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When Jaime Greenberg’s 
son, Sean, began guzzling water 
between hockey drills and run-
ning to the bathroom after near-
ly every shift on the ice, it didn’t 
immediately raise 
a l a r m s .  “ W e 
thought he was just 
thirsty from playing 
so much because he 
played six days a 
week,” said Green-
berg, 52, of Glen 
Cove. 

Sean, who’s now 
20, was 12 at the 
time, a travel hock-
ey goalie, tough and 
determined — until 
the day when he 
vomited during a 
game.

Looking back, 
Greenberg recalls 
the moment with 
regret. “I was so upset,” he 
said. “I was like, ‘What’s going 
on? You’re not sick.’ And he 
just literally threw up in his 
goalie helmet.” 

Sean had also lost so much 
weight that his heavy goalie 
equipment hung loosely on his 
frame. Within days, a blood test 
confirmed what his parents 
had begun to fear: He had Type 

1 diabetes. His body was no lon-
ger producing insulin.

Greenberg will be honored 
on April 22 at the 20th annual 
Cooking for a Cure fundraiser, 
which supports the Diabetes 
Research Institute Foundation. 
The event, co-founded by Nas-

sau County Legisla-
tor Delia DeRiggi-
Whitton and held in 
Bayville, has raised 
more than $1.5 mil-
lion over its two-
d e c a d e  r u n  t o 
a d v a n c e  c u r e -
focused diabetes 
research.

For Greenberg, 
an adoption lawyer, 
the cause is deeply 
p e r s o n a l .  J u s t 
m o n t h s  b e f o r e 
Sean’s diagnosis, he 
had a frightening 
health scare of his 
own. Driving his 
son to a hockey 

tournament near Boston, 
Greenberg blacked out behind 
the wheel. “My blood sugar was 
probably in the 300s or 400s,” he 
said. Sean had to grab the steer-
ing wheel and guide the car to 
the side of the road. Shortly 
afterward, Greenberg was diag-
nosed with Type 2, or adult-
onset, diabetes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

W e 
thought 

he was just 
thirsty from 
playing so 
much, because 
he played six 
days a week.

JAIME GREENBERG
Honoree

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

In a city where most of the transformative 
work happens quietly — in classrooms, food pan-
tries, recreation centers and small businesses — 
I Am My Sister is preparing to shine a spotlight 
on those whose impact has reshaped lives across 
Glen Cove.

The nonprofit will honor Edward P. Norris III, 
Phyllis Barnett, Irma Gente, Officer Darren Pitt-
man Jr. and Nicole Robinson-Helmus for their 
sustained commitment to youth, families and 
community empowerment, at The Black History 
Month Gala and Legacy Awards, held on Feb. 21 

at 6 p.m.
I Am My Sister, founded by Lela Watson, now 

its executive director, is a Glen Cove-based orga-
nization focused on youth leadership develop-
ment, mentorship, empowerment programming 
and community advocacy. It works with students 
through in-school clubs, workshops and initia-
tives centered on confidence-building, represen-
tation and opportunity, and also organizes com-
munity-wide events such as Juneteenth celebra-
tions and cultural programming.

The gala, Watson said, grew out of a desire to 
continue recognizing community members who 
quietly shape Glen Cove without seeking atten-

Talk about 
following in 
a brother’s 
footsteps
Owen Valance, near right, 
a Navy veteran, a Glen 
Cove police officer and 
this year’s recipient of the 
Tribute and Honor 
Foundation Impact 
Award, displayed the 
award alongside his older 
brother, Derek, a fellow 
police officer and Navy 
veteran — and the 2024 
Impact Award recipient. 
Story, more photos, page 
10. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

I Am My Sister plans a night 
of empowerment and purpose

Fundraiser in 
Bayville takes 
aim at diabetes

Courtesy Elizabeth Sagarin
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By STACY DRIKS

sdriks@liherald.com

Nassau County Legislator Olena 
Nicks on Monday introduced legislation 
to create a countywide 311 non-emergen-
cy service, a move that she and other 
Democratic lawmakers say will reduce 
burnout on 911 operators and improve 
emergency response times.

County Legislator Carrie Solages, 
who represents Valley Stream, highlight-
ed the public safety implications of 
reducing unnecessary emergency calls.

“When dispatchers are overwhelmed, 
it impacts response times for critical 
emergencies,” Solages said in a news 
release. “This legislation helps ensure 
emergency services remain focused on 
situations where every second counts.”

County residents often call 911 for 
non-emergency issues — including pot-
holes, sanitation problems, streetlight 
outages and noise complaints. Nation-
wide data suggests nearly 50 percent of 
911 calls fall into these categories.

The proposed 311 system would 
include a centralized call center staffed 
by trained personnel. It would allow resi-
dents to submit service requests via 
mobile app — including uploading pho-
tos — and track their status in real time. 
Lawmakers say that reducing non-emer-
gency call volume would help address a 
20 percent staffing shortage among emer-
gency operators and cut down delays in 

life-threatening situations.
“While these calls deserve attention, 

they shouldn’t compete with someone 
reporting a fire, a violent crime or a med-
ical emergency when only seconds 
count,” Nicks said. “Here in Nassau, our 
operators are handling everything from 
noise complaints to service requests, and 
these non-emergencies calls pull resourc-
es away from urgent needs.”

She pointed to similar systems in New 
York City, Suffolk County and the Town 
of North Hempstead. North Hempstead 
launched its 311-call center in 2005, and 
has handled more than three million 

calls, according to Town Supervisor Jen-
nifer DeSena. The center acts as a one-
stop hub for municipal services, with 
requests tracked through completion.

County Legislator Viviana Russell, 
who represents parts of Uniondale and 
North Hempstead, said she was part of 
the original team that launched North 
Hempstead’s system. She also took part 
in the Suffolk operating system as well.

“I can tell you first-hand how it helped 
residents of the Town of North Hemp-
stead,” Russell said. “Through tracking 
the calls, you are able to see where there 
are needs in different departments as 

well as where residents need additional 
help, within the confines of the county.”

The county would also launch a public 
education campaign to help residents 
understand when to call 311 versus 911. 
Nicks said labor unions would be includ-
ed in planning for staffing and training. 
As of now, the legislators are in close 
contact with CSEA, one of the largest 
public service unions in the state, and 
other labor groups have expressed sup-
port for the legislation. 

“It’s about protecting the people who 
will protect us, this proposal will help 
reduce burnout, improve retention and 
strengthen emergency responses across 
Nassau County,” said Delia DeRiggi 
Whitton, a county legislator who repre-
sents Glen Cove and Sea Cliff, who serves 
as the Legislature’s minority leader. This 
is a commonsense workforce and public 
safety investment that benefits residents, 
employees and emergency responders.”

Also, the short staffing concerns have 
grown since County Executive Bruce 
Blakeman passed a voluntary buyout 
program for longtime employees in his 
$4.4 billion executive budget in January. 
Possibly saving $30 million annually, con-
cerns were raised about losing experi-
enced staff in public safety. 

Under the plan, full-time workers with 
at least 10 years of service would receive 
a $2,000 lump-sum payment for each year 
worked. About 3,400 employees are eligi-
ble — including 911 operators. 

Stacy Driks/Herald

Nassau County Legislator Olena Nicks introduced her proposal for a countywide 311 
system on Feb. 9, saying the service would help reduce 911 call volume and improve 
emergency response times.

331-hub plan targets 911-operator burnout
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Courtesy North Shore Hispanic Chamber of Commerce photos

The North Shore Hispanic Chamber of Commerce honored five community members for their years of support for the Hispanic business community.

By ROKSANA AMID 
ramid@liherald.com

The North Shore Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce held its 5th Annual Win-
ter Celebration on Jan. 29 at the Sea 
Cliff Yacht Club, honoring five commu-
nity members for their long-standing 
service, leadership, and contributions to 
the North Shore.

This year’s honorees represented a 
wide range of civic, educational, busi-
ness, and public safety leadership. Pas-
cual Blanco, co-founder of the nonprofit 
La Fuerza Unida, received the Ameri-
can Dream Award. Felicia Kasow, direc-
tor of PURE Mammography and a mem-
ber of the Long Island Advisory Board 
of the American Cancer Society, was 
presented with the Outstanding Com-
munity Supporter Award. Glen Cove 
Police Chief Christopher Ortiz was hon-
ored with the Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Dr. Alexa Doeschner, superin-
tendent of the Glen Cove City School 
District, received the Community Lead-
er Award, and Rafael Maldonado, owner 
of James Auto Works, was named Busi-
ness of the Year.

During the ceremony, Lisa Golden, a 
chamber board member, praised 
Kasow’s far-reaching impact on wom-
en’s health and underserved communi-
ties. “Felicia is aptly awarded our Com-
munity Service Award, because those of 
you who know her know it’s not just this 
community she’s in. She’s in every com-
munity,” Golden said. She highlighted 
Kasow’s efforts to provide mammo-
grams to individuals who might other-
wise lack access, particularly within the 

Latina community, calling her “the very 
definition of a community supporter.”

Glen Cove Mayor Pamela Panzenbeck 
echoed those sentiments while acknowl-
edging the importance of early detec-
tion. “Nobody wants to get a mammo-
gram. It is the most unpleasant, awful 
thing. Nobody likes it,” Panzenbeck 
said, adding humorously, “I think you 
men should all get it too. But anyway, we 
thank you for what you do.”

Chamber President Connie Pinilla 
recognized Chief Ortiz for his decades 
of leadership in law enforcement. 
“Chief Ortiz continues to lead with a 
purpose, ensuring the safety and well-
being of all of our residents while hon-
oring the department’s commitment to 
excellence,” she said.

Panzenbeck also reflected on her pro-

fessional relationship with Ortiz, whom 
she promoted during her tenure as 
mayor. “In my four years as mayor, I 
could never have done my job without 
all of the amazing help and support 
we’ve gotten from you,” she said. 
“You’ve always been there for me… I 
was really concerned that I wouldn’t be 
the mayor to promote you, because 
you’re just the best.”

Councilwoman Danielle Fugazy also 
congratulated Ortiz, telling him, “We 
are super proud of you, and we’re very 
thankful that you are in the position, 
and we know you’re going to do great 
things.”

In his remarks, Ortiz credited his 
department for its success. “If you hire 
good people, people of character, people 
who are honorable and prideful, and 

you bring them into a police depart-
ment, they will do great things,” he said.

Dr. Doeschner, accepting the Commu-
nity Leader Award, emphasized collabo-
ration and gratitude. “I share this award 
with so many people—the trustees of 
the Board of Education, my Cabinet 
members, our educators and staff, and 
our students,” she said, noting her 
11-year journey in the district.

Panzenbeck praised Doeschner’s 
leadership, calling herself her “biggest 
cheerleader” and commending her rapid 
rise and dedication.

The evening concluded with the pre-
sentation of city and county citations by 
Panzenbeck and Nassau County Minori-
ty Leader Delia DeRiggi-Whitton, fol-
lowed by dancing with honorees, their 
families, and attendees.

Chris Ortiz, chief of police in Glen Cove, was honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Hispanic chamber honors community members

Chamber President Connie Pinilla 
announced the honorees.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Investting in PFAS treatment systems

Chocolate dip and decorating class

Glen Cove will spend nearly $800,000 
to repair a water treatment system that 
removes so-called “forever chemicals” 
from the city’s drinking water.

The City Council approved a $776,000 
payment to repair filters at the Seaman 
Road water treatment facility. The gran-
ulated activated carbon filter system is 
designed to capture and treat perfluoro-
alkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, 
known as PFAS, which can accumulate 
in water supplies and persist in the 
environment.

