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Morgan Park’s 
Summer Music 
Festival draws 
to a close
Katherine Torrivilla, above, the 
singer for the Miami Sound 
Revue,  gave an energizing 
performance at the final 
concert of the Morgan Park 
Summer Music Festival on 
Sunday. At right, George 
Papadopoulou and his 
daughter, Eleni Papadopoulou, 
made some memories as the 
concert season concluded. 
Story, Page 3. 

Tim Baker/Herald photos

City debates 
transparency 
of its contracts
By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

Glen Cove’s City Council 
tabled a proposed 13-year lease 
extension for Cove Sports Acad-
emy during a tense Aug. 26 
meeting at which attendees 
raised questions about the 
city’s transparency and consis-
tency, and whether 
the youth-and-adult 
sports facility was 
receiving preferen-
tial treatment from 
City Hall.

The resolution 
added to the agenda 
on Aug. 22 would 
have authorized 
Mayor Pamela Pan-
zenbeck to sign a 
license agreement 
with Cove Sports 
for the city-owned 
Butler Building, on 
Cedar Swamp Road. The annu-
al license fee would be $120,000, 
and Cove Sports planned to 
invest roughly $200,000 to 
repair the property in order to 
continue operating baseball 
and other athletic programs 
year-round.

Moments into the meeting, 
however, Panzenbeck moved to 
table the item, saying that the 
city’s and Cove Sports attor-
neys had not finalized a con-
tract. “All that he’s asking us 

now is to extend the agreement 
that he has, so that he can 
spend money on this,” she said, 
referring to Dominic Gatti, 
owner of Cove Sports and 
stressing that “this is already 
an operating business — and 
he’s operating with children 
inside — and it needs major, 
major repairs.”

T h e  c o u n c i l 
voted unanimously 
to table the resolu-
tion. But the post-
ponement did little 
to cool a debate that 
has been brewing 
over when the city 
must solicit compet-
itive bids — known 
as requests for pro-
posals, or RFPs — 
for municipal prop-
erties, and when it 
c a n  n e g o t i a t e 
directly with ten-

ants.
Councilwoman Marsha Sil-

verman voiced frustration that 
she had not been told in 
advance that the item would be 
pulled, noting the packed City 
Hall  chamber. “People come 
out and they take time out of 
their busy days,” she said. “I 
want to make sure that we’re 
hearing from all  of  you, 
because I know you’re here for 
a reason, and not just to say, oh, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Y ou could 
keep your 

City Council 
informed of 
what’s going on.

PAMELA 
PANZENBECK
Mayor

Have a local 
insurance agency 

that works for you!

AUTO • HOME • COASTAL
HOMES • RENTERS

LIFE • LANDLORD • PET
FLOOD • RETIREMENT

COMMERCIAL, LIABILITY 
RESTAURANTS & more

Call us, we would love to help with all of your 
insurance!

English & Spanish
Scan to connect

Celeste P. Gullo 516-671-0001
60 Glen Head Rd.

Glen Head NY
CGULLO@allstate.com
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Stay connected with the community 
and support local journalism.  

Stay Connected 
this Year:  

Get local trusted news 
delivered 

to your mailbox!

Sign up
NOW

it’s

FREE

Nobody covers 
YOUR HOME TOWN 

Like we do... nobody.

Sign up today for
theHERALD

• Scan the QR code
•  Online at liherald.com/subscribe

use promo code WINTER25
• By phone at 516-569-4000 ext. 7

3 easy ways 
to sign up:

• In-depth coverage of local schools
• Award-winning sports coverage
• Things to do and places to go
•   The best in local shopping and dining
• Coverage of local government
•   News about your PTAs, houses of worship, 

clubs, fraternal organizations & more.

Scan me for
faster service

FREE subscription valid in qualifi ed zip codes only.
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• By phone at 516-569-4000 ext. 7
use promo code GUIDE25

NEIGHBORS IN THE NEWS

Suozzi meets with Pope Leo in Vatican

Mural transforms Mill Hill Road wall

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi joined an inter-
national delegation of Catholic legisla-
tors for an audience with Pope Leo XIV 
this past weekend.

