The 
program will take place from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. at the Holocaust Memorial & Toler-

ance Center, located at 100 Crescent 
Beach Road in Glen Cove. Registration 
is required to attend the program. The 
screening and discussion will provide 
attendees with an opportunity to hear 
directly from a Holocaust survivor and 
learn more about his experiences and 
the history behind “The Barn.”

For more information or to register, 
visit the Holocaust Memorial & Toler-
ance Cente’s website: hmtcli.org

–Roksana Amid

Holocaust center to screen ‘The Barn’
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DON’T WAIT. EARLY ACTION PROTECTS
YOUR VOUCHER AND YOUR HOME.

Hempstead and Nassau County Residents

ARE YOU AT RISK OF LOSING YOUR
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER?

s

Housing Help Inc. is a HUD-Approved
Housing Counseling Agency

HELP IS AVAILABLE

Do you have a Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8), and
are facing eviction or possible voucher termination?

516-912-3443CALL US TODAY!
www.housinghelpinc.org

Appointments available in person, by phone, or videoconference.

Housing Help Inc. offers FREE and confidential assistance with:

Eviction and Court Notices • Voucher Termination • Understanding
Program Requirements • Connection to Pro Bono Legal Help
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Gary Michelsen
OBITUARY

Gary Michelsen, 79, a born 
& raised proud resident of 
Glen Cove for over 60 years, 
passed away on September 
4, 2026 at home surrounded 
by his family.

After raising his two children 
in Glen Cove, Gary enjoyed 
his retirement from the Port 
Washington Post Office with 
the love of his life, Linda, 
in the mountains of Grand 
Gorge, NY and by the Gulf 
in Venice, FL. An avid reader 
of the morning paper, Gary 
enjoyed the crosswords and 
funnies most of all with a cup 
of coffee.

A true Norwegian, he 
will be remembered for 
his love of family & dogs, 
the Mets, anything B&W 
on the tv, and of course 
a good meal. We will miss his witty sense of humor, smile, 
and his reminding us when it mattered most: “Anything 
looks good on a good looking man!”: Gary is survived  
by his wife Linda and family & friends near and far who loved 
him dearly.

By ROKSANA AMID 
ramid@liherald.com 

More than two dozen religious lead-
ers representing a number of faiths 
stood together at the Holocaust Memori-
al and Tolerance Center last week as 
U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi called for passage 
of federal legislation intended to pro-
tect people from intimidation and 
harassment at religious services.

Suozzi highlighted the bipartisan, 
bicameral Right to Worship Act at a 
Sept. 9 news conference at the center in 
Glen Cove.

Alan Mindel, chairman of HMTC’s 
board of directors, said that protecting 
religious freedom is central to the orga-
nization’s mission. “This bill grants 
necessary protections to houses of wor-
ship so as to protect the constitutional 
rights of freedom of religion granted to 
all Americans,” Mindel said. “In the 
current climate, where people have been 
obstructed from entering their house of 
worship, this new law will allow each 
American, regardless of faith, to freely 
enter their church, synagogue or 
mosque for their constitutionally pro-
tected right to pray, without obstruction 
or harassment.”

Suozzi said that people should not 
have to put themselves at risk simply to 
practice their faith. 

“Exercising your right to worship 
should not require you to exhibit partic-

ular courage as you enter your syna-
gogue, church, mosque, temple, mandir 
or gurdwara,” he said.

The legislation would establish a 100-
foot zone around pedestrian and vehicu-
lar entrances to houses of worship, 
beginning one hour before a scheduled 
service and ending an hour afterward. 
Within that area, conduct intended to 
hinder, deter, threaten or intimidate 
people attending services would be pro-
hibited. Peaceful expression protected 
by the First Amendment would remain 
protected.

Violations would carry civil penal-
ties, with fines ranging from $2,500 to 
$10,000 for repeat offenses. The measure 
would also allow affected worshippers 

to pursue civil action, and permit the 
U.S. attorney general and state attor-
neys general to bring cases against vio-
lators.

The Right to Worship Act grew out of 
Suozzi’s SACRED Act — Safeguarding 
Access to Congregations and Religious 
Establishments from Disruption — 
which he introduced in April, and 
which included criminal penalties. 
Negotiations over the legislation, he 
said, centered on balancing two consti-
tutional rights, freedom of speech and 
freedom of worship.

“Finding a balance between the two 
is a real challenge,” he said. “It’s why it 
hasn’t been done — it’s why it’s been 
controversial.”

Suozzi eventually joined Republican 
Rep. Brad Knott, of North Carolina, to 
develop a single proposal that could 
attract broader support. The House leg-
islation is accompanied by a Senate 
measure backed by Republican Sen. Ted 
Cruz, of Texas, and Democratic Sen. 
Elissa Slotkin, of Michigan.

“You shouldn’t have to show courage 
to go attend your religious services,” 
Suozzi said.

Brandi Katz Rubin, the Anti-Defama-
tion League’s New York/New Jersey 
deputy regional director, said that 
harassment at houses of worship has 
made such protections increasingly 
important. “No one should have to push 
through a hostile crowd, shout over a 
bullhorn or endure targeted threats 
while simply trying to enter a house of 
worship and pray,” Katz Rubin said.

The ADL, she added, recorded nearly 
530 incidents of antisemitic harassment 
at synagogues nationwide in 2025, along 
with dozens of protest-related incidents.

According to Suozzi, there was dis-
cussion of moving the legislation 
through the Senate as early as this 
month. If that doesn’t happen, he said 
supporters could pursue passage during 
the lame-duck session in November or 
December.

“We really want to get it done this 
year,” he said, citing momentum from 
religious organizations and lawmakers 
in both parties.

Roksana Amid/Herald

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi, top center, joined religious and advocacy leaders on Sept. 9 to 
call for passage of the bipartisan Right to Worship Act.

Suozzi pushes protection for worshippers
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Nothing Could be Finer 
than Breakfast, Lunch, and 

Dinner at the Diner
Stop By For A Fabulous Meal, Quality Food, 

and Great Service

15% OFF
Your order with Coupon.  

Expires 10/01/26

187 Glen Street-Glen Cove, by CVS. • www.glencovediner.com  
516-676-1400 | Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-9pm  

Friday & Saturday 8am-10pm • Sunday 8am-7pm
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Program aims to help girls find their voices
guish between fact and fiction on social media and 
understand the validation they may seek online.

Each week will have a different theme, including 
identity, friends, feelings, the body, voice, choices and 
the future. Sessions will combine movement and 
hands-on activities with group conversations and indi-
vidual reflection.

Participants will also receive journals to decorate 
and make their own. Watson said that reflection is an 
important part of I Am My Sister’s programs, because 
some children may not feel comfortable expressing 
their thoughts and emotions aloud. The journals offer 
another way for them to process what they have dis-
cussed and learned.

Some sessions will feature guests. A therapist, for 
example, will take part in a session about feelings and 
use a hands-on activity to help the girls identify and 
process their emotions, including learning how to 
communicate when their feelings have been hurt.

Watson said the emphasis is on giving girls coping 
skills before they reach a crisis.

The curriculum will begin with an introduction 
before moving on to topics such as what makes a real 
friend, navigating family and friend drama, under-
standing feelings and developing a “coping toolkit.” 
Later sessions will tackle changing bodies, finding 
one’s voice, standing up for others, values, peer pres-
sure and decision-making. The program will conclude 
with a GirlHood graduation.

Watson said the order of the lessons is intentional 
because they build on one another. Learning about 
their identities, bodies and voices, for example, can 
eventually help girls understand how to advocate for 
themselves and make decisions.

The goal is for girls to finish fifth grade and enter 

sixth grade “feeling prepared and confident,” she said.
Dr. Angela Raimo, a former Glen Cove Board of 

Education trustee and the chair of I Am My Sister’s 
board, said the years surrounding the transition to 

middle school can be particularly challenging for girls, 
and the chance to discover that their peers may be 
experiencing many of the same things can be valuable.

“These clubs really offer girls an opportunity to cre-
ate new friendships, and talk to other kids about how 
they’re feeling, and hopefully gain a little confidence, 
and maybe some new friends,” Raimo said.

Cortney Capasso has already seen the effect I Am 
My Sister’s existing programming has had on her 
13-year-old daughter, Audrey. Capasso said she has 
watched her daughter become more confident and take 
on leadership roles.

“It definitely helped Audrey with her confidence, 
for sure, and her leadership skills,” Capasso said. “And 
we see that she’s becoming more mature and really 
growing into herself as a person.”

Audrey recently volunteered with I Am My Sister at 
Glen Cove’s National Night Out, helping younger girls 
participate in a “Fill My Cup” activity centered on 
qualities such as courage, growth and bravery. Audrey 
said the organization helps “build, like, self-esteem 
and leadership and boost your confidence and stuff.” 
She also said she wants to participate in the library 
workshops.

The first GirlHood program will be limited to 25 
participants, with a second expected to begin in Febru-
ary. It will meet on Thursdays, from 4:30 to 6 p.m., at 
the Glen Cove Library. The $150 registration fee pri-
marily covers supplies, journals and snacks, Watson 
said. Full and partial scholarships are available for 
families who need financial assistance.

For Watson, the program’s larger purpose is reflect-
ed in its name: giving girls the opportunity to grow up 
together while developing the confidence, relation-
ships and skills they can carry with them into the next 
stage of their lives.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy Cortney Capasso

Audrey Capasso, 13, volunteered with I Am My Sister at 
National Night Out, helping younger girls take part in a 
“Fill My Cup” activity. 
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Jason Thomas/ Herald photos

Tommy Caruso, Mayor Pamela Panzenbeck, Tim Coleary, Michael Telese and Craig McCoy helped to make this year’s snapper derby a fun and memorable experience for youth.

Young anglers gathered at Pryibil Beach 
on Sept. 12 for the 2026 Glen Cove Mayor’s 
Snapper Derby, a family-friendly fishing com-
petition hosted by the Glen Cove Anglers 
Club in partnership with the City of Glen 
Cove and Mayor Pamela Panzenbeck. The 
event welcomed children ages 6 to 16 to the 
waterfront for a morning of fishing, friendly 
competition and prizes. Held at the Pryibil 
Beach Fishing Pier, the derby offered partici-
pants an opportunity to spend time outdoors 
while enjoying one of Glen Cove’s longstand-
ing waterfront traditions.