The repairs are intended to ensure 
continued compliance with state and 
federal drinking water standards. New 
York State limits PFAS in drinking 
water to 10 parts per trillion and sets a 1 
part per billion limit for 1,4-dioxane, a 
chemical considered a likely human car-
cinogen. In April 2024, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency established a 
stricter 4 parts per trillion standard for 
certain PFAS compounds. That federal 
requirement was initially set to take 
effect in 2029 but has since been post-

poned until 2031.
City officials anticipate spending mil-

lions more in the coming years to meet 
regulatory requirements. Upgrades to 
additional water treatment facilities are 
projected to exceed $40 million by 2029.

Glen Cove is nearing completion of a 
$2.6 million project to rehabilitate a well 
on Nancy Court and is currently in the 
design phase of an $11 million project to 
treat PFAS at that site. An $11.5 million 
project to enhance PFAS treatment at 
the Kelly Street well is expected to begin 
later this year. A separate $16.8 million 
upgrade is already underway at the 
Duck Pond well station.

The Seaman Road station, which was 
taken offline around 2010, was restored 
at a cost of approximately $6.3 million. 
The facility currently meets regulatory 
standards. Glen Cove serves about 10,000 
customers and has secured several 
grants to help offset costs, including $3 
million for a new packed tower aeration 
system at its Duck Pond Road facility 
designed to remove Freon 22.

The Glen Cove Public Library will 
host a hands-on chocolate dipping and 
decorating workshop later this month, 
led by a local woman-owned catering 
company.

The class, titled “MsSauce Plates 
Chocolate Dip and Decorate,” will take 
place on Thursday, Feb. 26, from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. in the library’s Community Room. 
The program is part of the library’s 
adult offerings and will give partici-
pants the opportunity to dip and deco-
rate a variety of sweet treats using choc-
olate and assorted toppings.

The workshop wil l  be  led by 
MsSauce Plates Culinary Horizon LLC, 
a Glen Cove-based catering company 
known for its Caribbean-inspired cui-
sine and desserts. Owner Jonelle Wat-
son has built the business around shar-
ing bold flavors and creative presenta-

tion, and the upcoming class will focus 
on the sweeter side of her culinary 
expertise.

Participants will receive guided 
instruction and assistance throughout 
the session, learning techniques for 
chocolate dipping and decorative finish-
ing touches. The event is designed to be 
interactive and beginner-friendly, offer-
ing a relaxed setting for adults to 
explore a fun culinary activity.

Registration is required, and space is 
limited. There is a $7 fee to participate. 
Those interested must register in per-
son at the library’s Reference Desk.

The Glen Cove Public Library is 
located at 4 Glen Cove Ave. For addition-
al information about this program or 
other upcoming events, residents may 
contact the library directly or visit its 
website for a full calendar of activities.
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By TONY BELLISSIMO
tbellissimo@liherald.com

Reese Adams experienced a 
wave of emotions for the sec-
ond time in as many years at 
the Nassau County girls wres-
tling championships.

While recovering from knee 
surgery last February, the then-
Calhoun High School junior 
was devastated to be a specta-
tor for the inaugural tourna-
ment. This year, however, she 
was elated to not only partici-
pate but to capture a title in 
what would be her lone oppor-
tunity.

Adams rallied from behind 
to pin MacArthur’s Olivia 
Rausenberger in 1:52 of the 
first period of the finals to win 
the 126-pound crown Feb. 1 at 
her home away from home — 
Long Beach High School. Her 
father, Ray, has coached the 
Marines’ wrestlers for 30 years.

“It was thrilling and a relief 
at the same time because I put 
so much pressure on myself,” 
Reese said. “To finally accom-
plish what I’ve worked so hard 
for is exciting.”

She underwent surgery the 
day before Thanksgiving in 
2024 and missed all of last sea-
son. That didn’t stop her from 
attending the county champion-
ships at Bethpage High School, 
but it wasn’t easy to watch.

“I cried a lot, but I wanted to 
support some of  my best 
friends who were competing,” 
said Reese, who is Calhoun’s 
lone female wrestler and prac-
ticed with the boys team every 
day.  “I’m glad it was at Long 
Beach this time,” she added. “I 
practically grew up watching 
wrestling in that gym so it was 
a comfortable environment.”

Adams fell behind Rausen-
berger 5-0 before scoring a take-

down to get on the board, fol-
lowed by the pin.

“It was a rough year for her 
rehabbing and I’m so proud to 
see her win a county title,” 
Ray Adams said of his Lehigh 
University bound daughter. 
“She worked so hard to get 
back on the mat.” 

Long Beach girls coach 
Miguel Rodriguez said the vibe 
for the finals was “incredible.” 
The Marines had five finalists 
and saw seventh-grader Brooke 
Varian finish a surprise run-
ner-up at 94 pounds, and fresh-
man Harley Eidens repeat as a 
county champ, taking the 107-
pound title.

“We had a lot of great per-
formances and those two really 
had a day,” Rodriguez said. 
“Brooke is a great athlete who 
loves lacrosse and is so coach-
able. Harley was familiar with 
her opponent in the finals and 
was very strong defensively at 
the end to hold on.”

 Harley’s sister, Presley, was 
second at 114 to MacArthur’s 
Grace Palumbo and earned a 
wild-card berth to join her twin 
at the state tournament Feb. 26 
in Albany. Junior Goddiss 
Hodge and Arianna Balsamo 
and also reached the county 
finals stage.

Uniondale, which captured 
the Nassau dual meet team title 
with a 34-30 victory over Long 
Beach Jan. 21, continued its 
spectacular season with three 
county champions and two run-
ners-up. Coach Tim Godoy said 
the Knights began the cam-
paign with 45 girls as interest 
in the sport has exploded.

“The girls are excited to be a 
part of something new and 
they really put the work in,” he 
said. “We had great support 
from parents and family mem-
bers as well as about half of 

our boys team showed up. It 
was a special day.”

Uniondale junior Angeline 
Bonilla, who took third place 
last  season, captured the 
94-pound title over Varian with 
a 12-5 decision.

“The impossible doesn’t 
seem that far away if you keep 
pushing,” Bonilla said. “It was 
the first match of the finals and 
not going to lie, I was a little 
nervous. Brooke is a tough 
wrestler and I felt it was a 50-50 
match. I couldn’t have done it 
without my coaches.”

Also for the Knights, junior 
Brianna Marquez captured the 
100-pound championship and 
junior Keishara Tulloch was a 
repeat county champ, winning 
at 152 over junior teammate 
Gabrielle Christian. Senior and 
first-year wrestler Emely 
Ramos reached the finals at 
165, pulling several upsets 
along the way.

“The support these girls 
have for each other is awe-
some,” Godoy said. “They were 
all screaming at the top of their 
lungs.” Arianna Balsamo, top, was one of five Long Beach finalists.

Terry Uellendahl/Herald photos

Calhoun’s Reese Adams, top, rallied to capture the 126-pound title.

Nassau girls wrestling takes center stage

Uniondale’s Angeline Bonilla, 
won the first finals bout of the 
tournament at 94 pounds.
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Cooking for a Cure funds diabetes research
“I finally said, I need to get involved 

in things that are going to help my fami-
ly and help people with diabetes,” 
Greenberg said. “I’m involved in a lot of 
things, but this comes right home.”

His path to involvement began at 
Glen Cove Junior Soccer, where he 
serves as president. There he has spo-
ken often with DeRiggi-Whitton, the 
event co-founder, and they spoke fre-
quently about their children and their 
respective experiences with type 1 dia-
betes and love of soccer. At 3-years-old, 
her daughter, Amanda, was diagnosed 
after manifesting subtle symptoms that 
could easily have been missed.

“She started to wet the bed again,” 
DeRiggi-Whitton recalled. “She was 
lethargic a little bit, she’d lost  2 pounds 
— nothing too dramatic.” Trusting her 
instincts, she insisted on having her 
daughter tested. Amanda’s blood sugar 
was 530 — more than five times the typi-
cal value. “Had I taken her home that 
night, she could have ended up in a dia-
betic coma,” she said. “I always tell peo-
ple just to follow their gut feeling and 
keep an eye on the water.”

Cooking for a Cure was born out of 
that fear and determination. “This is 
our 20th event,” DeRiggi-Whitton said. 
“It took 22 years to get here because we 
had Covid, so we stopped for two years. 
It’s a big milestone for a group of 

friends who decided to help me and run 
this.” What began as a grassroots effort 
has grown into a powerful network of 
families directly affected by juvenile 
diabetes. 

“One of the worst things that hap-
pened to me was my daughter being 
diagnosed,” she said. “But one of the 
best things that’s ever happened to me 
are the people I’ve met through this.”

Greenberg joined the event’s commit-
tee in 2019, shortly after he challenged 
and lost to DeRiggi-Whitton in the race 
for the 11th seat in the county Legisla-
ture. Despite their political rivalry, the 
two bonded over their children’s diagno-
ses. “After the election, here we are, and 
we’re friends,” DeRiggi-Whitton said. “I 
am so honored to be having him as our 
honoree. That’s the way the world 
should work.”

The funds that Cooking for a Cure 
raises support cutting-edge research at 
the Diabetes Research Institute, in 
Miami, Fla., a global leader in cure- and 
prevention-focused science. Dr. Joana 
Lemos, the institute’s associate director 
of scientific communications and data 
analytics, said the organization’s work 
centers on one goal: “changing the 
course of diabetes by finding the cure, 
not just managing it.”

Its research encompasses protecting 
and restoring insulin-producing beta 
cells, refining targeted immune thera-

pies and advancing cell replacement 
strategies. “The unifying goal is the 
same,” Lemos said. “To preserve or 
restore the body’s ability to regulate 
blood sugar naturally.”

She added that the institute’s work 
differs from traditional treatment mod-
els. “From the DRI’s perspective, the 
most promising near-term advances are 
those that modify the disease itself rath-
er than simply improving symptom 
management,” Lemos said, pointing to 
prevention trials and refined cell-
replacement therapies that aim to make 
treatments safer and longer lasting. 

Researchers now understand that 
Type 1 diabetes does not begin suddenly, 
with its diagnosis. “We now understand 
much more about the early stages, when 
beta cells are stressed but still present,” 
Lemos said. Preserving even partial 
insulin production can lead to “more 
stable glucose levels and fewer compli-
cations.”

For Greenberg, that research repre-
sents hope — not just for Sean, who is 
now thriving, but also for families that 
may face the same diagnosis. Greenberg 
calls his son his “hero.” Despite the 
daily management of insulin pumps, 
glucose monitors and strict dietary vigi-
lance, Sean has adapted. “He just took it 
head-on,” his father said. “He took 
something negative and made it a posi-
tive.”

Cooking for a Cure will celebrate that 
resilience while continuing its mission 
to fund research aimed at preventing 
and ultimately curing diabetes. Tickets 
to the April fundraiser are $125. For 
more information, contact Mariah 
Moscone at (954) 964-4040, ext. 1123, or 
mmoscone@drif.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy Jaime Greenberg

Sean Greenberg, shown at age 12, 
continued competing on the ice even as 
early symptoms of his Type 1 diabetes 
went unrecognized.
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242 Glen Cove Ave, Glen Cove
516-200-9603                                          jeaninesbistro.com

Come celebrate a romantic evening with your special valentine!
Enjoy a collection of great music featuring love songs, ballads, and more!

7 - 10 pm
Reservations Recommended

Nothing Could be Finer 
than Breakfast, Lunch, and 

Dinner at the Diner
Stop By For A Fabulous Meal, Quality Food, 

and Great Service

15% OFF
Your order with Coupon.  

