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WHETHER YOU’RE 
A 73 YEAR OLD 
JAZZ MUSICIAN 
OR A 10 YEAR OLD 
FASHIONISTA, OUR 
CARE IS DESIGNED 
AROUND YOU.

Michael and Madison couldn’t be more different. 
But they do have one thing in common: they’re 
both cancer-free after being treated at 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. That’s 
because we personalize care for everyone who 
walks through our doors. For Madison, that 
meant scheduling her treatments around school 
and family time, and always keeping her favorite 
art supplies around. For Michael, it was correcting 
an earlier diagnosis and giving him years he was 
told he didn’t have.

One other way they’re alike? Star power. 
People treated at MSK live better, longer.

© 2026 Memorial Sloan Kettering Caner Center. All rights reserved. Based on Medicare patient data adjusted survival rate for all cancers combined when compared to all NCI-Designated Comprehensive Cancer Centers.
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For three decades, cyclists 
have gathered at Harry Tappen 
Beach, in Sea Cliff to ride the 
winding roads of Long Island’s 
North Shore while raising 
money for children 
in need.

The Nassau Bicy-
cle Challenge will 
celebrate its 30th 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o n 
June 28, bringing 
riders of all ages 
and ski l l  levels 
together for a com-
munity event that 
has raised more 
than $325,000 for 
children’s charities 
since its founding 
in 1997. Proceeds 
benefit the Kiwanis 
C l u b  o f  N o r t h 
Shore Foundation, a 
nonprofit that sup-
p o r t s  p r o g r a m s 
including the Kiwanis Pediat-
ric Trauma Center at Cohen 
Children’s Medical Center, the 
Pediatric Lyme Disease Foun-
dation, Kamp Kiwanis, Nosh 
Delivers and other youth-
focused initiatives. 

The ride began as a personal 
mission for Thomas DeStio, a 

Sea Cliff resident and longtime 
Kiwanis member. His son, 
Tommy, was born prematurely 
in 1996 with serious health 
complications, and spent time 
in the critical care unit at what 
is now the Kiwanis Pediatric 
Trauma Center in New Hyde 

Park. 
“He was very 

premature, and the 
kid was really in 
bad shape,” DeStio 
recalled. “The only 
way I could come up 
with something to 
help was to create 
the bike ride.”

An avid long-dis-
tance cyclist who 
had taken part in 
endurance rides 
across the country, 
D e S t i o  s a w  a n 
opportunity to com-
bine his passion for 
the sport with a 
desire to give back. 

“I kind of put 
two and two together,” he said. 
“Kiwanis was a community-
minded organization, and they 
gave me a tool to possibly put 
together a bike ride to raise 
money to give to the hospital.” 

Today, 36-year-old Tommy 
DeStio is a successful market-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

W e cheer 
every 

rider when they 
come in, and 
we celebrate 
them and 
congratulate 
them.

LESLIE KLE
treasurer, 
North Shore Kiwanis

Roksana Amid/Herald

Two kittens rescued from a Glen Cove home on Monday awaited care at Cove Animal Rescue. 
The shelter is housing dozens of cats that were removed from the residence as authorities 
continue an animal cruelty investigation.

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com 

For years, Danielle Reiss and Adam Son-
tag said, they watched sick cats emerge from 
a neighboring Glen Cove property, repeated-
ly reporting their concerns to police and ani-
mal welfare organizations while fearing the 
animals were living in poor conditions. 

Those concerns culminated Monday 
when authorities removed more than 100 
cats from a home on St. Andrews Lane dur-
ing an animal cruelty investigation. 

Police arrested 54-year-old Olena Horbatko 
and charged her with 67 counts of animal 
cruelty, two counts of reckless endangerment 

and one count of endangering the welfare of 
a child. Authorities said the investigation 
remained active and that additional charges 
might be filed as the rescue effort continued. 

Reiss and Sontag said they were relieved 
that action was finally taken, but wish it had 
happened sooner. “We’ve known about this 
for years and tried to get something done,” 
Reiss said. 

The couple’s first encounter with their 
neighbor came shortly after they moved to 
Walnut Road, adjacent to the St. Andrews 
Lane in August 2021, when an orange cat 
appeared in their yard. 

“The cat looked like it had been lost for a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

More than 100 cats removed 
from alleged hoarding house

Kiwanis Club 
Bike Challenge 
marks 30 years

Elizabeth “Liz” Luciano
Associate Real Estate Broker
c.516.641.4420
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We Make Real Estate Smooth Sailing

Wheatley Plaza Office
342 Wheatley Plaza, Greenvale, NY | danielgale.com

Jean Marie Stalzer
Real Estate Salesperson
c.516.509.7564
jeanmariestalzer@danielgale.com



By JULIA CAPITELLI
jcapitelli@liherald.com 

Performers and literature lovers will come together 
for the Sea Cliff Civic Association’s annual James 
Joyce Jaunt next week. The adaptation of author 
James Joyce’s “Ulysses” is performed in recognition 
of Bloomsday, celebrated globally on June 16 each year. 

Civic association President Ann DiPietro and her 
husband, Dan, began the James Joyce Jaunt 15 years 
ago. It began as a small event with no more than five 
actors in costume reading excerpts from the novel. 
Since then, the performance has become a mobile one, 
with different scenes taking place in several locations 
throughout the village. It features more actors, and all 
scenes are adapted by Dan and Sea Cliff resident Fred 
Stroppel. 

“It’s evolved,” Dan said, “quite a bit.”
All events of the more than 700-page novel take 

place in one day, June 16, 1904. The date has become 
known as “Bloomsday,” named for main character Leo-
pold Bloom. Celebrations are held in communities 
around the world.

“There’s something kind of powerful,” Dan said, 
“about being part of a global event.”

This year, the performance will be held in a single 
location, in the parking lot at Campground Craft Beer 
& Coffee on Sea Cliff Avenue. Dan said they chose to 
have it in one location because several regular attend-
ees have expressed difficulty with the walking typical-
ly required during the jaunt. Moving throughout the 
village for different scenes is intended to simulate 
Bloom’s travels through Dublin in the novel.

Stroppel explained that this year’s preparation con-
sists largely of mapping out the performance in the 
space. The majority of the actors are returning in the 

same roles they have held for several years. Stroppel 
said using one location may help focus the story 
because there will be no breaks between scenes.

“It’s going to be interesting,” he said, “just doing it 
in one flowing narrative and seeing how it comes 
together.” 

Dan praised Stroppel for his ability to “streamline” 
the novel’s story for the performance. The jaunt focus-
es on telling the story of the developing father-son 
relationship between Bloom and the younger protago-
nist, Stephen Dedalus. Stroppel said they chose to dra-

matize scenes they thought would reach the audience.  
Ann and Dan expressed admiration for Joyce’s writ-

ing style and said that many people may be intimidat-
ed by the novel. Ann added that many attendees show 
interest in reading “Ulysses” following the jaunt. 

“So often at the end,” she said, “people will say, ‘I 
never knew that James Joyce was so funny,’ and it’s 
true.”

The performance will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday. 
Stroppel said he hopes to leave attendees with some-
thing to think about. 

Herald file photo

The Sea Cliff Civic Association holds the James Joyce Jaunt to celebrate of Bloomsday, recognized on June 16.

Actors prepare for literary performance
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CONTRACTING & CONSULTING

Vision. Design. Integrity.
Building What�Endures.

CONTRACTING & CONSULTING

DON’T WAIT. EARLY ACTION PROTECTS
YOUR VOUCHER AND YOUR HOME.

Hempstead and Nassau County Residents

ARE YOU AT RISK OF LOSING YOUR
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER?

s

Housing Help Inc. is a HUD-Approved
Housing Counseling Agency

HELP IS AVAILABLE

Do you have a Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8), and
are facing eviction or possible voucher termination?

516-912-3443CALL US TODAY!
www.housinghelpinc.org

Appointments available in person, by phone, or videoconference.

Housing Help Inc. offers FREE and confidential assistance with:

Eviction and Court Notices • Voucher Termination • Understanding
Program Requirements • Connection to Pro Bono Legal Help
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com 

For Glen Cove High School valedicto-
rian Saoirse Fiedor, earning the top aca-
demic honor in the Class of 2026 was 
never about chasing a title.

Instead, the 18-year-old said her suc-
cess grew from a quiet determination to 
do her best, a love of learning and inspi-
ration drawn from generations of family 
members who overcame adversity and 
dedicated their lives to helping others.

Fiedor, who graduated with a 99.96 
unweighted average and a 107.08 weight-
ed GPA, completed 14 Advanced Place-
ment courses while earning member-
ship in the National Honor Society, 
National English Honor Society, Science 
National Honor Society, Mu Alpha 
Theta, Ro Kappa and the World Lan-
guage Honor Society. This fall, she will 
attend Binghamton University as a 
member of its University Scholars Pro-
gram, where she plans to major in bio-
logical sciences. 

She hopes to pursue a career in medi-
cine, though she said she plans to keep 
an open mind as she explores opportuni-
ties in college.

“Right now I’m seriously leaning 
toward being an M.D.,” Fiedor said. 
“But I’m going to explore, see what suits 
my abilities and what suits my goals.”

Her interest in medicine stems in 
part from her family’s history. Fiedor’s 

maternal grandmother, Moonja Ham, is 
a nurse who emigrated from Korea. Her 
late granduncle left Korea to study med-
icine in Germany after the family lost 
nearly everything during World War II. 
After becoming a physician, he earned 
enough money to help Moonja Ham and 
another sibling attend nursing school.

Learning about those sacrifices left a 
lasting impression. 

“I guess it helped me always get this 
attitude, like, if they could manage this, 
then I’m sure I can get through whatev-
er I face,” Fiedor said. 

More recently, watching her grand-
mother’s health decline in the years 
since the COVID-19 pandemic strength-
ened her desire to help others through 
medicine and scientific research.

“I really want to help people,” Fiedor 
said. “I want to be able to help people 
find new cures, especially for things 
that we don’t know about yet.” 

While many high-achieving students 
describe intense parental pressure, Fie-
dor said her family took a different 
approach. Her mother, Gina Ham, works 
as a computer programmer designing 
surveys for market research, and she 
said her family always encouraged her 
to pursue her own goals. 

“My mom was never like those tiger 
moms,” she said. “They always remind-
ed me that I don’t have to be perfect. I 
always have a choice.” 

That freedom, she said, helped fuel 

her motivation because her accomplish-
ments felt like her own. 

During her four years at Glen Cove 
High School, Fiedor developed a partic-
ular interest in science and chemistry. 
She said she discovered that a subject 
many students find intimidating came 
naturally to her, helping solidify her 
interest in STEM fields.

Outside the classroom, music has 
remained an important part of her life. 
Fiedor began taking piano lessons in 
second grade and participated in the 
New York State School Music Associa-
tion program before the pandemic inter-
rupted her progression through the lev-
els. She also played violin from fourth 
grade through middle school before 
teaching herself how to play the viola 
during her freshman year.

After borrowing a viola over Febru-
ary break, she spent the week learning 
the instrument through online resourc-
es and sheet music. By the spring con-
cert, she had successfully switched from 
violin to viola. 

“I wanted to branch out and see what 
I could do on my own,” she said.

Principal Allen Hudson, who has 
worked in the district for 21 years, said 
Fiedor’s academic record ranks among 
the most impressive he has seen.

“I have nothing but great things to 
say about Saoirse,” Hudson said. “She’s 
brilliant. I love the fact that she’s self-
motivated.” Hudson added that her GPA 

may be the highest he has encountered 
during his time in the district.

As she prepares to leave Glen Cove 
for Binghamton, Fiedor said the lessons 
she learned from her family remain her 
greatest source of motivation: work 
hard, stay compassionate and use 
knowledge to help others.

Saoirse Fiedor is the 2026 valedictorian

Courtesy Glen Cove City School District 

For Fiedor, earning the top academic 
honor in the Class of 2026 was never 
about chasing a title.

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com 

While many students spend their 
high school years searching for a direc-
tion, Glen Cove High School salutatori-
an Peyton Angalet found hers by com-
bining two passions: science and help-
ing others. 

Angalet, 18, will graduate as the 
Class of 2026 salutatorian before head-
ing to the Illinois Institute of Technolo-
gy in Chicago this fall. She plans to 
study biomedical engineering. The field, 
she said, will let her merge her love of 
mathematics, physics and medicine 
while developing technologies that can 
improve lives.

“I still found medicine really interest-
ing, and I really love physics and the 
engineering aspect of it,” Angalet said. 
“I thought I could combine the two with-
out having to go to medical school.” 

Her interest in biomedical engineer-
ing solidified during a health science 
and professions course she took last 
year. While the class exposed her to 
medical careers, it also helped her real-
ize that medical school was not the path 
she wanted to pursue. 

Instead, she became fascinated by the 
engineering side of healthcare, includ-
ing the development of prosthetics, 
medical devices, brain-imaging technol-
ogy and other innovations designed to 
improve patient outcomes.

“They have a lot of opportunities for 
developing new technologies that bene-
fit people’s health and innovation in 
medicine,” she said. 

Although Angalet  has always 
excelled in science and mathematics, 
she said she has never limited herself to 
those subjects. 

“I’ve always been more science and 
math oriented,” she said. “But I wasn’t 
really sure what I wanted to major in or 
really study and pursue in life until last 
year because I still find history and Eng-
lish and the arts really incredible and 
amazing to learn in.” 

Angalet also serves as president of 
the school’s newspaper, helping oversee 
coverage of student life, events and 
achievements. The publication regular-
ly highlights everything from Spirit 
Week and homecoming festivities to stu-
dent accomplishments and volunteer 
efforts.

“We mostly do stuff centered on 
school just to keep people interested in 
what’s going on at the school,” she said. 

Principal Allen Hudson praised 
Angalet’s leadership and dedication to 
producing content that resonates with 
students. 

“Each time the school newspaper is 
created, I get the privilege to see it 
before it’s distributed to everyone,” Hud-
son said. “Peyton does a phenomenal job 
of really looking and finding things that 
would be of interest to students.” 

