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GLEN COVE

Remembering
Mr. Trav

Roksana Amid/Herald photos

Assemblyman Charles Lavine, left, organized the Nov. 13 vigil at the Glen Street Long Island Rail
Road station, where ICE arrests took place early this year. Angel Reyes Rivas, right, spoke about
immigrant families living in fear. Beside him was his daughter, Zoe, 6.

Glen St. vigil pans ICE raids

By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

When Angel Reyes Rivas approached the
microphone at the Glen Street Long Island
Rail Road station last week, he barely got a
few sentences out before his voice cracked.
The 35-year-old Glen Cove resident — known
to many as “the phone repair guy” — wiped
away tears as he looked over the crowd of
neighbors, faith leaders and advocates gath-
ered under the station lights.

Rivas has lived in Glen Cove since he was
a teenager. He came to the city from Peru to
reunite with his mother and brother, and
enrolled at Glen Cove High School “I came
to Glen Cove High School started as an ESL
student, level one,” he recalled. “It took me a

couple years, but I always fell in love with
the language. And that’s also why I became
an English major.”

Rivas’s life here, however, has been
shaped by the precariousness of immigra-
tion status. He arrived with a visa at age 15,
and later overstayed it. For years, he said, he
had “no sort of notion of what it means to be
undocumented” — until the system crashed
into his family. His mother, who had missed
court dates for traffic tickets out of fear of
being deported, was ultimately arrested,
detained at the Nassau County jail and sent
back to Peru. Angel was 18, a junior in high
school, when it happened.

“That was the first big thing that opened
my eyes to the system,” he said. Forced to
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G.C. Special Ed
PTA plans a
restart in 2026

By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

For the first time in seven
years, the Glen Cove School Dis-
trict has reinstated its Special
Education Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation, marking a significant
shift in parent advocacy and spe-
cial education engagement in
the community. The revival
became official on Oct. 16, fol-
lowing months of
behind-the-scenes
organizing led by
Glen Cove parent
and educator
Marisa Damiano,
who will serve as
SEPTA’s new presi-
dent. For Damiano,
the return of the

These
enhancements

reflect our
commitment to
research-based

no,” Damiano recalled. “I’'m the
type of person that I don’t take
no very lightly.”

SEPTA, she learned, had been
dismantled seven years earlier
because no one was willing to
run it. Attempts to re-establish it
were delayed by PTA rules
requiring a multi-year waiting
period before a dissolved unit
could return. Parents of chil-
dren with disabilities continued
asking for its
revival, but with
no leadership step-
ping forward, the
district remained
without the sup-
port group.

Damiano began
reaching out to col-
leagues and PTA

association was instruction. contacts until, by
not only overdue — chance, a teacher
it was personal. friend connected

Damiano, a sec- ALEXI_'\ DOESCHNER her with Kate
ond-grade teacher Superintendent Kelly, an associate

at E.M. Baker

School, in Great Neck, and the
mother of four children in the
Glen Cove district, said she
began asking questions when
her youngest child, Nicholas,
who is autistic, and has atten-
tion deficit disorder and speech
and language needs, entered
Deasy Elementary School last
year as a first-grader. “I asked, is
there a SEPTA? And they said

of Nassau Region
PTAs, who specializes in helping
districts launch or restore spe-
cial education PTA units.
“Everything was aligned,”
Damiano said. “I was meant to
bring it back.”

As she navigated the rein-
statement process, she also
began raising concerns with dis-
trict administrators about how

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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NEWS BRIEFS
Christmas tree donation needed

Drivers needed for senior program

A volunteer-run transportation pro-
gram that has been a lifeline for Glen
Cove’s senior and disabled residents
for nearly five decades is now facing a
serious shortage of drivers — and its
future may depend on new volunteers
stepping forward.

Founded in the late 1970s as Glen
Cove Rotary Rides, the free service
helps those without reliable transpor-
tation get to and from medical appoint-
ments. It serves residents in Glen Cove,
Sea Cliff, Glen Head, Glenwood Land-
ing, Locust Valley, and parts of Old
Brookville, providing door-to-door
rides Monday through Friday from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Riders are picked up
from their homes, taken to their
appointments, and brought back home
or to the Glen Cove Senior Center
afterward.

The program is coordinated by
Phyllis Burnett, who has managed dis-
patch and scheduling since 2012. It
currently provides transportation for
roughly a dozen residents each week,
many of whom rely on it regularly.
However, a decline in volunteer driv-
ers has made it difficult to meet grow-
ing demand.

“We’re looking for people who can
just give a few hours a week,” Burnett
said. “Even one more driver would

make a difference.”

s *natural clay not for take home
» 11:00am, 1:00pm & 3:00pm:
STORYTELLING & HISTORY

10:00am-4:00pm, ongoing:
HANDS-ON HISTORY ACTIVITIES:
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Dugout Canoe Making « Spear-throwing

.:; i Special Displays:
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« Medicinal & wild edible plants

§ CAMPFIRE COOKING & DEMONSTRATIONS

NAT,\IVE AMERICAN
[FALLSFESTIVALY ¢

- 10:00am-3:30pm, every 1/2 hour:
EXPERIENCE NATURAL CLAY & MAKE POTTERY

V.
la '\ with Chief Redfeather of the Montaukett Tribe

,\_]_ « Wood & Stone-working tools « Clothing & adornments

The service, which uses a decom-
missioned Chevrolet Crown Victoria
police vehicle, operates on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday morn-
ings, traveling as far as Northern Bou-
levard for appointments. Riders are
asked to schedule their trips at least a
week in advance, but with limited vol-
unteer availability, securing a ride has
become increasingly challenging.

Volunteers can choose which day or
days they are available, and no special
qualifications are required beyond a
valid driver’s license and the ability to
pass a background check. Drivers are
asked to transport clients to appoint-
ments and provide a phone number
where they can be reached for pickup
afterward.

“This program has been part of our
community for decades,” Burnett said.
“It’s a small commitment, but it makes
a huge difference in people’s lives.”

Those interested in volunteering or
seeking more information can call
(516) 676-2846 or visit the Glen Cove
Senior Center, located at 130 Glen
Street, Glen Cove, where applications
are available.

Without new volunteers, a service
that so many depend on could soon
struggle to operate.

—Roksana Amid
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The City of Glen Cove is once again
calling on residents to help bring the
holiday spirit to life downtown by
donating a locally grown tree for the
city’s Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony.
The festive tradition, hosted in Village
Square, has long been a symbol of com-
munity pride and togetherness, draw-
ing hundreds of families each year to
share in the glow of the season.

The celebration will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 6, with the tree lighting
scheduled for 4:45 p.m. as part of the
Downtown Business Improvement Dis-
trict’s Holiday Festival, which runs
from 1:30 to 5 p.m. The event will trans-
form the heart of downtown Glen Cove
into a winter wonderland, complete
with free horse and carriage rides,
photos with Santa, live music, and a
hot cocoa bar.

For many residents, the lighting of
the city’s tree marks the official start
of the holiday season. City officials are
now seeking a family or property
owner willing to donate a tree that will
serve as the centerpiece of the celebra-
tion. The chosen tree will stand in the
middle of Village Square throughout
the holidays, welcoming visitors and
spreading cheer to everyone who pass-
es by.

“Each year, we look for a beautiful,
healthy tree grown right here in our

community to represent Glen Cove’s
spirit during the holidays,” said a rep-
resentative from the Mayor’s Office.
“It’s a wonderful way for local families
to take part in a tradition that brings
so much joy to our city.”

Families interested in donating a
tree are encouraged to reach out to the
Mayor’s Office for more information or
to submit their tree for consideration
by calling 516-676-2004 or emailing
Roni.Jenkins@glencoveny.gov or
sgtripp@glencoveny.gov. Submissions
may also be mailed or delivered to 100
Village Square, Glen Cove, NY 11542.
The selected tree will serve as the shin-
ing centerpiece of this year’s holiday
festivities — a living reminder of Glen
Cove’s community spirit and the magic
of the season. Officials are seeking a
wekk rounded tree between 25 to 35
feet tall. The tree should be located on
private property within about 15 to 20
feet of driveway or roadway to allow
for easy removal and must be free of
overhead wires or major obstructions.
Property owners must provide written
permission for the city to remove the
tree. The Department of Public Works
will oversee professional removal and

transportation at no cost to the donor.

—Roksana Amid
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The Glen Cove High School Nassau County championship baseball team.

‘Mr. Trav,” a mentor who shaped generations

By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

The Glen Cove community is mourn-
ing the loss of Salvatore R. “Mr. Trav”
Travatello, a cherished educator, coach
and mentor whose influence spanned
more than six decades. Travatello, 91,
died in his sleep on Oct. 25 after what
his family described as a brief illness.
The outpouring of support at his servic-
es reflected the lasting impact he made
on generations of students, athletes,
colleagues and neighbors.

“The Glen Cove community came out
in full support to show their love for
Dad. It was just so heartwarming,” his
daughter, Lisa Travatello, said of the
funeral, held on Monday, Oct. 27. The
crowd, she said, included former play-
ers, former students, colleagues and
families who felt shaped by his guid-
ance, humor and unmistakable raspy
voice — the result of decades of throat
surgeries that became an endearing
trademark.

Born in the Bronx in 1934 and raised
in Harlem before moving to Queens,
Travatello graduated from Bryant High
School in 1952. After one year of col-
lege, he entered the U.S. Army and
served for two years at Fort Benning in
Alabama during the Korean conflict. In
1956, he entered Long Island University
on a four-year scholarship, quickly
earning a reputation as a standout bas-
ketball player known as the “backcourt
general” for his shooting expertise. He
later earned a master’s in guidance
from Columbia University and a dis-
trict administrator’s certificate from
LIU.

Travatello began student teaching in
the Glen Cove School District in 1960,
launching a 31-year career that would
define his life — and the lives of many
others. He served as a phys ed teacher,
driver’s ed instructor, baseball, basket-
ball and bowling coach, and ultimately
the district coordinator of physical
activity and athletics. He retired in 1991
but continued to substitute teach and

Photos courtesy Lisa Travetello
Travatello, 91, died in his sleep on Oct.
25 after what his family described as a
brief illness.

proctor exams, refusing to fully step
away from the students he loved.

His passion for athletics was lifelong:
he coached Glen Cove’s 1975 Nassau
County Championship baseball team,
earning Coach of the Year honors from
the Daily News and the New York State
Coaches Association. He was inducted
into the Glen Cove Hall of Fame in 2003.

Colleagues describe him as a natural
mentor whose priority was always the
well-being of students. Joseph Polizzi,
who worked alongside him beginning in
the 1970s, recalled Travatello as a sup-
portive, steady presence who guided
teachers and coaches as much as he
guided teens.

“He was always very supportive, and
he looked out for the well-being of the
kids,” Polizzi said. Even when substitut-
ing after retirement, Travatello “didn’t
just stand up there — he tried to do
something constructive with the kids.”

Travatello began student teaching in the Glen Cove School District in 1960, launching
a 31-year career that would define his life — and the lives of many others

Polizzi was also part of a close-knit
foursome of colleagues who played bas-
ketball, golfed and traveled together for
decades. Their friendship endured until
Travatello’s later years, when dementia
made it harder for him to recognize old
companions. “He wasn’t Sal anymore,”
Polizzi said, recalling the sadness of
watching a once-vibrant friend decline.
Still, memories of laughter, travel and
golf — where he was nicknamed
“Pitchin’ Putt Sal” for his consistency
around the greens — remain vivid.