Expires 5/31/26

187 Glen Street-Glen Cove, by CVS. • www.glencovediner.com  
516-676-1400 | Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-9pm  

Friday & Saturday 8am-10pm • Sunday 8am-7pm
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By HAILEY FULMER

The Herald’s Real Estate Achieve-
ment +Leadership Awards at the 
Heritage Club on Jan. 28 celebrat-
ed professionals whose leader-
ship and innovation have shaped 
the region’s real estate landscape.
Kelly Killoren Bensimon, founder, 
owner and broker specialist of 
Kelly Killoren Bensimon Inc. and 
Douglas Elliman was honored for 
her impact on real estate leader-
ship. A former model and reality 
television personality, Bensimon 
has successfully transitioned into 
a successful real estate career. Her 
keynote speech reflected on her 
path into the industry.
After her mother became ill, Ben-
simon said she sold her family 
home by herself — a moment that 
inspired her to shift from televi-
sion to real estate. Today, she fo-
cuses on client relationships and 
enhancing the value of the prop-
erties she represents.
I became licensed because I need-
ed to protect my family — and 
today, that instinct drives every-
thing I do,” she said.
Steven Krieger, chief executive of-
ficer of B2K Development, was 
named Real Estate Visionary of the 
Year, while Jan Burman, chairman 
of B2K Development, received the 
Legacy in Real Estate award.
The Rising Stars category rec-
ognized emerging profession-
als. Honorees included James La 
Dolce, vice president and branch 
manager at Flushing Bank, and 
Ashley Infantino, a licensed real 
estate salesperson with DeSimone 
Real Estate Agency.
Awards for construction, develop-
ment and engineering recognized 
Rob Mannino, chief operating of-
ficer of The Kulka Group, who re-
ceived the Commercial and Resi-
dential Construction Management 
award.
“It is such a pleasure to go to work 
every day and be surrounded by 
those people,” Mannino said, cred-
iting his team’s growth over the 
past two years. He also expressed 
gratitude to partner Devin Kul-
ka, chief executive officer of The 
Kulka Group, and his father, citing 
their guidance and leadership.
Joseph Picataggi Jr., principal of 
Terra Construction Group, re-
ceived the Development and Con-
struction award, while Matthew K. 
Aylward, a partner at R&M Engi-

neering, was recognized for excel-
lence in engineering.
Michael S. Ackerman, managing 
partner of Ackerman Law, took 
home the Excellence in Real Es-
tate Law, PLLC. Keith P. Brown, a 
partner at Certilman Balin Adler & 
Hyman LLP, received recognition 
in the Legal category, and Robert 
M. Connelly of Romer Debbas, LLP, 
earned the Excellence in Real Es-
tate Law award.
“We are proud to honor Long Is-
land’s most accomplished real 
estate professionals — individu-
als whose vision, dedication and 
innovation continue to shape 
the towns where we live, work 
and raise our families,” said Stu-
art Richner, president of Richner 
Communications for 26 years.
The Father/Son Duo award was 
presented to John and Dylan Vi-
tale, president and vice president 
of Vitale Properties, recognizing 
multigenerational leadership. 
The Next Gen Brokerage category 
recognized Luca Di Ciero, founder 
and CEO of NYSpace Finders, and 
Giuseppe Gregorio, an associate 
broker with the firm. Gregorio, 
who began his real estate career 
12 years ago, said he was drawn to 
the industry’s evolving challenges.
he Power Team honor was award-
ed to Darab Lawyer and Vanessa 
Ambrosecchia, licensed real es-
tate salespersons with Douglas El-
liman. Ambrosecchia highlighted 
the impact of her work on clients.
“I just like helping people,” she 
said, “to change more lives.”
Additional awards recognized 

leadership across the industry. 
Shaan Khan, president of the Long 
Island Board of REALTORS® and 
broker-owner of RK Realty Group, 
received the Real Estate Excel-
lence award. Denise Savino-Erich-
sen, president and CEO of Auto-
matic Industries, was honored in 
the Technology category.
In the commercial sector, Jona-
than M. Stern, chief growth officer 
of Ackman-Ziff Real Estate Group, 
was recognized in celebration of 
the firm’s centennial anniversary. 
Michael Tucker, associate broker 
at DGNY Commercial, received 
the Commercial Brokerage award. 
Joel Lipsky, chief executive officer 
of Lipsky Construction, received 
the Construction Management 
award.
Tom Attivissimo, CEO and princi-
pal of Greiner-Maltz Co. of Long 
Island LLC, was named Top In-

dustrial and Investment Sales and 
Leasing Counselor of the Year.
Shalom Maidenbaum, founder 
and owner of Maidenbaum Prop-
erty Tax Reduction Group LLC, re-
ceived the Property Tax Reduction 
award.
Additional residential awards 
were presented to Nicholas Sforza 
of Manhasset Realty Group and 
Marisa Filardo of Douglas Elliman, 
both recognized for Real Estate 
Excellence. Filardo, a mother of 
two, serves clients across Long Is-
land and Queens.
The Team Leadership award went 
to Rachel King, a licensed associ-
ate real estate broker and team 
leader of The King Team at SER-
HANT.
For photos, go to RichnerLive.
com/realawards/2026-photos/
For more on RichnerLive events 
visit RichnerLive.com.

Tim Baker and Holden Leeds/Herald photos

The real estate movers and shakers networked before the awards ceremony.

Top real estate professionals honored at Heritage Club

Keynote speaker Kelly Killoren Bensimon from Kelly Killoren Bensimon Inc. and 
Douglas Elliman.
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The Kulka Group’s Chief Operating 
Officer, Rob Mannino.

R&M Engineering, Partner, Matthew K. 
Aylward, PE.

Interior Motives New York, Founder and 
Principal Designer, Susan Mandel.

Awarded the Father/Son Duo Award, President and Vice President, respectively, Dylan and John Vitale from Vitale Properties.

DGNY Commercial, Associate Broker, Michael Tucker walking up to accept his award.

From NYSpace Finders, Founder & CEO Luca Di Ciero and Associate Broker Giuseppe Gregorio took home the Next Gen Brokerage award.

Licensed Real Estate Salespersons Darab Lawyer and Vanessa Ambrosecchia from 
Douglas Elliman won the Power Team award.

From Certilman Balin Adler & Hyman, 
LLP, Partner, Keith P. Brown.

Ackman-Ziff Real Estate Group, Chief Growth 
officer, Jonathan M. Stern with his award.

From Greiner-Maltz Co. of Long Island, 
LLC, CEO & Principal, Tom Attivissimo 
heads to accept his award.
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

A sold-out crowd packed the room Saturday night as 
the Tribute and Honor Foundation hosted its 5th 
Annual Tribute and Honor Awards Ceremony and 
Fundraising Gala on Feb. 7, marking a milestone year 
for the organization with its largest turnout to date.

Veterans, families, first responders, elected officials 
and community leaders from across Long Island gath-
ered to recognize eight honorees whose leadership and 
service have strengthened the veteran community and 
those who support it.

“It is always meaningful to participate in the Trib-
ute and Honor Awards,” said Pam Panzenbeck. “This 
event unites our community in recognizing veterans 
and their supporters, and the record turnout shows 
the wide-reaching support for this mission across Glen 
Cove and Long Island.”

Foundation President and Founder Gaitley Steven-
son-Mathews said the awards were created to promote 
broader public understanding.

“These Awards go beyond individual recognition,” 
he said. “They are meant to shine a light on the chal-
lenges veterans and their families face and to help the 
broader community better understand the importance 
of service, advocacy, and support.”

This year’s honorees included five veterans: Peter 
Carbone, who received the Community Service Award; 
Officer Owen Valance, the Impact Award; Robert Free-
land, the Volunteer Award; Philip Como, the Leader-
ship Award; and Scott Whitting, the Legacy Award. 
Three supporters were also recognized: Long Island 
Cares Veterans Services, which received the Home-
front Award; Eileen Shanahan and the Warrior Ranch 
Foundation, the Awareness & Remembrance Award; 
and Simone Renaud, honored posthumously with the 
Front Runner Award.

Although unable to attend due to a scheduling con-
flict, Glen Cove Police Chief Christopher Ortiz shared 
a statement of support for the foundation and for 
Valance’s recognition. He noted the department’s 
pride in serving the community and highlighted the 
importance of honoring veterans who continue their 
commitment to service as first responders.

Howard Stillwagon, commander of Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 347, reflected on the foundation’s 
growth since its founding in December 2021. He point-

ed to its efforts following the 2021 fire at the VFW Post, 
as well as initiatives such as the Ben Farnan Scholar-
ship and the Military Banner Program in Morgan 
Park, as examples of its expanding impact.

Now in its fifth year, the Tribute and Honor Awards 
Ceremony has evolved into one of the region’s signa-
ture events, raising funds to support the foundation’s 
ongoing mission to serve veterans and their families. 
More information is available at TributeAndHonor-
Foundation.org.

Service and sacrifice honored at ceremony

The 2026 honorees are recognized during the 5th Annual Tribute and Honor Awards Ceremony and Fundraising 
Gala on Feb. 7 in Glen Cove, celebrating their leadership, service and commitment to the veteran community. 

Photos courtesy Elizabeth Sagarin

Honorees and community members gathered during the 5th annual Tribute and Honor Awards Ceremony and Fundraising Gala on Feb. 7. 

Evelyn Kandekn expressed her gratitude towards the 
evenings honorees and the men and women who 
continue to serve the country.
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ENTER TO WIN A $5,000 
BANK OF AMERICA SMALL
BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT AWARD

Winners will be announced live at the
HERALD Long Island Business Summit
powered by Bank of America on 
March 3, 2026 at the Crest Hollow
Country Club in Woodbury, New York.

To be eligible, your business must be:

Long Island–based
Legally incorporated
In business 2+ years
$2.5M or less in annual revenue
Present at the HERALD Long
Island Business Summit powered
by Bank of America

HELP YOUR BUSINESS GROW?

ENTER TO WIN TODAY
RICHNERLIVE.COM/GROWTH
Applications close February 16, 2026 at 11:59pm.

Three LI businesses will be chosen to win $5,000 of unrestricted
funds.

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS: 
HOW COULD

No financial statements. No uploads. No pitches.

13
36

97
2
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GET MOVING SPONSOR

MAE CAIME
FOUNDER, 

AMAEZING MIDLIFE & BEYOND

EMCEE

FREE community event focused on health, wellness, and
lifestyle
Meet trusted local exhibitors and service providers
Take advantage of on-site health screenings
Enjoy lively entertainment, fitness demonstrations and
interactive experiences
Hear from experts during a panel discussion with Q&A
Win raffles, prizes, and giveaways
Snack station for all 

    

All designed to help you stay active, informed, and engaged at
every stage of life.

MARCH 13 • 10AM-12:30PM
EAST MEADOW BETH-EL JEWISH CENTER

1400 Prospect Ave, East Meadow

AGENDA:
VISIT EXHIBITORS

 10:00AM - 12:30PM 

EXPERT PANEL + Q&A
11:30AM - 12:30PM

 RAFFLE DRAWINGS*
*must be present to win 

Register for this FREE event:
RichnerLIVE.com/march.expo

AN ALL-IN-ONE EXPO FOR
HEALTHY, FULFILLING LIVING

SILVER SPONSORS GIFT BAG SPONSOR

TO SPONSOR OR EXHIBIT CONTACT ANNA GRACI AGRACI@LIHERALD.COM OR 516.569.4000 X290

Scan Here!

JOIN US – IT’S FREE!

or email LCreem@LIHerald.com 
or call 516.569.4000 x243 

GOLD SPONSOR

13
33

76
3

Photos courtesy Glen Cove City School District

District leaders stand inside one of the modernized science classrooms following the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony funded by the December 2022 bond.

More than 100 families gathered at 
Glen Cove City School District’s high 
school on Wednesday, Feb. 5, for the dis-
trict’s seventh annual Family STREAM 
Night, which also featured a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony for newly renovated sci-
ence laboratories.