Hudson said the publication succeeds 
because it is written from a student’s 
perspective. 

“The reality is we’re the adults — we 
think we really kind of know what’s 
going on — but it’s not about us, it’s 
about them,” Hudson said. “To have 
someone of the caliber of Peyton, who’s 
extremely smart, working on that really 
is great for us.” 

She served as president of the Math 
Honor Society and participating in the 
National Science Honor Society. 
Through those groups, she has orga-
nized and participated in tutoring pro-
grams, STEM-focused outreach activi-
ties, Earth Day initiatives and events 
designed to encourage students to devel-
op an interest in mathematics and sci-
ence. 

One volunteer experience that stands 
out to Angalet was working with chil-
dren during St. John’s of Lattingtown’s 
annual country fair. 

“I love working with kids,” she said. 
“I think they’re really cool and honest 
to talk to.”

That compassion is one of the quali-
ties Hudson believes will serve her well 
in the future. 

“The fact that she says she loves kids 
— not everyone loves kids,” Hudson 
said. “But I think that speaks volumes 
as to who she is, who she’s going to be, 
and she will be extremely successful.” 

Angalet credits her parents, Stephen 

and Jennifer Angalet, for encouraging 
her educational pursuits. Her father 
works in communications engineering, 
helping maintain systems used by emer-
gency services in Port Washington, 
while her mother is an information 
technology analyst for the Glen Cove 
City School District.

Peyton Angalet is the 2026 salutatorian

Courtesy Glen Cove City School District 

 Angalet will graduate as the class of 
2026 salutatorian before heading to the 
Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago. 



Dear Great Book Guru,
I am very excited about Sea 
Cliff Arts Council’s first annu-
al Film Festival.  So many 

films and great Q and A’s afterwards!  
Can you recommend a quick, 
engrossing book to read dur-
ing the week?  

Film Fest Fan

Dear Film Fest Fan, 
 I recently read “A Better 
Life” by Lionel Shriver. This 
is a darkly controversial 
novel set in Brooklyn’s 
Dimas Park - a neighborhood 
of lovely, large Victorian 
homes.

Gloria is a recently 
divorced mother of three 
adult children. She is struggling with 
debts, and her aging house is getting 
more and more difficult to maintain.

The story is viewed from the perspec-
tive of her youngest son Nico. Having 
graduated from college, he is living at 
home and making no attempt to find a 
job. When Gloria hears about a new city-

wide program - Big Apple Big Heart - 
that pays homeowners to board recent 
immigrants, she sees a way out of her 
financial bind.

From the start, Nico is not happy. 
When Martine arrives, she 
immediately bonds with Glo-
ria and her daughters. Mar-
tine is the poster child for the 
program - eager to help with 
the household chores and 
great company. 

It is only when disturbing 
facts about her family emerge 
and inconsistencies in her 
story arise that we begin to 
wonder if Nico was justified 
in his hostile attitude. But we 
are also left to wonder if he 
is a reliable narrator. 
 As the months go by 

and tensions build, we sympathize with 
Gloria and Martine but wonder if Big 
Apple Big Heart can possibly work.  A 
disturbing story but recommended. 

Would you like to ask the Great Book 
Guru for a book suggestion? Contact her 
at annmdipietro@gmail.com.

American Dream?

ANN
DIPIETRO

THE GREAT BOOK GURU

CRIME WATCH

  A 40-year-old Glen Cove man was 
arrested June 3 by Officer Caruso 
on multiple Glen Cove warrants and 
charged with aggravated unlicensed 
operation, aggravated unlicensed 
operation, unlicensed operation, pass-
ing a red traffic signal and equipment 
violations. The arrest occurred on 
Glen Street.

  A 31-year-old Glen Cove man was 
arrested June 3 by Officer William 
Telese and charged with driving while 
intoxicated. The arrest occurred on 
Charles Street.

  A 35-year-old Glen Cove man was 
arrested June 5 by Officer Meli and 
charged with criminal obstruction of 
breathing, harassment, menacing and 
endangering the welfare of a child. The 
arrest occurred on Brewster Street.

  A 25-year-old Bronx man was arrested 
June 5 by Officer Fretto and charged 
with grand larceny. The arrest oc-
curred on Bridge Street.

  A 56-year-old Glen Cove man was 
arrested June 5 by Officer Bedell for 
criminal possession of a weapon. 

ARRESTS

People named in Crime Watch items as having been arrested and charged with violations or crimes 
are only suspected of committing those acts of which they are accused. They are all presumed to be 
innocent of those charges until and unless found guilty in a court of law.
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HELP WANTED
EXPERIENCED 
CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY
C L E A N E R

JOHN (516) 315-7895 | INFO@ALLCLEANCARPETINC.COM

  MONDAY – FRIDAY, FULL TIME 
$50,000- $60,000/ YEAR

 EXPOSURE TO HIGH END CLEANING

 CLEAN DRIVER’S LICENSE

 GOOD WRITTEN AND  
 VERBAL COMMUNICATION

  UPHOLSTERY, CARPET, SPOT CLEANING 
WITH PORTABLES AND TRUCKMOUNT

 PICK UP AND DELIVERIES

  EXPERIENCED APPLICANTS ONLY - 
NO EXPERIENCE NEED NOT APPLY

1348401

Attorney advertising

Protecting Your Future 
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger

Attorneys-at-Law

ETTINGER LAW FIRM
ELDER LAW ESTATE PLANNING SINCE 1991

trustlaw.com

FREE CONSULTATION: 516-327-8880 or email info@trustlaw.com

 

Visit us at trustlaw.com 
to learn more or search 

Ettinger Law on 
YouTube for our elder 

law estate 

Book Review: “The Gift” by Edith Eger 
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HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com
■ E-MAIL: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: subscriptions@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942
■ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460
■   DISPLAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: rglickman@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643
■ PUBLIC NOTICES: Ext. 232 E-mail: legalnotices@liherald.com 

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. Periodicals 
postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald, 2 Endo Blvd. Garden 
City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $52 per year auto pay or $65 one time payment within Nassau county (excluding qualified zip codes) or $76 outside 
of Nassau County or by qualified request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2026 Richner Communications, Inc. All 
rights reserved.
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Take us on
VacaTion
Bring your local Herald Newspaper  
with you on vacation, take a photo  
with the Herald and submit it to  
jharmon@liherald.com. 
Submit your photos for a chance to be 
featured in the Herald Around the World!
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Nothing Could be Finer 
than Breakfast, Lunch, and 

Dinner at the Diner
Stop By For A Fabulous Meal, Quality Food, 

and Great Service

15% OFF
Your order with Coupon.  

Expires 6/30/26

187 Glen Street-Glen Cove, by CVS. • www.glencovediner.com  
516-676-1400 | Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-9pm  

Friday & Saturday 8am-10pm • Sunday 8am-7pm
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Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS 
perfection

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
4  Kielbasa Sausages (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81957ZSR  separately $242.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to 
each shipping address that includes SKU 81957. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive 
prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard 

shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other 
restrictions may apply. Some products may not be availablefor sale in your area. Sales are 

subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 06/30/26. Omaha Steaks, LLC 26M10124

SAVE 59%

GET 8 FREE
BURGERS

A $23 value

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves3447
1.888.792.3598 Ask for FREE burgers with offer 81957ZSR   

OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves3447
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Challenge has ‘a very festive atmosphere’
ing executive, a husband and a father-to-
be. His journey from medically fragile 
infant to thriving adult remains a 
source of inspiration for his father, and 
for the event he created.

The ride, formerly known as the Nas-
sau-to-Suffolk Bicycle Challenge, now 
focuses exclusively on Nassau County. 
Riders can choose between a 25-mile 
route or a more demanding one that’s 10 
miles longer. Both begin at the Harry 
Tappen Beach Boat Basin and wind 
through some of Long Island’s most sce-
nic North Shore communities, includ-
ing Locust Valley and Bayville, offering 
waterfront views and the Gold Coast’s 
rolling landscapes. 

“It’s not a race,” Leslie Kle, treasurer 
of North Shore Kiwanis and one of the 
event organizers, said. “We have all lev-
els of riders. It’s all fun.” 

Kle said that many participants 
return year after year, drawn by the 
event’s welcoming atmosphere and 
charitable mission. “We’ve had riders 
that have come, if not all of the 29 years, 
then very many of those years,” she 
said. “They would be upset to see it go. 
So we have a lot of loyal riders who con-
tinue to come back year after year.” 

Organizing the ride is a months-long 
effort. Planning begins in February, with 
permit applications, followed by spon-
sorship outreach, publicity campaigns 
and route preparation. Volunteers dis-

tribute fliers to bicycle shops, post signs 
throughout the area and coordinate 
food, refreshments and rider support.

The event includes rest stops in Bay-
ville and Locust Valley stocked with 
water, sports drinks, fruit and snacks. 
Organizers also provide cue sheets, digi-
tal maps and extensive route markings 

to ensure that riders stay on course. 
“One of the things that we kind of 

pride ourselves on is we have every 
turn marked on the ride,” Kle said. 
“When they come back, many of them 
say it’s the best-marked ride that 
they’re ever on.”

More than 20 volunteers help manage 

registration, staff rest stops and sup-
port riders throughout the day. Family 
members and members of North Shore 
Kiwanis’s Young Professionals group 
also pitch in. 

“We cheer every rider when they 
come in, and we celebrate them and con-
gratulate them,” Kle said. “We have raf-
fles. We try to make it a little bit more of 
a party atmosphere.” 

Kiwanis President Chris Salmon said 
the challenge has become known for its 
camaraderie as much as its fundraising. 
“Rain or shine, a lot of people attend,” 
Salmon said. “There’s great fun and 
enjoyment. It’s a very festive atmo-
sphere.” 

Salmon emphasized that every dollar 
raised supports charitable causes. The 
club foundation also funds programs 
such as Klothes 4 Kids, which provides 
back-to-school clothing for children in 
need, scholarships; community food 
assistance efforts; and support for local 
families facing hardships. 

For DeStio, the ride’s longevity is 
proof that a simple idea can have a last-
ing impact. “It takes months to put that 
together,” he said. “But everything led 
to helping out the hospital. This was a 
way we could give back.”

Online registration is $50 through 
June 23, with walk-in registration avail-
able on the day of the ride for $60. Addi-
tional information is available at 
n2nbc.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy Julia Salat

Tom DeStio, left, founder of North Shore Kiwanis’s Bicycle Challenge, with the event’s 
co-chairs, Leslie Kle and Roger Hill, thanked the event’s sponsors for their financial 
support as it celebrates 30 years.
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n a fast-moving business world, Susan 
Gatti believes most leaders are asking 
the wrong questions when planning 
for AI investment.

Instead of adopting the latest tools, 
the Disruptive Spark® founder says 
companies should begin clarity, mindset 
and trust.

“We want to be the voice in your head, 
guiding you toward factual decisions,” 
Gatti said during a recent interview. 
“Being good stewards of your reputation, 
your company and the people who work 
for you, that’s what matters.”

Gatti is a Long Island-based 
business advisor, speaker and founder 
of Disruptive Spark®, a boutique 
performance consultancy that works with 
growth-minded leaders and  
mid-sized businesses. Drawing on decades 
of leadership experience, she helps 
organizations navigate change, improve 
operational performance and embrace 
emerging technology without losing sight 
of company culture or human connection.

As businesses feel mounting pressure 
to adopt artificial intelligence and 
automation tools, Gatti said many 
executives are operating from fear 
messages.

“Leaders are being told, ‘Do something 
with AI or we’ll be left behind,’” she 
explained. “That pressure to be relevant, 

mixed with the reality that many 
organizations don’t yet know what needs 
to be done, leads to uncertainty that 
causes indecision.”

That’s where Disruptive Spark®  
steps in.

Rather than pushing businesses toward 
expensive technology, Gatti focuses first 
on identifying the problem a company is 
trying to solve, then following a proven 
decision model to help business leaders 
make smarter decisions.

According to Gatti, most companies 
struggle with three operational pain 
points: inefficient repetitive tasks, 

customer service friction and concerns 
around security and financial risk.  
AI can help solve those issues if leaders 
approach implementation strategically.

Market challenges are putting 
pressure on local companies to operate 
more efficiently, while protecting their 
relationships and reputation. “Every 
dollar counts right now,” Gatti said.  
“AI tools that allow businesses to go 
deeper with the client base they already 
have are more valuable than constantly 
chasing new customers.”

Disruptive Spark® helps companies 
navigate transformation. Gatti believes 

resistance is a big reason large-scale 
technology initiatives fail.

Early in her career, she recognized 
the problem was often less about 
the technology and more about how 
organizations communicated and 
prepared for change.

Disruptive Spark® now works with 
organizations to reduce resistance by 
building readiness campaigns before 
implementation begins. The company 
offers leader education, communication 
strategies, readiness assessments and 
coping practices that empower teams to 
feel calmer, more comfortable and more 
engaged during transitions.

“We found that when people 
understood the value for them personally, 
adoption rates skyrocketed,” Gatti 
explained.

One service Disruptive Spark® offers 
is helping organizations establish ethical 
AI standards and clear communication 
policies.

“I would double down very quickly on 
creating AI ethics and standards,” Gatti 
said. “Everybody is experimenting with 
AI, whether the company has sanctioned 
it or not.”

By creating guardrails, businesses can 

Disruptive Spark founder helps businesses navigate AI

Herald Content Studio articles are produced by the Herald's marketing division and independent of the newsroom. The Herald may be compensated by featured companies or purchases made through these articles, 
which does not constitute the Herald's endorsement.

I

Susan@disruptivespark.com
516-202-8884
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Over 100 cats are rescued from G.C. home
while, because it looked sick and needed 
treatment,” Reiss recalled. “But I could 
tell it was an expensive breed of cat, and 
I thought somebody was probably miss-
ing this cat.”

After posting about the animal on 
Facebook, the couple said, they were 
contacted by someone involved in local 
cat rescue who was familiar with a near-
by home and concerns about the ani-
mals there. 