To his children, he was equally influ-
ential. Lisa and her brother Bob

described a father who was endlessly
encouraging, deeply involved in their
activities, and a mentor not just to them
but to their friends — many of whom he
taught to drive. His signature advice,
passed down through generations, was:
“You can’t get up with the eagles and fly
with the owls,” a reminder to stay disci-
plined and balanced.

Mayor Pamela Panzenbeck, once his
driver’s ed student, remembered the fun
— and the confidence — he instilled.
“Everybody loved being in the car with
Mr. Trav,” she said. “He was a great
teacher ... fun, decent, a great guy.”

w
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The Joy of Living

Let us take a moment to remember that joy
itself is a primary purpose of living.

“This is the true joy in life, the being used
for a purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty
one; the being thoroughly worn out before you
are thrown on the scrap heap; the being a force
of nature instead of a feverish selfish little clod
of ailments and grievances complaining that
the world will not devote itself to making you

happy.”
— George Bernard Shaw

“Well, your greatest joy definitely comes
from doing something for another, especially
when it was done with no thought of something
in return.”

— John Wooden

“Worry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow, it
only saps today of its joy.”
— Leo Buscaglia

“A sense of humor...is needed armor. Joy in

one’s heart and some laughter on one’s lips is a
sign that the person down deep has a pretty good
grasp of life.”

— Hugh Sidey

“There are those who give with joy, and that
joy is their reward.”
— Kahlil Gibran

“The three factors that seem to have the
greatest influence on increasing our happiness
are our ability to reframe our situation more
positively, our ability to experience gratitude,
and our choice to be kind and generous.”

— Dalai Lama

“Things won are done, joy’s soul lies in the
doing”
— William Shakespeare

“As selfishness and complaint pervert the
mind, so love with its joy clears and sharpens
the vision.”

— Helen Keller
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CRIME WATCH

ARRESTS

H A 31-year-old Wyandanch man was ar-
rested on Nov. 17 for aggravated harass-
ment, bribing a witness and criminal
contempt on Bridge Street.

m A 29-year-old Glen Cove man was ar-
rested on Nov. 12 for criminal contempt
in Village Square.

H A 30-year-old Glen Cove man was
arrested on Nov. 8 for DWI, drinking al-
cohol in a motor vehicle and unsafe lane
change on Continental Place.

m A 55-year-old Glen Cove man was ar-
rested on Nov. 8 for petit larceny on Glen
Street.

W A 42-year-old Wyandanch man was
arrested on Nov. 8 for two counts of
criminal

contempt and criminal obstruction of
breathing on Putnam Avenue.

W A 34-year-old Glen Head man was ar-
rested on Nov. 7 for trespassing on Glen
Cove Avenue.

H A 29-year-old Glen Cove man was ar-
rested on Nov. 6 for a warrant for crimi-

nal possession of a controlled substance
on Knott Drive.

m A 60-year-old Glen Cove man was
arrested on Nov. 5 for eight counts of
possession of a gambling device, un-
licensed bottle club, unlicensed ware-
house (liquor storage) and manufacture
and sale of an alcoholic beverage with-
out a license on Forest Avenue.

H A 59-year-old Glen Cove woman was
arrested on Nov. 4 for two counts of
assault, menacing, criminal possession
of a weapon and criminal mischief on
Circle Drive.

B A 56-year-old Flushing man was
arrested on Nov. 4 for grand larceny, un-
lawful possession of personal ID, crimi-
nal possession of stolen property and
four counts of possession of a forged
instrument on Glen Head Road.

| A 20-year-old Glen Cove man was
arrested on Nov. 2 for multiple arrest
warrants including criminal possession
of a controlled substance , driving while
intoxicated, aggravated driving while
intoxicated, aggravated unlicensed op-
eration of a notor vehicle and speeding
on Glen Street.

People named in Crime Watch items as having been arrested and charged with violations or crimes are
only suspected of committing those acts of which they are accused. They are all presumed to be innocent
of those charges until and unless found guilty in a court of law.

NEWS BRIEF
Hispanic chamber to host turkey give away.

The North Shore Hispanic Chamber, in
collaboration with the North Shore High
School Key Club, is bringing its Annual
Thanksgiving Drive & Give Away this
Sunday at North Shore High School. The
event, which runs from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
offers people the chance to give back to
their community and to families in need.

Anyone looking to donate is encour-

aged to bring perishable goods such as
rice and canned goods, as well as essential
sanitary products like diapers. People are
also encouraged to donate frozen turkeys
to help ensure that everyone can celebrate
this Thanksgiving.

For more information on the chamber
and the work they do, visit their website
at NSHChamber.org

Let us Know

News Brief items including awards, honors, promotions and other tidbits about local residents
are welcome. Photographs may be emailed as well. Deadline for submissions is noon
Thursday, week prior to publication. Send to execeditor@liherald.com
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New effort to help special-needs students

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

special education curriculum was meet-
ing — or failing to meet — the needs of
students. She said she noticed that chil-
dren in special education classes were
being taught the same reading and writ-
ing programs as general education stu-
dents. “If he’s in this restrictive environ-
ment, his program should be tailored to
his needs,” Damiano said. “We’re not dif-
ferentiating instruction if we’re giving
them the same program.”

After she spoke at a Board of Educa-
tion meeting last spring, the district
adopted a specialized program for special
education students, and provided her son
with one-to-one reading instruction
before school. “I don’t know if it had a lot
to do with the fact that I did speak up at a
board meeting,” she said, “but they knew
this parent is advocating, and she’s not
going away.”

District Superintendent Dr. Alexa Doe-
schner said that Glen Cove has been
realigning its literacy practices over the
past three years to follow the science of
reading, adding new reading intervention
programs and a dedicated high school
reading class. “These enhancements
reflect our commitment to research-based
instruction,” Doeschner said, noting that
special education accounts for about 20
percent of the district’s total budget. She
added that the district “was pleased to
participate throughout the process” of
bringing SEPTA back, and looked for-

Courtesy Marisa Damiano

SEPTA’s new president, Marisa Damiano, far left, First Vice President Maria Ruffini,
Second V.P. Claudia Napolitano, Superintendent Alexa Doeschner, Treasurer Luz
Hurtado, Recording Secretary Luz Maria Simmons and Malena Ballon Hoefling.

ward to collaborating with families to
strengthen programming this year.

For many parents, the return of
SEPTA is more than organizational — it’s
emotional. The association’s treasurer,
Luz Hurtado, who joined the effort after
seeing a post on Facebook by Damiano,
said she, too, had been trying to figure
out how to resurrect the organization
before the two women connected. “We
both really wanted to bring this back,”
Hurtado said. “We just happened to meet
each other through Facebook . . . and
then we took it from there.”

110 WALT WHITMAN ROAD, HUNTINGTON STATION, NY, 11746. 631.549.7401 © 2025 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. ALL MATERIAL PRESENTED HEREIN IS
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Hurtado, whose 10-year-old son,
James, is at Connolly Elementary
School, said that navigating services has
long been overwhelming for many fami-
lies. James was diagnosed with autism at
age 2, and today he receives occupational
therapy, school-based speech services and
home-based behavior intervention four
times a week.

Still, Hurtado said, she and other par-
ents often struggle to understand their
children’s rights and options. “There’s a
lot of information that most of us par-
ents don’t have,” she said. “We have over

100 paid members already, which shows
how much this was needed.”

Both Damiano and Hurtado said that
many families — especially immigrant
parents or those with limited English
proficiency — feel unprepared during the
Individualized Education Program pro-
cess and uncertain about what accommo-
dations or supports they can request. One
of SEPTA’s first long-term goals will be
hosting informational workshops on top-
ics such as “Understanding Your IEP,” led
by Nassau Region PTA representatives in
the spring.

Beyond advocacy, Damiano hopes
SEPTA will help fund practical tools to
support students emotionally and aca-
demically, including sensory rooms in
every school, sensory bins in every class-
room, adaptive physical education pro-
gramming and expanded extended-
school-year hours for students. She also
wants SEPTA to foster a sense of commu-
nity through events and parent support
groups.

“Everybody just wants to be heard,”
she said. “I’m not just advocating for my
son — I'm advocating for all the students
in the district.”

While the SEPTA board is still com-
pleting required training and paperwork
before scheduling its first official meeting
— likely in mid-January — both leaders
say the momentum is already strong.
“We're very excited,” Hurtado said. “This
is going to help so many families.”
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" Dazzling display returns to Eisenhower Park

By JORDAN VALLONE

jvallone@liherald.com

The LuminoCity Festival, a popular hol-
iday lights extravaganza, is back at Nassau
County’s Eisenhower Park this winter
with an all-new theme and attractions.

This year’s theme, “Fantasy Winter
Fairyland,” transforms 14 acres of the
park into one of the largest immersive
walk-through light festivals in the country,
featuring dazzling light displays, towering
sculptures, and countless photo opportuni-
ties.

“Each time we return to this remark-
able venue is yet another opportunity to
deliver on a promise we renew annually —
to create indelible holiday memories for
each and every one of our guests,” Xiaoyi
Chen, founder and chief executive of
LuminoCity said. “We are proud to part-
ner with Nassau County once more to
present this showcase event, and are
beyond thrilled that it has become a tradi-
tion for so many in the community. Long
Island is our home, and there is no place
like home for the holidays.”

Among this year’s attractions are a izt . 10, 0 TS ; 1. il e e N :
spectacular 50-foot “Castle in the Sky” — Tim Baker/Herald Photos
one of the tallest light sculptures in North The LuminoCity Festival is back in Eisenhower Park this fall and winter, featuring a dazzling lantern and light display — perfect
America — a four-story Christmas tree, for the holiday season.
and millions of LED lights, enough to
blanket the Brooklyn Bridge. The festival
will also feature winning submissions
from the annual Lumi’s Utopia children’s
art initiative, now in its fifth year. In part-
nership with the Long Island Children’s
Museum, the program transforms kids’
hand-drawn creations into illuminated 3D
sculptures.

“I am proud to welcome LuminoCity’s
Holiday Lights Festival back to Nassau
County’s Eisenhower Park for the 2025
winter season,” said Nassau County Exec-
utive Bruce Blakeman. “Each year, this
spectacular attraction draws tens of thou-
sands of visitors from across Long Island
and beyond, boosting our local economy
and showcasing Nassau County as a pre-
mier destination for family-friendly
events. Whether you're a lifelong resident
or visiting for the first time, I invite every-
one to come experience the magic of
LuminoCity right here in Eisenhower
Park.”
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The Eisenhower Park event remains / ' .f '
LuminoCity’s longest-running signature . ' AR et _
festival. Since its debut in 2022, more than The Ianterr] display featurt'as' the artwork 5 rf/i‘ R =
160,000 guests have attended. of local children. Kemal Yigiter, 7, from

For more information, visit LuminoCi- Dix Hills, in front of his drawing of County Executive Bruce Blakeman joined elected officials and community leaders to
tyFestival.com. Marshmallow’ — all lit up. cut the ribbon, opening the festival on Nov. 7 in the park.
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"Herald honors environmental leadership
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By ABBEY-ROSE SALVEMINI

asalvemini@liherald.com

Across Long Island, a growing num-
ber of businesses are leading the
charge toward a cleaner, more sustain-
able future. From small family-owned
shops to large companies embracing
environmentally conscious practices,
local enterprises are proving that envi-
ronmental responsibility and economic
success can go hand in hand. These
efforts not only help reduce the
region’s carbon footprint but also
strengthen the local economy by inspir-
ing innovation and creating green jobs.