–Roksana Amid

Young anglers reel in memories at snapper derby

Valentina, 6, and Stan Ciminna show off the 
fishing pole they won at the Snapper Derby. 

Vanessa Espejo and Fabian Hernandez with Matias Hernandez, 6, Antonio 
Mazilu, Alexander Mazilu, 10, Carlos Kovacs and Benjamin Mazilu, 7, 
enjoy the Snapper Derby. Devin Miller won first place in the junior league.

Dylan Shuman, 11, shows off a fresh catch during 
the Snapper Derby.

First-place Seniors Division winner Logan Barahona, 12, and Best 
Angler winner Layla Gonzalez, 12, celebrate their awards.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
6:00-9:00PM

MEET THE 2026 AWARD WINNERS*

The Heritage Club at Bethpage
99 Quaker Meeting House Road

Farmingdale, New York

TO PURCHASE
TICKETS VISIT
SCAN HERE

 GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS

*List still in formation 

EMCEE
Investigative Reporter
Law&Crime Network

KRISTIN THORNE

For more information or to sponsor this event,
contact Amy Amato 

Executive Director, Corporate Relations and Events 
aamato@liherald.com

BEHAVIORAL & MENTAL HEALTH

 Founder & Executive Director
The Long Island Coalition Against Bullying

JOSEPH A. SALAMONE

CLINICAL CARE EXCELLENCE

Director
North Shore Center for Speech, Language &
Swallowing Disorders

DONNA RILEY MATUSIAK, MA, CCC/SLP

Spine Surgeon
Hospital for Special Surgery 

HAN JO KIM, MD

Doctor
Complete Neuropsychology, P.C.

SARA MALAGOLD, PHD

Rheumatologist
Rheumatology Consultants LLP

JORDAN BRODSKY, MD, FACR

Founder & President
Cornerstone Behavioral Services, LLC.

NICOLE IANNARONE, MA, LBA, BCBA

Executive Director & Founder
Expressive Connections

CHRISTINA DIBERNARDO, LMHC

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Founder, Operator, Veterinarian
Comforted Companions Veterinary Care

ALEXIS TISCHLER, DVM CHPV CPEV

Field Sales Consultant
Henry Schein, Inc.

MARK SOBERMAN

Recreation Director
Plattdeutsche Home Society

JENNIFER BUSHATI, CTRS-G, CDP

Founder
Bitton Orthodontics, PLLC

NATALIE BITTON, DDS

EXCELLENCE IN SPECIAL NEEDS
THERAPEUTIC PROGRAMS &
INNOVATION

President, Music Lee Inclined Guy, Inc.
Inventor, Occupational Octaves Piano™

LEE D. STOCKNER

Founder
Sensory Island Long Island 

DR. RALU ONUBOGU

HEALTHCARE LEADERSHIP

Director of Clinical Operations 
Visiting Nurse Service & Hospice of Suffolk

KIMBERLY KANNER, ED.D., MSN, OCN
RN, NPD-BC

Senior Director of Residential Services
CN Guidance and Counseling Services

KRISTIE SCHWARZ, MA

Executive Director 
St. Johnland Healthcare

NATASHA ELIE-LOUISSAINT, DSC, RN,
LNHA, FACHE

Chairman, Department of Surgery
Episcopal Health Services

SHELDON GENACK, MD, FACS

Executive Director 
Maple Pointe Senior Living

TRACY MOCCIO

Vice President of Dental Services
Harmony Health Care of LI

EMILLY TRICE, MSHA

PATIENT CARE EXCELLENCE

Infertility Specialist & Site Director
Spring Fertility of Long Island 

CHANTAE SULLIVAN-PYKE, MD,
MS, FACOG

Founder & CEO
Women’s Health Care of Garden City

JOHN L. GOMES, MD

Board Certified Pediatric Dentist 
First Smiles Pediatric Dentistry

MARINA MILGROM, DDS

SPECIAL AWARDS
EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP

 President & CEO
Family and Children's Association 

JEFFREY L. REYNOLDS, PHD

 President & CEO
EPIC Family of Human Service Agencies

LISA BURCH

 President & CEO
Parker Jewish Institute for 
Health Care & Rehabilitation

MICHAEL N. ROSENBLUT

HEALTHCARE HERO

Director of Guest Services
Excel at Woodbury for Rehabilitation and Nursing

SHARI LEVENTHAL, CDP, CMDCP

INNOVATION IN TECHNOLOGY

Founder, Medical Director
Vibrance 360

HELEN HSIEH, MD, FACOG

EXCELLENCE IN ORTHODONTICS

Co-Owner
Avenue Orthodontics

ELENI MICHAILIDIS, DDS, MS, MPH

HEALTHCARE VISIONARY
LIVEONNY TEAM

RISING STAR

Hospice Liaison/Account Manager
MJHS Hospice and Palliative Care

ALISON FENECH, MSW

TRAILBLAZER

President 
Primary PartnerCare Physicians, PLLC

HARRY S. JACOB, MD

VISIONARY

President & CEO
Gurwin Healthcare System

STUART B. ALMER, FACHE

VISIONARY IN NEUROSCIENCE

Director
The Stroke & Brain Aneurysm Center of Long Island

KIMON BEKELIS, MD

VP of Resident Services & Quality Compliance
The Bristal Assisted Living

MAUREEN SCALESI

Assistant Director
The Stroke & Brain Aneurysm Center of Long Island

JASON WALLEN R.T,BS

SPECIALIZED CARE EXCELLENCE

Founder
Ayur Interventional & Vascular Care

TERESA Z. SCLAFANI, MD

INTEGRATIVE HOLISTIC
CENTER TEAM

Vice President & Chief Nursing Officer
Northwell Plainview and Syosset Hospitals

THERESA DILLMAN

Cohen Children's Medical Center 

CHILD LIFE & CREATIVE ARTS
THERAPY TEAM

NURSE EXCELLENCE
NURSE CONNECTDouble Board Certified Dermatologist

& Mohs Surgeon
Mariwalla Dermatology

KAVITA MARIWALLA, MD, FAAD

THE MARIWALLA FAMILY 

EXCELLENCE IN DERMATOLOGY

PATIENT CARE EXCELLENCE
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By BRIAN KACHARABA
bkacharaba@liherald.com 

Molloy University has been named to 
Time magazine’s inaugural America’s 
Best Colleges list for 2026-27, placing No. 
85 among the top 100 colleges and uni-
versities in the nation.

Molloy was one of 14 New York insti-
tutions on the list, and the only Long 
Island college or university to receive 
the distinction. It was recognized along-
side Columbia University, Barnard Col-
lege and New York University.

Time evaluated colleges based on stu-
dent outcomes, learning environment 
and attractiveness to students. Student 
outcomes accounted for 75 percent of an 
institution’s overall score, including 
graduation rates, graduate earnings and 
economic value for students. The 
remaining 25 percent of the score fac-
tored in educational costs, student 
resources and demand.

Molloy earned an overall score of 
79.93.

For President James Lentini, the rec-
ognition came as a surprise, because the 
university was not asked to submit 
information.

“It was totally a surprise to me,” Len-
tini said. “They did their own research 
by pulling up return-on-investment info 
and all kinds of metrics that are out 
there that people can find, and so, yeah, 
it was a surprise.” Lentini said that 

Time used information including the 
cost of tuition, graduation rates and 
graduate salaries.

“A lot of this data is available public-
ly through something called IPEDS” — 
the Integrated Postsecondary Education 
Data System — “which is a system we 
all have to report to,” he said. “It was a 
pleasant surprise.”

The recognition follows another 
national ranking based on student out-
comes. Lentini noted that Molloy was 
ranked No. 75 by the Wall Street Journal 
last year.

“It was great that these two publica-
tions, and this one being Time, are the 
same kind of results based on student 
outcomes,” he said.

The distinction, Lentini added, 
reflects Molloy’s focus on students. “It 
says a lot about what we’re doing here 
and the high quality of the work, and 
what we’re doing for our students here,” 
he said. “We have the kind of institution 
that offers degrees where they’re highly 
regarded in health care and the arts and 
business and education, and it just 
speaks highly of the work that’s happen-
ing at Molloy.”

Lentini attributed the success of the 
university’s students in part to its mis-
sion and student support.

“I think we’re a different kind of 
place,” he said. “Our mission, being a 
Catholic school, I think the kind of care 
our students get, the kind of way we 
treat each other, the attention we pay to 
each student, I think it’s a lot mission-
based, and I think it speaks to retention 
rates and graduation rates.

“Those kinds of things speak to the 
fact that our students feel a sense of 
belonging here,” he added. “They stay, 
and they get nurtured in a way where 
they succeed when they graduate.”

Time’s recognition, Lentini said, 
could bring attention from prospective 
students and families. “I think it 
should give [us] a boost,” he said. 
“We’re right in the backyard of a lot of 
these great students, so we’re worth a 
look from all these students, and we 
hope that more recognition will even 
take us further.”

Courtesy Molloy University

Molloy University is ranked No. 85 among the nation’s top 100 colleges and 
universities in Time magazine’s inaugural America’s Best Colleges list for 2026-27.

Molloy is among Time’s top 100 colleges
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271-11 76th Avenue  | New Hyde Park, NY 11040
parkerinstitute.org | 877-727-5373

Keep Your Independence
Your Health. Your Culture. Your Parker.

Customized Health Care On-site or at Home

• Short Term Rehabilitation / Sub-Acute Care 

• Long Term Care Facility

• Dialysis - community / on-site

• Palliative care

• Hospice - community / on-site

• Home Health Care

• Medical House Calls - Parker At Your Door

• Dementia GUIDE Model

• Willing Hearts, Helpful Hands

• Research and Grants
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LONG ISLAND 
BUSINESS 

DISTINCTION 
AWARDS

Tuesday, September 29th
Networking 11:30AM | Program 12:00-2:00PM

Crest Hollow Country Club
Honoring

Large Business
CBIZ

IMEG Corp.
Mason Technologies

Rimon Law
SterlingRisk, LLC

SVAM International, Inc.