Sontag said they documented the 
cat’s condition, contacted police and 
even forwarded information they dis-
covered online, including what they 
described as a website advertising cats 
for sale. “We were always told there was 
nothing they could do about getting into 
the house,” he said. 

In recent years, the couple said, addi-
tional cats appeared in their yard, many 
showing signs of illness or injury.  

“You’d walk past the house, you’d see 
cats in the yard that looked unwell,” 
Reiss said. “You could smell the house 
from the sidewalk. It was clearly obvi-
ous that there was something going on 
with the animals that lived in the 
home.”

On Monday, Glen Cove police 
received a call from Horbatko’s 18-year-
old daughter, who reported concerns 

about living conditions inside the resi-
dence she shared with her mother and 
13-year-old sister. According to Detective 
Lt. John Nagle of the Glen Cove Police 
Department, officers entered the home 
with the daughters’ permission. 

“We observed the awful living condi-
tions,” Nagle said. “The 
filth, the animals, the ani-
mal secretions and the over-
whelming odor of ammo-
nia.”

Police launched an inves-
tigation, obtained a search 
warrant and began remov-
ing animals from the home. 
As the scope of the opera-
tion became clear, members 
o f  t h e  N a s s a u  C o u n t y 
HazMat team joined Glen 
Cove police, investigators 
from the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals and animal welfare 
workers at the scene. 

By Monday afternoon authorities 
had removed 65 cats and two dogs. On 
Tuesday, crews returned and removed 
another 53 cats, including a dead kitten. 

Nagle said that many of the animals 
were suffering from health problems, 
including respiratory ailments and eye 
infections. 

“The house is in disarray,” he said. 

“There were various hiding spots and 
holes in the walls where the cats were. 
We’re trying to make sure we don’t leave 
any animals behind.” 

Matthew Roper, director of law 
enforcement for the Nassau County 
SPCA, described the conditions inside 

the house as among the 
worst he has seen. “Every 
floor of the house is covered 
in fecal matter,” he said. 
“Cat urine is everywhere. 
There are overflowing  litter 
boxes in the kitchen. It’s cov-
ered with waste, garbage 
and food waste.” 

Roper said that SPCA 
investigators were working 
with police to safely remove 
every animal from the prop-
erty. “We’ll be here for the 

pendency of this until all the cats are 
removed safely,” he said, noting that 
humane traps and infrared cameras 
would be used to ensure that no animals 
remain hidden inside.

Many of the rescued cats were taken 
to Cove Animal Rescue, which suddenly 
found itself caring for dozens of addi-
tional animals despite already housing 
roughly 60 cats. Although the Nassau 
County SPCA had arranged for the ani-
mals to be transferred to a facility in the 

Hudson Valley, they remained in Glen 
Cove because Horbatko did not relin-
quish ownership, according to Cove Ani-
mal Rescue Manager Diane Connolly. 

Area veterinary facilities, as well, 
struggled to accommodate the cats. Con-
nolly said that some that needed medi-
cal attention were initially taken to vet-
erinary hospitals and then returned to 
the shelter after receiving emergency 
treatment. About 15 of the most serious-
ly ill animals remained under veteri-
nary care.

The rescued cats are currently quar-
antined while veterinarians evaluate 
their conditions. “The very young kit-
tens, of course, are most needy,” Connol-
ly said.

Despite the challenges, she said, staff 
and volunteers remain committed to 
caring for the animals. “I don’t know 
what gets you first — the cuteness of 
them, or the fact that this cuteness is 
disturbed by disease or whatever is 
going on with it,” she said.

The rescue effort has significantly 
strained the organization’s already lim-
ited resources. “We dipped very deep 
into our resources at this point, which 
are already shallow,” Connolly said. 
“We’re hoping that friends will come 
forward and recognize the fact that we 
did what we could.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Y ou could 
smell the 

house from the 
sidewalk.

DANIELLE REISS
Neighbor
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Get Ready to Ride…
30th ANNUAL KIWANIS
BICYCLE CHALLENGE
June 28th Harry Tappen Beach Sea Cliff
Choice of 35 Mile Ride Starts at 8am or 25 Mile Ride starts at 8:30 
Last day to register online is 6-23-2026 • N2nbc.org
Walk-Ins Are Welcome!

A beautiful Ride through the Gold Coast with 
picturesque vistas and water views.

All Proceeds from the Kiwanis Annual Bike Challenge will 
go to support the work of the Kiwanis Club of North Shore 

Foundation (a 501 (c) 3 organization.) The foundation 
supports charities such as Kiwanis Pediatric 

Trauma Center, Pediatric Lyme Dilsease Foundation, 
Kamp Kiwanis and other local charities aligned with that of 

Kiwanis International, “Serving the Children of the World” 

Our Ride
•  Staggered Starts
• Snacks and water will be served
•  It will be a rain/shine event - 

No refunds will be given as all monies 
will go to the designated charities.

•  Questions??? 
Email NSKiwanisforkids@gmail.com
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By JORDAN VALLONE
jvallone@liherald.com 

Richard Kessel, chairman of the Nas-
sau Interim Finance Authority, has been 
tapped by Gov. Kathy Hochul to be the 
next chairman of the Nassau Health 
Care Corporation, the public benefit cor-
poration that oversees Nassau Universi-

ty Medical Center, 
in East Meadow, 
and the A. Holly 
Patterson Extend-
ed Care Facility, in 
Uniondale.

A regional lead-
er for decades, Kes-
sel, of Merrick, is 
k n o w n  f o r  h i s 
expertise on ener-
gy and consumer 
issues and has an 
extensive back-

ground in public service. He previously 
served as chairman of the Nassau 
County Industrial Development Agency 
and as chief executive officer of the 
New York Power Authority. Kessel, 76, 
has a bachelor’s degree from New York 
University and a master’s from Colum-
bia University.

“Richard Kessel brings decades of 
leadership experience in government, 
public policy and complex organiza-
tions,” Hochul said of Monday’s 
appointment in a statement emailed to 

the Herald. “His proven record of public 
service, commitment to Long Island and 
ability to navigate challenging issues 
make him exceptionally well-suited to 
lead the board as NHCC continues its 
mission of providing high-quality care 
to the communities we serve.” 

Kessel’s appointment to the NHCC 
board means he will step down from 
NIFA. His position there will be filled by 
Moshin Meghji, a current NIFA board 
member. 

The finance authority, another public 
benefit corporation, monitors and over-
sees Nassau County’s finances. It 
assumed direct financial oversight of 

NUMC in 2020, a move that was met 
with heavy opposition from previous 
hospital leadership. As part of the 
state’s takeover last year, it mandated 
that NHCC conduct a comprehensive 
study outlining the long-term viability 
of NUMC. The study is to be submitted 
to NIFA by Dec. 1. 

The NHCC chair’s position has been 
vacant since March, when former 
Chairman Stuart Rabinowitz stepped 
down. Rabinowitz had served in the role 
since June 2025, after being appointed 
by Hochul when state officials assumed 
leadership of the public hospital and its 
governing body.

Rabinowitz’s departure came during 
a turbulent period for NUMC. Following 
a public battle between the hospital’s 
former leadership and the state, New 
York assumed oversight of the hospital 
under provisions included in the 2025-26 
state budget. The board was restruc-
tured to include 11 members, most of 
whom were appointed by Hochul.

When Rabinowitz stepped down, 
Hochul thanked him for his service, say-
ing he “stepped up when Nassau Univer-
sity Medical Center desperately needed 
steady, serious leadership.” She added 
that “his focus on accountability and fis-
cal management has helped put this 
critical safety-net hospital on the road 
to recovery.”

Richard Kessel appointed chair of NHCC

New chairman: Gov. Kathy Hochul 
appointed Richard Kessel, chairman 
of the Nassau Interim Finance 
Authority, to lead the Nassau Health 
Care Corporation.

Leadership change: Kessel 
succeeds Stuart Rabinowitz, who 
stepped down in March after leading 
NHCC since June 2025.

Leadership change 
at NHCC

Herald file photo

Gov. Kathy Hochul has appointed Richard Kessel as chairman of the Nassau Health 
Care Corporation, which oversees Nassau University Medical Center.

RICHARD KESSEL
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By JOSEPH D’ALESSANDRO
jdalessandro@liherald.com

Herald Community Media and Re-
world partnered to celebrate Long 
Island’s leading environmental ad-
vocates and innovators during the 
Herald Sustainability Awards of 
Long Island, held May 14 at the Her-
itage Club at Bethpage.

The event recognized individuals 
and organizations making signifi-
cant contributions to environmen-
tal sustainability while also honor-
ing student leaders working to pro-
tect Long Island’s natural resources.

“Nothing unites Long Islanders 
more than our natural environment, 
from beaches and bays to wetlands 
and parks — these treasures are 
our fountain of life, beauty and re-
sources,” said Stuart Richner, CEO of 
Richner Communications. “Tonight, 
we gather to honor environmental 
champions who are working tire-
lessly to protect 

Long Island’s natural ecosystem 
for future generations. Their efforts 
are challenging but vitally impor-
tant and we thank them for their 
unwavering dedication.”

The ceremony, emceed by co-
median Tom Kelley, also featured 
awards for four Student Champi-
ons for Sustainability and a total of 
$7,500 in student sustainability ini-
tiative prizes.

Adel Omrani, president of Re-
world’s East Region, highlighted 
the company’s role in transforming 
waste into energy.

“You don’t think of waste when 
you put it at the curb, and you usu-
ally don’t think about disposal, but 
there’s a lot of processes that goes 
into that,” he said. “We generate 
electricity out of that and recycle 
metals. Just for Long Island, for ex-
ample, we power 100,000 homes 
just from processing this waste and 
using it as fuel.”

Omrani said collaboration among 
environmental leaders remains es-
sential.

“It’s a very big part of what we do 
as a community,” he said.

Reworld Market Area Director 
James Regan stressed the impor-
tance of sustainable waste manage-
ment on Long Island.

“For Long Island, an issue like sus-
tainable waste management is ex-
tremely important given how popu-
lated it is and how limited resources 
are,” he said. “Reworld, for us, has a 
focus to continue to partner with all 

these great champions of sustain-
ability to ensure we have sustain-
able waste management for decades 
to come.”

New York State Senator Siela 
Bynoe spoke during the dinner por-
tion of the event. 

“I have really had the environment 
in mind as I’ve been in my various 
roles in government,” she said. 

Bynoe’s life experiences motivat-
ed her to pursue environmental ad-
vocacy, witnessing increased cancer 
rates due to local contamination in 
the Caribbean and disproportionate 
harm done to marginalized com-
munities during the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“I set off on a path to make sure 
that we can conserve water, make 
sure we have clean water, and make 
sure that we are doing what we can 
to ensure that we sustain this com-
munity, this county and this state 
(so) that we have a bright future,” 
she said.  

Suffolk County Executive Ed Ro-
maine, a longtime environmental 
advocate, discussed his commit-
ment to protecting Long Island’s fu-
ture.

“I’m very concerned about the di-
rection we’re going as a state and as 
an island, and I’m looking to change 
that direction by doing a number of 
things,” he said.

Romaine cited efforts to improve 
municipal waste management, 
expand solar energy infrastruc-
ture and advance environmentally 
friendly policies.

“I could have retired long ago, but 
there are things that I want to ac-
complish,” he said. “We need to see 
change.”

Among the evening’s featured 
speakers was sports broadcaster 
and former NFL quarterback Boom-
er Esiason, who reflected on his con-
nection to the Great South Bay.

“When I was a kid, between the 
ages of 14 and 17, I spent a lot of my 
summers on the Great South Bay — 
I was a clammer,” he said. “It was 
great, but there were areas of the 
Great South Bay that we couldn’t 
clam in because it was considered 
polluted... It took many years for it 
to turn around and to start going 
back the other way, and it’s one of 
the things I’m most proud about.”

Esiason praised young environ-
mental advocates being recognized 
at the event.

“I’m very, very proud of them, and 
very proud of what they’re trying 
to do for the beaches of the Great 
South Bay,” he said.

Girl Scouts Emma Klein and Zoe 
Lazarus, of Savyille High School, 
Roslyn High sophomore Charles 
Metzger and Hauppauge High se-

nior Matias Kalaitzis were all win-
ners of the Student Champions for 
Sustainability Award. The four were 
recognized for their civic service, 
from cleanups to awareness efforts.

National Grid Ventures, the main 
natural gas utility for over 600,000 
residential and business custom-
ers in Nassau and Suffolk counties; 
Tritec, primarily known for mixed-
use developments, transit-orient-
ed communities and commercial 
property management across Long 
Island; and UBS Arena, the home 
of the New York Islanders, were all 
recognized with team awards. 

As the presenting sponsor, Re-
world continues to support envi-
ronmental progress across Long 
Island. The company operates facili-
ties in Westbury, West Babylon, East 
Northport and Ronkonkoma, pro-
cessing two-thirds of Long Island’s 
waste, recycling thousands of tons 
of metals and generating electric-
ity for local homes while helping 
reduce landfill use and greenhouse 
gas emissions.

For more information about Re-
world and its initiatives that sup-
port various community empower-
ment and environmental programs 
fostering positive change locally and 
globally, visit ReworldWaste.com.

To view more pictures, visit Rich-
nerLive.com.

Tim Baker/Herald

The Sustainability Awards powered by Reworld brought together leaders, innovators, and advocates committed to building a more 
sustainable future for Long Island

Reworld celebrates Long Island environmental leaders
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Sponsors for the night (back, from left) included Ricardo Salce, Bobby Green, 
Rudy Winkler, Rob Balbierz, James Regan, Bill Murphy, David Sharp, Adel Omrani, Maureen 
Early, Ed Sandkuhl, Matt Augi, Brian Aerne and (front, from left) Kamrun Haque, Vickey 
Ardounis, and Rehan Simonia from the team at Reworld.

Honoree Suffolk County Executive, 
Edward P. Romaine with special guest, 
former NFL quarterback Boomer Esiason.

Honoree State Senator Siela Bynoe, 
District 6.