Nearly 30 local businesses gathered
at the Heritage Club in Bethpage for an
event hosted by the Herald, celebrating
sustainability and community impact
on Oct. 29

The ceremony began with welcom-
ing remarks from Stuart Richner, CEO
of Richner Communications, who
emphasized the importance of recog-
nizing businesses that prioritize sus-
tainability and help shape a greener
future for Long Island.

“It is a pleasure to welcome you to
the inaugural GreenBiz Awards, where
we come together to celebrate the busi-
nesses and individuals who are leading
the charge for a more sustainable
future, right here on Long Island,” he
said. “Tonight, we honor those who are
driving real change. Reducing waste,
conserving energy and protecting the
natural beauty that makes Long Island
such a special place to live, work and
raise our families.”

The evening’s emcee, Jill Conway, is
a former New York television news
reporter and anchor with more than 20
years of experience. She is the founder
of Powerful Women USA and host of
the award-winning podcast Secrets of
Powerful Women, and helped facilitate
the event’s program.

Part of the event’s ticket proceeds
support Save the Sound, an organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting Long
Island and Connecticut’s land, air and
water through science, legal action and
community initiatives.

Honoree Christine Kiourtsis, presi-
dent of Renewable Recycling, Inc., was
recognized in the Recycling category
for her innovative work in textile and
material recovery. Inspired by the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy in 2012,
she began recycling discarded mat-
tresses and box springs, discovering
that up to 90 percent of their materials
can be reused. Through Renewable
Recycling, Kiourtsis helps keep waste
out of landfills, reduce transport costs
and save taxpayer money.

“It’s really important to utilize tax
money in a better way than putting it
in the dump,” Kiourtsis said.

Marshall Brown, president and co-
founder of Long Island Conservancy
Spadefood Ecosystem Solutions, was
honored in the Environmental Innova-
tion category. Brown helped create a
film called A River Between Us that led
to the largest environmental restora-
tion project in U.S. history. His upcom-

Sl

The team from Reworld.

ing project focuses on implementing
water treatment solutions for areas
with wastewater or surface water.

“We grow microbes on site, strains
of common soil bacteria, but with spe-
cial properties like what they eat in the
absence of oxygen,” Brown said. “We
take a sewage treatment plant, the
microbes get to work, and half of the
sludge, at least, gets eaten away.”
Brown believes that the return on
investment is a couple of months.

President/LEED AP of Merritt Envi-
ronmental Consulting Corp., Chuck
Merritt, was recognized in the Environ-
mental Consulting category.

“On Long Island, we all drink the
groundwater underneath our feet. So,
we all have a responsibility to protect
that natural resource,” said Merritt,
who added that MECC is involved with
a large developer in Mastic who is look-
ing to redevelop land about a half a
mile long.

In the Waste Solutions category,
Reworld is recognized for providing
innovative and environmentally
responsible waste management servic-
es to communities worldwide. Repre-
sentative Ed Sandkuhi said that
Reworld is expanding its engagement
with local schools, teaching students
about composting.

“We raise dead vegetable gardens
and use the compost to grow vegetables
and not use fertilizers that are highly
water soluble,” Sandkuhi said, adding
how rewarding it is to see the chil-
dren’s enthusiasm.

Carrie Meek Gallagher, CEO of the
Long Island Power Authority and a
honoree in the Utilities category, notes
that Long Island is particularly vulner-

Chuck Merritt from Merritt Environmental
Consulting

able to the effects of severe weather
and climate change. “We are still try-
ing to promote the adoption of solar,
electric vehicles and heat pumps that
are going to help us move towards a
clean energy future,” she says, empha-
sizing LIPA’s ongoing commitment to
supporting sustainable solutions for
the region.

Paraco Gas was honored in the Utili-
ties category. Representative Dan
Scicutella said that propane is a very

Iden Leeds/Herald photos
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clean-burning fuel. For areas on the
East end that don’t have access to natu-
ral gas, propane is a substitute.

“We’re looking to expand and grow
on the East End, companies from Route
112 and further East,” he said, noting
that the company remains committed
to environmental stewardship and
community involvement.

Recognized in the Engineering cate-
gory, M&J Engineering is a multi-disci-
plinary engineering firm that provides
a wide range of professional services.

“As an engineer, we’re at the fore-
front of a lot of research studies,” M&J
Representative Mohammad Malik said.
“It’s our job to do what’s right for soci-
ety and develop new ways to reduce
carbon emissions,” Malik notes that
M&J is involved in coastal resilience
projects and highlights a Patchogue
initiative that promotes green infra-
structure.

The Herald GreenBIZ Awards cata-
lyze environmental stewardship and
sustainable business practices. The
event highlights and honors forward-
thinking businesses and educators
committed to eco-friendly practices,
proving that sustainable operations
can thrive alongside financial success.

Gold sponsors of the event include
The Long Island Conservancy, Reworld
and Scott’s Miracle-Gro. Silver spon-
sors include the New York Offshore
Wind Alliance, GreyMart, M&J Engi-
neering, R&M Engineering, Stony
Brook University, Edgewise Energy,
GreenbergTraurig, Emtec, Merritt,
Paraco, and Molloy University.

View event photos on our website,
RichnerLive.com/greenbiz-awards/
photos/
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Marlon Taylor from New York & Atlantic- ; Carrie Meek Gallagher from the Long
Railway. Island Power Authority.
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Rising anxiety over immigration raids

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

support himself and his 13-year-old brother, Rivas left
school, later earning his high-school equivalency
diploma and a math degree from Nassau Community
College. When the federal Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals program, or DACA, was created in 2012,
he finally gained work authorization. He worked in a
supermarket meat department, then at AT&T, where
he was promoted to store manager and district manag-
er, and later at Geico.

Alongside those jobs, he threw himself into orga-
nizing, working with LatinoJustice on a lawsuit
involving Suffolk County police, coordinating a work-
er center with the Rural & Migrant Ministry on the
East End, and helping push for the Farmworker Labor
Relations Act, which in 2019 gave farmworkers in New
York the right to unionize and earn a weekly day off.
Most recently, he helped lead national DACA defense
advocacy in advance of a Supreme Court case.

Now Rivas runs a small tech-repair business in
Glen Cove and lives in a mixed-status household. As a
DACA recipient, he knows he, too, could be targeted. “I
only have DACA, so I could be targeted by ICE, because
a lot of DACA recipients have been targeted around
the nation,” he said.

That personal history is what brought him to the
vigil at the Glen Street station on Nov. 13, where rough-
ly 200 people gathered to denounce recent immigration
raids and show solidarity with immigrant residents.

A vigil against fear

The event, organized by Assemblyman Charles
Lavine, featured clergy from several faiths and volun-
teers from the North Shore Rapid Response Network,
which monitors immigration enforcement activity on
the North Shore.

Lavine told the crowd that the gathering was an
effort to stand together against the “dehumanizing
immigration policies of the Trump administration”
and to show support for families in the community
who have been affected.

“I have seen firsthand the devastating impact that
these policies are having on our families and on inno-
cent people — people who are hardworking people,
mothers and fathers,” he said, “and we must stand
together to fight for justice. The mere fact that armed
and masked intruders have taken over our streets is
something that’s very frightening.”

The vigil took place at the same station where, in
June, four unidentified people were taken into custody
by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents.

“Fear is being used to divide neighbors, to dehu-
manize hardworking people and to justify policies that
target the vulnerable, and it’s not a new story,” the Rev.
Jesse Lebus, of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Sea
Cliff, said. Referring to a 1996 episode of “The Simp-
sons,” he described how immigrants in the show
become scapegoats for unrelated problems — satire
that he said has aged a little too well.

“The truth is that fear has always been good at con-
vincing people to stay in their corners, to build walls
and to decide who belongs and who doesn’t,” Lebus
said. But he noted the crowd of residents and religious
leaders “from traditions that once kept their distance”
now standing together.

The Rev. Roger Williams, of First Baptist Church in
Glen Cove, placed the current moment in the context
of earlier American injustices, recalling his grandfa-
ther’s stories of Black codes that allowed authorities
to arrest formerly enslaved Black men simply for
standing together on street corners. “Our immigrant
communities now are under siege because of what
they look like and who they are,” Williams said.

“Our God is not coming back for a nation with
secure borders,” Williams told the crowd. “God is com-
ing back for a people who believe in him and who have
been baptized in his love. And that’s what you’re show-
ing here today — love.” Offering a variation on words

Roksana Amid/Herald photo
Terence Price listened to the pleas of community lead-
ers who advocated for an end to ICE raids.

from the Declaration of Independence, he concluded,
“We hold these truths to be self-evident that every
immigrant in the world that comes to this nation is
created equal and are endowed by their creator with
certain unalienable rights. Let’s stand on that tonight.
Let’s make our voices known.”

‘People are afraid’

For Rivas, those rights feel distant for many of his
neighbors. Life in Glen Cove, he said, has grown more
fearful for immigrant families amid stepped-up
enforcement.

“People are not coming out,” he said. “People are
taking the taxi just to go do the things that would take
them five minutes. They don’t want to walk two blocks
to get a phone card, deposit some money downtown.
They don’t want to do that, and it’s difficult. People are
afraid.”

Rivas described seeing ICE agents outside La Placi-
ta, in Glen Cove, approaching people randomly
because they “looked Latino.” That, he said, contra-
dicts federal claims that enforcement is narrowly
focused. “When they say that they’re going after crimi-
nals and they’re going after people with records, that
it’s just targeted arrests for people with deportation
orders, that’s not true,” he said. “ICE is in our commu-
nity, going after people that look Latino, and that needs
to be said.”

Though speaking out is risky, Rivas said that
remaining silent would betray both his community
and the ideals he believes the United States was meant
to embody. “I believe that the only way to advance jus-
tice and to really accomplish an improvement of soci-
ety comes through the community speaking up,” he
said. “Even though I wasn’t born in the U.S., I still
think that the U.S. was (meant) to welcome people to
pursue happiness and a better life. I think it is part of
my responsibility as an immigrant to continue that
and to fight for that, which is, I believe, the essence of
America.”

Watching ICE — and helping families

Members of the North Shore Rapid Response Net-
work were scattered through the crowd. The volunteer
network mobilizes when ICE is reported in the area,
trying to document what happens and connect families
with help. Roger Street Friedman, of
Sea Cliff, a musician, a network volunteer and the
grandson of immigrants from Russia and Poland, told
the crowd that the immigration debate has left the
realm of reality and become driven by fear, myths and
political theater.

“We need to talk about what a rational solution
looks like, one that respects the rule of law, strength-
ens our economy and honors the dignity of the people
who are already part of the national fabric,” Friedman
said. “We are for a rational approach that starts with
this simple truth. We cannot deport our way out of
this problem, and we shouldn’t try.”

In an email to the Herald, Friedman said that the
network has likely responded to between 10 and 20 ICE
encounters in and around Glen Cove, though not all
resulted in arrests, and data is scarce. “ICE does not
provide any transparency on who’s been taken, or how
many people have been detained, or their status,” he
said. Volunteers, he added, have yet to see agents pro-
duce a warrant in any encounter they’ve witnessed.

When ICE is spotted, group members try to get to
the scene quickly to document what’s happening,
determine whether agents have legal authority to be
there, and, if someone is detained, get their name and
alert family members. The network also distributes
Know Your Rights information, connects families with
immigration attorneys and is building the capacity to
offer services like food delivery and walking children
to school for parents who are afraid to leave home.

In a statement to the Herald, Osman Canales, who
works with rapid response networks across Long
Island, described an incident in Glen Cove on Sept. 11
in which an immigrant walking to work was detained
in an ICE operation, despite having “no criminal back-
ground and no record, according to his family.” Volun-
teers saw him in the back of an ICE vehicle, noted his
name and address and notified his family.