Members of the Glen Cove Board of 
Education joined administrators, teach-
ers and students to officially open the 
upgraded labs, which were funded 
through a bond approved by voters in 

December 2022. The ceremony offered 
residents their first opportunity to tour 
the modernized spaces.

“It was wonderful to see so many 
families exploring these new spaces 
together,”  Alexa  Doeschner, superin-
tendent of schools, said. “The state-of-
the-art labs provide our students with 
the modern learning spaces they need 
to learn and grow, and we are grateful 
to the community for supporting the 
bond that turned these plans into reali-
ty.”

The evening featured a variety of 
hands-on STREAM (science, technology, 
research, engineering, art and math) 
activities designed to engage students 
and parents alike. Families participated 
in stations such as Bubble Science, Doo-
dle Bots and Save the Duck, encourag-
ing collaborative problem-solving and 
experimentation.

A highlight of the night was the Pris-
matic Laser Light Show, sponsored by 
the Glen Cove Education Foundation, 
which demonstrated the intersection of 
art and light science through a colorful, 
interactive display.

The event was organized by Victoria 
Curtis, coordinator of science, and Lau-
ren Lavelle, coordinator of technology, 
with support from STREAM teachers, 
staff and student volunteers who guid-
ed families through the activities.

District officials said the new sci-
ence labs represent a key component of 
Glen Cove’s commitment to 21st-centu-
ry learning environments and hands-
on instruction that prepares students 
for future academic and career oppor-
tunities. 

–Roksana Amid

District upgrades science 
labs via Dec. 2022 bond

Families explore hands-on STREAM 
activities, including Bubble Science and 
Doodle Bots, during Glen Cove’s Family 
STREAM Night, which drew more than 
100 attendees to the high school.
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Come by for a visit to learn why 
Long Island Children’s Museum is a 

top choice for parents!

Long Island Children’s Museum
11 Davis Avenue, Garden City, NY 11530  • 516-224-5800 • www.licm.org11 Davis A m.org

Vote for Long Island Children’s Museum
Museum

Kids Birthday Parties

Performing Arts
Venue 

Local Tourist Atraction
Nunley’s Carousel 

Place to Have a Party

Family Amusement  

In 6 Categories

13
28

33
6

Nonprofit plans Black History Month gala
tion.

“We wanted to make sure that we 
were continuing on with highlighting 
people in the community, and Black peo-
ple in the community, that are doing the 
work without the expectation of the 
pats on the back or the awards, that 
[are] passionate about youth and fami-
lies and community,” she said.

“It’s our responsibility to highlight 
those people so that the young people 
see themselves and see opportunities 
that they can aspire to,” Watson added. 
“These people are doing the work that’s 
going to carry on for generations to 
come. And they do it because of the love 
and the passion that they have for youth 
families in our community.”

Honorees are selected through a 
board-led nomination and voting pro-
cess that focuses on long-term impact 
rather than a single achievement. 
“We’re looking at legacy,” Watson 
explained. “So, what have they been 
doing on a continual basis to change 
lives? There’s people in the community 
that’s better because of the things that 
these people do.”

Norris, the director of choral music 
at Glen Cove High School, is being rec-
ognized for his leadership in arts educa-
tion, which has broadened students’ 
exposure to opportunities far beyond 
their hometown.

“Mr. Norris has made it his life’s 

work to expose these young people to 
the best of the world’s art and music,” 
Watson said. “Wherever he takes these 
young people, they now have a whole 
world that they see that now they have 
the ability to touch. They’re no longer 
afraid of what the future holds.”

Norris said he considers the award 
an extension of his commitment to stu-
dent advocacy. “I think the organization 
is wonderful,” he said of I Am My Sis-
ter. “I think it’s giving a voice to a popu-
lation that is sometimes underrepre-
sented and underserved. I’m very excit-
ed to be a part of this and very excited 

to share it with my students. My service 
is really to the students in the school 
community.”

In recent years, he said, supporting 
students emotionally has become just 
as important as musical instruction. “I 
try very hard to make each child that’s 
in my care feel loved, feel appreciated, 
feel like they have a voice that can be 
heard, feel safe,” Norris said. “I just 
want to continue to be a voice and an 
advocate for them to be their best 
selves.”

Honoree Nicole Robinson-Helmus is 
the founder of Level Up Glen Cove and 

its nonprofit arm, Level Up Cares, 
launched in November 2023 to expand 
access to health and wellness services.

“We often give free classes to seniors 
and to young adults in the community,” 
Robinson-Helmus said. “Last year I 
opened it up for anybody, I Am My Sis-
ter and anybody else in the community 
who didn’t have things to do for the 
summer all teens who came in had a 
free workout to keep them busy, keep 
them occupied and to keep them healthy 
for the summer.”

Community investment, she said, is 
fundamental to her mission. “If you 
want a business, if you want people in 
your community that you’re serving to 
be empowered, to feel supported, you 
also have to give back to that communi-
ty,” Robinson-Helmus said. “With health 
and wellness, if you’re healthy physical-
ly, but not just physically, mentally 
healthy, that you can feel strong, you can 
feel empowered. You make your own 
destiny.”

For Watson, the gala is ultimately 
about ensuring that young people see 
models of leadership that reflect possi-
bility.

“These people are doing the work 
that’s going to carry on for generations 
to come,” she said.

The gala will be heldat the Metropoli-
tan Caterers, 3 Pratt Blvd. in Glen Cove. 
Tickets can be purchased at iammysis-
ter.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Roksana Amid/Herald

Clothing and essential items in “The Closet,” an I Am My Sister initiative at Glen Cove 
Middle School that offers students free access to clothes.
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By MADISON GUSLER
mgusler@liherald.com 

More than 200 people attended the 
Long Island Association’s Energy and 
Environment Committee meeting on 
Feb. 5 at LIA headquarters in Melville. 
The highlight of the program was a dis-
cussion with the commissioner of the 
state Department of Environmental 
Conservation, Amanda Lefton.

“Long Island’s environment is our 
economy,” Matt Cohen, LIA president 
and CEO, said. LIA is a nonprofit associ-
ation that works to ensure Long Island’s 
economic vitality.

Lefton previously served as the direc-
tor of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement in the Department of the Inte-
rior. She has over 15 years of experience 
working on energy and environment in 
both the public and private sector. 

“As Long Islanders, we know that 
things like water quality and our natu-
ral resources are critical to our liveli-
hood,” she said. “We know these things 
aren’t in competition, but actually com-
plement each other if done correctly. 
That is the perspective that I bring to 
the department.

“We continue to move forward,” Lef-
ton added, “to make sure that we’re not 
just delivering on our mission of pro-
tecting the state’s environment, protect-
ing water quality, delivering on clean 
air, protecting our natural resources, 

but also doing so in a way that there’s 
transparency.” 

Billy Haugland, vice chair of the 
Energy and Environment Committee, 
who led the discussion, praised Lefton’s 
ability to bring government and indus-
try leaders together, leading to produc-
tive outcomes, increased collaboration, 
and reliable environmental stewardship.

Lefton discussed aspects of the 
state’s policy proposals and 2026 execu-
tive budget, and highlighted its steps to 
reduce pollution, its transition to clean 
energy and investments in infrastruc-
ture and transportation. She contrasted 
state actions with federal efforts to dis-
mantle environmental protections. “The 
jobs and benefits that could be lost on 
Long Island through the stalling of off-
shore wind projects are one of the many 
causalities of this chaos,” she said.

Lefton pledged to continue communi-
cating with stakeholders around New 
York. The DEC is prioritizing accessibil-
ity, streamlining its processes and 
improving data navigation, supported 
by investments from Gov. Kathy Hochul 
to modernize its website and technology.

Hochul’s 2026 budget proposal also 
supports a robust environmental agenda, 
and Lefton complimented the tangible 
results for New Yorkers. The governor’s 
“Let Them Build” agenda includes a 
series of reforms to speed up housing 
and infrastructure projects and reduce 
costs. The initiative includes adopting 

common-sense reforms of the State Envi-
ronmental Quality Review Act to speed 
up construction of zoned and permitted 
housing while preserving environmental 
safeguards. It also aims to reduce delays 
in building critical infrastructure, 
including clean-water projects.

“The governor’s common-sense 
approach to securing more certainty in 
environmental review timelines,” Lef-
ton said, “will help advance more criti-
cally important projects.”

She discussed Hochul’s investments 
in water infrastructure, a commitment 
of $3.75 billion to clean-water projects 
over the next five years, including 
improving sewer infrastructure. “We 
can ensure that we’re continuing to 
tackle urban contaminants, protecting 
clean water, and delivering on the fund-
ing for our municipalities,” Lefton said.

The Hochul administration has 
authorized a critical resiliency project 
on Long Island, with a $1.7 billion invest-
ment in protecting the expanse from 
Fire Island to Montauk against storms 
and erosion. Additional investments 
have been made for various other Army 
Corps of Engineers resiliency projects 
in the Rockaways and Long Beach.

Lefton also mentioned a state grant 
award to Freeport, supporting the 
expansion of its advanced stormwater 
system, which is designed to reduce 
chronic flooding of the village’s low-
lying streets.

“We have strong programs in place to 
protect our air and water while encour-
aging investment in our communities,” 
Lefton said. “We’re ensuring that we 
have these programs available specifi-
cally to deliver for Long Islanders.”

Madison Gusler/Herald

Amanda Lefton, commissioner of the 
state Department of Environmental 
Conservation, spoke at the Long Island 
Association’s Energy and Environment 
Committee meeting on Feb. 5.

DEC head discusses state’s goals, policies

GET 8
FREE
BURGERS
A $23 value!

Butcher’s Savory Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
 4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Classic Burgers (4 oz.)

81305DBC         separately $294.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 56%

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free (4 oz.) burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes 81305. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may 
be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to 
OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/26. | 25M8964 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

YOU TASTE IT

OmahaSteaks.com/Savory3101  |  1.888.792.3598
�����������������������������������������������������

Order 
Now!

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

13
31

09
327% SAVINGS!

INCLUDING SHIPPING!
*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time off er, good 

while supplies last. Not valid with any other off er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

IC:  H6YU54

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

BUY 12 GET 12

MORE FREE!

Call 1-516-853-7487
to Order Item 2692X

or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU54
Only $34.99 plus $7.99 shipping & processing. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.

Buy 12 get 12 more  FREE!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

13
31

79
7



15
GLEN COVE HERALD — February 12, 2026

‘RENT’ in concert 
The unforgettable music of Jonathan 
Larson’s groundbreaking musical fi lls 
Tilles Center in a powerful symphonic 
concert setting. RENT is currently 
celebrating its 30th anniversary in 
2026, marking three decades since 
its Off-Broadway debut in January 
1996 and subsequent move to 
Broadway. Experience the music of 
Larson’s landmark work through its 
original Broadway legacy as Adam 
Pascal, who originated the role 
of Roger, hosts the evening and 
returns to the stage for a special 
encore performance. Presented in a 
symphonic concert format with full 
orchestra, the event celebrates the 
iconic songs that changed musical 
theater forever. “To be able to host 
RENT in concert and then step back 
on stage for an encore is incredibly 
special, Pascal says. This concert is 
about honoring Jonathan Larson’s 
voice, the community that formed 
around this show, and the power of 
these songs to still speak, loudly and 
honestly, to audiences today.”

Friday, Feb. 13, 8 p.m. Tilles Center, 
LIU Post campus, 720 Northern 
Blvd., Brookville. Tickets available at 
tillescenter.org or (516) 299-3100.

T he American Revolution might have happened 
250 years ago, but the conversation about 
who really benefi ted from it is far from over. 