“A truly unforgettable moment for me 
at the Vatican with Pope Leo XIV,” 

Suozzi wrote in a statement. “Grateful 
for his message of hope, and the need 
for ‘authentic human flourishing.’ His 
words reminded me of the power of 
faith and humility in public service.”

A once-blank concrete wall on Mill 
Hill Road has been transformed into a 
colorful 60-foot mural, thanks to the 
Glen Cove Beautification Commission 
and local students.

The project began with a student art 
and T-shirt contest centered on the 
theme “Where Beauty Grows.” Ninth-
grader Nahla Loret Gomez won the con-
test, but it was another student, Giorgi-
na Dondero, whose artwork inspired 
commissioners to envision a large-scale 
mural.

With guidance from volunteer mural 
artist Jane Manister Fein, Dondero 
adapted her design to span the full wall. 
In August, she joined friends, fellow stu-

dents from the Glen Cove Youth Bureau 
and Summer Youth Employment Pro-
gram, and volunteers—including Gomez 
and her family—to paint the mural in 
the summer heat.

 Kiwanis Club President Ann Marie 
Gallius helped paint sunflowers and 
provided snacks, while Mayor Pamela 
Panzenbeck, a longtime Beautification 
volunteer, visited multiple times to 
show her support.

“It was such a labor of love,” said 
Beautification Commission Chair Lora 
Cusumano. “Every brushstroke came 
with encouragement from passersby.”

–Roksana Amid

Courtesy Office of Tom Suozzi

Tom Suozzi and other Catholic lawmakers got to meet the first American pope, Leo 
XIV, at an audience two weeks ago.

Courtesy Lora Cusumano

A once-blank concrete wall on Mill Hill Road has been transformed into a colorful 
60-foot mural.
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

The 66th season of the Morgan Park 
Summer Music Festival came to a close 
on Aug. 31, marking another summer 
of music, community, and tradition 
along the Glen Cove waterfront. The 
free concert series, held every Sunday 
evening in July and August at Morgan 
Memorial Park, once again drew thou-
sands of residents and visitors from 
across Long Island and beyond.

For many in attendance, the final 
concert was a reminder of why the fes-
tival has become one of Glen Cove’s 
most beloved traditions. Lauren Mos-
ery, visiting her in-laws from Manhat-
tan, experienced the event for the first 
time. Sitting on the grass as the sun 

dipped over the 
harbor, she 
reflected on the 
atmosphere. 
“I’m loving it,” 
she said. “It was 
so pretty, with a 
beautiful sunset. 
The bands were 
great. It was a 
wonderful fami-
ly affair.”

The sum-
mer’s lineup 
offered a wide 
range of perfor-

mances designed to appeal to all ages 
and tastes. From the Massapequa Phil-
harmonic performing Gershwin and 
Bernstein, to a tribute night dedicated 
to Taylor Swift that drew large num-
bers of young people, to concerts fea-
turing Broadway, soul, country, and 
Latin music, each weekend brought 
something new. “We had a lot of great 
concerts,” said festival chairman Tom 
Suozzi. “People really loved the Glen 
Cove Night, the Country Night, and the 
Soul Night. The Massapequa Philhar-
monic was really well received, and the 
Taylor Swift concert was a highlight. 
Everything this year was great.”

Suozzi explained that the committee 
behind the festival carefully reviews 
each season once it concludes. “We 
meet at the beginning of the fall with 
the whole committee, review how we 
did, rank each concert, and then start 
talking about next year,” he said. Dur-
ing the winter, the concert selection 
committee gathers to propose ideas and 
build a program that balances genres 
and appeals to a diverse audience.