“I am happy to report that the father messaged me
today to tell me he has been released and will be
returning home to his family,” Canales said, adding
that without the network’s intervention, “he could
have been improperly and unjustly deported.” Canales
said that another man, who was detained in a separate
encounter that day, and told agents his work authoriza-
tion was inside his home, is still being held in another
state while he fights his case.

City Hall response

Glen Cove Mayor Pamela Panzenbeck said she
didn’t know the vigil was taking place until she saw
photos online afterward. She said she speaks regularly
with the city Police Department about ICE activity in
the city.

“As far as we know, there has been no ICE activity
for the last couple of weeks,” Panzenbeck said. “We
believe it has quieted down at this point. But ICE is
just not arresting people because they’re Hispanics.
They’re being arrested for reasons. They are not just
coming and picking people up out of nowhere. They
are looking for specific people.”

Advocates at the vigil stressed that what happens on
Glen Cove’s streets is tied to larger systems. Online
reports show that under an agreement struck in Feb-
ruary between Nassau County and ICE, the county has
rented out 50 jail cells at the Nassau County Correc-
tional Center in East Meadow, where it held more than
2,100 ICE detainees between February and October.

Rivas told the crowd that he believes moments like
the Glen Street vigil matter. “I’'m in contact with fami-
lies that have been impacted, people that have been
detained without a criminal record,” he said,, “even
kids with special needs that need their dad.”



Five things to know about this new clinical trial at NYU Langone

By HERNESTO GALDAMEZ

hgaldamez@Iliherald.com

1 First-of-its-kind clinical trial begins at
NYU Langone.

NYU Langone Health recently performed
the first surgery in a groundbreaking clinical trial
testing a gene-edited pig kidney transplant—known
as the UKidney—in patients with end-stage renal
disease. The study aims to evaluate the safety and
effectiveness of this xenotransplantation procedure

as a potential alternative to human donor kidneys.

The UKidney has 10 genetic modifica-
tions.

The investigational kidney comes from a

pig with 10 gene edits designed to improve compati-
bility with humans. Six human genes were added to
help the body accept the organ, while four pig genes
were inactivated to reduce rejection risk and pre-

vent overgrowth.

3 The study could reshape transplant med-
icine.
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120 Village Sq 920 Old Country Rd
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mt NUMBERS

Led by Dr. Robert Montgomery, director of the
NYU Langone Transplant Institute, the trial—called
EXPAND—seeks to address the national organ
shortage crisis. More than 100,000 Americans are
currently waiting for kidney transplants, and thou-

sands die each year before receiving one.
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The trial will follow participants for life.
4 Patients in the study will be monitored for
24 weeks after their transplant and then fol-
lowed for the rest of their lives to track the UKid-
ney’s function and detect any infections. Safety and
efficacy results from the first six participants will
determine whether the trial expands to additional

centers.

A history of innovation at NYU Langone.
This marks the ninth xenotransplant sur-

gery performed by NYU Langone. Dr. Mont-

gomery previously led the world’s first gene-edited

pig-to-human organ transplant in 2021 and contin-

ues to pioneer research aimed at expanding the sup- A first-of-its-kind clinical trial began at NYU Langone.

Herald file photo

ply of viable organs for patients in need.
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THINGS TO KNOW LIPA’S PROPOSED 2026 BUDGET

Highlights of the utility’s spending plan for next year

By ANGELINA ZINGARIELLO

azingariello@liherald.com

The Long Island Power Authority has released its proposed 2026 budget, emphasizing affordability, grid reliability and clean-energy investment. The plan also
details stronger oversight of Public Service Enterprise Group Long Island under a renewed management contract, and continued cost-saving measures that aim to
lower bills for customers across Long Island and the Rockaways.

1

B The LIPA-PSEG relationship

LIPA is a nonprofit public utility that owns the
electric transmission and distribution system
serving Long Island and the Rockaways, and
PSEG Long Island operates that system under
contract. Since 2014, PSEG has handled daily grid
operations, maintenance and customer service on
LIPA’s behalf. The new five-year contract exten-
sion, effective Jan. 1, enhances oversight and
accountability while maintaining the operational
partnership.

The agreement reduces management fees by
an estimated $17 million and expands cost-control
requirements. It also increases the number of
measurable performance metrics, covering reli-
ability, customer experience and fiscal manage-
ment. LIPA officials say this framework ensures
that PSEG’s performance will better align with
affordability and clean energy goals through
greater transparency and operational discipline.
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2

B Core spending plan and bill savings

LIPA’s proposed 2026 operating budget totals
about $4.4 billion, alongside a $1 billion capital
plan supporting reliability, grid modernization
and clean-energy infrastructure. The typical resi-
dential customer is projected to see a 3.3 percent
decrease in their electric bill, roughly $6.53 less
per month than in 2025. This reduction reflects a
projected $219 million drop in power supply costs,
driven by lower on-Island generation, decreased
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative allowance
expenses and savings from the new Power and
Fuel Management Services Agreement.

The capital budget will rise roughly 3.1 per-
cent, mainly due to refueling costs tied to LIPA’s
18 percent ownership stake in the Nine Mile
Point 2 nuclear power plant. Despite inflation and
higher labor costs, LIPA projects flat overall oper-
ating expenses, while maintaining around $1 bil-
lion in annual reliability investments.

K]

B Long-term plan, and public hearings

LIPA’s long-term fiscal sustainability plan
aims to reduce its debt-to-asset ratio from a pro-
jected 78 percent in 2025 to 70 percent by 2030,
supporting stronger credit ratings and long-term
financial health. The 2026 budget reflects roughly
$1.4 billion in cumulative cost savings, equal to
about 33 percent of customer bills, the result of
over a decade of cost-control initiatives. The bud-
get also includes $7.5 million for weatherization
projects benefiting low- to moderate-income
households, helping to reduce energy usage and
improve affordability.

Public hearings will be held on Nov. 24, at 10
a.m., at the H. Lee Dennison Building in
Hauppauge; and the same day, at 6 p.m., at LIPA
headquarters in Uniondale, with a virtual option
available. Written comments are due by Nov. 28,
and the LIPA board of trustees will vote on the
final budget on Dec. 17.
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County legislators say ‘no’ to corporate tax hike

By JOSEPH D’ALESSANDRO

jdalessandro@liherald.com

Nassau County’s legislative leaders
have a message for Gov. Kathy Hochul
about New York City’s Mayor-Elect
Zohran Mamdani’s tax plan: this would
not be good for the state.

To oppose the Democratic-driven plan
to increase New York’s corporate tax rate,
the officials — all Republicans —formed
the new Long Island Coalition of Busi-
ness and Political Leaders, a collection of
elected officials and business organiza-
tions.

“This is bad for New York state, and we
are going to fight very hard against that,”
County Executive Bruce Blakeman said
on Nov. 17.

The mayor-elect’s plan is to increase to
the corporate tax rate in New York City,
bumping the top rate from 7.25 percent to
11.25 percent, aiming to support social
programs with money sourced from the
region’s highest earning businesses.

Blakeman bristled at the thought,
expressing concern that higher taxes will
drive out business, jobs and residents.

“We are on the border of New York
City,” he said, “many of our people com-
mute to the city to do business. What I'm
concerned about is the deleterious effect
that this will have on Nassau County and
the rest of the state.”

Blakeman alleged that tax increases
would be passed along to consumers and

Joseph D’Alessandro/Herald

Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman, center, led a group of other elected offi-
cials and business leaders to form the Long Island Coalition of Business and Political

Leader to oppose corporate tax increases.

has heard some business leaders threaten
to leave the city if taxes increase, which
in turn could be a financial burden to the
city’s middle class residents. He suggested
the state and city cut spending on undocu-
mented migrant programs as an alterna-
tive method to retain revenue.

“We don’t have a deficit in Nassau
County,” he said. “For the past four years,
we’ve had surpluses because we know
how to manage money in Nassau County,
and we’ve gotten seven bond upgrades,
but that’s one of the ways that we can
spend money on programs that benefit
our residents.”
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Sarafina Chitika, the spokesperson for
the Hochul campaign, disputed the Coun-
ty Executive’s assertions.

“Governor Hochul cut middle class
taxes while putting inflation refund
checks in New Yorkers’ pockets,” she
wrote in a statement. “Bruce Blakeman is
the number one fanboy for Trump’s tar-
iffs that are raising costs for families and
making everything more expensive for
small businesses — while the governor
remains laser-focused on lowering costs,
Blakeman'’s shilling for Donald Trump’s
tariff tax hikes.”

Meanwhile, Matt Cohen, president and

CEO of the Long Island Association,
called the tax proposal “a real problem.”

“It’s really incumbent upon us to push
back against this plan as much as possi-
ble,” he said. “We have an affordability
crisis in this country, but nowhere is it
more acute than here on Long Island. And
when you’re driving out businesses, when
you'’re driving out jobs, that’s going to
make it worse, not better.”

Frank Camarano, president of the
Nassau Council of Chambers of Com-
merce, highlighted the way New York
City policies affect neighboring counties
and businesses.

“Small businesses don’t have the
wherewithal to try and work around
this,” he said. “A strong New York City is
a strong Nassau. If New York City is
gonna propose things like this, it’s gonna
be like an everyday occurrence, trying to
work around it, and it’s going to be diffi-
cult.”

State Sens. Jack Martins, Patricia Can-
zoneri-Fitzpatrick and Steve Rhoads
joined the chorus of critics.

“This is dumb, plain and simple,” Mar-
tins said. “The fact that the governor is
even thinking about this is a disgrace. We
urge the governor to say no. We urge the
leaders in Albany to say no.”

The coalition supports a move towards
a 5 percent corporate tax rate, according
to Blakeman. The fiscal year for the state
will begin on April 1, and no business tax
policy changes have been confirmed.

ISLAND
HARVESTAMER.CA

Nourishing Long Island’s Future

\\l\

&7". .
COLLECTIGN CAMPAIGN

EVERY $35 SUPPORTS A HOLIDAY MEAL
FOR A FAMILY IN NEED.

For more information on ways to give,
visit www.islandharvest.org.

1325286
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Reach Local Shoppers

Using Their FSA Dollars!

If your business offers FSA-eligible
products or services - like eye care, dental,
chiropractic, physical therapy, or is a
pharmacy - now’s the time to advertise!

Local readers are looking to spend their FSA
funds before year-end, and our community
newspapers and websites put your business right
in front of them.

¢ Reach engaged local families
¢ Affordable print + digital packages

e Drive year-end sales before FSA funds expire

Call today!
R, 516-569-4000 ext. 250 or
X email: rglickman@liherald.com

HERALD

—COMMUNITY MEDIA—

Your Little Fans!

Snap a photo of your “Little Fan" in their
favorite football, hockey or any sports
gear or outfit and enter our Little Fans
Photo Contest!

Whether it's your petin a jersey or child
in their favorite team's colors, we want
to see how you get into the sport spirit!

Scan the QR code to submit your photo today
for a chance to win a pair of New York
Islanders tickets to a game this season and

be featured in your Long Island Herald.

Contest Ends 11/20/25

OBITUARY
Mark W. Dunham

Mark W. Dunham, 74, of Sea Cliff,
died on Oct. 13. Beloved husband of
Patricia; loving father of Christina
(Noah Barker) and Chelsea; proud
grandfather of Gavin. Also survived by

many loving friends. Mr. Dunham was a
lifelong hockey player and enjoyed play-
ing guitar. Arrangements entrusted to
Dodge-Thomas Funeral Home, Glen
Cove.