That’s the idea behind Hofstra University Museum 
of Art’s newlly opened exhibition, “Our Unfi nished 
Revolution(s).” On view, through July 24, it invites 
visitors to refl ect on the promises of liberty, exploring 
how the ideals of the Declaration of Independence 
have shaped the nation.
 July 4, 1776, has long been ascribed as the date 
that the United States was formed, Presley Rodriguez 
—  the museum’s 
assistant director of 
exhibitions and collections 
— writes in her essay in 
the exhibit catalog. There 
are other events that 
could have represented 
the birth of the nation 
— perhaps fi rst battles 
of the Revolutionary War, 
or the signing of the 
treaty that formally ended 
the confl ict. But it is the 
day that the Declaration 
of Independence was ratifi ed that is credited with 
changing the world as we know it.
 Today, many consider the Declaration of 
Independence as the document that proclaimed 
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” as guiding 
priorities of the United States. As signifi cant as the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence was, 
however, it was also a rebellious act that those loyal to 
the English king viewed unfavorably in 1776. 
  “The Declaration of Independence is the North 
Star of liberty, democracy and freedom,” says Hofstra 
Museum Director Sasha Giordano. “The exhibition 
explores who most benefi tted from the Declaration of 
Independence. Although women, Black and enslaved 
people, Indigenous peoples, and immigrants played 
instrumental roles during the Revolution and were 
closely connected to the events surrounding the 
Declaration, they were not granted the same liberties 
at the nation’s founding.”
 The 250 years of history are organized into four 
dated sections: 1776, 1876, 1976 and 2026. The 
artworks and archival materials on view illuminate 
the ways in which the Declaration of Independence 
has been interpreted, challenged and defended over 
time. Works drawn from the museum’s permanent 
collection, alongside loans featuring artists such as 
Faith Ringgold, demonstrate the diversity of artistic 
responses to the Revolution’s legacy across 250 years. 
Included are a mix of 18th-century prints, mid-century 
works and contemporary pieces by artists such as 
Alexander Calder, Larry Rivers and Jeremy Dennis, the 
show’s featured artist.
 Groups whose liberties were initially denied come 
into focus: women, Black, Indigenous and immigrant 
communities. Rodriguez — who curated this exhibit — 
searched Hofstra’s database for art that best captures 
their stories.
 “This is really an homage to 250 years of freedom,” 
she explains. “There are walls in the gallery dedicated 
to each of these anniversary years, and the artwork 
was created around these moments.”
 Beginning with 1776 section, works refl ect 
the founding ideals and the exclusion of certain 
communities, while later sections show how those 

STEPPING OUT

‘So don’t stop me now’
Queen-mania rolls on. Almost Queen 
returns to the Paramount stage 
with their homage to the beloved 
band. They don’t just pay tribute to 
the legendary band, Almost Queen 
transports you back in time to 
experience the magic and essence 
of Queen themselves. The band — 
featuring Joseph Russo as Freddie 
Mercury, Steve Leonard as Brian May, 
Randy Gregg as John Deacon, and 
John Cappadona as Roger Taylor — is 
“guaranteed to blow your mind” 
with iconic four-part harmonies and 
expertly executed musical interludes. 
The band’s authenticity shines 
through in their impeccable attention 
to detail and genuine costumes, 
while their live energy and precision 
captivates fans of all ages with an 
unforgettable concert experience. 
The carefully curated setlist featuring 
Queen’s best-loved songs, including, 
of course, classics like “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” “We Will Rock You” and 
“We Are the Champions!” It’s no 
wonder fans keep coming back for 
more.

Saturday, Feb. 14, 8 p.m. The 
Paramount, 370 New York Ave., 
Huntington. Tickets available at 
ticketmaster.com or paramountny.com.

By Abbey Salvemini

An artistic perspective

struggles continued and evolved.
 For Giordano, framing the 
Revolution as “unfi nished” allows us 
to revisit and reclaim its milestones. 
It’s presented as an ongoing 
conversation, rather than a closed 
chapter in history.
 “Anniversaries are a way to 
remind us of what we celebrate and 
how we honor our country’s life,” 
she says. “This exhibition meets 
viewers where they are. You bring 
your own ideas and thoughts, and 
it encourages refl ection. It could 
challenge you, or it could reaffi rm 
what you already feel.” 
 Jeremy Dennis, an enrolled 
member of the Shinnecock Indian 
Nation and founder of Ma’s House 
& BIPOC Art Studio Inc., brings an 
Indigenous perspective into the 
narrative of America’s evolving 
freedom through his photography.
 “As a leader making art 
representing Indigenous people, 
his work speaks to current times 
and shares a relevant story,” 
Giordano adds. “Through his art and 
photography, he takes us into that 
world.”
 Another standout is Faith 

Ringgold’s 2009 series, “Declaration of Freedom and Independence.” Her work perfectly 
embodies the exhibition’s theme and refl ects the ongoing struggle to make liberty a reality for all, 
according to Rodriguez.
  “The exhibition invites you to consider your own role in shaping the nation’s future. The 
response wall allows visitors to contribute their perspectives, and those ideas will literally be on 
display for others to see,” she adds.
 Her aim is that visitors refl ect not only on the past but think hard about what our future holds. 
Everyone is encouraged to contribute to the Wish Wall Project, the collaborative response wall 
developed by a nationwide network of museums and libraries, where all can leave their thoughts, 
refl ections and reactions to the exhibition.
 “Our Unfi nished Revolution(s),” connects to the broader Untold Stories of Revolution: A 
Hofstra University Initiative for the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution, a campus-wide 
exploration of the Revolution’s lesser-known narratives. Related programming tied to the exhibit 
invites students, faculty and the public to engage with themes of democracy, equity and civic 
responsibility.
 Events include a conversation with Dennis on March 5 and a curator-led gallery tour on April 9;  
programs that allow participants to engage more deeply with the exhibit.
 “During the gallery tour, visitors will have a chance to notice details they might miss on a casual 
visit, and they can hear the stories behind why specifi c works were included,” Rodriguez says.

  

•  Now through July 24
Programs require advance 
registration; visit events.
hofstra.edu to RSVP or call 
(516) 463-5672 

•  Emily Lowe Gallery, behind 
Emily Lowe Hall, Hofstra 
University’s South Campus, 
Hempstead

Our nation 250 years later

Courtesy Hofstra University Museum of Art
Jeremy Dennis’ Cloak of Divisibility, from the series Rise, 
2025, archival inkjet print. Courtesy of the artist.

Bill of Sale for Enslaved Person, 
1779. Courtesy of Special Collections/
Long Island Studies Institute, Hofstra 
University Library.

Map of New England, 1676, ink on paper. Gift of 
unknown donor, HU62.7.

Washington Crossing the Delaware, Evening Previous 
to the Battle of Trenton, December 5 (sic), 1776, 1800-
1900, hand-colored lithograph. Gift of Mary Estabrook, 
HU64.98.
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Having an event?
Items on the Calendar page
are listed free of charge. The 
Herald welcomes listings of 
upcoming events, community 
meetings and items of public 
interest. All submissions 
should include date, time 
and location of the event, 
cost, and a contact name and 
phone number. Submissions 
can be emailed to kbloom@
liherald.com.

Nature Detectives & 
Story Makers
Kids in grades 3-6 are invited to 
Sands Point Preserve for a winter 
writing adventure. Young authors 
explore the preserve like detectives 
— uncovering nature clues left in 

 Black History 
Month Gala & 
Legacy Awards
 I Am My Sister invites 
all to an elegant black-
tie evening celebrating 

culture, leadership and community 
impact at its annual gala. This year’s 
theme, “Our Stories, Our Strength: A 
Legacy of Power,” sets the tone for 
a night of inspiration, recognition 
and fundraising in support of the 
organization’s youth leadership and 
empowerment programs. Enjoy a 
cocktail hour followed by dinner, 
dancing, raffles, a silent auction, live 
performances and the presentation 
of Legacy Awards honoring local 
trailblazers who have made lasting 
contributions to Glen Cove and the 

FEB

21

Harlem Globetrotters
Don’t miss out on the action 
when the Globetrotters bring the 
team’s 100 Year Tour — the most 
legendary tour in Globetrotters 
history — to Nassau Coliseum. This 
centennial season is a once-in-a-
century celebration of 100 years of 
jaw-dropping “No Way!” moves, 
Wow!” moments and basketball 
thrills. From gravity-defying dunks 
to game-changing tricks, fans 
feel the history, the joy, and the 
fun that only the Globetrotters 
can deliver. For the first time, the 
team will also debut their new 100 
Year jerseys, honoring a century 
of global impact, as they face off 
against their longtime rivals, the 
Washington Generals. Fans can also 
expect all-new surprises like the 
Golden Basketball by Spalding®, 
epic pre-game Magic Pass 
experiences, and an unforgettable 
5th Quarter autograph session.

�•��Where: Nassau Coliseum, 
Uniondale

•��Time: 2 p.m.
•��Contact: ticketmaster.com

Art talk
Nassau County 
Museum of Art hosts 
Dee Shapiro, a New 
York–based artist, is 
known for her richly 

detailed paintings exploring 
geometry, architecture, and place. 
She discusses works from her City 
and Landscapes series featured in 
The Real, Surreal, and Photoreal 
exhibit, which capture the rhythm 
and structure of urban and natural 
environments.. $20, $15 seniors, 
$10 students (members free). 
Limited seating, register in advance.

�•��Where: 1 Museum Drive,
Roslyn Harbor 

•��Time: 3 p.m.
•��Contact: nassaumuseum.org or 

(516) 484-9337 

FEB

22
Winter Break 
Workshop: 
Backyard 
Birders
Planting Fields Park 
introduces young 

explorers to the remarkable 
birds that call Long Island home 
in the winter. Kids ages 6-12 
can explore native winter birds, 
including loons, barred owls, 
and turkey vultures. Engage in 
hands-on activities to learn about 
the special adaptations that help 
these birds survive the winter. 
Then head outdoors for a guided 
nature walk using interactive field 
guides to identify and count local 
bird species. End up at the Bird 
Sanctuary, where visitors become 
citizen scientists by collecting data 
for the Great Backyard Bird Count. 
$25 per child.

�•��Where: Check in at Education 
Center, 1395 Planting Fields 
Road, Oyster Bay

•��Time: 10 a.m.-noon
•��Contact: plantingfields.org or 

call (516) 922-9210 

FEB

16

Your 
Neighborhood CALENDAR

Wild days in the Bronx
Chazz Palminteri is back on the Paramount stage with his electrifying solo performance of “A Bronx 
Tale,” the autobiographical one-man show that launched his remarkable career. Raw, riveting and 
deeply personal, the play draws on Palminteri’s own bruising childhood in the Bronx, including the 
moment — at just nine-years-old — when he witnessed a gangland killing that would forever shape 
his view of the world. Onstage, Palminteri inhabits 18 vividly drawn characters, seamlessly shifting 

between friends, foes and family members to conjure an entire neighborhood with nothing but his voice, physicality 
and storytelling prowess. First written and performed in 1989, A Bronx Tale quickly became a sensation, hailed as 
one of the most sought-after stage properties since Rocky. The original production paved the way for the acclaimed 
film adaptation — directed by Robert De Niro — and later a hit Broadway musical. Born and raised in the Bronx, 
Palminteri stands firmly in the lineage of iconic Italian-American artists who redefined New York storytelling in 
the 1970s, including Martin Scorsese, De Niro, Al Pacino and Joe Pesci. Like 
them, he brings grit, muscle and an unflinching realism to his work, capturing 
both the violence and the humanity of life on those sidewalks. This return 
engagement offers audiences a chance to experience the original, powerhouse 
performance that started it all — up close, uncompromising and unforgettable.