College Student Champion Honoree 
Vienna De Lombaerde, who attends 
Hofstra University.

The duo team honorees for the Student 
Champion Award: Sayville High School 9th 
graders Emma Klein, left, and Zoe Lazarus.

Student Champion honorees: Roslyn High School 10th grader Charles Metzger, left, 
and Hauppauge High School graduating senior Matias Kalaitzis with special guest 
Kyle Palmieri of the New York Islanders.

National Grid Ventures’ honor team included Kamona Ayres, left, Robert Wittmer, 
Tom Garry, Alanna Russo, and Retha Fernandez.

Tianna D’Italia, left, Michael Sciortino, Mike Santeramo, Joe Giarraputo, 
Caroline Shipps, and Erin Nourijanian of UBS Arena’s honoree team.

Michael O’Leary, left, Robert Kent, Shannon Coughlan, Jim Coughlan, Jimmy Coughlan, 
and Chris Kelly of TRITEC Real Estate Company’s honoree team.

A special thank you to Adel Omrani, President of Reworld East Region, whose vision 
and leadership helped bring this inspiring celebration of sustainability to life.

Photos by Tim Baker and Melissa Baptiste/Herald
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com 

Downtown Sounds will celebrate its 
30th season this summer with a nine-
concert lineup, a new second stage for 
emerging performers and a hometown 
band helping kick off the series on 
July 3.

The Friday night concert series, orga-
nized by the Glen Cove Downtown Busi-
ness Improvement District, has grown 
from a modest gathering of local jazz 
musicians performing for small crowds 
at the corner of Glen and School streets 
in 1997 into one of the city’s signature 
summer attractions, drawing audiences 
large enough to require street closures.

Organizers say the milestone season 
reflects years of listening to audience 
feedback and adapting the series to 
changing musical tastes.

“In addition to enjoying the music, 
members of the Downtown Sounds 
Committee are on hand at concerts 
observing and listening to feedback 
from audience members,” Jill Nossa, 
executive director of the Glen Cove 
Downtown BID, said. “Doing so guides 
us as we choose the bands for our line-
up each year.”

This year’s lineup leans heavily into 
genre-based tribute acts, a strategy that 
Downtown BID Assistant.

The season opens July 3 with Social 
Gold, a high-energy party band that per-
forms contemporary Top 40, pop, hip-
hop and country hits. Other featured 
acts include Dr. K’s Motown Revue on 
July 10, Decadia on July 17, Mission 
Prog on July 24, Pop Divas Through the 
Decades featuring The Chiclettes on 
July 31, Adrian Anthony’s Grupo Hipno-
sis on Aug. 7, The Incredible AM/FM 
Time Machine on Aug. 14, Head Over 
Heels on Aug. 21 and That ’70s Band on 
Aug. 28. 

One of the biggest additions this year 
will be a second stage at the north end 
of School Street. The new performance 
area will showcase local solo artists, 
duos and small bands while encourag-
ing concertgoers to explore downtown 
restaurants and businesses. 

The inaugural act on the second 
stage will be Brake, a four-member rock 
band featuring Glen Cove natives and 
brothers Koorosh and Brandon Leibo-
vitz.

Brake consists of Koorosh Leibovitz 
on drums, Brandon Leibovitz on lead 
guitar, vocalist and rhythm guitarist 
Jake Levine of Plainview and bassist 
Nick Ripe of Massapequa. The band has 
been together since roughly 2020 and 
evolved from a trio into its current four-
member lineup when Ripe joined in 
2023.

According to Leibovitz, the group 
performs music spanning several 
decades and genres. 

“We kind of hit every decade,” he 
said. “Our background is a lot like rock 
and roll. We do a little funk, some more 
contemporary stuff, like alternative 
rock.”

The original Brake lineup featured 
the Leibovitz brothers and Levine, who 
recorded several singles in 2020 before 

releasing their debut album, Breakfast, 
in spring 2022. Since adding Ripe, the 
band has performed at venues across 
Nassau and Suffolk counties while con-
tinuing to write and perform original 

music. Their setlists mix classic rock, 
blues, funk and modern alternative rock 
with original songs, including their fan-
favorite single “Bacon, Egg and Cheese.” 

For Leibovitz, the opportunity to per-

form at Downtown Sounds carries spe-
cial significance. 

“Just being a Glen Cove native and 
performing in my hometown, also just 
kicking off this new second stage thing 
going on downtown, I think it’s a great 
idea,” he said. “It’s sort of a dream come 
true.” 

He said the addition of the second 
stage will help bring more activity to 
downtown Glen Cove and create oppor-
tunities for local musicians.

“It’s just really a privilege to kick off 
the summer concerts here and be part 
of that,” Leibovitz said. “We can’t really 
thank Jill enough and the downtown 
BID for giving us the opportunity to 
play.” 

Leibovitz encouraged residents to 
support both the music and local busi-
nesses.

“We’d love to see people come down, 
support live music in Glen Cove, 
because that’s really what we need,” he 
said. “We want to activate our down-
town. We want to bring the arts down-
town, supplement that with our lovely 
restaurants and local businesses.” 

Fred Guarino, owner of Tiki Record-
ing Studios and longtime chairman of 
Downtown Sounds, said the combina-
tion of established crowd favorites, first-
time performers and the new second 
stage could make the anniversary sea-
son one of the strongest in the series’ 
history.

“We’ve had some great seasons, but 
this one is shaping up to be the best one 
yet,” Guarino said. “With the variety of 
music that will be on display on two dif-
ferent stages, there is sure to be some-
thing for residents of all ages and musi-
cal tastes.”

The free concert series will run every 
Friday from July 3 through Aug. 28 in 
downtown Glen Cove.

Downtown Sounds celebrates 30 seasons

Downtown Sounds volunteers Kaylee Rios, Zoe Nossa, Nahla Gomez, Paula Valle and 
Ella Nossa had their faces painted by Joanie Baloney.

Photos courtesy Gil Associates Photography

Downtown Sounds draws crowds between 1,000 to 2,000 people.

In 2024, the Downtown Sounds concert series kicked off with the music of the 
Dance Mechanics.
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271-11 76th Avenue  | New Hyde Park, NY 11040
parkerinstitute.org | 877-727-5373

Keep Your Independence
Your Health. Your Culture. Your Parker.

Customized Health Care On-site or at Home
• Short Term Rehabilitation / Sub-Acute Care 

• Long Term Care Facility

• Dialysis - community / on-site

• Palliative care

• Hospice - community / on-site

• Home Health Care

• Medical House Calls - Parker At Your Door

• Dementia GUIDE Model

• Willing Hearts, Helpful Hands

• Research and Grants
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Your#1 source for local trusted news
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Luxury Coastal Living 
on Moriches Bay! 
Pre-construction Villa Homes From The Mid-$600,000s*

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsors. Beechwood at the Waterways File No. CD25-0257. *Prices, taxes and availability subject to change without notice. 
All images are artist renderings. **Eligible homeowners who are approved for the STAR program will receive a rebate. Equal housing opportunity.

619 Water Way, Moriches, New York
Sales Gallery Open 7 Days a Week 10am-5pm 

631-801-4545 · BWDWaterWays.com

COMMUNITY AMENITIES: 
Pool Deck · Fitness Center · Billiards · Cards & Hobby Room · Lounge · Ballroom · Tennis Courts · Bocce Courts

Artist Rendering Ai Enhanced Artist Rendering

QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES AVAILABLE
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By JEFFREY BESSEN
jbessen@liherald.com 

Herald Community Media captured 
three awards at the annual Press Club of  
Long Island Media Awards and Long 
Island Journalism Hall of  Fame induc-
tion dinner on June 4. 

Oceanside/Island Park Herald report-
er Abigail Grieco won the James Mur-
phy Cub Reporter of  the Year award, 
given to “emerging journalists who 
show strong early promise in the field.” 
Journalists who have worked full-time 
for fewer than 18 months are eligible. 
Grieco was an intern with the Herald in 
2023, and began working full-time in 
October 2025. 

Deputy Managing Editor Jordan Val-
lone and previous senior reporter 
Mohammad Fariq shared a second-place 
award in the transportation category for 
the story “Southern State: a road still 
stuck in the past,” which was part of  the 
Herald’s 2025 series on the Southern 
State Parkway.  

“A compelling and well-structured 
piece that effectively examines the long-
standing dangers of  the Southern State 
Parkway,” judges wrote. “The article 
succeeds in connecting historical design 
flaws with present-day traffic realities, 
clearly explaining how outdated infra-
structure continues to contribute to 

accidents. 
“Particularly strong is the integration 

of  data, expert references, and concrete 
examples, such as low overpass colli-
sions and hazardous curve segments,” 
the judges added. “The writing remains 
clear and accessible while addressing a 
complex safety issue. Overall, a thought-
ful and informative investigation with 
clear public relevance and lasting value.”

Photographer Erik H. Lee earned a 
third-place award for a photo of  the 
Wantagh High School baseball game.  

“These awards reflect our commit-
ment to strong local journalism and to 
telling the stories that matter most to 
Long Island communities,” Stuart Rich-
ner, CEO of  Richner Communications, 
said. “We are especially proud to see our 
emerging reporters, experienced editors 
and talented photographers recognized 
for work that informs the public and has 
a lasting impact.” 

Four veterans of  Long Island journal-
ism were inducted into the PCLI’s Hall 
of  Fame: Photojournalist Michael Del-
Giudice, radio reporter Sophia Hall, for-
mer Newsday editor Anthony E. Insolia, 
and Shirley E. Perelman, who covered 
many major stories for Newsday, from 
the Long Island garbage barge to the 
trial of  O.J. Simpson. 

For more information on the press 
club, go to PCLI.org.

Heralds win three awards 
from Press Club of L.I.

NEWS BRIEF
Diana Rodriguez is youth of the year

The Glen Cove Boys & Girls Club has 
named Diana Rodriguez its 2026 Youth 
of the Year and recipient of the L.M. 
Sanford and Glen Cove Boys & Girls 
Club scholarships, recognizing her aca-
demic achievement, leadership and 
commitment to community service.

Rodriguez, 17, has distinguished her-
self as a leader at Glen Cove High 
School, where she serves as president 
of the World Language Honor Society, 
treasurer of the Rho Kappa Honor Soci-
ety and vice president of the National 
English Honor Society. She is also a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
National Science Honor Society and Mu 
Alpha Theta Honor Society, and serves 
as a PRHYLI student delegate. 

Outside the classroom, Rodriguez 
works as a group leader at the Boys & 
Girls Club, volunteers at Iglesia Luz de 
Salvación Bible School and supports 
the El Buen Samaritano Organization. 
She also serves as a Spanish-language 
announcer for Glen Cove High School 
events.

Her academic accomplishments 
include earning the AP Scholar Award 
and receiving honors in pre-calculus 
and calculus, algebra II, chemistry and 
journalism, along with recognition 
from the school’s Student Government 

Organization.
Rodriguez said her experience work-

ing with children at the Club helped 
shape her future goals and inspired her 
passion for education. She credits the 
organization with helping her develop 
patience, leadership skills and a desire 
to support young learners.

“Diana exemplifies the leadership, 
dedication and character we strive to 
instill in every young person at the 
Club,” Executive Director Franca Trun-
zo said. “Her commitment to service, 
academic excellence and working with 
youth reflects the powerful impact of 
investing in our members.”

Rodriguez plans to attend Hofstra 
University, where she will study ele-
mentary education. She hopes to con-
tinue her education with a master’s 
degree in educational leadership or 
curriculum design and ultimately help 
create supportive and inclusive learn-
ing environments for students and edu-
cators.

The Youth of the Year program rec-
ognizes Boys & Girls Club members 
who demonstrate exceptional leader-
ship, service, academic success and ded-
ication to their communities.

–Roksana Amid
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By JEFFREY BESSEN
jbessen@liherald.com 

Herald Community Media captured 
three awards at the annual Press Club of  
Long Island Media Awards and Long 
Island Journalism Hall of  Fame induc-
tion dinner on June 4. 

Oceanside/Island Park Herald report-
er Abigail Grieco won the James Mur-
phy Cub Reporter of  the Year award, 
given to “emerging journalists who 
show strong early promise in the field.” 
Journalists who have worked full-time 
for fewer than 18 months are eligible. 
Grieco was an intern with the Herald in 
2023, and began working full-time in 
October 2025. 

Deputy Managing Editor Jordan Val-
lone and previous senior reporter 
Mohammad Fariq shared a second-place 
award in the transportation category for 
the story “Southern State: a road still 
stuck in the past,” which was part of  the 
Herald’s 2025 series on the Southern 
State Parkway.  

“A compelling and well-structured 
piece that effectively examines the long-
standing dangers of  the Southern State 
Parkway,” judges wrote. “The article 
succeeds in connecting historical design 
flaws with present-day traffic realities, 
clearly explaining how outdated infra-
structure continues to contribute to 

accidents. 
“Particularly strong is the integration 

of  data, expert references, and concrete 
examples, such as low overpass colli-
sions and hazardous curve segments,” 
the judges added. “The writing remains 
clear and accessible while addressing a 
complex safety issue. Overall, a thought-
ful and informative investigation with 
clear public relevance and lasting value.”

Photographer Erik H. Lee earned a 
third-place award for a photo of  the 
Wantagh High School baseball game.  

“These awards reflect our commit-
ment to strong local journalism and to 
telling the stories that matter most to 
Long Island communities,” Stuart Rich-
ner, CEO of  Richner Communications, 
said. “We are especially proud to see our 
emerging reporters, experienced editors 
and talented photographers recognized 
for work that informs the public and has 
a lasting impact.” 

Four veterans of  Long Island journal-
ism were inducted into the PCLI’s Hall 
of  Fame: Photojournalist Michael Del-
Giudice, radio reporter Sophia Hall, for-
mer Newsday editor Anthony E. Insolia, 
and Shirley E. Perelman, who covered 
many major stories for Newsday, from 
the Long Island garbage barge to the 
trial of  O.J. Simpson. 

For more information on the press 
club, go to PCLI.org.

Heralds win three awards 
from Press Club of L.I.