Small Business
Career & Employment Options

Executive Alliance Staffing 
Solutions

Harrow International School NY
Hozio

National EAP

Micro Business
Apprenticeship Connections

Nassau Industrial Supply
Pearl Dental Studio

Turn One Studio, Inc

Not-For Profit
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Long 

Island
Book Fairies

Brightway Living & Learning
Discover Long Island

Girl Scouts of Suffolk County, Inc.
Hope For Youth Inc

League of YES
Long Island Conservation Alliance

Mercy Haven, Inc.
Paws of War

The Marty Lyons Foundation
United Veterans Beacon House

Rookie of the Year
Driving Academy

Event Pros
Grit & Grace

Philanthropy Network
UpwellMe

You and Me By The Sea Travel
To purchase tickets, visit www.hia-li.org or call (631) 543-5355 

For sponsorship opportunities, contact Anthony Forgione at aforgione@hia-li.org

Community 
Partnership Award

Suffolk Y JCC
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Free shipping will be applied to 
select package (SKU 82395). Minimum purchase of $99 per shipping address to qualify 
for free gift. 1 free gift per shipping address. The free gift does not apply to the purchase 

of Gift Cards, Certifi cates, Wine, Wine & Food Packs, Gift Baskets, Gourmet Salame, 
Caviar, and Custom Cuts. This offer cannot be combined with any other offer and is not 
valid on pending or prior purchases. Other restrictions may apply. Some products may 
not be available for sale in your area. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due 
to inventory limitations. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 

09/30/26. Omaha Steaks, LLC  26M10301

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Classic3701
1.888.792.3598 ����������������������   

ONE BITE
AND YOU’LL KNOW

Butcher’s Classic Grill Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
4  Omaha Steaks Classic Burgers (6 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)

82395AAA   separately $205.95
SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE     

$9999

O
UR

 FAMILY PROMISE

YOU WILL LOVE IT

100%
GUARANTEE

 GET 8
FREE
smash
BURGERS
on $99+ shipments

OmahaSteaks.com/Classic3701 13
55
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com 

For families caring for an aging par-
ent or loved one, some of the most con-
sequential decisions can arrive at the 
most difficult moments. An upcoming 
Glen Cove program is encouraging resi-
dents to make those decisions before a 
crisis forces them to.

The City of Glen Cove Office of 
Senior Services will host a free Commu-
nity Caregiver Presentation on Sept. 29, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. at Glen Cove City Hall. 
The session will focus on resources 
available to older adults and their fami-
lies and the legal, financial and health 
care decisions that can accompany long-
term care.

Elder law attorney Harold A. Bollaci, 
who has practiced for 25 years and will 
participate in the presentation, said 
preparation can help families maintain 
control over those decisions.

“It’s time to have a family playbook 
and know what you have, where it’s 
located, and who’s going to make deci-
sions on your behalf,” Bollaci said, 
“because failure to do so can be truly 
catastrophic.”

Mayor Pamela Panzenbeck will join 
Bollaci and representatives from local 
senior care, health care, nursing and 
rehabilitation organizations, who will 
provide information about services and 
answer questions.

“Families should not wait until a 
need arises to begin exploring care 
options and available resources,” Pan-
zenbeck wrote in a statement to the Her-
ald. 

Bollaci said his portion of the pro-
gram will address preparing financially 
for long-term care, including ways fami-
lies may be able to protect assets and 
qualify for Medicaid. He will also dis-
cuss legal planning and health care 
directives that allow people to designate 
trusted individuals to make decisions if 

they become unable to do so themselves.
Among the documents Bollaci consid-

ers particularly important is a health 
care proxy, which allows someone to 
designate another person to make medi-
cal decisions on his or her behalf when 
necessary.

“I think all people at the very least 
need a healthcare proxy,” Bollaci said. 
“And do not confuse that with a living 
will. A healthcare proxy is the statutory 
form in New York State.”

The issue can become particularly 

important when someone develops 
dementia or another condition that 
affects the ability to make decisions 
independently, he said.

“You don’t want a court-appointed 
guardian or a complete stranger making 
these decisions for you because you 
didn’t make them for yourself while you 
had the opportunity,” Bollaci said.

Carolynn Eipel, president of the Sage 
Association, said the presentation is 
intended to give families information 
before circumstances become urgent.

“Caregiving decisions can feel over-
whelming, especially when families are 
forced to make them during a crisis,” 
Eipel wrote in a statement to the Herald. 

For Bollaci, the broader message is 
straightforward: Families should dis-
cuss their wishes, organize important 
information and determine who will 
handle financial, medical and other 
responsibilities before those decisions 
become necessary.

“You want to make decisions for 
yourself,” he said. “You don’t want to 
give up those rights.”

The program is free and open to the 
public, including residents of neighbor-
ing communities. Entrance and parking 
are at the rear of City Hall, 9 Glen St.

For more information, contact the 
Glen Cove Office of Senior Services at 
(516) 759-9610 or sc@glencoveny.gov.

Herald file photo

Glen Cove City Hall will host a free Community Caregiver Presentation on Sept. 29, 
where families can learn about legal and  financial resources for older adults.

Families urged to plan for long term care
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NEW EXHIBIT:
OPEN DAILY

T IMES SQUARE

“A MUST-SEE!” Time Out New York

PRESENT THIS AD FOR 

10% OFF IN OUR GIFT SHOP*

*SOME E XCLUSIONS MAY APPLY.
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By BRIAN KACHARABA 
bkacharaba@liherald.com 

Long Island residents are being 
encouraged to rethink how they get 
around when the region marks its 14th 
annual Car Free Day, an initiative in 
which participants are asked to replace 
at least one trip made alone by car with 
a sustainable option. 

Car Free Day, on Sept. 22, is observed 
in cities around the world. Long Island 
joined the movement 13 years ago with a 
campaign focused on raising awareness 
of transportation choices and measur-
ing emissions saved when people leave 
their cars behind. 

Mindy Germain, co-chair of Car Free 
Day LI and program manager for Tran-
sit Solutions, said the goal is not for par-
ticipants to eliminate driving for an 
entire day. “All we ask you to do is swap 
out one drive-alone car trip,” Germain 
said. 

That could mean walking to a store, 
taking the train or bus, bicycling, or 
sharing a ride with someone who would 
otherwise drive separately. 

Organizers measure the emissions 
saved through pledges received leading 
up to the event, and calculate the total for 
Long Island. Germain said the campaign 
had already reached about 75 tons of 
saved emissions based on those pledges. 

Transportation, she said, accounts 
for about a third of the emissions con-

tributing to Long Island’s environmen-
tal impact, making alternatives to driv-
ing important for air quality and efforts 
to slow global warming. 

Participation this year is on pace to 
reach 5,000 pledges, which Germain said 
would be the most since the pandemic. 
She also pointed to changing patterns in 
transit use. In June, the Long Island 

Rail Road recorded 5 million rides, a 
record, with many trips for purposes 
other than commuting. People are 
increasingly using the railroad for lei-
sure, she said, while students use it to 
travel to the city for internships and 
programs.  

Family ridership has also increased 
thanks to an LIRR program that allows 

children 17 or younger to ride for $1 
when accompanied by a parent. 

For Germain, the most meaningful 
measure of success is seeing people 
actually using alternatives to driving. 
“What really is exciting to me is seeing 
that 20-something-year-old take the 
NICE bus to get to Farmingdale State 
College,” she said, referring to the Nas-
sau Inter-County Express bus service, 
“or to see the employees at Northwell 
Health walk to lunch that day, the 
actions themselves, and the excitement 
it generates.”  

While Car Free Day is held once a 
year, Germain said the coalition pro-
moting it works throughout the year 
with municipalities, transit partners, 
academic institutions and health care 
organizations. 

Improving transportation choices, 
she said, can also expand mobility for 
people who don’t drive, including older 
adults who have stopped driving and 
younger people who can’t afford cars. “I 
think that mobility offers so much free-
dom,” Germain said. 

People who live or work in Nassau or 
Suffolk counties can take participate by 
making a pledge on the Car Free Day LI 
website. Participants can also enter a 
raffle for prizes, including two hybrid 
bicycles, a Lululemon bundle and an 
LIRR weekly ticket. 

More information, and the pledge 
form, are available at CarFreeDayLI.com.

Brian Kacharaba/Herald

The Long Island Rail Road is among the transportation alternatives that Car Free Day 
LI organizers hope more residents will consider on Sept. 22.

Aiming to ease emissions on Car Free Day
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TILLES CENTER 
720 NORTHERN BLVD, GREENVALE

OCTOBER 15 • 10AM-12:30PM

AN ALL-IN-ONE EXPO FOR
LIVING YOUR BEST LIFE

Scan Here!Scan Here!

JOIN US – IT’S FREE!JOIN US – IT’S FREE!

MAE CAIME
FOUNDER, 

AMAEZING MIDLIFE & BEYOND

Register for this FREE event:
https://GreenvaleSeniorHealth
Expo.eventbrite.com

AGENDA:
VISIT EXHIBITORS

EXPERT PANEL + Q&A

 RAFFLE DRAWINGS
MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN

or email
rbamgbose@liherald.com 
or call 516.569.4000 x273 

TO SPONSOR OR EXHIBIT CONTACT ANNA GRACI AGRACI@LIHERALD.COM OR 516.569.4000 X290

GOLD SPONSOR SILVER SPONSORS

PRESENTED BY

FREE LUNCH* 

PROVIDED BY

FREE community event focused on health, wellness, and
lifestyle
Meet trusted local exhibitors and service providers
Take advantage of on-site health screenings
Enjoy lively entertainment, fitness demonstrations and
interactive experiences
Hear from experts during a panel discussion with Q&A
Win raffles, prizes, and giveaways
Snack station for all 

*Boxed lunches for first 150 attendees

All designed to help you stay active, informed, and engaged at
every stage of life.