The festival, founded in 1959 by 
Suozzi’s parents, Joseph and Margue-
rite, has grown from a single concert 
into a full summer series. It has thrived 
thanks to the dedication of volunteers 
and the generosity of donors. A major 
sponsorship from the Terian family, 
who contributed $1 million to help sus-
tain the event, continues to provide sta-
bility. “We try to live off the interest on 
the money we have saved,” Suozzi said. 
“The idea is to keep this going forever. 
We raise money each year and combine 
it with what we have invested to keep 
the concerts alive.”

For longtime residents like Evelyn 
Kandel, a former U.S. Marine sergeant 
and one-time Nassau County poet lau-
reate, the concerts were an easy walk 
from home and a highlight of the sum-
mer. “I loved coming to the events,” she 
said, noting the convenience of living 
just blocks away.

Beyond entertainment, the festival 
represented something deeper for the 
community. Suozzi said the gatherings 
gave people a chance to step away from 
social media and spend time together. 
“So many people came all summer 
long. They didn’t have to spend a bunch 
of money or drive into the city. They 
could just come to their hometown with 
a picnic and be with friends and family. 
It was a great community event.”

Ending summer music fest on a high note

The concert series is made possible through donations and the work chairman Tom 
Suozzi, center, and a committee of dedicated volunteers and board members. Board 
member Roksana Amid is not pictured.

Tim Baker/Herald photos

The last concert of the season, featuring the music of Gloria Estavan, saw a large crowd at the park.

Pedro Gurierrez played bass for the 
Miami Sound Revue, who preformed for 
the last concery of the season.

The Mosery family 
enjoyed the last 
concert of the 
season together. 
Sitting at the top 
left back row ; 
Jard Chad, Zvi, 
and Donna. At the 
front row;  Taryn 
9, Wyatt, 1, 
Lauren, Dylan 3, 
Erica and Max 6.

S o many 
people 

came all 
summer long.

TOM SUOZZI
Chairman, 
Morgan Park Summer 
Music Festival



The Herald Remembers
9/11 Remembrance of 
Glen Cove residents

‘We will never forget,’ read a popular sticker following 
the World Trade Center attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

Twenty-one years later we continue to honor those from 
the City of Glen Cove who lost their lives on that infamous day. 
We continue to heal, grieve and find hope for the future, while 

remembering an unforgettable day. The following four people will 
be remembered as fathers, sons and brothers who grew up here, 

lived here as adults or served in our local Fire Department. 

Edward J. Lehman

Matthew T. McDermott

John F. Puckett

Joseph J. Zuccala

D
ear Great Book Guru,
I always feel September is the 
time of beginnings - the real 
New Year - certainly not Janu-

ary – such a middling time of year! Say-
ing that, I am looking to start the year 
off with a very good book, something out 
of my comfort zone.  Any thoughts?  

Starting in September

Dear Starting in September, 
 Charlotte McConaghy’s “Wild Dark 
Shore” might be a good book to start off 
your year.  

Set slightly in the future, this novel 
takes place in a very special place – a 
tiny island off Antarctica – Shearwater.  
Once a hub of scientific research, it is 
now deserted except for the Salt family, 
caretakers of what remains of the 
island after rising sea levels have almost 
destroyed it.  

The story opens with the Salts – Dom-
inic and his three children - finding a 

woman washed ashore and near death 
after the worst storm the island has ever 
experienced. The woman, Rowan, is 
saved by them and gradually we learn 
the secrets that each of the characters is 
hiding. 

The five characters look into the 
future and see their lives off-island, sur-
viving but living in a world coping with 
horrific climate changes. We learn of 
Dominic’s tragic losses and his attempts 
to make things better for his children. 
And, of course, throughout we have the 
mystery of Rowan’s strange arrival. 
 The five points of view shift from 
chapter to chapter giving us a unique 
perspective into their lives. This plus 
the description of the incredibly beauti-
ful flora and fauna in this disappearing 
piece of the world make for an extraor-
dinarily compelling read – highly rec-
ommended. 

Need a book suggestion? Contact the 
guru at annmdipietro@gmail.com.