NEWS BRIEF
Diana Rodriguez is youth of the year

The Glen Cove Boys & Girls Club has 
named Diana Rodriguez its 2026 Youth 
of the Year and recipient of the L.M. 
Sanford and Glen Cove Boys & Girls 
Club scholarships, recognizing her aca-
demic achievement, leadership and 
commitment to community service.

Rodriguez, 17, has distinguished her-
self as a leader at Glen Cove High 
School, where she serves as president 
of the World Language Honor Society, 
treasurer of the Rho Kappa Honor Soci-
ety and vice president of the National 
English Honor Society. She is also a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
National Science Honor Society and Mu 
Alpha Theta Honor Society, and serves 
as a PRHYLI student delegate. 

Outside the classroom, Rodriguez 
works as a group leader at the Boys & 
Girls Club, volunteers at Iglesia Luz de 
Salvación Bible School and supports 
the El Buen Samaritano Organization. 
She also serves as a Spanish-language 
announcer for Glen Cove High School 
events.

Her academic accomplishments 
include earning the AP Scholar Award 
and receiving honors in pre-calculus 
and calculus, algebra II, chemistry and 
journalism, along with recognition 
from the school’s Student Government 

Organization.
Rodriguez said her experience work-

ing with children at the Club helped 
shape her future goals and inspired her 
passion for education. She credits the 
organization with helping her develop 
patience, leadership skills and a desire 
to support young learners.

“Diana exemplifies the leadership, 
dedication and character we strive to 
instill in every young person at the 
Club,” Executive Director Franca Trun-
zo said. “Her commitment to service, 
academic excellence and working with 
youth reflects the powerful impact of 
investing in our members.”

Rodriguez plans to attend Hofstra 
University, where she will study ele-
mentary education. She hopes to con-
tinue her education with a master’s 
degree in educational leadership or 
curriculum design and ultimately help 
create supportive and inclusive learn-
ing environments for students and edu-
cators.

The Youth of the Year program rec-
ognizes Boys & Girls Club members 
who demonstrate exceptional leader-
ship, service, academic success and ded-
ication to their communities.

–Roksana Amid
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By AIDAN WARSHAVSKY
awarshavsky@liherald.com 

The 126th U.S. Open Championship, 
which begins next week, is being played 
at the Shinnecock Hills Golf  Club — 
known as one of  the “cathedrals” of  
golf  — for the first time since 2018. 

Eric Steimer, senior director of  U.S. 
Championships at the United States 
Golf  Association, said the USGA’s trans-
portation strategy is intended to reduce 
congestion around the site while provid-
ing multiple travel options for fans 
attending the tournament. 

The plan, developed in collaboration 
with the Long Island Rail Road, Suffolk 
County and New York state officials, 
will be in effect from June 15, three days 
before the tournament starts, until June 
21, the day it ends.

Steimer said that the 15-person team 
that planned transportation operations 
recognized early that travel logistics 
would be one of  the event’s biggest chal-
lenges. “Any time we’re out here in east-
ern Long Island at Shinnecock Hills, 
transportation is a challenge,” Steimer 
said. “We’re doing a lot of  different 
things to really try to mitigate that.”

As it did eight years ago, the LIRR’s 
Montauk Branch will provide transpor-
tation to and from the tournament. A 
temporary station will be constructed 
in Tuckahoe, across from Shinnecock 
Hills, on the south side of  County Road 

39, adjacent to Stony Brook University’s 
Southampton campus. A temporary 
pedestrian bridge will span the road-
way. 

From June 15 to 17, the LIRR plans to 
operate 10 inbound trains and dozens of  
outbound trains, more than double the 
service it provided in 2018. During the 
championship rounds, June 18 to 21, 12 
inbound trains and 13 outbound trains 
are scheduled to operate. 

“The Long Island Rail Road is ready,” 
its president, Rob Free, stated in a news 
release. “Avoid the traffic and use our 

exceptionally reliable service to and 
from Shinnecock Hills for all the golf  
action. Extra staff  will also be on hand 
at Southampton to help customers 
throughout the championship for a 
great customer experience.” 

Steimer explained that this year’s 
transportation differs from 2018 because 
satellite parking operations have moved 
from Gabreski Airport to Calverton 
Executive Airpark. 

“We will have complimentary park-
ing and complimentary shuttle buses to 
and from the championship,” Steimer 

said. “Anyone that looks at Calverton on 
a map is going to see that it’s pretty far 
away from Shinnecock Hills, but at the 
same time it is very accessible for any-
one that’s coming from points west or 
coming along the Long Island Express-
way.” 

For residents of  Southampton, Sag 
Harbor, Easthampton and neighboring 
communities, Steimer recommended 
using a rideshare program operating 
from Stony Brook Southampton’s cam-
pus.

Hamton Jitney will operate shuttle 
service for spectators traveling from 
Montauk, Amagansett, Sag Harbor, 
Bridgehampton, Water Mill and South-
ampton. Pickups and drop-offs will be 
located near Admission Gate 2 on the 
Stony Brook campus. 

Fans traveling from New York City 
will have the option of  using Blade heli-
copter service from June 18 to 21, with 
return flights scheduled each evening 
after play ends.

Steimer urged commuters not to 
arrange drop-offs on County Road 39, 
and said there would be increased police 
presence at intersections around the 
golf  course.  

“This is a plan that’s been carefully 
articulated with local experts to be able 
to implement this plan,” he said. “Now 
is the time to bring it to life.” 

For more information on train ser-
vice, go to MTA.INFO/document/209406.

USGA/Fred Vuich

With the 126th U.S. Open set to tee off at Shinnecock Hills, the USGA and transpor-
tation companies like the LIRR announced travel plans for the tournament.

LIRR expands service for golf’s U.S. Open
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day’s escape.  
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Big Bad Voodoo Daddy
Contemporary swing revival band 
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy visits the 
Paramount ready to cut loose. Since 
their formation in the early ‘90s 
in Ventura, Calif., they’ve toured 
virtually nonstop, performing on 
average over 150 shows a year, 
and produced a sizable catalog of 
recorded music. Early on, during 
their legendary residency at the 
Derby nightclub in Los Angeles, they 
reminded the world, in the midst 
of the grunge era no less, that it 
was still cool to swing. The band, 
co-founded by singer Scotty Morris 
and drummer Kurt Sodergren, was at 
the forefront of the swing revival of 
that time, blending a vibrant fusion 
of the classic American sounds of 
jazz, swing, and Dixieland, with the 
energy and spirit of contemporary 
culture. Big Bad Voodoo Daddy —
famously named after an autograph 
by blues legend Albert Collins — has 
appeared in concert venues across 
the world, sold millions of records, 
and had their music appear in movies 
and television shows. The band 
continues to celebrate and revitalize 
jazz and swing music and bring joy to 
audiences around the world.

Saturday, June 13, 8 p.m. The 
Paramount, 370 New York Ave., 
Huntington. Tickets available at 
ticketmaster.com or paramountny.com.

For those who can’t get enough of Neil 
Diamond, perhaps the next best thing to seeing 
him perform, is when Robert Neary takes on 

legendary singer-songwriter’s persona.
 The multi-hyphenate performer brings his 
acclaimed show, ”So Good! The Neil Diamond 
Experience,” to Tilles Center, on Sunday, featuring his 
band and a special “hometown” guest performance. 
The East Meadow High School Chamber Choir 
concludes the concert with a six-song fi nale, under 
the direction of Chorus Director Samantha Schick. 
The collaboration is especially meaningful, as Neary 
is an alumnus of East Meadow High School, and the 
production’s trumpet player, Stephen Engle, formerly 
served as head of the music department at the school.
 The stage, TV and fi lm star has created an 
acclaimed tribute experience. The show celebrates 
the timeless songs and storytelling of Neil Diamond, 
with the beloved hits from Diamond’s extensive 
catalogincluding “Sweet Caroline,” “Cracklin’ 
Rosie,” “America, ,” and many more. Known for 
his remarkable vocals, Neary has earned praise for 
delivering a heartfelt and high-energy tribute to one 
of America’s most iconic entertainers. The concert 
was also fi lmed as a documentary feature that is 
now streaming on Amazon Prime Video, where it 
continues to receive rave reviews from audiences 
nationwide.
 With decades in the entertainment industry, 
Neary has starred in three Broadway lead roles and 
appeared in more than 60 major television and fi lm 
guest-starring roles. He has also built a worldwide 
social media following of more than half a million 
fans. Neary created “So Good! The Neil Diamond 
Experience” in 2019 and, alongside New York-based 
band The Mystic, developed the show into the 
nationwide hit it is today. The production continues to 
sell out venues across the United States and is now set 
to expand internationally.
 “I’ve always been a fan,” says Neary, of Diamond. 
“I even learned how to play the piano to Hello Again 
and knew I could emulate his voice since high school. 
I was an actor for 40 years, but in 2018, the business 
for me, started to slow down. After hearing he was 

STEPPING OUT

Conversations in art
Nassau County Museum of Art 
hosts an engaging conversation with 
curator and collections expert Lauren 
Brincat, whose work and expertise 
helped shape the current exhibition 
“250 Years of Art on Long Island.” 
Brincat, Chief Curator and Director 
of Collections at Preservation Long 
Island — a key lending partner to 
the exhibit — offers an in-depth 
exploration of the show’s themes, 
giving visitors a closer look at the 
wide-ranging artworks and historical 
objects on view. Her talk illuminates 
how the exhibit brings together 
painting and decorative arts to trace 
the evolution of Long Island’s artistic 
identity across the centuries. She also 
discusses the collaborative research 
and curatorial process behind 
the exhibition, highlighting how 
artists, collectors and communities 
have contributed to shaping and 
preserving the region’s visual legacy. 

Sunday, June 14, 3 p.m. $20, $15 
seniors, $10 students (members free). 
Nassau County Museum of Art, 1 
Museum Drive, Roslyn Harbor. Register 
at nassaumuseum.org or call (516) 
484-9337. 

By Karen Bloom

retiring due to Parkinson’s, I set out to create the best Neil Diamond 
tribute I could.”
      And audiences certainly agree.
 “We always hope that for the two hours they come to our show, they 
[audiences] are able to forget about the craziness going on in the world, 
and relive the happy moments with the Neil Diamond’s iconic music. 
People relate to his music and so many favorites bring so many people 
back to those beautiful days,” Neary continues.
      Part of the show’s enduring appeal is Neary’s commitment to 
honoring Diamond’s catalog while keeping the performance dynamic 
and engaging for both new and returning audiences.
 “I went right to his 50th anniversary hits album and compared each 

song to the success of each one and chart history. We now touch on 28 of them in a full show. We 
do various medleys that are able to incorporate more songs and with the fabulous multimedia, it really 
brings the songs to life. I also go into the audience for Sweet Caroline and high fi ve and hug on as 
many people as I can,” Neary adds.
 Over the years, the production has evolved into a full-scale theatrical concert experience.
 “I set out to do exactly what it has become. So having it all continue to fall into place, has been all 
part of the plan. We continue to evolve in our production. Its started with eight members on stage and 
22 songs. We now have amazing background singers, a violinist and a full multimedia presentation that 
is amazing. We also have included a full overture highlighting Neil’s career through the decades.”
 His band, The Mystic, certainly adds to the experience. 
  “I am beyond blessed to have this amazing band,” Neary says, enthusiastically. “I met them playing 
at a huge Halloween party and asked if they would like to join me in this venture and they said, yes. 
To have this band and the comradery that they possess, having been together for 30 years, is just icing 
on the cake. We have such a great time on stage as well as touring together and it shows. Countless 
accolades say how amazingly tight the band is and that we all look like we are having fun.”
 One could say that that that this performance’s special closing is the icing on the cake for Neary.
 “I’m incredibly proud to return home and share this experience with students from East Meadow 
High School. Music education played such an important role in my life, and having these talented young 
performers join us for the fi nale makes this performance especially meaningful. It’s going to be a really 
memorable afternoon,” he continues.
 “I’ve always wanted to add a choir, and with this Tilles show, being as big as it is, I fi gured now’s 
the time to make it happen. My best friend from junior high Stephen Engle, suggested them and I I 
immediately said, “Of course!”
 Neary, who now resides in Melville after leaving East Meadow all those years ago to pursue his 
dreams in L.A.,  is delighted to be back on his home turf, especially reconnecting with his high school.
 “It feels wonderful. So humbling and so blessed to be back where I was when my career was only a 
dream away. The fi rst time we played Eisenhower Park, was very emotional and now to play the Tilles 
Center with the EMHS choir, on such a grander scale, is even more unbelievable.”

‘Good times never seemed so good…’
Neil Diamond’s tunes are always in style

  

•  Sunday, June 14, 3 p.m.
•  Tickets available at 

tillescenter.org or 
ticketmaster.com or (516) 
299-3100

•  Tilles Center for the 
Performing Arts, LIU Post, 720 
Northern Blvd., Brookville

Photos courtesy Robert Neary
Robert Neary enthusiastically gets his audiences involved in this celebration of the singer-
songwriter’s enduring catalog of hits. 
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Having an event?
Items on the Calendar page
are listed free of charge. The 
Herald welcomes listings of 
upcoming events, community 
meetings and items of public 
interest. All submissions 
should include date, time 
and location of the event, 
cost, and a contact name and 
phone number. Submissions 
can be emailed to kbloom@
liherald.com.

On Exhibit 
Nassau County 
Museum of Art joins 
in the celebration 
of America’s 250th 
anniversary. Its 

landmark exhibition explores how 
Long Island has reflected and 
shaped the story of American art. 
From Revolutionary-era portraiture 
and folk art to nineteenth-century 
landscapes, Impressionism, and 
the bold innovations of Abstract 
Expressionism and Pop Art, the 
exhibition highlights how every 
major art movement found 
expression here. From Brooklyn 
to Montauk, Long Island’s natural 
beauty, coastal light, and close 
connection to New York City inspired 
generations of artists and gave rise 
to thriving art colonies and postwar 
creative communities. Featuring 
paintings, decorative arts, and 
historical objects displayed together 
in immersive settings, the exhibit 
celebrates the region’s enduring 
influence and its rich artistic legacy. 
On view through July 12.