13
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C ountry Music Hall of Fame legend Randy 
Travis is bringing one of the fi nal dates of 
his acclaimed “More Life” tour to Long 

Island, wrapping up an emotional two-year run 
that has taken the show to 54 cities across 24 
states.
 The dynamic performance arrives at Flagstar 
at Westbury Music Fair on Sept. 25. The show 
begins at 8 p.m. 
 Travis’s four-decade long career generated 
iconic No. 1 hits, including “Forever and Ever, 
Amen,” “On The Other Hand,” and “Three 
Wooden Crosses,” among others. While Travis 
no longer performs due to the side effects of 
a stroke he survived in 2013, he joins his wife, 
Mary Travis, on stage throughout the show, 
interacting with fans and celebrating his music 
alongside longtime members of his band and 
guest vocalist James Dupré.

Randy Travis carries his country 
music legacy forward 
 Travis, 67, is a North Carolina native whose 
music helped usher in a new traditionalist 
movement of modern country music when he 
released. Recognized for his baritone voice and 
an earnest approach to music, he won back-
to-back Country Music Association Song of the 
Year awards in 1986 and 1987. The seven-time 
Grammy award winner has sold sold over 25 
million albums, generating 23 No. 1 hits and 31 
Top 10s. He was named a member of the Grand 
Ole Opry in 1986 and inducted into the Country 
Music Hall of Fame in 2016. 
 Though a near-fatal stroke has left him 
unable to perform, Travis’s recovery and 
commitment to his fans and music has inspired 
many.  
 “The music — that’s what keeps him coming 
back,” Mary Travis told the Herald on a call with 
the country music legend. “That was Randy’s 
heart, his soul. That’s all he ever wanted to do 
was make music.” 
 In 2024, Travis released “Where That Came 
From” through Warner Records Nashville, his 

STEPPING OUT

Eddie Griffi n
Get ready to laugh until your sides 
hurt! Over his decades-long career, 
Eddie Griffi n has become known 
for his sharp social commentary and 
animated storytelling. The popular 
comedian-turned-actor blends 
personal experiences with cultural 
observations and shifts seamlessly 
from biting satire to playful crowd 
work, making him a consistent 
draw for live audiences nationwide. 
Acclaimed for his appearances in 
“Deuce Bigalow, Male Gigolo,” 
“Chappelle’s Show,” 2018’s “A Star 
Is Born,”and star of “Undercover 
Brother,” he’s praised for  razor-sharp 
wit, spot-on impersonations and 
unmatched stage presence. 

Saturday, Sept. 19, 8 p.m. Tickets 
available at LiveNation.com. Flagstar at 
Westbury Music Fair, 960 Brush Hollow 
Road, Westbury.

By JORDAN VALLONE

Randy Travis’s music lives on, 
forever and ever
‘More Life’ tour features country star and guest vocalist, James Dupré

Michael Carbonaro
Michael Carbonaro  returns with 

“Wonderboy,” his all-new live tour. 
Packed with audience participation, 
sly improv, and his signature reality-
twisting illusions, Carbonaro, from 
the star of truTV’s “The Carbonaro 
Effect,” delivers a high-energy, 
laugh-fi lled experience for all ages. 
Part magician, part comedian, all 
mischief-maker — “Wonderboy”  
is where magic is the superpower, 
laughter is the sidekick and reality 
doesn’t stand a chance. The multi-
talented actor-magician-comedian 
has built a career turning the ordinary 
into the extraordinary. He’s made 
millions laugh in astonishment by 
blending quick-witted comedy with 
jaw-dropping illusions in everyday 
settings. This tour is where audiences 
discover him as the Hero of Mischief, 
in a world where magic is the 
superpower and laughter is the 
sidekick. 

Friday, Sept. 18, 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
available at ticketmaster.com or 
paramountny.com. The Paramount, 
370 New York Ave., Huntington.

fi rst new recording in over a decade, developed through the use of artifi cial intelligence software 
which helped recreate his vocals. It was overlaid on an existing recording of the song from his 
longtime collaborator, Dupré.
 Dupré, 42, of Louisiana, became a YouTube sensation in 2007 which led to a performance on 
“The Ellen DeGeneres Show.” Since then, he’s released multiple albums, appeared on NBC’s “The 
Voice” in 2015, and was eventually handpicked by Travis and his wife in 2019 to be the guest 
vocalist for the “More Life” tour.
 Dupré and Travis fi rst worked together for a 2015 fi lm, “The Price,” which tells the story of 
an aging country music singer aspiring to reconnect with his son. Years later, when Travis’s team 
discussed the possibly of him touring again, Dupré emerged as the best choice for long-term 
collaboration. 

   “When Tony Conway, Randy’s manager said, several years after the 
stroke, ‘If we wanted to go back on the road, who would you have sing 
the music?’ — we immediately said James Dupré,” Mary recounts.   
     “We remembered the connection that the two of them had, and 
it has proved correct. When you see the two on stage, you can see the 
relationship and the magnetism. It just works perfectly.” 
      Dupré’s collaboration with Travis, and the release of “Where That 
Came From,” helped launch a new chapter of advocacy for Travis and 
his wife, who used the song as a platform to champion creators’ rights 
and responsible AI protections for artists. 
      “It was a good way to introduce AI to be used in a good way,” 
Mary says.“Randy’s heart and soul was still in it. He’s still involved with 
the production of it. It’s not taking his voice and using it and abusing it 
in some other realm.”

About the ‘More Life’ tour
 Travis’s tour debuted as “The Music of Randy Travis,” but last year, his team changed the name to 
the “More Life” tour. 
 “More Life” was one of the last songs Travis recorded before his stroke. 
 “When we were in the hospital, it kept me going because it’s such a beautiful song,” Mary says. 
“We decided to name the tour ‘More Life’ because that’s what we felt like we got — more life — as 
a gift.”
  She describes the show as more than a “regular concert.” Travis’s songs are performed by 
Dupré, alongside members of his original band, but there’s also videos of Travis shown to the crowd 
spanning the entire length of his career. Mary also joins Travis and Dupré on stage to tell stories 
about her husband and his music. 
 “It’s very interactive,” Mary says “It’s almost like a biopic of Randy Travis. It’s not just a concert — 
it’s a story, and it’s sad, it’s sweet, it’s happy. It’s just Randy Travis, and it’s a beautiful thing.” 
 Travis’s team looks forward to bringing the show to Long Island and sharing his music and life 
with many longtime fans. 
 “We get to play at some of the neatest (theaters), which I think is kind of cool, because of Randy 
Travis and the nostalgia of Randy Travis, and the years he’s been here to raise a lot of us on his music,” 
Mary says, “and Westbury’s a perfect place for us to land over there in Long Island with you all.”  

  

•  Friday, Sept. 25, 8 p.m. 
•  Tickets begin at $35 per 

person
•  Flagstar at Westbury Music 

Fair, 960 Brush Hollow Road, 
Westbury 

•  Visit RandyTravis.com for 
more details  

OUTOUT

Randy Travis’s music lives on, 

T he music 
— that’s 

what keeps him 
coming back
MARY TRAVIS
Wife, Randy Travis 

TT he music 
— that’s 

what keeps him 
coming back
MARY TRAVIS
Wife, Randy Travis Wife, Randy Travis 
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Your 
Neighborhood CALENDAR

Having an event?
Items on the Calendar page
are listed free of charge. The 
Herald welcomes listings of 
upcoming events, community 
meetings and items of public 
interest. All submissions should 
include date, time and location 
of the event, cost, and a contact 
name and phone number. 
Submissions can be emailed to 
kbloom@liherald.com.

On exhibit
Louis Comfort 
Tiffany: Artist of the 
Gilded Age brings 
together the Nassau 
County Museum of 
Art’s unparalleled 

collection of more than 130 
oil and watercolor paintings 
by one of America’s most 
celebrated artists. This landmark 
exhibition marks the first time 
the museum presents the full 
scope of its Tiffany paintings,  
an extraordinary group made 
possible through a generous, 
anonymous gift that represents 
the largest private collection 
of Tiffany paintings. While best 
known for his stained-glass 
windows, lamps, and decorative 
objects, this exhibit highlights 
a rarely seen dimension of his 
artistic practice: the paintings 
that he personally created at the 
beginning of his career. Through 
Nov. 8.

�•��Where: 1 Museum Drive, Roslyn 
Harbor

•��Time: Ongoing
•��Contact: nassaumuseum.org or 

(516) 484-9337

SEP

17

Zoning Board of Appeals 
meets
The Glen Cove Zoning Board 
of Appeals holds its regularly 
scheduled meeting to discuss 
matters before the board.

�•��Where: Glen Cove City Hall, 9 
Glen St.

•��Time: 7:30 p.m.
•��Contact: Glen Cove City Hall at 

(516) 676-2000

Guns & Hoses Softball 
Game
Watch local police officers and 
firefighters face off on the field 
during the Guns & Hoses Softball 
Game.

�•��Where: John Maccarone Memorial 
Stadium, Glen Cove

•��Time: 7 p.m.
•��Contact: Glen Cove City Hall at 

(516) 676-2000

Bird Walk
Join a team of expert guides 
from the North Shore Audubon 
Society for small group tours 
through Sands Point Preserver’s 
diverse habitats in search of 
migrating bird species as well as 
those that thrive here through 
year-round. Adults only; geared 
for birders of all levels and 
experience, including those with 
none. Bring binoculars if you 
have them. Registration required. 
International Coast Cleanup Day 
follows.

Fall Family 
Festival
Celebrate the 
season at the Glen 
Cove Chamber of 
Commerce’s Fall 

Family Festival. Enjoy a community 
gathering and fall festivities.

�•��Where: YMCA, Glen Cove
•��Time: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
•��Contact: glencovechamber.org

SEP

27

NOSH Pickleball 
Tournament
Grab a paddle and join 
the fun at the NOSH 
Pickleball Tournament. 
Players and spectators 

are invited to enjoy a morning 
of friendly competition while 
supporting a local cause. The event 
will feature pickleball matches for 
participants of varying skill levels.

�•��Where: Stanco Park, Glen Cove
•��Time: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
•��Contact: Glen Cove City Hall at 

(516) 676-2000

OCT

3

Falaise Tour
Visit Sands Point 
Preserve’s cliff-side 
French Norman-style 
mansion, which was 
the residence of 

Captain Harry F. Guggenheim 
and his wife, Alicia Patterson, 
founder of Newsday. Explore 
the exquisite artwork, antiques, 
and furnishings inside one of the 
most inviting mansions on the 
Gold Coast. 