Climate Conundrum
THE GREAT BOOK GURU
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Attorney advertising

Protecting Your Future 
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger

Attorneys-at-Law

ETTINGER LAW FIRM
ELDER LAW ESTATE PLANNING SINCE 1991

trustlaw.com
                 Trusts & Estates • Wills & Probate • Medicaid 

NO-COST CONSULTATION: 516-327-8880 or email info@trustlaw.com

100 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre • 3000 Marcus Ave., Lake Success 
Other offices in Huntington • Melville • Islandia

Visit us at trustlaw.com 
to learn more or search 

Ettinger Law on 
YouTube for our elder 

law estate 
planning videos

Leaving a Vacation Home to Family 
We all know the road to you know where is 

paved with good intentions.  Nowhere is this more 
true than leaving a vacation or beach home for the 
children to share after the parents have passed.  We 
have often advised that if they are all happy and get 
along well this might very well lead to the end of 
those good feelings and relationships.

Inevitably, some will do more work on the 
premises than others, some will use the premises 
more than others, there will be disagreements as 
to maintenance and repairs.  Some may never visit 
or use it at all.

Initially, all expenses tend to be shared equally, 
since all are equal owners.  The foregoing issues, 
however, will quickly arise and then it will often 
be difficult or impossible to determine what each 
child’s fair share of the expenses should be.  The 
one living across the country who never visits 
may insist that they be “bought out” or, if that’s 
unaffordable to the others, that the house be sold 
so that they can get their share.

Sooner or later, one of the siblings dies and 

their share goes to a sister-in-law or brother-in-law 
who may remarry and bring a stranger into the 
shared arrangement.  Or let’s say an owner of one-
third of the house dies, and now their share goes 
to their four children.  How is that going to work?

Vacation homes are an excellent example of 
why good estate planning is often more social 
work than legal work.  In these cases we anticipate 
the problems and spend the time to figure out who 
wants and uses the home and perhaps leave it to 
those children only and compensate the others 
with money or other assets.  If they all use and 
enjoy the home, we sometimes require that it 
be held jointly with the right of survivorship, 
allowing the last of the joint owners to decide 
who to leave it to.

While the possibilities are endless, each 
case should be looked at and thought through so 
as to keep harmony in the family by preempting 
any potential conflicts. Otherwise, it’s often a 
case of the old adage that “ no good deed goes 
unpunished”.

Please join attorney Michael Ettinger for a live webinar, 
“Four Advantages of Using Trusts,” on Wednesday September 10 at 

6:30 p.m. Register in advance at trustlaw.com 
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HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com
■ E-MAIl: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ EDITORIAl DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942
■ ClASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460
■   DISPlAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: rglickman@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643
■ PUBlIC NOTICES: Ext. 232 E-mail: legalnotices@liherald.com 

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. 
Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald, 2 
Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $60 one-time payment within Nassau County or $76 outside of Nassau County or by 
qualified request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2025 Richner Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Make Your Next Move 
Exceptional

 | Glen Cove | 21 Victoria Lane
Sold Price: $2,700,000 | Web# L3572957

SOLD | Glen Cove | 27 Townsend Road*
Sold Price: $1,410,000 | Web# L3545432

SOLD | Glen Cove | 6 Leonard Street
Sold Price: $690,000 | Web# L3512859

SOLD | Glen Cove | 3 Fairview Lane
Sold Price: $1,600,000 | Web# L3576808

SOLD | Glen Cove | 269 Walnut Road
Sold Price: $930,000 | Web# L3520039

SOLD | Locust Valley | 265 Lattingtown Road
$1,800,000

CURIOUS TO KNOW 
THE VALUE OF YOUR 
HOME? SCAN HERE 

TO FIND OUT.