•  Where: 1 Museum Drive, 
Roslyn Harbor 

•  Time: Ongoing
•  Contact: nassaumuseum.org or 

(516) 484-9337

JUN

11
Creative 
Spirits: Gold 
Coast Glamour 
& French 
Design 
Visit Planting Fields 

Arboretum program with 
Winterthur Museum’s Associate 
Curator of Art and Visual Culture 
Kendra Kearis. Explore how the 
elite women on the North Shore 
shaped domestic environments 
through adopting French revival 
styles. $35 per person. Register on 
the Planting Fields website.

•  Where: 1395 Planting Fields 
Road, Oyster Bay

•  Time: 6 p.m.
•  Contact: plantingfields.org or 

call (516) 922-9210

JUN

17

Conversations 
in art
Nassau County 
welcomes all to talk 
with Lauren Brincat, 
Chief Curator and 

Director of Collections at 
Preservation Long Island, which 
lent many works to the 250 
Years of Art on Long Island 
exhibition. Lauren offers an 
in-depth look at the exhibition, 
highlighting the remarkable 
range of artworks and artifacts 
that tell the story of Long 
Island’s artistic heritage. 
She will explore how artists, 
collectors, and communities 
have shaped the region’s visual 
culture over two and a half 
centuries, sharing insights into 
the research, curation, and 
preservation that bring these 
stories to life. Limited seating; 
registration required. $20 $15 
seniors, $10 students (members 
free.)

JUN

14

Your 
Neighborhood CALENDAR

Daniel Tosh’s: My First Farewell Tour
Get ready for an evening of sharp observations and quick-fire punchlines that are Daniel Tosh’s signature 
irreverent style when he brings My First Farewell tour to The Paramount stage. Acclaimed for his quick 
wit and deadpan delivery, he’s built a devoted following through both stand-up and television. After 
graduating from the University of Central Florida with a degree in marketing, he moved to Los Angeles 

to pursue comedy full-time. His career gained national attention following a standout appearance on The Late Show with 
David Letterman in 2001, leading to appearances on programs including Comedy Central Presents, Premium Blend and 
The Tonight Show. Tosh became a household name as the creator and host of Tosh.0, the long-running Comedy Central 
hit that paired viral internet videos with his trademark commentary and satirical take on 
pop culture. The series became one of the network’s most successful and enduring comedy 
programs, helping cement Tosh’s reputation as one of stand-up’s most recognizable voices. 
Expect an energetic set filled with new material, unexpected twists and the unapologetic 
humor that has defined Tosh’s career. 

JUN

23
•  Where: The Paramount, 370 

New York Ave., Huntington
• Time: 7 and 9:30 p.m.
•  Contact: ticketmaster.com 

or paramountny.com

Glen Cove Junior 
Soccer League World 
Cup Watch Party
Watch Team USA take on Paraguay 
on a 35-foot screen during a 
community World Cup watch party 
featuring a barbecue, raffles and 
giveaways. Guests are encouraged 
to bring blankets or beach chairs.

•  Where: Morgan Park, Germaine 
St., Glen Cove

•  Time: Barbecue at 7 p.m., game 
begins at 9 p.m.

•  Contact: (516) 671-4600 

Hempstead House Tour
See the grand rooms inside the 
massive 50,000-square-foot 
Tudor-style mansion at Sands 
Point Preserve, the former summer 
residence of Howard Gould 
(1912-1917) and later Daniel and 
Florence Guggenheim (1917-1930). 
For adults, but children 5+ are 
allowed. $10 per person.

•  Where: 127 Middle Neck Road, 
Sands Point

•  Time: Noon and 1:30 p.m.
•  Contact: 

sandspointpreserveconservancy.
org or call (516) 571-7901

Pre-Council Meeting
The Glen Cove City Council holds 
a pre-council meeting to discuss 
upcoming agenda items and city 
business.

•  Where: Glen Cove City Hall, 9 
Glen St.

•  Time: 6:30 p.m.
•  Contact: (516) 676-2000 

Planning Board meets
The Glen Cove Planning Board 
reviews development proposals 
and other planning matters. All 
are welcome.

•  Where: Glen Cove City Hall, 9 
Glen St.

•  Time: 7:30 p.m.
•  Contact: (516) 676-2000

Knitting/
Crocheting 
Club
Meet up with 
other knitters or 
crocheters at 

Glen Cove Public Library on 
Fridays. Whether you’re new 
to knitting or you’ve been doing 
it for years, it’s always more fun 
with friends!   Start a new project 
or bring a current one. Participants 
should bring their own needles and 
yarn. 

•  Where: 4 Glen Cove Ave., 
Glen Cove

•  Time: 10 a.m.
•  Contact: glencovelibrary.org or 

(516) 676-2130

JUN

12

Kiwanis Bicycle 
Challenge
Ride in support of 
others. The 30th 
Anniversary Nassau 
Bicycle Challenge 

(formerly Nassau to Suffolk Bicycle 
Challenge) supports the work of 
the Kiwanis Club of North Shore 
Foundation. It supports charities 
such as Kiwanis Pediatric Trauma 
Center, Pediatric Lyme Disease 
Foundation, Kamp Kiwanis, 
NOSH, Boys and Girls Club and 
charities aligned with those of 
Kiwanis International “Serving the 
Children of the World,” including 
Kiwanis’ signature programs of 
Klothes 4 Kids. The beautiful ride 
through the Gold Coast features 
picturesque vistas and and idyllic 
waterfront settings. Choose from 
a 25-mile loop with 1,060 feet 
of vertical climb or the more 
challenging 35-mile ride. Routes 
are clearly marked and ride is 
equipped with a rest stop. Snacks 
and water provided. Sponsorships 
also available. Online registration 
ends June 23, but walk-ins are 
welcome. Online registration is 
$50, day of is $60. 

•  Where: Starting at Harry Tappen 
Beach, Sea Cliff

•  Time: Staggered starts, 8 a.m. or 
8:30 a.m., rain or shine

•  Contact: n2nbc.org

JUN

28

Deep Roots 
Farmers Market
Shop local and organic 
foods, fresh produce, 
arts and crafts. Also 
enjoy entertainment 

JUN

13

Harmonize with 
Long Island 
Harmonizers
Love to sing? So 
do the Long Island 
Harmonizers. The 

chapter of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society is a chorus of more than 
20 singers, now welcoming new 
members. The ensemble performs 
four-part a cappella harmony in 
the barbershop style, entertaining 
audiences at libraries, assisted 

JUN

16

•  Where: 1 Museum Drive, 
Roslyn Harbor 

•  Time: 3 p.m. 
•  Contact: nassaumuseum.org 

or (516) 484-9337 

waterfront views and family-
friendly activities during the weekly 
outdoor farmers market season.

•  Where: 100 Village Square, 
Glen Cove

•  Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or 
shine

•  Contact: 
deeprootsfarmersmarket.com

living facilities, hospitals, and local 
events. All are welcome to visit one 
of their weekly rehearsals. Come 
listen, meet the chorus, and — if 
you’d like — join in and sing. No 
musical experience is necessary,  
just a love of singing and a desire 
to have fun making music together.

•  Where: Faith Lutheran Church, 
231 Jackson Ave, Syosset

•  Time: Tuesdays, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
•  Contact: Call: Rich, 

(516) 521-4779, or Dennis, 
(516) 680-8036, or visit 
longislandharmonizers.org
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FREE LUNCH* 

PROVIDED BY

TO SPONSOR OR EXHIBIT CONTACT ANNA GRACI AGRACI@LIHERALD.COM OR 516.569.4000 X290

GOLD SPONSOR SILVER SPONSORS

FREE community event focused on health, wellness, and
lifestyle
Meet trusted local exhibitors and service providers
Take advantage of on-site health screenings
Enjoy lively entertainment, fitness demonstrations and
interactive experiences
Hear from experts during a panel discussion with Q&A
Win raffles, prizes, and giveaways
Snack station for all 

*Boxed lunches for first 150 attendees

All designed to help you stay active, informed, and engaged at
every stage of life.

JUNE 25 • 10AM-12:30PM
HIBERNIAN HALL EVENTS
27 LOCUST AVE, BABYLON

AN ALL-IN-ONE EXPO FOR
HEALTHY, FULFILLING LIVING

Scan Here!

JOIN US – IT’S FREE!

MAE CAIME
FOUNDER, 

AMAEZING MIDLIFE & BEYOND

Register for this FREE event:
BabylonSHE.eventbrite.com
or email
rbamgbose@liherald.com 
or call 516.569.4000 x273 

AGENDA:
VISIT EXHIBITORS

EXPERT PANEL + Q&A

 RAFFLE DRAWINGS
MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN

PRESENTED BY

FREE LUNCH*

PROVIDED BYE

PRESENTED BY

ROV

FREE community event focused on health, wellness, and
lifestyle
Meet trusted local exhibitors and service providers
Take advantage of on-site health screenings
Enjoy lively entertainment, fitness demonstrations and
interactive experiences
Hear from experts during a panel discussion with Q&A
Win raffles, prizes, and giveaways
Snack station for all

*Boxed lunches for first 150 attendees

All designed to help you stay active, informed, and engaged at
every stage of life.

AN ALL-IN-ONE EXPO FOR
HEALTHY, FULFILLING LIVING

JUNE 25 2:30PM1255 • 10AM-12
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MAE CAIME
FOUNDER,

AMAEZING MIDLIFE & BEYOND

Register for this FREE event:
BabylonSHE.eventbrite.com
or email
rbamgbose@liherald.com
or call 516.569.4000 x273

AGENDA:
VISIT EXHIBITORS

EXPERT PANEL + Q&A

RAFFLE DRAWINGS
MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN

TO SPONSOR OR EXHIBIT CONTACT ANNA GRACI AGRACI@LIHERALD.COM OR 516.569.4000 X290

GOLD SPONSOR SILVER SPONSORS
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JUL 9–
AUG 23

Lerner & Loewe’s

O N  S T A G E

U P  N E X T

MAY 14–JUN 28

SEASON TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Single shows on sale May 18.

Jul 8–Aug 22, 2027May 13–Jun 27, 2027Mar 11–Apr 25, 2027

Jan 14–Feb 28, 2027Nov 12–Dec 27, 2026Sept 10–Oct 25, 2026

OUR 2026-27 
SEASON
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By HERNESTO GALDAMEZ
hgaldamez@liherald.com 

NYU Langone Health has announced 
plans to build a new academic medical 
center in Melville, a multibillion-dollar 
project that would expand healthcare 
services on Long Island while creating 
thousands of jobs and establishing a 
new hub for medical education and 
research. 

The proposed campus, located on a 
45-acre parcel in the Huntington Quad-
rangle near the intersection of the Long 
Island Expressway and Route 110, would 
include a hospital with more than 500 
private inpatient rooms, a 70-bay emer-
gency department, advanced operating 
suites and diagnostic imaging facilities.

The development would also house 
the NYU Grossman Long Island School 
of Medicine and dedicated research 
space, creating a comprehensive center 
for patient care, education and scientific 
discovery. The project remains subject 
to state and local approvals, including 
environmental review. 

“This is one of the most ambitious 
and exciting projects ever undertaken 
by NYU Langone,” said Dr. Alec C. Kim-
melman, dean and CEO of NYU Lan-
gone. “The benefits to Long Island will 
allow us to better serve patients across 
Nassau and Suffolk Counties with the 
highest-quality care, in a modern facili-
ty that offers the latest technologies.” 

NYU Langone completed the pur-
chase of the Melville property on May 21 
for $135.5 million. Officials said the site 
was selected for its accessibility and 
ability to accommodate a large health-
care campus while preserving green 
space and supporting broader redevelop-
ment plans for the Melville Town Center. 

Construction of the project is expect-
ed to generate up to 8,000 union con-
struction jobs and an additional 2,500 
indirect jobs throughout the region. 
Once completed, the facility is expected 
to employ thousands of permanent 
workers.

The announcement marks another 
major expansion for NYU Langone on 
Long Island, where the health system 
already operates more than 120 physi-
cian practices and employs more than 
13,000 people. The organization added 
NYU Langone Hospital—Suffolk to its 
network in 2024 and has continued 
expanding outpatient and specialty 
services across Nassau and Suffolk 
counties.

NYU officials said they will maintain 
a significant presence in Mineola, 
where they plan to expand emergency, 
cancer, cardiology and neurology ser-
vices. Those programs will remain in 
Mineola even after the Melville campus 
opens.

The health system has also invested 
heavily in Nassau County in recent 
years. In 2024, it opened NYU Langone 
Ambulatory Care Garden City, a 
260,000-square-foot facility housing 32 
clinical specialties. The organization 
has also acquired the former Lord & 
Taylor building at 1200 Franklin Ave. in 
Garden City for future healthcare devel-
opment. 

The Melville campus will also serve 
as a new home for the NYU Grossman 
Long Island School of Medicine, a 
tuition-free medical school focused on 
primary care. According to NYU Lan-
gone, 40 percent of the school’s most 
recent graduating class will remain on 
Long Island to continue their medical 
training or careers.

Local  o f f ic ia ls  welcomed the 
announcement.

“This is a tremendous victory for 
Long Island,” Suffolk County Executive 
Edward P. Romaine said in a statement. 
“This new facility will bring a new 
level of care and research, create jobs 
for thousands, provide educational 
opportunities and become part of the 
community.”

Ed Smyth, supervisor of the Town of 
Huntington, said the medical center 
could become a major component of the 
planned Town Center redevelopment.

NYU Langone plans 
major medical center 

Courtesy NYU Langone

NYU Langone Health has announced plans to build a new academic medical center in 
Melville, which would include a hospital with more than 500 private inpatient rooms. 
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By NOAH PERETZ
nperetz@liherald.com 

This week marks the beginning of 
the World Cup. The first matches will be 
played on June 11. Two bars have com-
mitted to providing the best World Cup 
watching experience on Long Island.