Annick Leballeur

Annick Leballeur, 87, formerly of
Glen Cove, died peacefully on Oct. 3.
Beloved wife of the late Jacques J. Leb-
alleur; devoted mother of the late Mary
Ann Williams; cherished grandmother
of Nicole Rhea (Jim), Kelly Pardue
(Nick), and Casey Williams; loving

great-grandmother of David, Lily and
Jack Rhea. Born in Cherbourg, France,
Annick loved cooking French meals,
spending summers with her grand-
daughters, and traveling to visit family
abroad. Arrangements entrusted to
Dodge-Thomas Funeral Home.

Elizabeth T. “Betty” Doxey

Elizabeth T. “Betty” Doxey, 92, of
Glen Cove, died on Oct. 10. Beloved wife
of the late Louis P. Sr.;; loving mother of

Pamela Ann Tashman (late Stewart),
Tina Marie

McCauley (Wally), Bridget E. Perillo

McCauley (Wally), Bridget E. Perillo
(Frank), and the late Louis P. Jr.; proud
grandmother of Brittany, Frankie Jr.
and Katelyn Holzkamp; great-grand-
mother of Elizabeth, Layla, Jace and
Aria; dear sister of Josephine LaCorte
Hughes and the late Anthony LaCorte.

Vincent P. Taylor

Vincent P. Taylor, 59, of Glen Cove,
died on Sept. 27. Loving husband of
Nereida; beloved father of Yolanda
(Keith), Joslynn and Jasmine; proud
grandfather of Keionna, Keith Jr. and

Also survived by many nieces, nephews,
great-nieces and great-nephews. Betty
was active at St. Rocco’s and St. Pat-
rick’s parishes, and worked as a school
aide helping children with disabilities.
Arrangements entrusted to Dodge-
Thomas Funeral Home.

Carter; adored great-grandfather of
Mila; dear brother of six. Also survived
by many loving nieces and nephews.
Arrangements entrusted to Dodge-
Thomas Funeral Home.

Obituary notices

Obituary notices, with or without photographs, can be submitted by individuals as well
as local funeral establishments. They should be typed and double-spaced.

The name of the individual or funeral establishment submitting the obituary should be

included. A contact phone number must be included. There is no charge for obituaries.
Send to: execeditor@liherald.com or 2 Endo Blvd., Garden City, NY 11530

GLEN COVE RENTAL

$1,850/mo

* 2 Car Garage with Small Office Space
* Ideal for Storage, Contractors

High-Oaks Realty
© 516-671-6522
516-782-2841

1324858




Set yourself to save mode.

With new Time-of-Day Rates, 3 PM to 7 PM is now “me time.” By doing chores that use a lot of electricity
before or after those hours on weekdays, you take advantage of the times when energy costs less to produce.
So, think laundry at 12 PM. Read a book or catch up on emails at 4 PM. Dishes at 8 PM. It’s all about timing your
savings and saving your time. Some of the appliances that use the most energy are shown below.

Air conditioner Clothes dryer Dishwasher EV charger

[m] s m]

Learn more. Scan the QR code
LONG
=11 or go to psegliny.com/timeofday. % pSEG ISLAND

For the complete terms and conditions, go to psegliny.com/timeofday/terms.

1324625
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VIEWFINDER® How to cook a turkey

Compiled by Herald staff

Kennedy Schoell
Age 4, Oceanside

Butter, salt and pepper, stuff it
with some stuffing, sprinkle it
with love, and put it in the oven
til it's done.

Photo courtesy Donna Kraus

L Landon Blinder
Grade 1, Massapequa

You have to catch the turkey, take the feathers off, season it

and cook it.

{ g
4

L Ace Ortiz

Isabel Culver -@
Age 7, Rockville Centre

| don’t know, | would put it in the
oven.

Alyssa R. Griffin/Herald

—

L Cosette Farr
Age 6, Lynbrook

Age 8, Inwood Get a turkey from the farm, put him in the oven. The oven
If I had to cook a turkey | would buy a turkey, put the season has to be hot and you cook it for 7 minutes and 8 seconds.
stuff on it and put it in the oven! Then it's turkey that we can eat.”

Photo courtesy Massapequa School District

WHEN YOU

@,

- MAKES A -

W AN'I' GREAT GIFT

THE BEST

YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

GET 8
Butcher's Deluxe Package GEEED FREE
4 Butcher's Cut Top Sirlcins {5 oz} SMASH
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) BURGERS
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz}
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoss (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 Crnaha Steaks Seasonin
8 FREE Omahsz

ORDER | OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2510 | 1.888.792.3598
NOW! | Ask for your FREE burgers with offar 797970RT

ow to Order

1319924

Photo courtesy Angela Ortiz Photo courtesy Lynbrook Public Schools

12 WORLD-CLASS WINES

PLUS BONUS GIFTS
ONLY 579

Our experts handpicked this highly acclaimed collection to pair perfectly with
your favorite dishes from Omaha Steaks. Uncork 12 bottles with bonus gifts
for just $79.99 (plus $19.99 shipping and tax) as your introduction to the
Omaha Steaks Wine Club — saving you $160.

Then, look forward to 12 new selections every three months and enjoy a $25
Omaha Steaks E-Reward Card with each future club case. You'll also save
10% on every 12+ bottle purchase and get

free shipping every time you order. Thera's OMAHA STEAKS® WI N E
no commitment to continue and every bottle

comes with our 100% guarantee. raweato nv | AITHWAITES

Order now at GetOSWine.com/Sip304
or call 1.516.973.7683 and mention code AGIF002

Savings off retall price. Offer subject to availability and club enrollment. Omaha Steaks Wing is operated independently
from Omaha Steaks, LLC. Ful tesms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by lzw
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A gallery view of the exhibition.

Carving out her place

The untold story of sculptor Emma Stebbins

By Abbey Salvemini

istory gets a powerful rewrite at the
H Heckscher Museum of Art’s latest exhibition.
“Emma Stebbins: Carving Out History” is
a landmark installation that spotlights a pioneering
neoclassical artist whose legacy has been long
overlooked. Known for sculpting Central Park’s iconic
Bethesda Fountain (immortalized in film and TV),
Stebbins — a trailblazing female artist — was the first
woman to receive a public art commission from New
York City. Yet despite her accomplishments, her name
has largely vanished from the art world's narrative.

Now Stebbins receives the recognition she has long
deserved. “Carving Out History” firmly reestablishes
her place at the forefront of 19th century American
sculpture. It explores Stebbins's bold artistic vision,
her barrier-breaking career and her personal life
— including her relationship with the renowned
Shakespearean actress Charlotte Cushman at a time
when such a relationship defied social norms.

Stebbins’ works focused on unprecedented
imagery of laborers, incisive depictions of literary and
biblical subjects and moving portrait busts of her
chosen family. Her sculpture was celebrated in the
press and sought after by collectors In the mid-19th
century. Since then, however, Stebbins fell into relative
obscurity.

Among the exhibit’s outstanding components, New
York City comes to Long Island — via an immersive
Virtual Reality experience. Visitors can “walk around”
Central Park’s iconic Bethesda Fountain, bringing
Stebbins’s most celebrated work to life in an entire
new way.

A special VR station gives everyone the illusion
that Bethesda Fountain is right in front of them in
Heckscher Park — through the use of their phones —
offering a striking, life-sized view of Stebbins’s most
iconic creation. Photos and selfies are encouraged!

For many, this will be their first time learning the
name behind the fountain — even if you've seen it
countless times in person and on screen.

The exhibit title — “Carving Out History” — reflects
both Stebbins's sculptural practice and the curatorial
team’s broader goal: to reclaim and reframe her place
in the American canon. This first-of-its-kind exhibit
— reshapes how we understand one of our most
groundbreaking — and overlooked — artists.

“The exhibition itself is carving out a place

NENEOUT

THE BAKERSPISANG GALLERIES
B -

Photos courtesy Heckscher Museum of Art

:V-“‘

'J 4 J for Stebbins’ story,” Chief Curator Karli
r "= Wurzelbacher says.

> The Heckscher's deep connection to the
. artist makes the venue especially significant.
* Now through March 15 Museum founder August Heckscher had
* Open Thursday through Y a family link to Stebbins — his uncle

Sunday, noon-5 p.m.
o Heckscher Museum of Art,
2 Prime Ave., Huntington
e Visit Heckscher.org or
call (631) 380-3230 for
information on related
programming
|

commissioned two of her major works,
Commerce and Industry, which have been

part of the museum’s collection for over a

century.

Stebbins wasn't just a woman succeeding
in a male-dominated field — she also lived
openly with her partner at a time when same-

sex relationships were taboo. Their partnership
was both romantic and deeply collaborative, and it
informed much of Stebbins’s work and worldview.

They were “the power couple of their

time,” according to Wurzelbacher.

Among the many highlights, Wurzelbacher
points to Sandolphon, which captures the depth
of Stebbins’s artistry. It depicts an archangel with
incredible detail rendered in marble. The sculpture draws inspiration from a poem by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow.

As Wurzelbacher explains: “The line ‘the angel gathers

Emma Stebbins’s marble statue The
Lotus-Eater (1863) purports to illustrate
Alfred Tennyson’s poem of the same
title, in turn derived from an episode
in the Odyssey of Homer. Museum
Purchase: Town of Huntington Art
Acquisition Fund.

the prayers where he stands, and they turn into flowers in his g :
hands' captures the heart of the work. She paints a vivid image :"“. ?
of the archangel holding a garland of flowers — each bloom % .E:'

symbolizing the prayers of the people.”

One of the most significant outcomes of her research into
Stebbins's career has been the “discovery” of sculptures whose
locations were previously unknown to scholars (one was found in
the hallway of the Belfast Central Library!). Two significant works,
The Lotus Eater (1863) and the aformentioned Sandalphon
(1866), had been in a private collection for decades before
being acquired by the museum. Both pieces underwent
extensive conservation efforts, including cleaning their
discolored marble surfaces and making careful repairs.

For curators and staff, this exhibition is not only a
professional milestone — it's personal.

"Even though we have a relatively small staff, we can still
contribute to writing the story of American art history and
bringing these overlooked figures to the public is something
we take very seriously,” Wurzelbacher shares.

Whether you're familiar with these sculptures or someone
encountering Stebbins for the first time, this exhibit invites you
to look again — at a familiar fountain, at forgotten stories and

Sandalphon (also known as
Angel of Prayer, 1866), like
Lotus Eater, has been in a
private collection and likely
have not been on public view in
more than 100 years. Museum
purchase: Town of Huntington

at the enduring power of carving out one’s place in history. Art Acquisition Fund.

BeauSoleil

For 50 years, two-time Grammy
winner BeauSoleil avec Michael
Doucet has been hailed as the best
Cajun band in the world. They've
been making some of the most
potent and popular Cajun music

on the planet. Born out of the rich
Acadian ancestry of its members, and
created and driven by bandleader
Michael Doucet’s spellbinding fiddle
playing and soulful vocals, BeauSoleil
is notorious for bringing even the
most staid audience to its feet. Their
distinctive sound derives from the
distilled spirits of New Orleans jazz,
blues rock, folk, swamp pop, Zydeco,
country and bluegrass, captivating
listeners from the Jazz and Heritage
Festival in New Orleans, to Carnegie
Hall, then all the way across the pond
to Richard Thompson's Meltdown
Festival in the U.K. They are joined
on this special tour by their good
friend Thompson. An iconic figure in
British folk-rock, Thompson — one
of the founding members of Fairport
Convention — is arguably the genre’s
greatest triple threat: a dazzling
guitarist, an outstanding songwriter,
and a strong and evocative vocalist.