FEB

22
�•��Where: The Paramount, 370 New 

York Ave., Huntington
•�Time: 7:30 p.m.
•��Contact: ticketmaster.com or 

paramountny.com

Camillia 
Festival
Planting Fields 
welcomes all to 
its annual winter 
festival. Experience 

the season’s most enchanting 
sight: over 200 camellia 
varieties in full bloom! Long 
celebrated for their elegance 
and color, these stunning flowers 
offer the perfect escape from 
the winter blues. This multi-
sensory festival spans both 
the Main House and Camellia 
Greenhouse, with something 
for every visitor. Talented poets 
craft personalized, one-of-
a-kind poems. View the Coe 
Family camellia plate display: 
Explore the historic dining room 
adorned with the family’s rare 
and exquisite camellia plates, 
a glimpse into the estate-era 
elegance, with curated tea 
tastings, workshops and more. 
Plus guided tours of the Camillia 
Greenhouse. Don’t miss this 
joyful celebration of winter’s 
most elegant bloom. Tickets 
required.

�•��Where: Main House and 
Camillia Greenhouse,  1395 
Planting Fields Road, Oyster 
Bay  

•��Time: Sessions from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. and 1-4 p.m.; also Feb. 15

•��Contact:
plantingfields.org or call 
(516) 922-9210 

FEB

14

Winter’s Heartbeat 
Explore Sands Point Preserve’s 
natural environment on a 
guided winter walk to explore 
the quiet but active life of the 
season. Look for animal tracks, 
signs of winter survival, and the 
subtle movements that reveal 
how wildlife stays active even 
in the coldest months. Bring 
your Valentine — whether 
that’s a partner, family member, 
friend, your four-legged walking 
companion, or simply yourself! 
Perfect for all ages, this walk 
offers a refreshing, engaging 
way to connect with nature and 
experience the hidden heartbeat 
of winter. Meet at Castle Gould’s 
Clock Tower. $15, $10 members; 
children $5, free for members.

�•��Where: 127 Middle Neck Road, 
Sands Point

•��Time: 10-11:30 a.m.
•��Contact: 

sandspointpreserveconservancy.
org or call (516) 571-7901 

Art explorations
Converse, collaborate and create 
with kids at Family Saturdays 
at Nassau County Museum of 
Art. Get inspired by the art and 

Hempstead 
House Tour
See the grand rooms 
inside the massive 
50,000-square-foot 
Tudor-style mansion 

at Sands Point Preserve, the 
former summer residence of 
Howard Gould (1912-1917) 
and later Daniel and Florence 
Guggenheim (1917-1930). For 
adults, but children 5+ are 
allowed. $10 per person.

�•��Where: 127 Middle Neck Road, 
Sands Point

•��Time: Noon-2 p.m.; also Mar 1
•��Contact: 

sandspointpreserveconservancy.
org or call (516) 571-7901

FEB

15

the ice, snow and winter woods 
— and transform their discoveries 
into curious, magical tales. 
Instructors guide participants to 
connect with the natural world 
and use it as inspiration to write 
original stories inspired by what 
they discover, create fantasy maps 
and more. $60 per child.

�•��Where: 127 Middle Neck Road, 
Sands Point

•��Time: 6-8 p.m.
•��Contact: 

sandspointpreserveconservancy.
org or call Tracy Strianese at 
(516) 570-2185

objects in the galleries and then 
join educators at the Manes 
Center to explore and discover 
different materials to create your 
own original artwork. Kids and 
adults connect while talking 
about and making art together. 
A new project is featured every 
week. $20 adult, $10 child. For 
ages 2-14. Registration required. 
$20, $10 child; members free.

�•��Where: 1 Museum Drive, 
Roslyn Harbor

•��Time: Noon-3 p.m.
•��Contact: nassaumuseum.org or 

(516) 484-9337 

surrounding community.

�•��Where: The Metropolitan 
Caterers, 3 Pratt Blvd.

•��Time: 6 p.m. cocktail hour; 
program begins at 7 p.m. 

•��Contact: iammysister.org or 
call (516) 528-4989
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PREMIUM EXHIBITORS

VISIT RICHNERLIVE.COM TO SEE FULL SPEAKER LINEUP AND AGENDA

WORKSHOP SPONSOR VIP EXHIBITORS

ADVOCACY PARTNERS

IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH

STEVE MADDEN
Steve Madden, Ltd.

BRANDON STEINER
CollectibleXchange,  The Steiner Agency

THE FIRST

OF 

ITS KIND 

ON LONG

ISLAND!

For sponsorships & information contact Amy at aamato@liherald.com or call 516.569.4000 x224

MARCH 3
2026

Crest Hollow Country Club
Woodbury

10:00AM - 5:00PM
or visit richnerlive.com/LIBS

To purchase tickets

Hear directly from Steve Madden and Brandon Steiner, celebrate the THRIVE Awards, and
witness the LIVE announcement of Bank of America’s 3 lucky $5,000 Business Grant

winners—all at the HERALD Long Island Business Summit.
A full day of networking, learning, and trade show exploration.

Limited seats. Register now.

THRIVE AWARDS
SPONSORS

Icons. Insights. Impact.

13
36

72
5
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It’s your turn to shine 
a spotlight on the 
companies you love. 
Vote for your favorite 
local businesses and 
organizations.  
Help us honor the 
very best!

VOTE FOR 
YOUR LOCAL 
FAVORITES!

vote
JAN 22 - FEB 22

TAKE PART 
FROM ANYWHERE, 

ONLINE!

OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. To vote and be eligible for the 
�������������� �������������������������������������������������������������������� complete 

��������������������LICHOICEAWARDS.COM

SCAN NOW!

YOU COULD 
WIN $500 
LICHOICEAWARDS.COM

1332730 



LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT  
COUNTY OF NASSAU
HSBC Bank USA, N.A.,  
as trustee for the  
registered holders of  
the Renaissance Home  
Equity Loan Asset- 
Backed Certificates,  
Series 2004-4, Plaintiff
AGAINST
John Kerry Webber, Jr.;  
et al., Defendant(s) 
Pursuant to a Judgment  
of Foreclosure and Sale  
duly entered October  
31, 2024, I, the  
undersigned Referee,  
will sell at public  
auction at the North  
Side Steps of the  
Nassau County  
Supreme Court at 100  
Supreme Court Drive,  
Mineola, NY 11501 on  
March 9,2026 at  
2:00PM, premises  
known as 99 A Forest  
Avenue, Glen Cove, NY  
11542.  All that certain  
plot piece or parcel of  
land, situate, lying and  
being in the City of  
Glen Cove, County of  
Nassau and State of 

New York, Section 30  
Block D-00 Lot 86.   
Approximate amount  
of judgment  
$668,600.09 plus  
interest and costs.   
Premises will be sold  
subject to provisions of  
filed Judgment Index#  
004249/2015. The  
auction will be  
conducted pursuant to  
the COVID-19 Policies  
Concerning Public  
Auctions of Foreclosed  
Property established by  
the 10th Judicial  
District. Foreclosure  
Auctions will be held  
“Rain or Shine.”
Rita Solomon, Esq.,  
Referee
LOGS Legal Group LLP  
f/k/a Shapiro, DiCaro &  
Barak, LLC
Attorney(s) for the  
Plaintiff
175 Mile Crossing  
Boulevard
Rochester, New York  
14624
(877) 430-4792
Dated: December 29,  
2025
158263

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF  
CONNECTICUT
SUPERIOR COURT
JUVENILE MATTERS
Notice to: Lamont  
Andy, father of female  
child born on  
2/19/2014 to K. Moore  
in Hartford, CT, of parts  
unknown.
A petition has been  
filed seeking:
Commitment of minor  
child(ren) of the above  
named or vesting of  
custody and care of  
said child(ren) of the  
above named in a  
lawful, private or public  
agency or a suitable  
and worthy person.
The petition, whereby  
the court’s decision can  
affect your parental  
rights, if any, regarding  
minor child(ren) will be  
heard on: 3/19/2026 at  
2:15 p.m. at 20  
Franklin Sq. 3rd Floor,  
New Britain CT 06051.
Hearing on an Order of  
Temporary Custody will  
be heard on: 2/13/2026  
at 11:00 a.m. at 20  
Franklin Sq. 3rd Floor,  

New Britain CT 06051.
Therefore, ORDERED,  
that notice of the  
hearing of this petition  
be given by publishing  
this Order of Notice  
once, immediately  
upon receipt, in the:  
Glen Cove Herald  
Gazette, a newspaper  
having a circulation in  
the town/city of: Glen  
Cove, NY.
Judge: Hon. Eric  
Daniels
Date signed: 2/5/2026
Right to counsel: Upon  
proof of inability to pay  
for a lawyer, the court  
will make sure that an  
attorney is provided to  
you by the Chief Public  
Defender.  Request for  
an attorney should be  
made immediately in  
person, by mail, or by  
fax at the court office  
where your hearing is  
to be held.
158385

Public Notices
LGLE1
0212

Place A Notice Call 516-569-4000 x232

PUBLIC AND
LEGAL NOTICES…

To place a notice here  
call us us at  

516-569-4000 x232 
or send an email to:

legalnotices@liherald.com  
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By JULIA CAPITELLI
jcapitelli@liherald.com 

The Sea Cliff community packed the 
village’s General Store on Sunday for 
live music and hot chocolate, despite the 
cold weather. Local band LovePeace per-
formed as well as Frank & Friends.

When Laura and Ralph Bonelli 
bought the property and opened the 
General Store, they chose to preserve its 
bar and stage. Both had been parts of 
Woodpecker Hall, the private event 
space that previously occupied the 
building. 

“We really wanted to keep the integ-
rity of the place,” Laura said. “and just 
allow the community to be able to come 
in.”

The General Store opened in Novem-
ber and offers gifts and toys for children 
along with other merchandise like 
leather bound books. The Bonellis uti-
lize the preexisting features, hosting 
musicians on the stage and keeping 
locally source kombucha and Sylvester’s 
cold brew on tap at the bar.

Laura described herself and her hus-
band as being “very community driv-
en.” They moved to Sea Cliff roughly 
three years ago and have two children in 
the North Shore School District. 

“We want to give back,” Laura said. 
“and we want people to have a place to 
go, and that’s why we incorporate things 
for children. And even just to have peo-
ple come and sing on stage, we think is 
great. They can do poetry. There’s so 
much opportunity there.”

Roughly 40 people attended Sunday’s 
performance, according to Laura, and 
she and Ralph provided complementary 

hot chocolate. Local musician Frank 
Ferrara performed with both groups 
and was joined on stage briefly by his 
three-year-old granddaughter. 

Musicians Leanne Luce and Katha-
rine Colgan both performed after hia-
tuses, and it was Luce’s first time play-
ing guitar and singing. 

“A lot of really wonderful things hap-
pened,” Ferrara said. “People are more 

aware of the store, which hasn’t been 
around that long. The place was abso-
lutely packed.”

When the store opened, Ferrara 
helped the Bonellis get the sound sys-
tem operational again. He also intro-
duced them to Mark Sobel, village trust-
ee and Sea Cliff Arts Council producer 
at large, so they could get a permit to 
host live music. Ferrara said meeting 

the couple for the first time was “a won-
derful interaction.”

The General Store has joined places 
like Still Partners and the arts council 
as live music venues in the village. 

“I think that’s what’s special about 
Sea Cliff,” Ferrara said. “is that there’s 
both this wonderful, supportive audi-
ence and people willing to provide ven-
ues for this to happen.”

Courtesy Laura Bonelli

Frank Ferrara, Eddie Matthews, Lori Spielberger Klein, Marsha Silverman, Stephanie Sobol, Stephen Gronda.

Live music finds another home in Sea Cliff

General Store owners 
Laura, right, and 
Ralph Bonelli kept the 
building’s stage to 
host musicians.