The Cabana in Long Beach’s West 
End, and Das Biergarten, nine blocks 
down in East Atlantic Beach, each have 
large TVs as well as TVs throughout 
their establishments, all of which will 
play World Cup matches.

“We plan on having all the games 
on, they’re mostly afternoon games,” 
Bob Johnson, owner of the Cabana, 
said. “We also had World Cup games on 
in 2022, but there’s much more excite-
ment this year because it’s happening 
in the U.S., we wanted to use that 
opportunity.” 

Johnson also explained that there 
would be World Cup themed drink spe-
cials, bucket deals for beers and selt-
zers, and brunch deals for early games. 
He also teased a ‘best dressed soccer 
fan’ deal with a free drink reward. The 
Cabana has a stage in its outside seat-
ing area as well, so there will also be 
live music during some of the games. 

Although Cabana and Das Biergar-
ten are rival businesses by proximity, 
their owners are friends. “Drew 

[Andrew Hetzler] has always been a 
great friend, even though he’d tell you 
we’re the music spot and he’s the real 
World Cup place,” Johnson joked. 

Andrew Hetlzer, owner of Das Bier-
garten, embraces his restaurant’s title 
as the ‘real’ World Cup watching venue. 
“We’ll be hosting every game,” he said. 
“Especially big events for the U.S., Ger-
many, and Mexico.” 

Hetzler said he would be advertising 
for the World Cup games on all Das 
Biergarten’s social media, including its 
Instagram and Facebook. “I’ll be run-
ning my ads in English, German, and 
Spanish, just for fun,” he said. “I want 
to target all of our friends in the Latin 
community in the Long Beach area as 
well.”

Das Biergarten will have food and 

drink specials not dissimilar to Cabana, 
including a ‘2-liter boot of beer.’ 

Hetzler’s restaurant has been hosting 
World Cup games as well as EuroCup 
games since 2018. “We opened in 2014, 
but it was right after the World Cup, 
and that was the one that Germany won 
too, so we just missed out on it,” Hetzler 
said. “We’ve gotten big crowds every 
year since then, though.”

The outside bar at Cabana has the largest TV at the establishment. There are 
also six other TVs inside.

Where to watch the World Cup on L.I.
The Cabana and Das Biergarten will be playing all World Cup games all day

Noah Peretz/Herald photos

Das Biergarten has six additional TVs throughout 
the restaurant and at the bar.

07.16.26
10AM - 12:30PM

LYNBROOK
ST. MARY’S/MARIS STELLA KNIGHTS

78 HEMPSTEAD AVE, LYNBROOK

LEARN ABOUT ALL
THINGS HEALTH,

WEALTH AND
WELLNESS!

SPONSORED BY

JOIN US IN LYNBROOK... IT‘S FREE!

HEALTH
SCREENINGS

LIVE DEMOS &
ENTERTAINMENT

EXPERT
PANEL + Q&A

RAFFLES &
GIVEAWAYS

FOOD &
REFRESHMENTS

LOCAL
EXHIBITORS

Register for this FREE event:
Lynbrook.eventbrite.com
or email
rbamgbose@liherald.com 
or call 516.569.4000 x273 

SPONSORED BY

JOIN US IN LYNBROOK... IT‘S FREE!

Register for this FREE event:
Lynbrook.eventbrite.com
or email

y

rbamgbose@liherald.com
or call 516.569.4000 x273

07.16.26
10AM - 12:30PM

LYNBROOK
10AM 12:30PM10

SST. MARY’S/MARIS STELLA KNIGHTS
78 HEMPSTEAD AVE, LYNBROOK

LYNBROOKLYNBROOKLYNBROOK
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LIVE DEMOS &
ENTERTAINMENT

EXPERT
PANEL + Q&A

RAFFLES &
GIVEAWAYS
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LOCAL
EXHIBITORS
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THINGS HEALTH,
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WELLNESS!
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PLEASE CALL 
516-569-4000

 ext. 286

OR EMAIL 
 ereynolds@liherald.com

BOGO
40% OFF

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase

ENDS 3/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

516-540-5944
1331031

GUARANTEED BEST PRICE BECAUSE WE CARE

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
WWW.WECARETREESERVICE.COM

Nass. Lic. # 185081 Suff. Lic. # HI-65621

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

FREE
ESTIMATE 

TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • LAND CLEARING • PRUNING • STUMP GRINDING
ELEVATING • STORM PREVENTION • 80 FT. BUCKET TRUCK

CALL OWNER DIRECT

CHRIS 516-216-2617

OWNER OPERATED 
RESIDENTIAL /  
COMMERCIAL 

$100 OFF
ON ANY JOB OVER $1,000

With Coupon Code HERALD 26
Must present coupon at time of estimate

WINNER IN 2023, 2024 & 2025
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1347794

We Buy Antiques, Coins, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

12
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67
9

1286679 NYPA ST LAWRENCE HC 2X2.indd   1 1/10/25   3:42 PM

1339986

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

CALL NOW
516.540.6059

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Add'l terms apply. Offer 
subject to change and vary 
dealer.  Expires 12/27/26.

1340133

1348793

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

13
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1340737

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 877-8-HOPENY OR TEXT HOPENY (467369).
RESORTS WORLD NEW YORK CITY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

Ready to feel like the real deal? Join the winning team at Resorts 
World New York City. We’re offering experienced table game 
dealers $21-24/hr, plus $24.80/hr in guaranteed tokes. 
Your big break is waiting. Join the � at Deal-MeIn.com

SCAN TO APPLY NOW.

DEAL CARDS.
MAKE BANK.

Ready to feel like the real deal? Join the 
winning team at Resorts World New York City. 
We’re offering experienced table game dealers 
$21-24/hr, plus $24.80/hr in guaranteed tokes.  
Your big break is waiting.  
Join the � at Deal-MeIn.com

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 877-8-HOPENY 
OR TEXT HOPENY (467369). RESORTS 
WORLD NEW YORK CITY IS AN EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

SCAN TO APPLY NOW.
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Call 516-973-5901 to schedule
 your free quote today! 13

45
64
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OPINIONS
Recalling Robert Moses’ plans for Fire Island

S ixty-four years ago, in the 
spring of 1962, I began work-
ing as a reporter on Long 
Island, and engaged immedi-

ately in my first big story — Robert 
Moses’ plan to build a four-lane high-
way on Fire Island. It would have dev-
astated much of the exquisite nature 
of that barrier beach, along with its 17 

very special com-
munities. I was 
20 years old.

After two 
years of grass-
roots opposition 
and journalism, 
in which I played 
a significant 
part, the highway 
scheme was 
stopped. In Sep-
tember 1964, 
President Lyndon 
Johnson signed 
legislation estab-

lishing Fire Island National Seashore.
In those two years I merged investi-

gative reporting with environmental 
journalism, a combination that has 
been a journalistic and academic focus 
of mine for the past six decades. Life 
has its circles, and I was delighted that 
Alexcy Romero, superintendent of the 
national seashore and a 1990 graduate 
of SUNY Old Westbury, was a guest 
speaker at the school on Earth Day. As 

a professor at the university for 47 
years, I taught investigative reporting 
and environmental journalism.

In his talk, Romero said, “I did not 
know how I was going to apply my 
environmental science degree.” He 
found a highly positive 
application for it for more 
than three decades now at 
the National Park Service. 

Romero has been the 
superintendent at Fire 
Island since 2018. “Every-
thing we do is about pro-
tecting resources and pro-
viding a good, memorable 
visitor experience,” he 
said. The title of his pre-
sentation was “Cities and 
Seashores,” and its focus 
was “Long Island seashore 
conservation and working in public 
service.”

Romero is originally from New York 
City, and when he was appointed super-
intendent, he said, “As a native New 
Yorker, I have spent many days enjoy-
ing the Great South Bay by boat, stroll-
ing the beaches of Fire Island, and 
have experienced some breathtaking 
sunsets that only Fire Island National 
Seashore has to offer. I look forward to 
working with all the communities, 
partners and talented staff managing 
this beautiful resource that many peo-
ple have come to treasure.”

In 1962 I had never been to Fire 
Island. But even though I was also 
from New York City, I became an Eagle 
Scout, relished nature, and my family 
camped in the summers at Wildwood 
State Park, in Wading River. 

I got the reporter’s job 
at the Babylon Town Lead-
er, and when I arrived on 
my first day of work, the 
newspaper’s publisher, 
James Cooper, and editor, 
John Maher, told me that 
Moses had just announced 
his highway plan for Fire 
Island, and they wanted 
me to go there that week-
end and put together a 
story.

As Robert Caro wrote 
in his Pulitzer Prize-win-

ning 1974 book, “The Power 
Broker:Robert Moses and the Fall of 
New York,” Moses had the New York 
media in his pocket. But that wasn’t 
the case with the Town Leader. Moses 
had a home in Babylon, and through 
the years the newspaper took on Moses 
and his various projects.

I lucked out by connecting with Fire 
Islanders including TV journalist 
Charles Collingwood, playwright Regi-
nald Rose, author Theodore H. White 
and some regular folks, who articulate-
ly explained how the island’s nature 
and communities would be impacted by 

the proposed highway. A walk in Sunk-
en Forest made the environmental 
importance of Fire Island clear to me.

I wrote a story, the first of many. We 
discovered that the four-lane highway 
Moses built to the west, along Jones 
Beach, instead of being an “anchor” of 
the beach — as Moses insisted a high-
way on Fire Island would be — regular-
ly needed to be bolstered with sand 
pushed along its edges by bulldozers 
working at night.

The first call I received the morning 
after my first story ran was from Mur-
ray Barbash, an environmentally com-
mitted builder from Brightwaters. Bar-
bash and his brother-in-law, Babylon 
attorney Irving Like, co-author of the 
state’s Conservation Bill of Rights, 
then organized a Citizens Committee 
for a Fire Island National Seashore. 
Their view was that Moses couldn’t be 
stopped on the state level because of 
the enormous power he wielded in 
New York. If Fire Island were to be 
saved, it would have to be through the 
federal government. Also, a national 
seashore offered a positive goal, they 
felt. And happily, that’s what came 
about.

Karl Grossman has been an investigative 
reporter in a variety of media for more 
than 50 years. He is a professor of jour-
nalism at the State University of New 
York at Old Westbury.

O n my first 
day at 

the Babylon 
Town Leader, my 
bosses had a 
story for me.

The lessons our leaders should take from the LIRR strike

T he three-day Long Island Rail 
Road strike last month did more 
than disrupt commutes. It high-
lighted just how interconnected 

New York City and Long Island truly are.
For 72 hours, the effects rippled 

across the entire metropolitan region. 
State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli esti-
mated that the work stoppage cost as 
much as $61 million per day in lost eco-

nomic activity. 
The losses 

weren’t confined 
to any one county 
or borough. They 
were shared by all 
of us, because our 
regional economy 
functions as one 
interconnected 
system. 

I heard from 
employers imme-
diately concerned 
about staffing 

shortages, delayed deliveries and declin-
ing foot traffic. The reason was simple: 
The workforce connection between Long 
Island and New York City is enormous. 

According to Census data, around 
240,000 Long Island residents commute 
into New York City for work, while 
roughly 310,000 New York City residents 
work in Nassau and Suffolk counties. 
Queens alone sends around 95,000 work-

ers into Nassau County and another 
28,000 into Suffolk County every day. 
Queens residents are among the largest 
workforce pipelines for Long Island 
employers, particularly in health care, 
construction, retail, transportation and 
professional services. 

When that flow stops, 
even briefly, the economic 
consequences are immedi-
ate. 

Too often, some elected 
officials and commentators 
have tried to frame Long 
Island and New York City 
as competitors, as though 
economic success on one 
side of the city line some-
how comes at the expense 
of the other side.

It doesn’t.
We saw this dynamic emerge during 

the pandemic, when some suburban 
leaders openly encouraged businesses to 
leave New York City and relocate to 
Long Island. More recently, some politi-
cians have continued to take rhetorical 
swipes at the city’s struggles as a way to 
score political points. 

But the LIRR strike demonstrated 
exactly why that mindset misses the big-
ger picture. 

Long Island’s economy is deeply 
dependent on New York City’s economic 
strength, just as the city depends on 

Long Island. Roughly 150,000 Suffolk 
County residents work in New York 
City’s five boroughs, with many com-
muting into Manhattan and Queens 
every day. Nassau County’s economic 
ties are even deeper. Meanwhile, busi-

nesses throughout the city 
rely heavily on Long Island 
residents as customers, 
employees and business 
partners. 

Queens and suburban 
Long Island, in particular, 
share extraordinarily 
close economic ties. 
Queens is home to Kenne-
dy and LaGuardia air-
ports, major health care 
institutions, construction 
projects and entertain-
ment destinations that 

employ thousands of Long Islanders. 
Long Islanders help staff schools, hos-
pitals, financial firms and transporta-
tion systems throughout the city. At the 
same time, Queens residents support 
Long Island’s retail centers, restau-
rants, beaches and small businesses. 

That’s why the true competition fac-
ing our region isn’t between Queens and 
Nassau or between Manhattan and Suf-
folk. It is coming from states aggressive-
ly attracting residents and employers 
away from New York altogether. Florida. 
Texas. The Carolinas. 

When families leave the metropolitan 
area because housing costs become 
unsustainable, Long Island and New 
York City both lose. When businesses 
relocate operations out of state, the eco-
nomic pain is shared throughout the 
downstate region.

Instead of trying to outcompete one 
another for headlines or short-term 
political advantage, regional leaders 
should be working together to address 
the challenges we all face: affordability, 
transportation reliability, housing 
shortages and public safety.

The LIRR strike also reinforced 
another important truth: Infrastructure 
matters. Reliable transportation is the 
backbone of the downstate economy. 
Millions of people depend on the seam-
less movement of workers and consum-
ers throughout the region every day. 
When that system breaks down, even 
temporarily, it reminds us how fragile — 
and how interconnected — our economy 
really is.

In the future Long, Island and New 
York City will succeed or fail, rise or 
fall, together. That isn’t political rheto-
ric. It is an economic reality. 