Sunday, Nov. 23, 7 p.m. $75, $65, $55.
Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark
on Main Street, 232 Main St., Port
Washington. Tickets available at
landmarkonmainstreet.org or (516)
767-6444.

Adam Pascal

Get ready for a powerhouse night
with Broadway legend Adam
Pascal — the original voice of
Rent’s Roger (Broadway and film)
and one of musical theater's most
electrifying performers. With a
rock-and-roll edge and soul-stirring
vocals, Pascal commands the stage
in an unforgettable evening of
showstoppers, storytelling, and
pure star power. From “Rent” and
Aida” to “Chess,” “Chicago,”
“Something Ro'tten!” and beyond,
Adam brings the house down with
iconic hits, guitar licks and rock
tunes — all fueled by the raw passion
that made him a Broadway icon.

The Tony-nominated actor-musician
didn’t grow up with aspirations of
becoming a Broadway star. But when
his childhood friend Idina Menzel
asked if he would audition for an
off-Broadway musical called “Rent,”
he thought “Why not?” and the

rest is history. Pascal shares insights
into his personal journey with his
audience, bringing with him a wealth
of experience and plenty of personal
anecdotes.

Sunday, Nov. 23, 7 p.m. Tilles Center;
LIU Post campus, 720 Northern

Blvd., Brookuville. Tickets available at
ticketmaster.com or tillescenter.org or
(516) 299-3100.
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Little Learners:
NoV Woodland

Creatures
Planting Fields Little
Learners series
continues with an

animal adventure. Step into

the forest and meet the furry,
feathered, and sometimes hidden
animals that call it home! Begin
with an enchanting story that
introduces the world of woodland
creatures, followed by hands-on
creative activities. Then, head
outdoors to explore Planting
Fields, spotting real animals and
engaging in playful activities that
mimic their natural habits. For
ages 2-5. Registration required.
$15 per child.

e Where: Education Center, 1395
Planting Fields Road, Oyster Bay

e Time: 10-11 a.m.

e Contact: plantingfields.org or
call (516) 922-9210

On Exhibit

Nassau County

NOV
Museum of Art invites
visitors into a world
where reality is
uncertain, dreams take

shape and the line between fact
and imagination disappears. From
dreamlike landscapes and uncanny
portraits to images so exact they
look like photographs, works in
“Real, Surreal, and Photoreal”
challenge what we see and what
we believe. Before abstraction
took the spotlight in the mid-20th
century, American art was defined
by Realism as artists captured

the world as they saw it. This
exhibit explores how artists across
generations have reimagined “the
real” in strikingly different ways.
Works from both American and
European artists are featured, On
view through March 8.

e Where: 1 Museum Drive, Roslyn
Harbor

¢ Time: Ongoing

e Contact: nassaumuseum.org or
(516) 484-9337

Native American Fall
Festival

Join in the annual holiday
event. The popular longstanding
tradition honors the spirit and
traditions of Long Island's

early residents at Garvies Point
Museum and Preserve timed

to coincide with Thanksgiving.
Varied activities include tool
and pottery-making, spear-
throwing and the use of the
atlatl (a spear-throwing tool),
primitive fire building (without
matches!) and on-site campfire
cooking. Sample some authentic
native foods and learn about the
process of creating “dugout”
canoes. Also see displays of
artifacts from the museum
collection and an authentic
reproduction of a wigwam,
scavenger hunt, and more.

e Where: 50 Barry Drive,
Glen Cove

pec Mark Tremonti Sings Frank Sinatra ‘Christmas Special’

From redefining rock to reimagining Sinatra, Grammy-winning musician Mark Tremonti, backed by members

of Frank Sinatra’s original orchestra, brings his timeless swing and holiday spirit to the Paramount. The lights

go down. Familiar horns pipe up from a world-class orchestra as piano twinkles like the jackpot lights on a

winning slot machine. Then, the voice kicks in. It has all of the smoky splendor those first few notes hinted at,
but it aint O’ Blue Eyes. In a tailored suit with microphone in hand, it's Mark Tremonti. The multiplatinum musician sounds
just as at home paying homage to the catalog of Frank Sinatra as he does fronting Tremonti or shredding his soul out as the
guitarist for Alter Bridge and Creed. Moreover, he's doing it for a reason that would make the Chairman of the Board proud.
Accompanied by surviving members of Sinatra’s band as well as various top-notch players, Tremonti cut 14 classics for his
Tremonti Sings Sinatra album, which he gifted to the National Down Syndrome Society as part of his new organization Take A
Chance For Charity. All album proceeds go to NDSS to help those with developmental disabilities. With over 40 million albums

sold, chart-topping releases, sold-out arenas, and countless appearances on television
and magazine covers, Tremonti’s influence on rock music is undeniable. Now, witness a
new side of his artistry as he pays heartfelt tribute to the legendary Frank Sinatra. This
is Tremonti like you've never heard him. Join in for a feel-good evening of classic jazz

and seasonal favorites. $108.75, $86.50, $71.25, $59.75, $54.25, $43.75.

e Where: The Paramount, 370
New York Ave., Huntington

e Time: 8 p.m.

¢ Contact: ticketmaster.com or
paramountny.com

e Time: 10 a.m.-4 p.m,;
also Nov. 23

e Contact: garviespointmuseum.
com or (516) 571-8010 or
(516) 571-8011

Introduction to Reiki
Join instructor Kathleen Gunning
at Glen Cove Public Library. She
guides participants through
Reiki, a gentle energy-healing
practice that uses light touch to
promote relaxation, stress relief,
and overall physical, emotional,
mental, and spiritual well-being.
The session is open to adults and
welcomes newcomers interested
in exploring this restorative
practice.

e Where: 4 Glen Cove Ave.

¢ Time: 10-11 a.m.

e Contact: glencovelibrary.org or
(516) 676-2130

noy Hempstead
House Tour

See the grand rooms
inside the massive
50,000-square-foot
Tudor-style mansion at

Sands Point Preserve, the former
summer residence of Howard
Gould (1912-1917) and later Daniel
and Florence Guggenheim (1917-
1930). For adults, but children 5+
are allowed. $10 per person.

e Where: 127 Middle Neck Road,
Sands Point

e Time: Noon-2 p.m., also Dec. 14

e Contact: sandspointpreserve
conservancy.org or call (516)
571-7901

Genealogy and
nov Local History

Roundtable
Explore your family
history and connect
with Glen Cove’s

past at Glen Cove Public
Library’s monthly Genealogy and
Local History Roundtable. This
welcoming group is the perfect
place to share research tips,
discover new resources, and hear
others’ stories. Whether you're
an experienced genealogist or
just beginning your search, all
are invited to join the discussion
and learn more about local
heritage.

e Where: 4 Glen Cove Ave.,
Glen Cove

e Time: 7-8:45 p.m.

e Contact: glencovelibrary.org
or call (516) 676-2130

Social Club Game Day
Join in a lively afternoon at

Glen Cove Senior Center, where
laughter, friendly competition,
and great company take center
stage! Play a variety of board and

card games, perfect for all skill
levels and interests. Also enjoy a
mocktail crafted to refresh and
delight. It's the perfect setting

to socialize, relax and make new
friends in a warm and welcoming
atmosphere.

e Where: 130 Glen St.
e Time: 1 p.m.
e Contact: (516) 759-9610

noy Turkey Trot 5K

Participate in the

Glen Cove Education
Foundation’s annual
Turkey Trot 5K,
starting at Glen Cove

High School.

e Where: 150 Dosoris Lane
* Time: 8:30 a.m.
¢ Contact: (516) 801-7680

Storytime
DEC Bring t%e little ones,

18 months-age 5, to

Glen Cove Library.

Storytimes focus

on simple books,
concepts, music, early literacy,
and child/caregiver interaction.
This engaging program
encourages a love of reading
and learning through fun and
connection. Program limited to
Glen Cove cardholders.

e Where: 4 Glen Cove Ave.

ALENDAR

e Time: 10:30-11 a.m.
e Contact: glencovelibrary.org or
(516) 676-2130

Monthly meditation
Sands Point Preserve’s historic
mansions and waterfront grounds
are the backdrop for an evening
of nature-based mindfulness and
meditation with Hildur Palsdottir,
first Thursday monthly. Classes
are held in the beautiful rooms
of the Preserve's mansions, or in
the Hempstead House Garden
when weather permits. Explore
techniques specifically aimed at
stress reduction. Hildur adapts
ancient Buddhist teachings to
modern applications for calming
the mind. With transformative
practices you will access wisdom
and clarity to live a more
compassionate life. In addition

to facilitating these monthly
groups, Hildur offers support with
establishing a home meditation
practice. No feeling is final. $17
per class.

e Where: 127 Middle Neck Road,
Sands Point

e Time: 6-8 p.m.

e Contact: sandspointpreserve
conservancy.org or call (516)
571-7901

pec First Friday:
Holiday Magic
Experience the magic
of the holiday season
at Planting Fields’
Main House! On this
guided tour participants be awed
by the ornate decorations that are
pulled directly from the grounds
of Planting Fields. Beginning
with a brief stroll through the
Synoptic Garden that highlights
featured materials used in
holiday decor and ending inside
the Main House, tour-goers will
learn about what goes into
preparing the 65-room Tudor
Revival museum for its festive
transformation. $20 per person.

* Where: 1395 Planting Fields
Road, Oyster Bay

e Time: 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

e Contact: plantingfields.org or
call (516) 922-9210

Having an event?
Items on the Calendar page
are listed free of charge. The
Herald welcomes listings of
upcoming events, community
meetings and items of public
interest. All submissions
should include date, time
and location of the event,
cost, and a contact name and
phone number. Submissions
can be emailed to kbloom@
liherald.com.
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Atlantic Steamer Fire Company welcomed its two newest trucks with a traditional wet down.

Welcoming two new trucks to Atlantic Steamer

By WILL SHEELINE

wsheeline@liherald.com

Hoses were out and spirits were high
on Nov. 2 as the Atlantic Steamer Fire
Company of Oyster Bay christened two
new fire trucks during a traditional wet
down ceremony at the Boathouse park-
ing lot in Theodore Roosevelt Memorial
Park.

The wet down, a longtime fire service
tradition, marks the official welcome of
new apparatus into a department’s fleet.
Neighboring fire departments joined
the celebration by spraying water over
the new vehicles, a symbolic baptism
that has been part of firefighting cul-
ture for more than a century.

“It’s basically a christening,” said
2nd Assistant Chief Frank Ozol. “We
invite other fire departments to sur-
round our trucks and spray them down.
It’s a way to welcome them into ser-
vice.”

Six neighboring departments took
part in the ceremony, including the Oys-
ter Bay, East Norwich, Bayville, Syosset,
Locust Valley, and Jericho fire compa-
nies. More than 200 people attended the
event, which included a blessing by
Father Walter Kedjierski of St. Dominic
Church and remarks by Atlantic Steam-
er Chief Francesco Barbera. Local offi-
cials, including Nassau County Legisla-
tor Samantha Goetz, Town of Oyster
Bay Councilmembers Vicki Walsh and
Andrew Monteleone, Oyster Bay Cove
Mayor Charles Goulding, and Cove Neck
Village Clerk Kathy Zoller, also joined
the celebration.

The company’s two new trucks, a
Pierce Ascendant 107-foot aerial ladder
and a Kenworth Rosenbauer 3,500-gallon
tanker, replace older vehicles that had
served the department for decades.

The ladder truck carries a 500-gallon
water tank, a 1,500-gallon-per-minute
pump, and a roof-mounted water moni-
tor known as a deck gun. It replaces a

Photos courtesy Frank Maiorana Jr.