Lisa Kasparian
Lic. R. E. Salesperson
O 516.767.5786
M 516.458.5365
lisa.kasparian@elliman.com

SRS – Sellers Representative Specialist
ABR – Accredited Buyers Representative
SRES – Senior Real Estate Specialist
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516.536.2800 | orlincohen.com

Every Sunday 8am — 1pm

Walk-in 
Fall Sports Recovery Clinic

Bohemia
Garden City

Woodbury

Shoot-out do
your knee in?
We’ve Got  
Specialists  
For That®
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By ANDREW COEN
sports@liherald.com

The Hofstra men’s soccer team is 
aiming for the program’s fifth straight 
conference title and sending its long-
time head coach out a winner.

Richard Nuttall announced just 
before kickoff of the 2025 campaign this 
would mark his last fall leading the Hof-
stra sidelines. Nuttall has elevated Hof-
stra into a powerhouse during his 37 
years leading the sidelines with eight 
NCAA Tournament appearances and 
led the Pride to a fourth straight Coast-
al Athletic Association (CAA) champi-
onship in 2024. 

“Sometimes it’s just the right time,” 
said Nuttall, who will leave the pro-
gram to associate head coach Stephen 
Roche, who was named head coach in 
waiting last year, and longtime assis-
tant Shaun Foster. “My two assistants 
are great people and they’re ready to 
go.” 

Hofstra entered Nuttall’s final season 
ranked 23rd in the United Soccer Coach-
es Preseason Poll on heels of a 14-5-2 
2024 campaign in which it earned the 
seven seed in the NCAA Tournament. 
The Pride’s historic season ended in 
heartbreaking fashion with a 2-1 second 
round loss to Vermont, who proceeded 
to go on a Cinderella run to win the 
national championship.

After a season-opening 2-1 loss to 
Bucknell on Aug. 21, Hofstra rebounded 
three days later with a 2-0 home victory 
against local Big East foe St. John’s on 
the strength of goals from seniors Lau-
rie Goddard and Daniel Burko.

Nuttall said Goddard and Burko will 
play key roles in directing the offense 
this season on a squad that graduated 
much of last year’s starting lineup. 
Goddard, a midfielder from London, 
was named the Preseason CAA Player 
of the Year after tallying nine goals and 
five assists last season. Burko, a Nor-
way native, transferred to Hofstra from 
Syracuse and will play a striker role 
with the Pride at forward.

Senior midfielder Aleksei Armas has 

also factored into the offense early this 
season registering an assist on a goal 
from Goddard in the season-opening 
loss to Bucknell. The Floral Park High 
School product entered Hofstra last fall 
after playing two seasons at Adelphi 
University. 

The backline is anchored by senior 
defender Gabriel Pacheco, a Brazil 
native who was named Honorable Men-
tion Preseason All-CAA. The defense 

held St. John’s to just two shots on goal 
in the Pride’s shutout of the Red Storm 
Aug. 24.

Senior goalkeeper Sean Bohan 
recorded two saves in the St. John’s 
clean sheet. The Dublin, Ireland native 
is patrolling the Pride net after playing 
the last two seasons at William Penn 
University in Oskaloosa, Iowa where he 
recorded a program record 20 shutouts.

“He’s got such a great presence about 

him and we just named him a captain,” 
Nuttall said of Bohan. “He’s a vocal 
leader and gets people organized.” 

Nuttall’s two other goalies on the ros-
ter are from Hofstra’s backyard in Gino 
Cervoni, an Elmont native and Carey 
High School alum, and freshman Aidan 
GaNunHear from Garden City South, a 
Chaminade product.

Hofstra’s next home match is sched-
uled for Sept. 13 against Long Island 
rival Stony Brook in its CAA home 
opener at 7 p.m. The Pride will then 
face Monmouth at home for another 
Saturday evening conference match on 
Sept. 20 before hosting Columbia on 
Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. 

The Pride were picked to finish first 
in the CAA’s North Division, which also 
features Monmouth, Drexel, Northeast-
ern and Stony Brook. The top three fin-
ishers will advance to the CAA Tourna-
ment with a chance to add to Nuttall’s 
championship resume and claim the 
league’s automatic bid into the NCAAs.