Tom Grech is president and CEO of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce and act-
ing chair of the Town of Hempstead 
Industrial Development Agency and 
Local Development Corporation.

L ong Island’s 
economy 

is deeply 
dependent on 
New York City’s, 
and vice versa.



HERALD EDITORIAL
Taking care to the streets

W hen communities confront 
homelessness, the conversa-
tion often becomes trapped 
between competing con-

cerns: public safety, housing costs, men-
tal health, addiction and strained social 
services. But programs that make a real 
difference recognize a simple truth: 
Homelessness is both a humanitarian 
crisis and a public health crisis.

Addressing it requires more than tem-
porary shelter or emergency interven-
tions. It requires meeting people where 
they are — literally and figuratively. 
That is what makes street medicine and 
community outreach programs such 
powerful and innovative models.

Instead of waiting for vulnerable peo-
ple to navigate a complicated health care 
system, outreach teams bring services 
directly to them. They visit train sta-
tions, commuter lots, wooded encamp-
ments, shelters and other places where 
homeless individuals live and gather.

The approach acknowledges a reality 
often overlooked in policy discussions: 
People struggling to survive day to day 
rarely have the ability to prioritize med-
ical appointments, transportation, 
paperwork or insurance requirements. 
For many, simply getting through the 
next 24 hours is challenge enough.

Long Island’s most recent Point-In-
Time Count found more than 4,500 
unhoused adults and children in Nassau 
and Suffolk counties, the highest total 
recorded since 2007. 

Behind every statistic is a person fac-
ing enormous barriers to proper health 
and stability. Chronic illnesses often go 
untreated. Mental health conditions 
worsen without care. Substance-use dis-
orders become more dangerous. Small 
medical problems can become life-
threatening emergencies.

Traditional systems are often not 
designed to reach people living in these 
circumstances. Outreach programs are.

What makes these efforts especially 
effective is their emphasis on trust. 
Team members may spend significant 
time with one person, providing medical 
evaluations, wellness education, sup-
plies, referrals and, perhaps most impor-
tant, human connection. People who 
often feel ignored, judged or invisible 
are treated with dignity and respect.

That trust-building is not a “soft” ben-
efit. It is the foundation of successful 
intervention. People who trust service 
providers are more likely to seek treat-
ment, follow medical advice, complete 
paperwork and engage with housing ser-
vices. Those relationships can become 
the bridge that leads someone from 
instability to recovery and ultimately to 
permanent housing.

The results of street medicine pro-
grams across Long Island and the nation 
demonstrate the value of this approach. 
People have been connected to urgent 
medical care, chronic conditions have 
been managed before they became emer-
gencies, and individuals have been guid-

ed into stable housing. While the num-
bers may seem modest compared with 
the scale of the crisis, they represent 
something larger: individualized, com-
munity-based care that works.

Housing itself is a public health issue. 
Stable housing improves physical 
health, mental well-being, medication 
compliance and overall quality of life. 
Yet obtaining housing often requires 
medical evaluations and documentation 
that many homeless people struggle to 
access. Outreach teams help bridge that 
gap.

These programs also serve as a 
reminder that homelessness can happen 
to anyone. Job loss, illness, family break-
down, disability or financial hardship 
can push an individual into crisis. Peo-
ple do not choose homelessness, yet they 
are often judged as though they did.

Compassion alone will not solve 
homelessness. Neither will enforcement 
alone. Communities need practical, scal-
able solutions that combine health care, 
housing support and human connection.

Street medicine and community-
based outreach programs are proving 
that such solutions exist. As homeless-
ness continues to rise, communities 
should look closely at these models and 
invest in expanding them. If society 
wants to help people move off the 
streets, it cannot wait for them to come 
through the door. Sometimes the most 
effective solution is to bring the door to 
them.

LETTERS
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick 
and Brown are silent     
on Israel
To the Editor:

In a pair of opinion pieces in the May 
28-June 3 issue of the Herald, Assembly-
man Ari Brown (“New York’s radical 
mobs are testing America’s spine”) and 
State Sen. Patricia Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick 
(“Our state must do more to combat anti-
semitism”) deplored the rise in antisemi-
tism locally, nationally and globally. The 
two legislators called for stronger mea-
sures to protect Jews from harassment 
and the threat, or actuality, of violence. 

No New Yorker of goodwill would 
oppose such protective efforts or deny 
that hatred of Jews is growing and 
spreading. It must also be acknowledged 
that Hamas is a terrorist organization 
that committed unspeakable atrocities in 
murdering 1,200 Israelis on Oct. 7, 2023. 

But neither Brown nor Canzoneri-
Fitzpatrick offers the slightest criticism 
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OPINIONS
How $1 becomes $1.60 on L.I.: the multiplier effect

Most Long Islanders have a 
pretty good feel for the local 
economy, with housing 
demand up, unemployment 

down and new businesses replacing 
older ones. What many people don’t see 
is how all of those activities are con-
nected.

A new apartment building isn’t just a 
construction project. A restaurant isn’t 

simply a place to 
grab dinner. A law 
firm does more 
than provide legal 
advice. Each of 
these businesses 
creates economic 
activity that 
extends well 
beyond its front 
door, generating 
jobs, income and 
spending through-
out the region. 

Economists 
call this the multiplier effect, and it 
impacts Long Islanders every day. 

Our economy is often discussed in 
terms of individual industries — health 
care, education, construction, technolo-
gy, hospitality, retail, professional servic-
es. Yet one of the reasons the economy 
has remained resilient through econom-
ic cycles is that no single industry domi-
nates it. Instead, thousands of business-
es of varying sizes create a diverse and 
interconnected economic ecosystem. 

That diversity helps explain why Long 
Island’s economy has grown into some-

thing much larger than many residents 
realize. Nassau and Suffolk counties 
together generate approximately $256 
billion in economic activity annually. If 
Long Island were a state, its economy 
would rank roughly 23rd in the nation.

While those numbers 
are impressive, the more 
interesting story is how 
that economic activity is 
created.

Consider a neighbor-
hood bagel shop. When a 
customer purchases break-
fast, the economic impact 
doesn’t stop at the cash reg-
ister. The bakery purchases 
flour, cream cheese, utili-
ties, equipment, insurance, 
accounting services and 
transportation. Employees 
spend their wages at local stores, restau-
rants and service providers. The origi-
nal dollars continue to circulate through 
the economy, creating value long after 
the first transaction takes place. 

This process happens every day, in 
every corner of Long Island.

Over the past year, the LIA Research 
Institute has been examining these rela-
tionships through input-output analy-
sis, a methodology used to measure the 
direct, indirect and induced impacts of 
businesses and institutions. The find-
ings reinforce something many business 
owners already know from experience: 
local spending creates local prosperity. 

Take a hypothetical Long Island law 
firm generating $1 million in annual 

revenue. The direct activity supports 
attorneys, staff and business opera-
tions. But the firm’s impact extends to 
office suppliers, maintenance providers, 
technology vendors and numerous other 
businesses. When those secondary 

effects are included, the 
original $1 million gener-
ates roughly $1.6 million in 
total economic output 
throughout the region.

The multiplier effect 
becomes even more visible 
with large-scale invest-
ments. Consider the con-
struction of a multifamily 
housing development. 
Before a single family 
moves in, the project gen-
erates significant econom-
ic activity through con-

struction workers, architects, engineers, 
legal professionals, material suppliers, 
trucking companies, and dozens of sup-
porting industries. 

Our analysis of a hypothetical $100 
million apartment development found 
that the project could support more than 
600 jobs and create roughly $166 million 
in total economic output. This is in addi-
tion to the benefit of adding to our 
region’s housing stock to address the 
high demand and low inventory, which 
pushes up prices.

That’s why discussions of economic 
development should never focus solely 
on the initial investment. The broader 
impact often tells a much larger story. 
For example, the LIA Research Institute 

estimated that the 2025 Ryder Cup gen-
erated roughly $160 million in economic 
activity, not simply because spectators 
attended the tournament, but because 
visitors stayed in hotels, dined in res-
taurants and utilized transportation ser-
vices. The ripple effects spread through 
our communities, strengthening the 
broader economy. 

Long Island’s economy is powered by 
thousands of interconnected decisions 
made every day by entrepreneurs, work-
ers, consumers, nonprofit organizations, 
educational institutions and investors. 
From a neighborhood bagel shop to new 
construction, from a local law firm to an 
international sporting event, economic 
activity rarely stops where it starts. Every 
transaction creates additional opportu-
nities that ripple across our region.

The next time you buy a bagel, hire 
an attorney, dine at a local restaurant or 
drive past a construction site, remember 
that you are seeing the multiplier effect 
in action.

On Long Island, dollars we spend at 
local businesses become wages for work-
ers, revenue for suppliers and opportu-
nities for families across our region. 
That’s how $1 becomes $1.60 — and why 
the strength of our economy depends on 
the success of the businesses and insti-
tutions that keep that cycle moving for-
ward.

Steven Kent is chief economist of the 
Long Island Association and an associate 
professor of economics and finance at 
Molloy University in Rockville Centre.

O ur economy 
is powered 

by thousands of 
interconnected 
decisions we 
make every day.

FRAMEWORK by Christina Gerbore

In the city where it all began 250 years ago — Philadelphia

LETTERS
of the Israeli government’s military response to Hamas’s barba-
rism. And silence on this score is used by bigots to assert — falsely 
— that all Jews are complicit in the slaughter of Muslims. 

Reputable sources, including the Israel Defense Forces, confirm 
that Israel has killed over 70,000 Palestinians in Gaza in the past 
two and a half years. That toll is known to include several thou-
sand children and hundreds of humanitarian workers. 

In addition, Israel has killed more than 3,000 civilians in Leba-
non in the past few months in retaliation for Hezbollah terrorist 
attacks that have taken the lives of about 100 Israelis. 

The relentless, merciless and disproportionate response on Isra-
el’s part has caused support for the Jewish state to plummet in the 
U.S. and worldwide. Only 37 percent of Americans now view Israel 
favorably, according to a Pew Research Center poll. Sympathy for 
Palestinians has risen correspondingly. 

Anti-Israel sentiments do sometimes take the form of antisemi-
tism. But most U.S. activists, including the many Jews who 
denounce the actions of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
government, cannot be fairly accused of religious or ethnic bigotry. 

Influential figures like Brown and Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick are not 
helping shield Jews by ignoring the causes of Israel’s isolation. 
They also ought to be pointing out that Israel’s security will not be 
enhanced through endless warfare that gives rise to new genera-
tions of Palestinian militants. 

The cycle of hate, death and destruction is certain to continue 
until Israelis and Palestinians work cooperatively toward a two-
state solution.

KEVIN J. KELLEY
Atlantic Beach

Editors’ note: Ari Brown’s and Patricia Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick’s op-eds 
did not appear in all print editions of the Herald, but can be found at 
liherald.com.
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ELIZABETH (LIZ) LUCIANO | Associate Real Estate Broker
c.516.641.4420 | elizabethluciano@danielgale.com

Setting the Course. Delivering the Destination.

PENDING
78 Santa Barbara Dr, Plainview, NY

MLS# 964973

PENDING
856 Glen Cove Ave, Glen Head, NY

MLS# 957740

PENDING
8 Laurel Way, Sea Cliff, NY

MLS# 979955

SOLD
11 Washington Pl, Port Washington, NY

MLS# 943520

SOLD
100 The Glen, Glen Head, NY

MLS# 908532

SOLD
133 16th Ave, Sea Cliff, NY

MLS# 947328

SOLD
8 Woodridge Ln, Sea Cliff, NY

MLS# L3553007 

AVAILABLE
35 Highland Rd, Glen Cove, NY

MLS# 913197

We Make Real Estate Smooth Sailing.

JEAN MARIE STALZER | Real Estate Salesperson
c.516.509.7564 | jeanmariestalzer@danielgale.com

The tides are in your favor, it’s a seller’s market.

Liz Luciano and Jean Marie Stalzer bring a seamless, stress-free experience to every transaction, guiding their cli-
ents across the North Shore with local expertise, personal attention, and a genuine passion for what they do. With a 
strong wind at your back and the right team by your side, the path from listed to sold has never looked smoother. 
 

Whether you're ready to drop anchor on your next chapter or set sail toward something new, 
Liz and  Jean Marie are with you every step of the voyage. Start your journey today.

There’s no better time to make your move.
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Wheatley Plaza Office | 342 Wheatley Plaza, Greenvale, NY | 516.626.7600 | danielgale.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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Michael
Treated for sarcoma

Madison
Treated for 

rhabdomyosarcoma

THIS IS 
WHAT WE DO.

© 20© 2026 M26 emorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. All rights reserved. Based on Medicare patient data adjusted survival rate for all cancers combined when compared to all NCI-Designated Comprehensive Cancer Centers.

MSK.org/LongIsland

WHETHER YOU’RE 
A 73 YEAR OLD 
JAZZ MUSICIAN 
OR A 10 YEAR OLD 
FASHIONISTA, OUR 
CARE IS DESIGNED 
AROUND YOU.

Michael and Madison couldn’t be more different. 
But they do have one thing in common: they’re 
both cancer-free after being treated at 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. That’s 
because we personalize care for everyone who 
walks through our doors. For Madison, that 
meant scheduling her treatments around school 
and family time, and always keeping her favorite 
art supplies around. For Michael, it was correcting 
an earlier diagnosis and giving him years he was 
told he didn’t have.

One other way they’re alike? Star power. 
People treated at MSK live better, longer.

© 2026 Memorial Sloan Kettering Caner Center. All rights reserved. Based on Medicare patient data adjusted survival rate for all cancers combined when compared to all NCI-Designated Comprehensive Cancer Centers.
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Michael
Treated for sarcoma

Madison
Treated for 

rhabdomyosarcoma

MSK.org/LongIsland

THIS IS 
WHAT WE DO.

MSK.org/LongIsland
844 - 482 - 1838

© 2026 Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. All rights reserved.

COMPASSIONATE 
CANCER CARE 
ISN’T ONE-SIZE-
FITS-ALL.
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