Dozens of firefighters, friends, family members and elected officials gathered in Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Park for the wet down.

29-year-old, 75-foot ladder truck that had
long been a workhorse for the company.

“It’s a major upgrade for us,” Ozol
said. “With 107 feet of reach, we can
access roofs and upper stories much
more easily, even when we can’t get
close to a building.”

The new tanker, meanwhile, fills a
critical need for firefighting in areas
without fire hydrants, such as Cove
Neck and Oyster Bay Cove. The 2024
Kenworth model, equipped with a cus-
tom Rosenbauer body, holds 3,500 gal-
lons of water, seven times more than a
standard pumper truck, and features a
1,500-gallon-per-minute pump and roof-
mounted deck gun.

“In some areas, the tanker is the
hydrant,” Ozol said. “We’re one of only
two fire companies in Nassau County;,
along with Bayville, that have a tanker
like this.”

The event concluded with a commu-

nity barbecue, giving residents and vis-
iting firefighters a chance to celebrate
together.

“It was a beautiful day, and a great

turnout,” Ozol said. “It’s always excit-
ing to see the community come out to
support us and to welcome new equip-
ment that helps us protect them better.”

£-Pustic Norices

LEGAL NOTICE agreement with
NOTICE OF PUBLIC | Cablevision  Systems
HEARING Long Island Corp.

NOTICE IS HEREBY | All interested parties

GIVEN that a Public | will be given an
Hearing shall be held | opportunity to  be
on Tuesday, November | heard.

25, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. | The proposed said

in the Council Chamber
at Glen Cove City Hall,
9 Glen Street, Glen
Cove, NY to discuss the
adoption of the City's
renewal franchise

agreement is on file
with the City Clerk for
public inspection.

Tina Pemberton

City Clerk

156719

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that a Public
Hearing shall be held
on Tuesday, November
25, 2025, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Council
Chambers at Glen Cove
City Hall, 9 Glen Street,
Glen Cove, NY to
discuss a Local Law
adding  Chapter  80:
Public Use of
Marijuana to Glen Cove

City Code.
Al interested parties
will  be given an

opportunity  to  be
heard.
Tina Pemberton
City Clerk
156912
PUBLIC AND
LEGAL NOTICES...

To place a notice here
call us us at
516-569-4000 x232
or send an email to:
legalnotices@liherald.com
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“% FRANCISCO’S
# TREE SERVICE

& LANDSCAPING

e Tree Removal

e Stumps

e Fertilization

3 ¢ Planting

#-.« * Land Clearing
¥ e TOopping

1317814
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MAURA MASON @

Brick Paver Specialist

BEST PRICES
AROUND!
[ SPECIALIZING IN |
DRIVEWAYS

SIDEWALKS
PATIOS - STOOPS & MORE

D,Segmr FREE
Avasapnt ESTIMATES
REAL & CULTURED STONES

MauraMasons@gmail.com 516-456-7300

Lic/ Ins Nass# 201208, Suff# H-46100 1320950

BOGO
40% OFF

Minimum purchase of 4

+$200 OFF

Your Entire Purchase

by ANDERSEN

Minimum purchase of 4 FALENE WNOOY RGN

OFFER ENDS 12/31

et 916-540-5944

GUARANTEED BEST PRICE BECAUSE WE CARE
TREE ORN"]] CARE FREE
REE SERVICE
SERVICE ES'I‘IMA'I‘ES

mowmm © JEUEE znza )
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL W= ==t

CERTIFIED ARBORIST ON STAFF

TREE REMOVAL ¢ LAND CLEARING * PRUNING
STUMP GRINDING ¢ ELEVATING * STORM PREVENTION
80 FT.BUCKETTRUCK

CaLL OwNer Direct

CHRIS 516-216-2617

1297277

B IS ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

_ WWW.WECARETREESERVICE.COM

Nass. Lic. # 185081 Suff, Lic# HI65621

Market Place :::
HERALD are CcCe: . ......

We Buy Antiques, Coins,
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business
Licensed and Bonded

Immediate Cash Paid

Rk

www.syl- leeanthues com
516-671-6464

INSECT & DISEASE MANAGEMENT
FERTILIZATION & SOIL CARE
PRUNING - CABLING & BRACING

516-334-0648
bartlett.com

345 Union .«\.rnu
Westbury, NY

The F. A Bartlett Tree Expert Company

TREE EXPERTS

SCIENTIFTC TREE CARE SWNCE 1907

Jacuzzi | B
* | Remodel

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free

Installation.

CALL NOW
1.516.540.6059

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/28/25.

RIVER CRUISE VACATIONS
Experience the beauty and history of the St. Lawrence & Ottawa Rivers
on a classic Canadian riverboat. Reques! our free travel brochure.

1-800-267-7868 www.StLawrenceCruiseLines.cam

253 Ontario 5¢., Suits 200, Kingston, ON KTL274 oo sxsanin

ADVERTISE
ON THIS PAGE

PLEASE CALL
516-569-4000 ext. 286
OR EMAIL
ereynolds@liherald.com

1324905

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane

Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

1317014

APPLIANCE DOCTOR;

Serving Our Community For 45 Years

Washers - Dryers - Ranges - Ovens - Refrigerators
Freezers » Dishwashers - Microwaves

Prompt, Reasonable, and Reliable

$10 OFF Repair : § All

$12 OFF Repair Repairs
For Saniups Guaranteed

Licensed = Insured « Family Owned

call 51 6_764_701 1 1323699

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 516-973-5901 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

Be A Part Of A Growing
Multi Media Company
Based in Garden City

3
RICHNER> <
NOW HIRING:

SALES/MULTI MEDIA CONSULTANTS -
INSIDE & OUTSIDE* FT/PT

Salary Range $34,320 to $100,000 including

Commissions & Bonuses

CIRCULATION ASSOCIATE
FT/PT

(Salary Range $16.50 per haour

REPORTER/EDITOR
FT/PT

(Salary Range
$20,000 to $45,000)

to $23 per hour)

MAILROOM/WAREHOUSE
HELP FT/PT

(Salary Range $16.50 per hour
to $17 per hour)

PRINTING PRESS DRIVERS FT/PT

OPERATORS FT/PT r—r——

(salary Range $20 per hour per hour to $21 per
to $30 per hour) hour)

Email Your Resumes to

Careers@liherald.com

or Call 516-569-4000 ext 200

*Outside Sales must have car

1283447



ith each passing day of the

government shutdown, the

impact was being felt on

Long Island in many ways,
by many people. To be clear, the situa-
tion superseded politics. Shutdowns of
the federal government have the same
impact on all of us, regardless of which
side we lean
toward on Elec-
tion Day.

As the situa-
tion dragged on,
much attention
was focused on
the hold on fund-
ing for the Supple-
mental Nutrition
Assistance Pro-
gram, which sus-
tains nearly 3 mil-
lion people in
New York state,
including 183,000
on Long Island. Gov. Kathy Hochul was
correct when she called it nothing less
than “a public health crisis that puts the
lives of nearly one million New York
children and over 800,000 older adults in
our state at risk.”

While the money the governor fast-
tracked to assist food banks throughout
the state helped, it never came close to
the more than $7 billion the state relies
on annually from the federal govern-
ment for SNAP. With Thanksgiving
approaching, and demand for SNAP

CHARLES
LAVINE

OPINIONS
When will we learn that shutdowns help no one?

benefits at record levels, there was an
added emphasis on the dire need for the
situation to be resolved — but Thanks-
giving is just one day. Food insecurity is
all too real for average families just try-
ing to meet their loved
ones’ most basic needs.

With Thanksgiving
come colder weather and
the need to keep our homes
warm. That’s something
most of us take for grant-
ed, but not those who rely
on programs like the Home
Energy Assistance Pro-
gram. Like SNAP, funding
for HEAP was also held up,
delaying the ability of
those most in need to apply
for and receive assistance
to heat their homes. Last year, about
70,000 Long Islanders received $19 mil-
lion from the program. They will be left
out in the cold the next time we have to
go through this.

The shutdown highlighted just how
reliant Long Island’s economy is on fed-
eral spending. According to an estimate
published in Newsday, the loss of feder-
al employee wages alone would amount
to 1 percent of Long Island’s total GDP
for as long as the shutdown lasted.

What do these numbers actually
mean in terms of our everyday lives?
Well, beyond eating and keeping warm,
there are many other impacts, as illus-
trated in a letter written to the members

his one

highlighted
just how reliant
Long Island’s
economy is on
federal spending.

of Long Island’s congressional delega-
tion during the shutdown by the Associ-
ation for a Better Long Island. It noted
that a federal government shutdown “is
not a harmless administrative pause,
but an active drain on our
local economic health,”
adding, “The ongoing
impasse, regardless of the
policy disagreements driv-
ing it, is creating serious,
tangible, and far-reaching
economic repercussions
for the residents and busi-
nesses of Long Island.”
ABLI pointed out the
effects in many areas of
the economy, some of
which were already being
felt, while others surely
would have been had it dragged on even
longer. Those included the retail sector,
with an anticipated reduction in con-
sumer spending impacting businesses
large and small, as well as local munici-
palities, which rely on the resulting tax
revenue; Long Island’s 31,000 federal
employees whose duties are deemed
“nonessential” and were placed on leave
or furloughed, and faced the possibility
of losing their jobs permanently; delays
in the processing of Small Business
Administration loans and loan guaran-
tees, starving businesses of necessary
operating capital, stifling job creation
and paralyzing growth initiatives; infra-
structure and development uncertainty

resulting from the freezing of federal
grants and programs for essential
improvements, including transit, clean-
energy projects and environmental
remediation; residential real estate,
with closures or staffing shortages at
federal agencies resulting in problems
for people seeking to obtain mortgages
and flood insurance; research institu-
tions, including Cold Spring Harbor
National Laboratory, which saw federal
research funds drying up; and air travel,
with delays and disruptions due to
shortages of air traffic controllers that
strained operations across the national
system.

As ABLI pointed out, a government
shutdown compromises workers’ finan-
cial security, weakens the viability of
large and small businesses, and under-
mines the public trust in governing
institutions.

This wasn’t the first government
shutdown, and with just another con-
tinuing resolution by Congress essen-
tially kicking the can down the road —
yet again — it will certainly not be the
last. It was, however, the longest and
most impactful. And the most eye-open-
ing.

For everyone’s sake, now is the time
for both sides to put their differences
aside and find a way to work together to
prevent this from happening again.

Charles Lavine represents the 13th
Assembly District.

In the fight of our lives, all over again

n November 2020, in the maw of the

pandemic, I wrote a column about

Thanksgiving dinner with my hus-

band, dinner for just two. Our kids
and grandkids and friends were isolat-
ing, in hiding from a novel viral enemy.

Looking for a historical precedent, I

compared the fear crisscrossing Ameri-
ca to what it must have felt like in Ber-
lin after World
War II, when Sta-
lin’s troops cut
off the city. The
plan was to choke
the Berliners into
capitulation to
Russia.

On the ground,
it looked hopeless

RANDI and inevitable.
KREISS Then, in an auda-

cious counter-
move, the United
States launched
the Berlin airlift, and for 15 months
planes dropped food, medicine and fuel
— 2 million tons of supplies — until Sta-
lin blinked in 1949 and lifted the block-
ade. We didn’t know it would succeed
when we began. We did it because it was
what was needed to save Berlin from
Stalin’s tyranny.

I was inspired by this bit of history
because it speaks to America’s ability to

meet the moment. Ingenuity and cour-
age are homegrown assets, and we
never needed these strengths more than
we did during the pandemic, more than
we do now.