Senior middie Aleksei Armas is a former Floral Park High School star.

Hofstra eyes big final season for Nuttall

BRINGING LOCAL SPORTS HOME EVERY WEEK

HERALD SPORTS

Photos courtesy Hofstra Athletics Communicaitons

Head coach Richard Nuttall has coached 
the Pride for nearly four decades and to 
four straight conference titles.
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By ANGELINA ZINGARIELLO, 
JOSEPH D’ALESSANDRO & RENEE DELORENZO

of Herald Community Newspapers

Fourth in a series on housing on Long 
Island.

Communities across Long Island 
often fall into one of two camps: those in 
favor of new developments, and those 
against. 

For some residents, the common 
refrain is “Not in my backyard!” — dis-
approving of the construction of new 
residential and commercial projects 
near where they live. The would-be 
neighbors of these developments are 
directly affected by their construction 
in the short term, and often see lifestyle 
changes for years to come. 

Marge Congello, president of the 
Central Bellmore Homeowners Associa-
tion, disapproved of recent plans to 
develop an apartment building on Bed-
ford Avenue in Bellmore. After attend-
ing a public event review-
ing the proposal, she 
described the project as 
“too robust.” 

“Am I against apartment 
buildings? No, but I think 
that there’s becoming an 
influx of them in Nassau 
County,” Congello said. 
“The builder wants to 
make money, the developer 
wants to make money, and 
then they go live some-
where else. They’re not liv-
ing in my backyard.

“There were lots of 
issues,” she added of the 
Bedford Avenue proposal. “There’s the 
traffic congestion that comes along with 
the overdevelopment. There’s the over-
burdening of utilities that comes along 
— the overburdening of schools and 
emergency services.”

Congello cited the loss of green space 
to new real estate developments as a 
major cause for concern, describing it 
as a type of urbanization that disrupts 
Nassau and Suffolk counties’ way of 
life. 

“You can’t go and change the zoning 
in a residential area to allow an apart-
ment building and then ‘save our sub-
urbs,’” she said. “You can’t have both.”

Congello has been a member of Bell-
more’s homeowners’ association for 25 
years, serving as “the eyes and the ears 
for the local residents,” she said. 

“We’re here to protect the quality of 
life that we feel very strongly about, not 
to hurt any businesses,” she said. “It’s 
definitely not about stopping growth, 
but it’s maintaining both.”

Congello’s criticisms of overdevelop-
ment extend beyond apartment projects. 
She was a prominent voice of the Say 
No to the Casino movement, which 
opposed plans by Las Vegas Sands to 
build a casino resort in Uniondale. She 
worked with Pearl Jacobs, president of 
the Nostrand Gardens Civic Associa-
tion, who shares similar concerns about 
overdevelopment. 

“Our main priority is maintaining 
and improving the quality of life here in 
Uniondale and all of Nassau County,” 
Jacobs said. 

Another housing program Jacobs 
regarded with skepticism was accessory 
dwelling units — an initiative spear-
headed by Gov. Kathy Hochul in 2024 
state budget talks to add extensions to 
existing homes to create more — and 
less expensive — living spaces. 

“ADUs — the vast majority of people 
that I speak with are totally against it,” 
Jacobs said. “With ADUs, they come 
with more people, more cars.”

While accessory units may not be a 
welcome solution, Jacobs acknowledges 
a need for housing on Long Island. “I do 
believe that there should be some afford-
able housing,” she said. “We want to 
retain our children and our grandchil-
dren. We want them to stay here.”

On the flip side . . .
Other community activ-

ists disagree, welcoming 
new projects with open 
arms as YIMBYs — “Yes, in 
my backyard!”

According to Hunter 
Gross, vice president of the 
Hempstead Housing Coali-
tion, combating the NIMBY 
movement remains a chal-
lenge. When towns hold 
meetings on housing proj-
ects — such as apartment 
buildings with affordable 
units — the key demo-
graphic those projects aim 
to serve is usually under-

represented, Gross noted. Instead, he 
said, the attendees are often homeown-
ers, many of them older than the group 
that would benefit most.