�•��Where: 127 Middle Neck Road, 
Sands Point 

•��Time: Varied times, also Sept. 
19-20, Sept. 25-26

•��Contact: sandspointpreser 
veconservancy.org or call 
(516) 571-7901

SEP

18

Ecotherapy 
Walk
Join certified guide 
Linda Lombardo on 
an Ecotherapy Walk at 
Sands Point Preserve. 

The theme is Celebrating the 
Fall Equinox. Ecotherapy, also 
known as Forest Bathing, is not 
simply hiking in the woods, or 
a walk on a beach. The focus is 
on connection and relationship, 
allowing the heart to open to the 

SEP

20

Deep Roots 
Farmers Market
Shop fresh, locally 
grown produce, 
baked goods, 
specialty foods and 

handcrafted products at the 
Deep Roots Farmers Market. The 
weekly market brings together 
local farmers, food vendors 
and artisans, offering residents 
a chance to support small 
businesses while enjoying a 
vibrant community gathering in 
downtown Glen Cove.

�•��Where: 100 Village Square, Glen 
Cove

•��Time: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
•��Contact: 

deeprootsfarmersmarket.com

SEP

19

City Council 
meets
The Glen Cove City 
Council holds its 
regularly scheduled 
meeting to discuss 

and vote on matters before the 
city.

�•��Where: Glen Cove City Hall,
9 Glen St.

•��Time: 7:30 p.m.

SEP

22

Homecoming 
Parade
Show your Big Red 
pride as the Glen 
Cove City School 
District celebrates 

homecoming with its annual 
parade. Students, families and 
community members can gather 

SEP

26

Double Vision
The 1970s and ‘80s come alive when Double Vision brings their “Foreigner Experience” to the Paramount stage. 
Whether you’re a lifelong Foreigner enthusiast or a newcomer eager to experience the magic of their music, 
Double Vision promises a night of electrifying entertainment that will leave you singing along and craving more. 
Composed of some New York City’s top professional rock musicians, the band delivers the highest level of integrity 

and technical prowess in bring audiences all the hits from the band that you’ve come to love, while honoring Foreigner and 
its audience, with a show second to none. The spirit of rock ‘n’ roll lives on, one unforgettable performance at a time, with this 
group of talented musicians and die-hard Foreigner fans. Double Vision has perfected the art of bringing to life the unforgettable 
hits that have defined generations. From “I Want to Know What Love Is” to “Cold as Ice,” their renditions are a harmonious 
blend of passion, precision, and nostalgic energy. Drawing inspiration from Foreigner’s unmistakable sound and stage presence, 
Double Vision delivers a performance that pays homage to the band’s legacy while infusing 
their own charisma and enthusiasm. They are joined by special guest Frontier for an authentic 
Foreigner and Journey tribute. Sing along to some of the greatest hit tunes, including 
“Juke Box Hero,” “Hot Blooded,” “Cold As Ice,” “I Want To Know What Love Is,” “Urgent,” 
“Double Vision,” “Head Games,” “Feels Like the First Time,” and more. 

26
SEP

�•��Where: The Paramount, 370 
New York Ave., Huntington

•��Time: 8 p.m.
•��Contact: ticketmaster.com 

or paramountny.com

Fall Fun Fest
Celebrate the season with a 
day of family-friendly fun at 
Sands Point Preserve’s annual 
festival. Kids can enjoy pumpkin 
painting, face painting, puppet 
shows, animal presentations, 
family games and bird-watching 
activities with the North Shore 
Audubon Society. Live music, 
photo opportunities, visits with 
Oriana the Harvest Bubble 
Fairy and adoptable pets from 
the NCSPCA add to the festive 
atmosphere. Food trucks, local 
honey and an Autumn Market 
will also be on site (food and 
market purchases are additional). 
$45 per car, $40 members.

�•��Where: 127 Middle Neck Road, 
Sands Point

•�Time: Noon-4 p.m.
•��Contact: sandspointpreserve

conservancy.org or call 
(516) 571-7901

Glen Cove Street Fair
Spend the day enjoying vendors, 
food, music, shopping and 
family-friendly activities at 
the annual Glen Cove Street 
Fair. Stroll through downtown, 
support local businesses and 
celebrate the community with 
neighbors and friends. Admission 
is free.

�•��Where: Downtown Glen Cove
•��Time: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
•��Contact: Glen Cove Downtown 

Business Improvement District 
at (516) 759-6970

�•��Where: 127 Middle Neck Road, 
Sands Point

•��Time: 8:30 a.m.-10 a.m.
•��Contact: sandspointpreser

veconservancy.org or call 
(516) 571-7901

beauty of the natural world, and 
at the same time, understand our 
belonging in that world. Register 
for individual walks or a series of 
three. $135 for series of 3, $120 
members; $49 per session, $44 
members.

�•��Where: 127 Middle Neck Road, 
Sands Point

•��Time: 10:30 a.m.
•��Contact: sandspointpreser

veconservancy.org or call 
(516) 571-7901

along the route to cheer on 
the district and celebrate the 
homecoming tradition.

�•��Where: Walnut Road, Glen 
Cove

•��Time: 4-5 p.m.
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LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF  
THE STATE OF NEW  
YORK 
COUNTY OF NASSAU

U.S. BANK NATIONAL  
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN  
ITS INDIVIDUAL  
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY  
AS TRUSTEE FOR THE  
RMAC TRUST, SERIES  
2016-CTT,

-against-

CARLOS RODRIGUEZ,  
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE  
OF THE ESTATE OF  
CARLOS RODRIGUEZ,  
ET AL.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY  
GIVEN pursuant to a  
Final Judgment of  
Foreclosure entered in  
the Office of the Clerk  
of the County of  
Nassau on May 19,  
2026, wherein U.S.  
BANK NATIONAL  
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN  
ITS INDIVIDUAL  
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY  
AS TRUSTEE FOR THE  
RMAC TRUST, SERIES  
2016-CTT is the  
Plaintiff and CARLOS  
RODRIGUEZ, HEIR AND  
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE  
ESTATE OF CARLOS  
RODRIGUEZ, ET AL. are  
the Defendant(s).  I, the  
undersigned Referee,  
will sell at public  
auction RAIN OR SHINE  
at the NASSAU  
COUNTY SUPREME  
COURT, NORTH SIDE  
STEPS, 100 SUPREME  
COURT DRIVE,  
MINEOLA, NY 11501,  
on September 25, 2026  
at 2:00PM, premises  
known as 9 MIDGE  
STREET, GLEN COVE,  
NY 11542; and the  
following tax map  
identification:  31- 
E-371.

ALL THAT CERTAIN  
PLOT, PIECE OR  
PARCEL OF LAND,  
WITH THE BUILDINGS  
AND IMPROVEMENTS  
THEREON ERECTED,  
SITUATE, LYING AND  
BEING IN THE CITY OF  
GLEN COVE, COUNTY  
OF NASSAU AND  
STATE OF NEW YORK

             Premises will  
be sold subject to  
provisions of filed  
Judgment Index No.:  
004087/2016. JJais A.  
Forde, Esq. - Referee.  
Robertson, Anschutz,  
Schneid, Crane &  
Partners, PLLC, 900  
Merchants Concourse,  
Suite 310, Westbury,  
New York 11590,  
Attorneys for Plaintiff.  
All foreclosure sales  
will be conducted in  
accordance with  
Covid-19 guidelines  
including, but not  
limited to, social 

distancing and mask  
wearing. *LOCATION  
OF SALE SUBJECT TO  
CHANGE DAY OF IN  
ACCORDANCE WITH  
COURT/CLERK
DIRECTIVES.
161979

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE

SUPREME COURT  
COUNTY OF NASSAU
PNC Bank, National  
Association, Plaintiff
AGAINST
Richard Salka; et al.,  
Defendant(s) 

Pursuant to a Judgment  
of Foreclosure and Sale  
duly entered May 22,  
2026, I, the  
undersigned Referee,  
will sell at public  
auction at the North  
Side Steps of the  
Nassau County  
Supreme Court at 100  
Supreme Court Drive,  
Mineola, NY 11501 on  
September 28, 2026, at  
2:00PM, premises  
known as 9 Barlow  
Avenue, Glen Cove, NY  
11542.  All that certain  
plot piece or parcel of  
land, situate, lying and  
being in the City of  
Glen Cove, County of  
Nassau and State of  
New York, Section 31  
Block 75 Lot 25.   
Approximate amount  
of judgment  
$530,716.73 plus  
interest and costs.   
Premises will be sold  
subject to provisions of  
filed Judgment Index#  
604904/2023. 
Foreclosure Auctions  
will be held “Rain or  
Shine.”