In that Thanksgiving
2020 column, I wrote, “Our
new enemy is Covid-19,
which is rampaging
through our cities and
states, killing people in
increasing numbers and
threatening our well-being
and our prosperity. We
need to summon the cour-
age to win thiswar ...

“We have missed the
chance to get ahead of the
firestorm, but we still have
agency. Don’t gather at par-
ties or bars or family events. It won’t be
forever, and it might save someone you
love ...

“This Thanksgiving we must accept
the sacrifice of a simpler holiday, with-
out expecting family to board planes or
sit around a table for 15 or 20. We can do
this. We can do it this year, in the hope
that next year we can be thankful for
lives saved.”

One year later, the world had turned.
I wrote, “All of us have had our Covid
vaccines and boosters; we are brought
back to normal by the moonshot of

But no.

F our years
ago next
week, it seemed

vaccines had
saved the day.

modern medicine, the development of
an effective vaccine in 18 months. . .

“Today we are back to our jobs. Kids
are back in school. This Thanksgiving
we will sit down with our family to start
reweaving the ties that
have stretched thin over
the months of this pan-
demic. ..

“I have often written
about gratitude for the
small things that charge
our days with interest and
pleasure. This year my
gratitude is singular, pro-
found and unending. I am
so thankful to the research-
ers and scientists and com-
panies and governments
and leaders who took on
Covid-19 and dug in for the fight . . .

“I thank everyone who brought us to
this day, from the doctors and nurses to
the supermarket workers to the teach-
ers and parents of young children, to
the bench researchers who put in the
hours, day after day and month after
month . ..

“This year at our Thanksgiving there
will be a too-big turkey and stuffing and
cranberry sauce. Leaves and grains for
the vegetarian. We will hug and kiss our
kids and grandkids, feeling safe enough
with our jabs and boosters. Then we will

feast on my apple cranberry crumble
with a topping of gratitude for this
country and countries everywhere
where scientists are educated, support-
ed and honored because the work they
do alleviates suffering and perpetuates
life on earth.”

This week, as we approach Thanks-
giving 2025, it is, quite unbelievably, our
very democracy that is under threat. We
are in a season of political instability,
irrational attacks on our institutions,
and a drift toward authoritarianism. As
we witness the trampling of the Bill of
Rights and the Constitution, the mili-
tary occupation of our cities and the
willingness to sacrifice American laws
and values for personal gain and power,
we know that this threat, too, has gone
viral.

And, irony of ironies, our govern-
ment leaders are questioning the effica-
cy of the original lifesaving Covid-19
vaccine and all the life-saving vaccines
that have kept us and our children alive.

When we sit down to Thanksgiving
dinner this year, my prayer will be for
America to find its footing, to support
leaders who will launch a political
moonshot or Berlin Airlift to save our
souls and our country.

Copyright 2025 Randi Kreiss. Randi can
be reached at randik3@aol.com.
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HERALD EDITORIAL
Rekindling community with face-to-face talk

n an age when digital arguments

erupt faster than we can refresh our

screens, it has become almost

instinctual to dive into online
debates with strangers. Facebook
threads balloon into battlegrounds, dis-
cussions on X collapse into insults and
Reddit comment chains can devolve into
tribal shouting matches. For many, this
ritual has become a daily habit — almost
a sport. Yet it leaves most people feeling
drained, angry, unheard and oddly iso-
lated.

There’s a healthier, more human
alternative: step away from the glowing
screen and go meet your neighbors face
to face. It sounds old-fashioned, almost
quaint, but that simplicity is exactly
what makes it powerful.

When we talk to people in person —
people who live next door, down the
street or across the hall — we’re remind-
ed that disagreements do not automati-
cally make someone an enemy. You hear
their tone of voice, notice their expres-
sions and see the full, complex person
behind the viewpoint. The humanity
that gets flattened into a five-word com-
ment reappears. And so does your own.

Online, a single sentence can turn
someone into a villain in your mind. A
meme can become a stand-in for an
entire group you’'ve never actually spo-
ken to. Algorithms feed outrage because
outrage keeps you scrolling. But face-to-
face conversations break that cycle.

They prioritize curiosity over hostility,
nuance over certainty, and listening over
scoring points.

This shift is good for both civic and
personal health. Psychologists have long
known that real-world social interac-
tions reduce anxiety, increase life satis-
faction and strengthen emotional resil-
ience. Sitting with someone, even some-
one who has different opinions, calms
the nervous system in ways digital com-
munication never can. You breathe more
slowly. You think more clearly. You
remember that disagreements don’t
have to be disagreeable.

There’s also something grounding
about being part of a physical communi-
ty rather than a virtual crowd. The per-
son you're talking to isn’t a random
stranger with an anonymous avatar;
they’re someone who shares your side-
walk, your grocery store, your weather
and your local challenges. That shared
context encourages mutual respect. You
might still disagree — honestly, you
probably will — but the disagreement
becomes a conversation, not a war.

And consider the ripple effects. When
neighbors talk, they build trust. When
trust grows, communities become stron-
ger, safer and more resilient. People are
more likely to help one another, support
local initiatives, and intervene when
someone is struggling. Civil discourse
becomes possible again — something
increasingly rare in a world where

shouting has replaced dialogue.

Face-to-face conversations also make
room for humility. Online arguments
often are myopic and pernicious. In per-
son, you're more likely to acknowledge
what you don’t know, to soften your
stance or to revise your thinking.

Most surprisingly, you might even dis-
cover that the “other side” isn’t as far
away as the internet insists. Maybe you
share concerns, values or experiences.
Maybe you’re both frustrated by the
same problems, even if you imagine dif-
ferent solutions. Or maybe you simply
end up respecting each other enough to
continue the conversation later. And you
may learn something new about an issue
or about your community — or even
about yourself.

That’s the heart of a healthy society
— not unanimous agreement, but con-
structive connection.

If we truly want better conversations,
less stress and stronger communities,
the solution isn’t another heated thread
or another algorithm-driven argument.
There are many ways to move from
behind the screen and interact with oth-
ers in real life.

It’s going out to dinner with friends,
joining a club, becoming part of a sports
team or taking a continuing education
class. The internet may connect us
instantly, but only face-to-face interac-
tions remind us why connection matters
in the first place.
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The college

t this time of year, many fami-
lies with high school students
visit colleges. Some visit near-
by campuses that are within
reach academically and financially,
while others travel to what they consid-
er more prestigious institutions. Which-
ever the choice, it’s imperative for par-
ents and prospective students to plan
carefully.

Students and
their families
should consider
how far from
home is accept-
able. Will the stu-
dent be most com-
fortable in a large
city, a suburban
setting or a rural
area? Will he or
she live on cam-
pus, in the town
or at home?

How large a
campus is acceptable? Some universi-
ties have 50,000 or more students, and
some colleges have fewer than 1,500. The
best fit is one that is not only challeng-
ing for academic and personal growth,
but also caring and focused on student
achievement.

The cost of tuition, fees, room, board,
books and supplies is another consider-
ation. Some families are willing to bor-
row to send their child to a prestigious
college. If a good education and prepa-
ration for life are the goals, that isn’t

ROBERT A.
SCOoTT

OPINIONS
search: Are you seeking prestige or ‘fit’?

necessary. It’s better to find the best fit
for the student.

Families and students should use
publicly available information such as
college guides and the federal College
Scorecard to decide on a list of colleges
to visit and examine more

closely. A high school guid- I

ance counselor should

for an appointment, ask to sit in on a
class, talk to a faculty member and cur-
rent students, tour a residence hall, and
check out the dining facilities. After-
ward, reflect on the following:

X Feel: Were the students,
faculty and staff you met
on campus friendly and

have a library of materi- t’S Su Ch an spontaneous_, or v‘s)lere they
als, and should know about | moortant cold and scripted?
where former students p

have gone to college.

According to the Nation-
al Survey of Student
Engagement 2017-23, stu-
dents at most colleges, the
least selective as well as
the most selective, rate
their campus experience
about the same on mea-
sures of critical thinking and analysis,
quantitative reasoning, collaboration
with peers, access to diverse perspec-
tives and student-faculty interactions.
On the following measures, however,
more selective colleges provide the big-
gest impact: internships, leadership
opportunities, working on research with
faculty, and studying abroad.

The federal College Scorecard can be
a useful tool for examining general data
about colleges and comparing institu-
tions, but it cannot convey the personal-
ity of an institution. A publication such
as the “Fiske Guide to Colleges” gives a
fuller picture of a campus.

After deciding on where to visit, call

decision, and the
answers to so
many questions
figure into it.

Admissions: What
weight is given to test
scores? Of what influence
are athletic prowess or
alumni connections in the
admissions process?

X Academics: Are stu-

dents assigned a faculty

adviser? How easy is it to
change majors? Who provides guidance
on graduate studies and careers?

® Who teaches? Do full-time faculty
teach undergraduates, or is most
instruction done by graduate assistants?

X Enrollment: Is the student body eco-
nomically diverse?

X Financial aid: Will financial aid
awards be adjusted for tuition increases?

X Health and safety: Does the campus
have a health center? Does the college
provide transportation to go shopping
off campus?

X Housing and food service: Is there

sufficient residential-hall space to
house all undergraduates, or must stu-
dents live in fraternity and sorority
houses or off campus? Does the dining
hall offer meals three times a day,
seven days a week when classes are in
session?

X Social life: Does the campus offer a
rich cultural life and support a variety
of clubs and organizations, or do Greek
societies dominate the social scene? Do
many students leave campus on the
weekend?

X Career placement: Does the career
office offer information about jobs on
campus and in the summer? Does it
have information on internships, both
paid and voluntary? Who are some suc-
cessful alumni in the student’s fields of
interest?

While college graduates have
improved outcomes in income, employ-
ment, health and civic engagement, col-
lege requires an investment of time,
energy and intellect as well as money. So
it’s important that the college and the
student “fit” together in a way that is
not only challenging but supportive. The
right fit is more important than pres-
tige. College is intended to enrich your
life as well as your wallet.

Robert A. Scott is president emeritus of
Adelphi University and a co-author of
“Letters to Students: What it Means to be
a College Graduate.”

FRAMEWORK Dby Tim Baker

At the Rock Hall Museum’s Edgar Allan Poe-themed Masquerade Ball — Lawrence
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Neighbor o Neighbor

Our world often moves too quickly, but there are particular moments that remind
us of the extraordinary power of human kindness. Our community has been
deeply moved by the compassion of a young local teacher who offered
a living gift - the donation of her kidney - and in doing so, gave another
person a chance to thrive.

Without seeking recognition or praise, she chose to act out of pure compassion and
selflessness, embodying the very best of what it means to be part of this community.
Her courage and generosity extend far beyond one person; they ripple outward,
inspiring all of us to see the beauty in giving, the strength of empathy, and the
boundless potential of love and humanity.

We are humbled by her example - by the quiet heroism of someone who teaches
not only in the classrooms, but through her actions, what it means to make a difference.
This remarkable act of kindness reflects the spirit of our entire community: one
defined by care, connection, and the willingness to lift one another up in time of need.

From the bottom of our hearts, we thank this extraordinary woman for her gift, her
courage, and her light. She reminds us that within our community, there are everyday

heroes among us - and that one person’s generosity can change a life forever.

A grateful community says Thank You!

If you've been inspired by this extraordinary act of kindness, we invite you to
learn more about living kidney donation at the National Kidney Registry
www.kidneyregistry.com

Or more locally, connect with
Libbie Binkiewicz, LMSW, Living Donor Ambassador at Northwell Health.
Ibinkiewicz@northwell.edu

1281192