Photos courtesy Alan Klein

Frank Ferrara, left, also played alongside Eddie Matthews and Katharine Colgan.
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TO PLACE
AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5

13
36

82
7

TO 

ADVERTISE 

ON THIS PAGE

PLEASE CALL 
516-569-4000

 ext. 286

OR EMAIL 
 ereynolds@liherald.com

$35,360

$17.00

(Salary is $17.00 per hour)

BOGO
40% OFF

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase

ENDS 3/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

516-540-5944
1331031

13
27

86
1

REAL & CULTURED STONES 

MauraMasons@gmail.com 
Lic / Ins Nass# 201208, Suff# H-46100

516-456-7300 

MAURA MASON 
Brick Paver Specialist

1309947

BEST PRICES 
AROUND! 

SPECIALIZING IN

DRIVEWAYS
 SIDEWALKS 

PATIOS • STOOPS & MORE

FREE 
ESTIMATES 

Senior Discount Available 

1320950

• Tree Removal 
• Stumps 
• Fertilization 
• Planting 
• Land Clearing
• Topping

FRANCISCO’S 
TREE SERVICE
& lANdSCApINg

FREE ESTIMATES   Lic# H206773000

Office: 516-546-4971
Cell: 516-852-5415

13
17

81
4

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 516-973-5901 to 

schedule your free quote!

13
20

22
9

1332247

We Buy Antiques, Coins, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

12
86

67
9

1286679 NYPA ST LAWRENCE HC 2X2.indd   1 1/10/25   3:42 PM

1333554

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

CALL NOW
1.516.540.6059
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change and vary 
by dealer. Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Expires 3/31/26.  

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE
Fixtures and 
FREE
Shower Door 

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

13
34

31
6

1328459
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OPINIONS
Preparing future leaders by listening today

O ver the past year, school dis-
tricts across the state have 
seen a shift in the way stu-
dents are represented in 

school governance. As of July 1, 2025, 
Boards of Education are required to 
include a student board member at pub-
lic meetings. This change marked a cru-
cial step forward in recognizing that 
students deserve a voice in conversa-
tions that shape their educa-
tional experience. 

While this requirement 
was new for many districts, 
in Glen Cove, student voices 
in board discussions were 
already part of our practice. 
For several years before the 
law was passed, our school 
board included a student 
member at public meetings, 
reflecting a shared belief 
that students bring perspec-
tives adults alone cannot 
provide. Their experiences 
as learners and members of the school 
community help ground board discus-
sions in the realities of student life. 

The state law formalized this 
approach and removed the need for a 
local referendum to establish a student 
board member position. Under the law, 
each district includes at least one ex 
officio, non-voting student member who 
participates in public board meetings. 
Student board members do not vote, 
and do not attend executive sessions. 
Their role is to observe, listen and con-
tribute to open discussions when appro-

priate, offering insight into how poli-
cies and decisions may be experienced 
by students. 

As districts have worked to imple-
ment the new requirement, guidance 
from the New York State School Boards 
Association has helped shape best prac-
tices. One recommendation encourages 
districts to include student board mem-
bers in board policy committee meet-

ings, where much of the 
detailed discussion and 
review of district policies 
occurs. This reflects an 
understanding that student 
voices can be especially valu-
able during the policy-devel-
opment process. 

In Glen Cove we have 
taken this guidance to heart. 
Our student board member 
is invited to attend policy 
committee meetings and 
observe the work that goes 
into shaping district poli-

cies. This step allows students to better 
understand how policies are developed, 
revised and aligned with district values, 
while creating additional opportunities 
for student perspectives to inform con-
versations that directly impact school 
life. 

Student board membership is not 
intended to place students in situations 
they are unprepared for, nor does it 
shift adult responsibility onto young 
people. Rather, it creates a thoughtful 
opportunity for inclusion by allowing 
students to learn how governance 

works, observe decision-making in 
action and share their perspectives in a 
supportive and respectful setting. 

In Glen Cove we view student board 
membership as an area of continued 
growth. While our student board mem-
bers have participated in meetings for 
several years, we recognize that mean-
ingful student engagement in gover-
nance requires ongoing reflection. We 
are working to expand 
opportunities for student 
voices by thinking carefully 
about how students are pre-
pared for leadership roles, 
how they are supported 
throughout their service, 
and how adult leaders 
respond to and learn from 
student input. 

This work challenges us 
to listen more closely. Stu-
dents often notice aspects of 
school life that adults may 
overlook. Their observations 
can raise important questions and help 
clarify how decisions made at the board 
table are experienced in classrooms, 
hallways and extracurricular spaces. At 
the same time, participation in board 
and policy meetings offers students an 
authentic civic learning experience. 
They gain firsthand exposure to public 
service, collaboration and the complexi-
ty of decision-making in a democratic 
system. 

Including students in governance 
aligns closely with what we strive to 
teach in our schools. We want students 

to develop critical thinking skills, civic 
awareness and a sense of responsibility 
to their community. When students are 
invited into these conversations, they 
see that leadership is built through lis-
tening, dialogue and shared responsi-
bility. They learn that their voices mat-
ter, and that respectful participation 
can contribute to positive change. 

At its heart, the inclusion of student 
board members is about 
belonging. It sends a clear 
message that students are 
valued members of the 
school community whose 
perspectives deserve consid-
eration. Their presence 
helps keep our work focused 
on what matters most, and 
strengthens the connection 
between decision-making 
and student experience. 

Our goal isn’t simply com-
pliance with a mandate, but 
the continued development 

of a culture that values student voices 
as part of thoughtful and responsive 
leadership. By expanding opportunities 
for student input with care and open-
ness, we believe our schools will be bet-
ter positioned to serve today’s students 
while preparing them to be engaged and 
informed citizens tomorrow.

Dr. Alexa Doeschner is superintendent 
of the Glen Cove City School District. 
Andrew DiNapoli is the district’s assis-
tant superintendent for Human 
Resources.

ALEXA  
DOESCHNER

ANDREW  
DiNAPOLI

Keep driverless cars off Long Island roads

Gov. Kathy Hochul recently 
announced that the state 
plans to test driverless for-
hire cars outside New York 

City. I’m a Long Island resident, and the 
idea of robot cars 
on our streets is 
scary. As a trans-
portation profes-
sional with over 
25 years of expe-
rience on the 
roadways of our 
communities, I 
know how 
extraordinarily 
unsafe a plan like 
this would make 
us.

On Long 
Island, our cars are how life happens. 
Parents, kids, commuters and seniors 
are on the road every day, often navigat-
ing heavy traffic, construction and 
unpredictable weather. Spend five min-
utes on the Long Island Expressway at 

rush hour, or near a busy school zone at 
the beginning or end of a school day, 
and it becomes clear why safety cannot 
be left to unproven tech-
nology.

And let’s be honest 
about what’s really going 
on here. The goal for these 
tech companies is New 
York City. Testing driver-
less cars just outside the 
city line is a sneaky way to 
move closer to that goal 
without facing the com-
plexity, scrutiny and oppo-
sition that would come 
with starting in the city 
itself. In the meantime, Long Island is 
expected to carry the risks as the test-
ing ground.

Safety is where this proposal really 
starts to fall apart. Driverless cars have 
already stalled in traffic, blocked emer-
gency vehicles, sped past school buses 
loading children and failed to handle 
basic roadway situations in other parts 

of the country. When you complicate 
that track record with a February snow-
storm or a rainy evening rush hour 

here, the risks become 
obvious.

And these risks aren’t 
just on paper — driverless 
cars are already hurting 
people. Reuters reported 
three weeks ago that a 
Waymo self-driving car hit 
a child during morning 
school drop-off near an ele-
mentary school in Califor-
nia. Federal regulators 
were investigating the inci-
dent, which raised serious 

questions about whether this technolo-
gy can safely operate around children, 
parents and busy school zones. It should 
give every Long Island family pause. 

The pressure behind the proposal to 
deploy more driverless cars is coming 
from powerful technology companies 
and executives like Elon Musk, who are 
focused on expanding their platforms 

and opening new markets. Their priori-
ties are driven by growth and investors’ 
demands, not by the realities of Long 
Island roads or the safety concerns of 
the families who live here.

Long Islanders tend to be practical. 
We care about safety, accountability and 
systems that work. Decisions that affect 
our roads and neighborhoods should 
reflect those values, not treat our com-
munities as a steppingstone to some-
where else.

Governor Hochul should listen to the 
people who live and work here and 
understand these roads firsthand. Long 
Island should not be asked to bear 
unfair risks so that technology compa-
nies can inch closer to New York City.

Transportation policy should put 
safety first. For Long Island, that means 
protecting our roads, our workers and 
the people who rely on them every day. 
We’re nobody’s guinea pigs.

Tom Gouldsbury is president of the Long 
Island Limousine Association.

T he safety 
of so 

many drivers 
cannot be left 
to unproven 
technology.

TOM  
GOULDSBURY



HERALD EDITORIAL
Black History is Long Island history

E very February, Black History 
Month arrives with familiar 
names and stories. We rightly 
honor the Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Harriet 
Tubman and other giants whose courage 
reshaped the nation. Their legacies 
deserve remembrance.

But for many people on Long Island, 
those stories might feel distant — hero-
ic, yes, but abstract, having unfolded 
somewhere else, in another place at 
another time.

What often goes missing is the under-
standing that Black history did not only 
happen on the National Mall or in 
Southern courtrooms. It happened here. 
It happened in the neighborhoods we 
walk every day, in the schools our chil-
dren attend, in churches tucked onto 
residential blocks, and in town halls 
where decisions quietly shaped who 
could live where, who could teach, who 
could lead and who could serve.

On Long Island, Black residents con-
fronted segregated housing patterns 
long after the law said discrimination 
was over. Veterans returned home from 
fighting for democracy abroad only to 
find out that it did not fully extend to 
them in their own communities. Black 
educators pushed open doors in school 
districts where they were once excluded 
from classrooms except as students. 
Black churches became organizing cen-
ters, social safety nets and sources of 
political power when other institutions 
shut their doors. 

King spoke at Rockville Centre’s 
South Side Junior High School — now 

South Side Middle School — on March 
26, 1968, just nine days before he was 
assassinated in Memphis. In his 
remarks, he spoke of poverty and injus-
tice, and urged unity. People like Ros-
lyn’s Hazel Dukes, who served as presi-
dent of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People from 
1990 to 1992, made it their life’s work to 
combat pervasive housing discrimina-
tion in many of our communities. 

These are not footnotes to history. 
They are history.

Local athletes who broke color barri-
ers on high school fields, teachers who 
became the first Black faces in faculty 
rooms, small-business owners who built 
livelihoods despite limited access to 
credit, and community leaders who 
advocated for basic services all helped 
shape what our communities look like 
today. Their contributions did not 
always come with applause or recogni-
tion. Many are remembered only by 
those who lived through the changes, if 
they are remembered at all.

That absence matters. When history 
is presented only as something that hap-
pened “somewhere else,” it becomes eas-
ier to disconnect from it. It becomes 
symbolic rather than instructive.

But when Black history is grounded 
in familiar places — the elementary 
school you attended, the block where 
you grew up, the library or park you 
pass without a second thought — it 
becomes harder to ignore and easier to 
understand.

It also forces uncomfortable but nec-
essary questions. Why do some figures 

receive plaques and street names while 
others fade from memory? Why are cer-
tain struggles celebrated as defining 
moments, while local battles for fairness 
are overlooked? And what does it say 
about us if we fail to acknowledge the 
people who made our own communities 
more just, more open and more repre-
sentative?

Black History Month should be an 
invitation to look closer, not just farther 
away. It should prompt school districts to 
examine whose stories are included in 
local curriculums. It should challenge 
libraries, historical societies and news 
organizations to document and elevate 
the experiences of Black residents who 
helped build these communities. It 
should encourage towns, villages and 
neighborhoods to ask whether public rec-
ognition truly reflects their full history.