Ellen Durst, Esq.,  
Referee

LOGS Legal Group LLP
Attorney(s) for the  
Plaintiff
175 Mile Crossing  
Boulevard
Rochester, New York  
14624
(877) 430-4792

Dated: July 28, 2026
161975

LEGAL NOTICE
SUMMONS-SUPREME  
COURT OF THE STATE  
OF NEW YORK,  
COUNTY OF NASSAU -  
GITSIT SOLUTIONS,  
LLC, NOT IN ITS  
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY  
BUT SOLELY IN ITS  
CAPACITY AS  
SEPARATE TRUSTEE OF  
GITSIT MORTGAGE  
LOAN TRUST BBPLC1,  
Plaintiff, -against-  
MICHALINE LAM A/K/A  
MIKKI ANNE LAM AS  
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE  
OF THE ESTATE OF  
ANN CARUCCI; BOON  
WANG LAM AS HEIR  
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF  
THE ESTATE OF ANN  
CARUCCI; KIMBERLY  
A. LAM A/K/A 

KIMBERLY ABBI AS  
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE  
OF THE ESTATE OF  
ANN CARUCCI; THE  
UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT- 
LAW, NEXT-OF-KIN,  
DISTRIBUTEES,
EXECUTORS,
ADMINISTRATORS,
TRUSTEES, 
BENEFICIARIES,
DEVISEES, LEGATEES,  
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,  
CREDITORS AND  
SUCCESSORS IN  
INTEREST AND  
GENERALLY ALL  
PERSONS AND PARTIES  
HAVING OR CLAIMING,  
UNDER, BY OR  
THROUGH THE  
DECEDENT ANN  
CARUCCI, BY  
PURCHASE, 
INHERITANCE, LIEN OR  
OTHERWISE, ANY  
RIGHT, TITLE OR  
INTEREST IN AND TO  
THE PREMISES  
DESCRIBED IN THE  
COMPLAINT HEREIN;  
NEW YORK STATE  
DEPARTMENT OF  
TAXATION AND  
FINANCE; UNITED  
STATES OF AMERICA  
(EASTERN DISTRICT);  
“JOHN DOE #1”  
through “JOHN DOE  
#10” inclusive, the  
names of the ten last  
name Defendants being  
fictitious, real names  
unknown to the  
Plaintiff, the parties  
intended being persons  
or corporations having  
an interest in, or  
tenants or persons in  
possession of, portions  
of the mortgaged  
premises described in  
the Complaint,  
Defendants - Index No.  
605392/2026 Plaintiff  
Designates Nassau  
County as the Place of  
Trial. The Basis of  
Venue is that the  
subject premises is  
situated in Nassau  
County. To the above  
named Defendants-  
YOU ARE HEREBY  
SUMMONED to answer  
the Complaint in this  
action and to serve a  
copy of your Answer or,  
if the Complaint is not  
served with this  
Summons, to serve a  
Notice of Appearance  
upon the Plaintiff’s  
attorney within twenty  
(20) days after the  
service of this  
Summons, exclusive of  
the date of service or  
within thirty (30) days  
after the service is  
complete if this  
Summons is not  
personally delivered to  
you within the State of  
New York. If you fail to  
so appear or answer,  
judgment will be taken  
against you by default  
for the relief demanded  
in the Complaint. That  
this Summons is being  
filed pursuant to an  
order of the court  
dated July 27, 2026. 

NOTICE-YOU ARE IN  
DANGER OF LOSING  
YOUR HOME - If you do  
not respond to this  
summons and  
complaint by serving a  
copy of the answer on  
the attorney for the  
mortgage company  
who filed this  
foreclosure proceeding  
against you and filing  
the answer with the  
court, a default  
judgment may be  
entered and you can  
lose your home. Speak  
to an attorney or go to  
the court where your  
case is pending for  
further information on  
how to answer the  
summons and protect  
your property. Sending  
a payment to the  
mortgage company will  
not stop the foreclosure  
action. YOU MUST  
RESPOND BY SERVING  
A COPY OF THE  
ANSWER ON THE  
ATTORNEY FOR THE  
PLAINTIFF (GITSIT  
SOLUTIONS, LLC, NOT  
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL  
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY  
IN ITS CAPACITY AS  
SEPARATE TRUSTEE OF  
GITSIT MORTGAGE  
LOAN TRUST BBPLC1)  
AND FILING THE  
ANSWER WITH THE  
COURT. The foregoing  
summons is served  
upon you by  
publication pursuant to  
an order of the  
Honorable Jeffrey A.  
Goodstein A.J.S.C.  
Dated: July 27, 2026  
Filed: August 6, 2026.  
The object of this  
action is to foreclose a  
mortgage and covering  
the premises known as  
21 Valentine Street,  
Glen Cove, NY 11542.  
Dated: March 11, 2026  
Filed: March 11, 2026  
Knuckles & Manfro,  
LLP, Attorney for  
Plaintiff, By: Jordan J.  
Manfro, Esq., 120  
White Plains Road,  
Suite 215, Tarrytown,  
New York 10591  
Phone: (914) 345-3020 
161971

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE  
SUPREME COURT  
COUNTY OF NASSAU  
THE BANK OF NEW  
YORK MELLON,  
FORMERLY KNOWN AS  
THE BANK OF NEW  
YORK, NOT IN ITS  
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY  
BUT SOLELY AS  
TRUSTEE ON BEHALF  
OF THE HOLDERS OF  
THE CIT MORTGAGE  
LOAN TRUST, 2007-1  
ASSET-BACKED 
CERTIFICATES SERIES  
2007-1, Plaintiff  
AGAINST JOSEPH  
MELCHIONE,
Defendant(s) Pursuant  
to a Judgment of  
Foreclosure and Sale  
duly entered June 23,  
2026, I, the 

undersigned Referee  
will sell at public  
auction at the North  
Side steps of the  
Nassau County  
Supreme Court, 100  
Supreme Court Drive,  
Mineola, NY 11501 on  
October 15, 2026 at  
2:00 PM, premises  
known as 16 Sunset  
Avenue F/K/A 16 Tatum 

Terrace, Glen Cove, NY  
11542. All that certain  
plot piece or parcel of  
land, with the buildings  
and improvements  
erected, situate, lying  
and being in the City of  
Glen Cove, County of  
Nassau and State of  
New York, Section: 21  
Block: 17 Lot: 1 & 2.  
Approximate amount 

of judgment  
$689,855.51 plus  
interest and costs.  
Premises will be sold  
subject to provisions of  
filed Judgment Index  
#617097/2024. For sale  
information, please  
visit ServiceLink  
Auction at  
https://www.servicelink 
auction.com or call 

(866) 539-4173. Karl  
Seman, Esq., Referee  
FEIN, SUCH & CRANE,  
LLP 28 East Main  
Street, Suite 1800  
Rochester, NY 14614  
SPSNY922SL 90926
162299

Public Notices

Public Notices

LGLE1
0917

To place a notice here call 
us at 516-569-4000 x232  

or send an email to:
legalnotices@liherald.com  

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com 

Two dogs were rescued and three res-
idents were displaced after a fire dam-
aged an attached garage at a Glen Cove 
home on Sept. 13.

The Glen Cove Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to 14 Stuart 
Drive East at 3:57 p.m. after Nassau 
County Fire Communications received 
multiple reports of a house fire. Third 
Assistant Chief Philip Grella was the 
first fire official to arrive and found an 
active fire in the garage of the two-story 
home.

Grella transmitted a Signal 10 and 
established fire operations. Second 
Assistant Chief Sǫjeski arrived shortly 
afterward and assumed command. 
Engine 523 of Pacific Engine & Hose 
Company No. 1 was the first engine to 
arrive and placed the initial hose line 
into operation.

Firefighters extinguished the blaze in 
approximately 20 minutes, and officials 
reported that it was brought under con-
trol within 40 minutes. About 60 fire-
fighters participated in the response.

No residents were home when the 

fire began, according to the department. 
Grella and Sea Cliff Fire Department 
Chief Koopmann rescued two dogs from 
the house. Roslyn Rescue Chief Bren-
nan and firefighter Rodni Leftwich Jr. 
administered oxygen to the animals.

Glen Cove EMS Chief Tom Kenary 
and firefighter Paul Lottes then trans-
ported the dogs to a veterinary hospital 
for treatment for smoke inhalation. 
Both dogs were reported to be in good 
condition as of Sept. 15. 

The home was declared uninhabit-
able, displacing its three occupants, and 
the Glen Cove Building Department was 
notified.

The Glen Cove department received 
mutual aid from the Sea Cliff, Locust 
Valley and Roslyn Rescue fire depart-
ments. Syosset and East Norwich fire-
fighters provided standby coverage, 
while Glenwood Hook and Ladder and 
Engine and Hose Company also assist-
ed. Glen Cove EMS, police and auxiliary 
police responded as well.

The fire remains under investigation 
by the Nassau County Fire Marshal’s 
Office and the Nassau County Police 
Department’s Arson/Bomb Squad.   
   -Roksana Amid 

Two dogs rescued from 
house garage fire

Courtesy Glen Cove Fire Department

Approximately 60 firefighters responded to an attached-garage fire at a Stuart Drive 
East home in Glen Cove on Sept. 13. Two dogs were rescued and treated for smoke 
inhalation, and the home’s three occupants were displaced.
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40% OFF
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Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

CALL NOW
516.540.6059

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Add'l terms apply. Offer 
subject to change and vary 
dealer.  Expires 12/27/26.
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Gutters • Siding • Skylights • Attic Fans

We Specialize in Water Leaks

Family Owned 
and Operated
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Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
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Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

CALL NOW

516.540.6059
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Add'l terms apply. Offer 
subject to change and vary 
dealer.  Expires 12/27/26.

1340133

1340737

Roofing • Chimneys • Decks 
Gutters • Siding • Skylights • Attic Fans
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and Operated

516-806-6887 
631-657-5059

Suffolk License #52306-H 
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job over $10,000

$250 OFF any 
job over $2,000
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Free Estimates 

Sr. Citizen 
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Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400
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OPINIONS
Are democratic socialists the tail wagging the dog?

T here is a lot to like about the idea 
of a “big tent” political party. A 
broad coalition should make 
room for people who challenge 

old assumptions and push their leaders 
to do better. But a big tent can’t become 
the stock answer that establishment 
leaders use to avoid a basic question: 
Which of these new ideas do they 

embrace, and 
which do they 
reject?

As public 
debate gets 
pushed toward 
the ideological 
edge, why are the 
loudest and most 
radical voices car-
rying the day? 
Most voters aren’t 
on the outskirts; 
they occupy the 
broad middle, yet 
the fringe seems 

to define the conversation. The middle 
has the numbers, but the fringe has the 
power. How did that happen?

The answer begins with who actually 
shows up. As we’ve seen in recent pri-
maries across the country, small, moti-
vated factions know how to organize 
volunteers and turn out voters when 
almost everyone else stays home. In 
places where one party dominates, a 
primary victory can all but guarantee a 

general-election win. Party leaders, 
eager to preserve their coalition, wel-
come these groups into the “big tent” 
for the sake of unity, even when their 
proposals have no broad support. Lead-
ers yield the agenda to those with the 
flashiest promises — free 
buses, universal child care 
and artificially discounted 
grocery stores, to name a 
few.

These promises sound 
generous, but “free” buses 
still need drivers; univer-
sal child care still requires 
trained caregivers, and the 
groceries in discounted 
supermarkets aren’t magi-
cally cheaper because the 
politician says so. Taxpay-
er-funded services are 
never free; their cost is just passed on to 
someone else. And that shell game has 
been played a long time. Victorian-era 
playwright George Bernard Shaw wrote, 
“A government that robs Peter to pay 
Paul can always depend on the support 
of Paul.”