This is not about diminishing nation-
al heroes. It is about completing the pic-
ture. National change is always the sum 
of local actions, people showing up to 
meetings, organizing neighbors, mentor-
ing students, opening businesses and 
insisting on dignity in places where they 
were told to wait their turn.

For Black history to matter, it cannot 
live only in textbooks or documentaries. 
It must live where people live.

On Long Island, Black history did not 
unfold at a distance. It unfolded on our 
blocks, in our schools and in our town 
halls. Remembering that truth honors 
the past, helps us understand the pres-
ent and reminds us that the next chapter 
of history is still being written, right 
here.

FRAMEWORK by Tim Baker

Watching the big game at Craftu Kitchen & Tap House — Wantagh
Get weekly news, events, and 
alerts straight to your inbox. 
Sign up for our e-newsletter 
scan this QR code. 

Stay in the Know
Don’t MiSS a Beat.

to develop critical thinking skills, civic 
awareness and a sense of responsibility 
to their community. When students are 
invited into these conversations, they 
see that leadership is built through lis-
tening, dialogue and shared responsi-
bility. They learn that their voices mat-
ter, and that respectful participation 
can contribute to positive change. 

At its heart, the inclusion of student 
board members is about 
belonging. It sends a clear 
message that students are 
valued members of the 
school community whose 
perspectives deserve consid-
eration. Their presence 
helps keep our work focused 
on what matters most, and 
strengthens the connection 
between decision-making 
and student experience. 

Our goal isn’t simply com-
pliance with a mandate, but 
the continued development 

of a culture that values student voices 
as part of thoughtful and responsive 
leadership. By expanding opportunities 
for student input with care and open-
ness, we believe our schools will be bet-
ter positioned to serve today’s students 
while preparing them to be engaged and 
informed citizens tomorrow.

Dr. Alexa Doeschner is superintendent 
of the Glen Cove City School District. 
Andrew DiNapoli is the district’s assis-
tant superintendent for Human 
Resources.
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T he raging debate over Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement’s 
policies and practices has poten-
tial long-term consequences for 

the nation that transcend the political 
partisanship of the moment. Let me say 
up front that I support ICE, and believe 
it serves an important national purpose. 
I also believe that constructive changes 

can be made in 
those policies and 
practices that will 
not undermine 
the agency’s 
underlying mis-
sion to enforce 
America’s immi-
gration laws. 

As a grandson 
of immigrants, I 
strongly support 
legal immigration, 
which I believe is 
the lifeblood of 
our nation and has 

made us unique in the world. I emphasize 
“legal” because, especially in today’s 
world of drug cartels and violent gangs, 
it is vital that we know who it is we are 
inviting to live among us. There is also 
the reality that a country without bor-
ders isn’t really a country. 

It is generally accepted that the 
Biden administration allowed at least 10 
million immigrants to enter the country 
illegally. If only 1 percent of that num-

ber were bad actors, it would mean that 
at least 100,000 potential drug dealers, 
sex traffickers and gang members are 
loose on our streets. 

Some historical perspective: Presi-
dent Obama determined that 5 million 
undocumented immigrants 
in the country constituted 
a crisis, and during his 
administration more than 
3 million were deported. 
Not only was there little or 
no media hysteria about 
Obama’s reliance on ICE, 
but it was actually hailed. 
CNN, which now runs anti-
ICE stories almost 24/7, 
not only supported ICE, 
but had a reporter accom-
pany ICE agents on raids 
as they broke into homes 
in a sanctuary city at night to appre-
hend undocumented immigrants.

While ICE remains an essential com-
ponent of immigration enforcement, 
raids no longer need to be as extensive. 
President Trump’s strict border-enforce-
ment policies have brought illegal immi-
gration to the lowest levels in decades. It 
is virtually nonexistent. 

While the law must be enforced, how-
ever, there is always room for reason-
able discretion. There is no longer the 
need for dragnet-style raids. The time 
has come for a more surgical strategy, 
focusing almost entirely on criminal ele-

ments. Trump’s designation of border 
czar Tom Homan to oversee ICE opera-
tions in Minneapolis is a major step in 
that direction.

In dealing with Minneapolis, howev-
er, it must be noted that almost no other 

city where ICE is operating 
has seen these kinds of dis-
turbances, primarily 
because other elected lead-
ers, and local and state law 
enforcement, cooperate 
with ICE. At a minimum, 
that means keeping dem-
onstrators from getting in 
the faces of ICE agents or 
interfering with their oper-
ations. 

Also, Minneapolis, and-
Minnesota, must agree to 
honor ICE detainers and 

turn over undocumented criminals in 
their prisons and jails before their 
release. This minimizes the possibility 
of fatal interactions. (It is slanderous 
and irresponsible for officials and crit-
ics to describe ICE agents as “murder-
ers.” While investigations are ongoing, 
the reasonable interpretation of the 
multitude of videos we’ve all seen is 
that, at worst, there were heat-of-the-
moment reactions to unexpected inci-
dents.) 

Various “reforms” of ICE are being 
suggested, and I’m sure a number of 
them, such as the use of body cameras, 

will be accepted and implemented. But I 
would strongly oppose any requirement 
that ICE agents remove their masks. 
Despite the hysterics of Minnesota Gov. 
Tim Walz and others who shamelessly 
label ICE agents “Nazis” and “Gestapo,” 
wearing masks has become absolutely 
essential for them. There are well-orga-
nized, systematic efforts to identify and 
“dox” ICE agents and their families. In 
cases of their alleged improper actions, 
they can be identified for investigation 
by numbers on their uniforms.

Now that the border is secure, we 
should make reasonable immigration 
reforms. Those who are undocumented, 
but were brought to our country as chil-
dren and have lived here for a specified 
period of time without incident, should 
have a path to citizenship. There should 
be no attempts to track down undocu-
mented people who are living here with-
out bothering anyone. They should be 
urged to register and, after a certain 
period, be allowed to apply for residency. 

It is to everyone’s benefit, and soci-
ety’s gain, for people to be brought out 
from the shadows. With proper leader-
ship and cooperation, we could be 
approaching a reasoned resolution of 
this divisive crisis.

Peter King is a former congressman, and 
a former chair of the House Committee 
on Homeland Security. Comments? 
pking@ liherald.com.

ICE remains 
an essential 

component, but 
raids no longer 
need to be as 
extensive.

OPINIONS
There are better ways to resolve the immigration crisis

PETER  
KING

Thirty days of the good, the bad and the ugly

T he year 2025 was a dizzying one 
for all Americans. So many 
things happened in Washington 
that it would take about 50 pages 

of the Herald to walk readers through 
every one. Rather than take on that proj-
ect, I prefer to write about January, and 

how we were 
impacted by the 
news of the 
month. I declare 
January the 
month of the 
good, the bad and 
the ugly.

Of the good 
things that hap-
pened, I’ll focus 
on the Cinderella 
story of Indiana 
University foot-
ball quarterback 
Fernando Men-

doza. Every time I think about him and 
his accomplishments, I can’t help but 
smile. If you love an example of perfec-
tion, Mendoza is exactly that. 

It starts with his decision to enroll at 
Indiana, which was roundly criticized 
by all of his supporters. Why would you 
go to a school that has never won a 
national championship? But Mendoza 
defied the taunts and joined that much-
maligned Hoosiers team. 

Then, with smarts and determina-
tion, he guided the team to a 16-0 season 
and a national championship. He won 
the coveted Heisman Trophy and 
charmed all of America 
with his mature and 
impressive interviews. His 
displays of love for his 
wheelchair-bound mother 
were touching and memo-
rable. 

So the Mendoza story 
tops the good. The decision 
to send thousands of ICE 
and border-patrol agents to 
Minneapolis definitely 
tops January’s bad news. 
The Trump administra-
tion’s actions were poorly 
handled by Kristi Noem, the secretary 
of homeland security. Her instant label-
ing of Alex Pretti, the second Minneso-
tan shot by ICE agents, as a “domestic 
terrorist” was a reckless reaction to the 
death of a U.S. citizen with no criminal 
record. 

The idea of drowning a major Ameri-
can city with thousands of law enforce-
ment agents never made sense to begin 
with. Ask any respected police official 
about how the situation in Minneapolis 
was handled and he or she will tell you 
that the vast majority of the officers 
sent there were not trained to handle 

crowds of protesters. The 600 members 
of the Minneapolis police force, who 
handled the George Floyd demonstra-
tions, were the best people to deal with 

such a crisis, but they were 
bypassed.

The White House staff, 
headed by close Trump 
adviser Stephen Miller, 
bungled every stage of the 
Pretti shooting, and 
poured more gasoline on 
the fire by labeling him an 
“assassin.” Miller and 
Noem were the wrong peo-
ple to juggle a political cri-
sis, and every step they 
took proved it. President 
Trump, who ordered the 

mass invasion into Minneapolis, was 
eventually forced to say he wanted to 
“de-escalate” the situation, but he’s 
stuck with the optics of a horrible 
event.

There are so many things I could 
classify as ugly, but one stands out, 
because it has largely escaped public 
attention. A few weeks ago, a group of 
federal employees in Philadelphia were 
captured on local television removing 
historical materials relating to the his-
tory of slavery. This on top of media 
reports that the administration is tak-
ing a number of measures to eliminate 

any references to slavery in numerous 
federal facilities.

The attempts to erase this sad chap-
ter of American history are part of the 
run-up to the July Fourth observation 
of the nation’s 250th anniversary. 
Apparently, some people in the White 
House have decided that we must reflect 
only on the happy things that have hap-
pened during the past 250 years, but 
slavery is part of our history, and it 
can’t be wiped away. There are people 
who promote the idea that the Holocaust 
never happened, which is why we 
observe International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day each year.

It’s hard to predict what the next 11 
months are going to be like in our 
nation’s capital. There’s new evidence 
every day of our bitter partisan divide. 
The president’s postings on social media 
are often inflammatory. The tone that 
dominates the daily news is depressing. 
I wish there were a little more happy 
talk in our political world, but that, as 
Shakespeare said, is devoutly to be 
wished.

Jerry Kremer was a state assemblyman 
for 23 years, and chaired the Assembly’s 
Ways and Means Committee for 12 years. 
He currently chairs the Capitol Insight 
Group, a government relations firm. 
Comments? jkremer@liherald.com.

F rom 
Fernando 

Mendoza to Alex 
Pretti to federal 
buildings in 
Philadelphia.

JERRY  
KREMER
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SERVICE ABOVE & BEYOND

Daniel Birnbaum | Real Estate Salesperson | c.917.432.8945

Silver Circle of Achievement | Instagram: @nineboroughs

329 Glen Cove Avenue, Sea Cliff, NY | danielbirnbaum@danielgale.com

Visit Online: danielbirnbaum.sothebysrealty.com Some images have been enhanced with ai. Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

danielgale.com

Daniel Birnbaum Awarded 
Silver Circle of Achievement 
for Continuous Extraordinary 
Production and Professional 
Standards

“Thank you to my clients and colleagues on the Gold 

Coast and beyond for another great year. Please contact 

me anytime for real estate services including residential 

or commercial sales or leases.”

c.917.432.8945 | danielbirnbaum@danielgale.com

It’s been a busy start to 2026. 
Here are some opportunities I 
have available: 

16 Old Field Woods Road, Setauket is an all-inclusive, 

waterfront, luxury, 6-bedroom, 5-bath home available for 

rent at $16,000 per month. 9 Harrison Avenue, Unit #2,  

Glen Cove is a beautifully updated 3-bedroom, 1.5-bath 

apartment for rent at $3,200 per month. 

Commercial opportunities include Izzy Rose, a profitable 

bar for sale in Brooklyn. 

Locally, a retail space on 320 Sea Cliff Ave, Sea Cliff is 

available for lease and units are available for sale at 1 & 3 

School Street, Glen Cove. 
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