Take the recent rent-freeze proposal 
in New York City: While the rent in cer-
tain apartments may stay the same, the 
landlord is still responsible for property 
taxes and building repairs. The city 
says the landlord can’t collect that 
money, but, hypocritically, it still 
demands that it be paid. So those costs 

don’t disappear; they are spread to 
unregulated units in the form of higher 
rent.

Owners also defer maintenance and 
pull back on renovations. Over time, 
fewer apartments are available, and 

rents throughout the mar-
ket go up. New renters, 
young families and the 
working class have fewer 
choices and are left to pay 
higher rents.

Again, the fringe makes 
the policy, but everybody 
in the middle lives with 
the consequences. That’s 
just one example, but stack 
all of these pie-in-the-sky 
promises together and the 
costs become unsustain-
able.

The Democratic Socialists of Ameri-
ca offer the most recent example of a 
faction moving from the political fringe 
into prominence within a political 
party. Democratic leaders cautiously 
describe the group as just part of the 
party’s big tent. But a number of Demo-
crats and mainstream media are now 
drawing distinctions. They’re asking 
what, exactly, they are welcoming.

The economic squeeze from demo-
cratic socialists’ policies is only part of 
the concern — the more they unveils 
their platform, the more troubling it 
seems. The DSA has openly called for 

public ownership of essential industry, 
the abolition of the police and prisons, 
full voting rights for non-citizens, and a 
permanently open border. That’s what 
its members want and fight for.

Its national organization has also for-
mally and openly supported the boycott, 
divestment and sanctions movement, 
and DSA’s current endorsement require-
ments for candidates include mandato-
ry support for BDS. Those positions, 
along with DSA’s broader approach to 
Israel and Zionism, have prompted seri-
ous concerns about antisemitism 
among many political observers.

The point for the everyday person is 
that these are not modest reforms. 
These are divisive ideological positions, 
and voters deserve to understand where 
people stand when they seek public 
office, especially those who have DSA 
support.

While a big tent can tolerate dissent, 
it should not give the run of the house 
to whomever shouts the loudest. That 
just makes transparency even more 
important. Elected officials and candi-
dates must be clear about where they 
stand, whom they accept support from, 
and which parts of those organizations’ 
platforms they embrace or reject. Voters 
in the middle deserve to know where 
their representatives draw the line.

Jack Martins represents the 7th State 
Senate District.

T heir priorities 
aren’t just 

modest reforms. 
They’re divisive 
ideological 
positions.

Celebrate Constitution Week by supporting the ERA

A s a college professor who has 
long been involved in civic 
engagement programs and 
voter education at Nassau 

Community College, where I’ve taught 
for 23 years, I look forward to Constitu-
tion Week. From Sept. 17 to 23, educa-
tors around the country will teach stu-

dents about the 
Constitution, 
their civic rights 
and responsibili-
ties, and how 
their voices, and 
votes, count 
because they con-
tribute to a stron-
ger democracy for 
us all.

This week, I’ll 
be focused not 
only on this bipar-
tisan responsibili-

ty, but also on the November midterm 
elections — and on one of the most frus-
trating and misunderstood chapters of 
constitutional history, the saga of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. If you’re 
under the impression that equal rights 
for all citizens, regardless of sex, are the 
law of the land in the United States, you 
have plenty of company, but that’s not 
the case. Even though this landmark leg-

islation has been approved by both hous-
es of Congress and by 38 states — the 
requisite three-quarters of the states 
necessary to ratify an amendment — it 
is still not part of the Con-
stitution.

How can this be, when 
Article V of the Constitu-
tion clearly explains the 
rules by which it can be 
amended, and Congress 
and state legislatures have 
satisfied those rules?

The problem is the legis-
lation’s time-limit loophole. 
In 1972, when both the 
House of Representatives 
and the Senate had passed 
the ERA, it faced a deadline 
imposed by Congress for the required 
ratification by the states — first seven 
years, then extended to 10 years. By the 
end of that decade, 35 states had 
approved the amendment, just three 
states short of what was needed.

Its time was up — even if the dead-
line was nothing more than a provision 
added by Congress that could, and still 
can, be removed by a future Congress to 
move the legislation forward. When 
three more states ratified the amend-
ment — Nevada (2017), Illinois (2018) 
and Virginia (2020) — that milestone 

should have been enough to certify the 
Constitution’s 28th Amendment. But 
since then, the legislation has stalled in 
Congress: Opponents have relied on fili-

busters, pointing to the 
expired timeline, while 
advocates have called out 
the arbitrary nature of the 
deadline and argued for its 
revocation.

The current national 
campaign for the ERA, 
backed by more than 300 
organizations across the 
country and many thou-
sands of people who have 
signed petitions support-
ing it, is making a persua-
sive case to the public — 

and candidates running for Congress 
this fall — that amendment require-
ments have been fulfilled and constitu-
tional equality is long overdue.

The nation observed Women’s Equal-
ity Day on Aug. 26, commemorating the 
19th Amendment, which granted women 
the right to vote in 1920. But even the 
fearless suffragist Alice Paul knew that 
voting rights were just the beginning of 
codifying gender equality in the nation’s 
laws; she knew that grave inequalities 
remained for women in politics, educa-
tion, employment and health care. 

That’s why Paul introduced the ERA in 
1923, and why gender-equality advocates 
have introduced it in every congressio-
nal session since.

Over a century later, it’s time for the 
ERA to not only be reintroduced in Con-
gress, but also enshrined in the Consti-
tution — ideally by the 120th Congress, 
which will convene in January. I know 
that in November, I’ll be voting for can-
didates who support the work that Paul 
started — and that the late, great jour-
nalist Gloria Steinem continued with 
her bold exposés on sexual harassment, 
pay inequality and pregnancy discrimi-
nation in Ms. magazine.

I’m grateful that my congressional 
representative, Laura Gillen, is one of 
219 U.S. representatives, 53 senators, and 
all those citizen activists who have 
affirmed their support for the ERA. 
Please join this historic campaign, mak-
ing it clear to our lawmakers that the 
equal rights movement won’t rest until 
a future Congress acts. Go to Sign4ERA.
org and add your signature. I can’t think 
of a better way to celebrate Constitution 
Week — and to make history — than that.

Susan Cushman, Ph.D., is a professor of 
English and women’s studies at Nassau 
Community College and a member of the 
League of Women Voters of East Nassau.

I f you think 
equal rights 

for all are 
enshrined in the 
Constitution, 
think again.



HERALD EDITORIAL
It’s time to update New York’s mansion tax

New York lawmakers need to 
stop pretending that a $1 mil-
lion home is a mansion.

In 1989, when the state creat-
ed a 1 percent tax on residential proper-
ties selling for $1 million or more, the 
threshold was intended to target luxury 
homeowners. At the time, it made sense. 
Thirty-seven years later, it doesn’t. A 
property on Long Island valued at $1 
million back then now costs roughly $4.5 
million.

On Long Island, $1 million can buy a 
perfectly ordinary home. In Nassau 
County, the median home price is now 
around $880,000, and in Suffolk County, 
it’s roughly $750,000, both near historic 
highs. In communities where demand 
remains strong and inventory remains 
tight, a $1 million price tag is no longer 
an indication that someone is purchas-
ing a sprawling estate. It may simply 
mean they’re buying a house.

That’s why the State Legislature 
should make reforming the so-called 
mansion tax a priority in 2027.

Five major Long Island business orga-
nizations — the Association for a Better 
Long Island, HIA-LI, the Long Island 
Builders Institute, the Long Island Asso-
ciation and the Long Island Contractors 
Association — have called for changes to 
the law. Their proposal deserves serious 
consideration.

The problem isn’t simply that the 
threshold is outdated. The structure of 
the tax is flawed. Once a home reaches 
$1 million, the additional 1 percent tax 
applies to the entire purchase price. A 
house selling for $999,999 doesn’t incur 
the tax. A house selling for $1 million 
does — an additional $10,000 charge.

That is an illogical cliff. A buyer 
doesn’t suddenly become wealthy 
because a home’s sale price crosses an 
arbitrary line. And on Long Island, 
where housing costs have risen so dra-
matically, the tax increasingly falls on 
middle-class families rather than the 
ultra-wealthy buyers the law was 
designed to target.

New York already collects a transfer 
tax on real estate transactions. The addi-
tional $10,000 on a $1 million purchase 
isn’t insignificant, particularly when 
buyers are already dealing with high 
mortgage costs, property taxes, insur-
ance, maintenance and closing expenses.

There is a legitimate argument for 
taxing luxury real estate. New York 
needs revenue, and those who can afford 
exceptionally expensive homes can rea-
sonably be asked to contribute more. But 
that argument falls apart when the defi-
nition of luxury becomes disconnected 
from reality.

The Legislature shouldn’t eliminate 
the mansion tax. It should modernize it. 

First, lawmakers should substantially 
increase the threshold to reflect today’s 
housing market. Second, they should 
index that threshold to inflation or an 
appropriate measure of housing prices, 
so the law doesn’t become obsolete 
again. And third, they should seriously 
consider regional thresholds, because $1 
million means something very different 
in Manhattan, Nassau County and 
upstate New York.

The goal should be a tax that targets 
genuine luxury purchases — not fami-
lies buying modest homes in one of the 
nation’s most expensive housing markets.

The state cannot simultaneously com-
plain about its high cost of living and 
defend a tax structure that adds thou-
sands of dollars to the cost of buying a 
home simply because the housing mar-
ket has appreciated.

If New York wants more people to 
live, work and raise families here, it 
should be looking for ways to make hom-
eownership more attainable, not pre-
serving arbitrary barriers created near-
ly four decades ago. The Legislature has 
had plenty of time to reconsider the 
mansion tax. Now it should do so.

In 1989, $1 million could make you the 
owner of a Long Island mansion. Today, 
it may simply make you a homeowner. 
New York’s tax policy should reflect that 
reality.

LETTERS
Ways to meaningfully 
remember Sept. 11
To the Editor:

How, the Herald asked in its editorial last 
week (“Twenty-five years later, we remem-
ber”), do we remember Sept. 11 in a meaning-
ful way? One way, I suggest, is to learn from 
the mistakes made then to avoid repetition. It 
was novel attack, and the next will be as well, 
probably by drone, infection or massive infra-
structure hack. The list of lessons is long. I’ll 
mention a few.

Next time, the legislative branch should not 
surrender so much authority to the executive; 
the former still has not recovered. The distinc-
tion between criminal acts and acts of war 
was lost, and must be clarified lest it be 
abused again. It must be resolved that no war 
be declared against abstractions like “terror,” 
“radical Islam,” “antifa” or for “prevention,” 
for such amorphisms are easily dressed in 
new clothes.

We have learned, I hope, that no future 
authorization of the use of military force 
should be granted without terms of use, 
including dates of expiration or renewal, and 
progress reports. The last AUMF has been 
made a standing license for a series of costly 
and fruitless abuses over the past quarter-cen-

tury.
And we should not forget that 9/11 ended 

the brief era of bipartisan fiscal responsi-
bility between 1997 and 2000 in which we 
balanced the national budget. With the 
national debt now over $40 trillion, it seems 
there are errors to be corrected, and that we 
are not economically ready for any future 

hostilities.
The 9/11 Commission’s investigation 

found multiple points of failure, producing 
a homeland security conglomerate suppos-
edly having greater unity and foresight. 
That agency, by many reports, has been dis-
tracted, diminished and diverted. If so, the 
nation has forgotten the most basic Boy 
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OPINIONS
Done nothing wrong? That may not protect you.

I t sounds reasonable. Almost self-
evident. And it has become a famil-
iar response to concerns about 
increasingly aggressive govern-

ment enforcement. Why worry about 
ICE? If you’re a citizen, if you’re here 
legally, what’s the problem? Why object 
to greater scrutiny of voter rolls? If 
you’re legally eligible to vote, you have 

nothing to fear.
Except that 

isn’t how govern-
ment power 
works.

The statement 
assumes that only 
people who have 
done something 
wrong will ever 
be questioned, 
investigated, 
detained or fright-
ened. Innocent 
people, apparent-
ly, will somehow 

be recognized as innocent before anyone 
bothers them.

But being innocent doesn’t prevent 
the government from suspecting you of 
wrongdoing, or even arresting you. The 
government may target people not 
because they have committed a crime, 
but to make examples of them, intimi-
date others, or silence those they regard 
as troublesome or subversive.

Sometimes suspicion begins with lit-
tle more than how someone looks or 
speaks. And once you become a suspect, 
your innocence doesn’t protect you from 

being stopped, questioned, searched, 
detained or required to prove who you 
are. Being innocent may determine how 
an encounter with government ends. It 
doesn’t guarantee that the encounter 
never begins.

That matters as we 
approach the midterm 
elections.

The Trump administra-
tion has undertaken an 
extraordinary effort to 
identify noncitizens who 
may have voted illegally. 
The justification is elec-
tion integrity. According to 
the administration, illegal 
voting is at epidemic pro-
portions.

But the numbers tell 
another story. ProPublica 
recently examined the administration’s 
effort. Federal searches generated tens 
of thousands of potential leads involv-
ing suspected illegal voting. Homeland 
Security Investigations agents were sent 
out to pursue them. Between January 
2025 and May 2026, just 41 people were 
charged with voting illegally or other 
election-related crimes. More than 150 
million Americans voted in the last 
presidential election. Tens of thousands 
of leads. Forty-one charges.

So perhaps the more important ques-
tion isn’t what should happen to illegal 
voters. It is what’s going to happen to 
legal voters.

What happens when an American cit-
izen has a name that sounds “foreign”? 

What happens when an eligible voter 
speaks accented English, has brown 
skin, wears clothing associated with 
another culture, or simply worries that a 
government database may contain incor-
rect information? Those voters may have 

done absolutely nothing 
wrong, but they still have 
plenty to worry about.

The concern becomes 
more serious when immi-
gration enforcement moves 
from voter records to poll-
ing places. President 
Trump was asked whether 
he would send National 
Guard troops or ICE offi-
cers to polling locations 
during the midterms. His 
answer was that he would 
“do anything necessary to 

make sure we have honest elections.”
But federal law sharply restricts such 

activity. The Brennan Center for Justice 
notes that federal law prohibits armed 
federal agents from being deployed to 
election sites, and prohibits government 
officials from intimidating voters.

The reality, however, is that ICE 
agents need never appear inside a single 
polling place to make voters fear for 
their freedom and safety.

Imagine that you’re a naturalized cit-
izen. Or that your parents are immi-
grants. Or that someone in your house-
hold has unresolved immigration 
issues. You hear repeatedly that ICE 
may be involved in election enforce-
ment, and that federal agents are exam-

ining voter files. You see news reports 
about investigations of suspected non-
citizen voters.

On Election Day, do you vote? Or do 
you decide that one vote isn’t worth the 
possibility of attracting attention, or 
being wrongfully arrested even if you’re 
100 percent eligible to vote?

That’s what makes the nothing-to-
worry-about argument so dangerous. It 
reverses the relationship between citi-
zens and their government. It means 
that government may scrutinize, inves-
tigate and intimidate whomever it wish-
es, and innocent people should simply 
trust that everything will eventually 
work out.

That isn’t freedom. A right doesn’t 
disappear only when the government 
formally takes it away. It can also be 
weakened, or effectively eliminated, 
when exercising it feels dangerous. A 
government doesn’t have to prevent 
someone from voting if it can make that 
person afraid to vote.

“If you’ve done nothing wrong, 
you’ve got nothing to worry about.” 
Maybe so. But in a free country, citizens 
shouldn’t have to prove their innocence 
before they can exercise their rights 
without fear. Government should exer-
cise its power without making innocent 
people afraid to exercise theirs.

 
Michael Blitz is professor emeritus and 
former chair of the Department of Inter-
disciplinary Studies at the City Universi-
ty of New York’s John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice.

Imagine you’re 
a naturalized 

citizen who’s 
heard all about 
ICE. On Election 
Day, do you vote?

FRAMEWORK by Tim Baker

At the Town of Hempstead’s Sept. 11 memorial service — Point Lookout

LETTERS
Scout precept, “Be prepared.”

We have heroes to honor, victims to 
mourn, survivors to grieve with because 
the criminals were more clever than we 
imagined. To meaningfully remember 
Sept. 11, we should remember that con-
nection, and make their memory a 
motive to make no more such heroes.

BRIAN KELLY
Rockville Centre

Borecky is right: Our 
elections need safeguards
To the Editor:

Re “Our laws assume, incorrectly, 
that our leaders have integrity,” the let-
ter from Claudia Borecky, president of 
the Bellmore Merrick Democratic Club, 
in the Sept. 3-9 issue: The letter has 
some important points, and I agree that 
more must be done to improve our elec-
tion system. But Ms. Borecky has not 
fully examined the issues that some of 
our nation’s cities and states have had 
with voting irregularities.

While there is no question that the 
demonstrations on Jan. 6, 2021, will for-
ever be a blight on our political system, 

and I do not in any way share the belief 
that Donald Trump won the 2020 presi-
dential election, there have been credi-
ble news stories in major publications 
reporting that some cities experienced 
voting irregularities in that and prior 
elections that may or may not have ben-
efited either political party.

We know from these news reports 
that in some cities, there were mail-in 
votes from deceased people. We also 
have heard about duplicate ballots being 
cast. And there have been examples of 
non-citizens casting ballots. 

I do not think that any of these irreg-
ularities have resulted in the wrong can-
didate winning any presidential elec-
tion. But that may not be the case in 
congressional elections or local govern-
ment races, which can also have a major 
impact. 

Again, I agree with Ms. Borecky that 
we are far behind other countries in cre-
ating proper safeguards for our elec-
tions. I will go one step further and sug-
gest that our system, which enables 
each state to decide how elections 
should take place, has resulted in an 
imbalanced field, and that all elections 
should be conducted in the same man-
ner, with the same equipment, all across 
our country. That way, no state or politi-

cian could cast doubt on any other state 
or party. 

And I agree completely with Ms. 
Borecky about the slander and defama-
tion laws that are missing from our 
political campaigns. It disgusts me to 
have to listen to both sides spewing 

false information about their opposing 
candidates. It leaves the voters with 
tough decisions as we try to uncover 
the truth.

RICHARD S. KAHN
Glen Cove
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ELIZABETH (LIZ) LUCIANO | Associate Real Estate Broker
c.516.641.4420 | elizabethluciano@danielgale.com

Setting the Course. 
Delivering the Destination.

SOLD
8 Laurel Way, Sea Cliff, NY

MLS# 979955

SOLD
133 16th Avenue, Sea Cliff, NY

MLS# 947328

SOLD
8 Woodridge Lane, Sea Cliff, NY

MLS# L3553007 

SOLD
35 Highland Road, Glen Cove, NY

MLS# 913197

We Make Real Estate Smooth Sailing.

JEAN MARIE STALZER | Real Estate Salesperson
c.516.509.7564 | jeanmariestalzer@danielgale.com

ELIZABETH (LIZ) LUCIANO
Associate Real Estate Broker | Sterling Circle of Accomplishment

c.516.641.4420 | elizabethluciano@danielgale.com

JEAN MARIE STALZER
Real Estate Salesperson | Sterling Circle of Accomplishment

c.516.509.7564 | jeanmariestalzer@danielgale.com

Liz Luciano and Jean Marie Stalzer bring a seamless, stress-free experience to every transaction, guiding their clients across the North Shore with local 
expertise, personal attention, and a genuine passion for what they do. With a strong wind at your back and the right team by your side, the path from 
listed to sold has never looked smoother. 

Whether you're ready to drop anchor on your next chapter or set sail toward something new, Liz and Jean Marie are with you every step of the voyage. 
Start your journey today.

The tides are in your favor, it’s a seller’s market.
There’s no better time to make your move.

Wheatley Plaza Office | 342 Wheatley Plaza, Greenvale, NY | 516.626.7600 | danielgale.com

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE SAGE FOUNDATION

Join Us for the Golf Outing on Thursday, October 1st

SOLD
64 Ransom Avenue, Sea Cliff, NY

Off-Market Sale 
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