New York state’s 2025 Nassau County 
Rent Guidelines Board explanatory 
statement — compiled by the state’s 
Home and Community Renewal agency 
— reports that 81.9 percent of homes in 
the county are owner-occupied, and 
18.1 percent are renter-occupied in the 
county. 

“You’re always going to have people 
who show up who don’t have valid con-
cerns about the project,” Gross said. “It 
creates this sentiment that every single 
person is objecting to a housing project.

“Oftentimes, elected officials listen to 
the loudest people in the room,” he con-
tinued. “I don’t think economic develop-
ment and housing policy should be dic-
tated by the small minority of people.”

The National Low Income Housing 
Coalition reports that about 40 percent 
of people in need of affordable housing 
are in the workforce, with 42 percent 
working more than 40 hours a week. As 
well, 33 percent of extremely-low-
income households are seniors, and 18 
percent are people with disabilities.

The dynamic often becomes one of 
“ladder-pulling,” when homeowners 
block opportunities for those trying to 
enter the market, Gross said. 

He recalled an older man at a Sayville 

public hearing saying that he had 
worked multiple jobs to afford living on 
Long Island. Gross responded that he 
also juggles more than two jobs, but 
structural issues like wages failing to 
keep pace with inflation leave younger 
workers at a disadvantage.

“It has nothing to do with you work-
ing hard enough,” he said.

Gross also noted that homes bought 
decades ago would be unaffordable for 
those same buyers today. In a 2024 sur-
vey conducted by the real estate broker-
age Redfin, nearly 40 percent of home-
owners said they could not afford their 
homes if they were purchasing them 
now. Redfin cited population growth, 
housing shortages and rising mortgage 
rates as explanations, adding that the 
median home sale price has doubled in 
the past decade.

“If we truly care about our communi-
ties on Long Island, I think it’s time to 
say that we’re not going to close the 
gates,” Gross said. “We’re not a gated 
community, and we can ensure that peo-
ple can afford to live here.”

Why some support new development
In communities across Long Island, 

new housing developments often spark 
debate, as they try to balance the need 
for growth with residents’ desire to pre-
serve the neighborhood character. 

In Lynbrook, that tension was visible 
with the opening of the Langdon, a six-
story apartment building at Broadway 
and Langdon Place that added 201 rent-
al units to the village. While some resi-
dents raised concerns about traffic, 
crowding and other changes to the com-
munity, others, including local business 
leaders and many residents, viewed the 
project as an opportunity for revitaliza-

tion.
Polly Talbott, a former president and 

the current executive director of the 
Lynbrook Chamber of Commerce, lives 
in the village and has seen the transi-
tion firsthand. Her dual perspective as 
resident and chamber leader informs 
her view of the YIMBY approach. While 
construction created temporary disrup-
tions, the project was thoughtfully exe-
cuted, Talbott said, and recent improve-
ments, including updated streets and 
parking, have already enhanced the sur-
rounding area. 

“It will help our village to flourish,” 
she said. “I think it’s inspiring to see 
our community embracing it. We under-
stand that people, some people, have a 
hard time with it, but it is a great oppor-
tunity for young people to find a home 
here, and it will bring just life and vital-
ity to our streets.”

The project included 20 affordable 
apartments designated for households 
earning up to 80 percent of the area 
median income — six studios, 11 one-
bedroom apartments and three two-bed-
room units, with monthly rents ranging 
from $2,212 to $3,147.

Asked about the cultural resistance 
often associated with NIMBYism, Tal-
bott acknowledged that some residents 
worry about overpopulation or losing 
the village’s small-town character, some-
times expressed as a fear of “turning 
Long Island into the city.” From her per-
spective, these concerns are under-
standable but overstated. She empha-
sized that Lynbrook continues to offer 
green spaces, parks and community 
amenities, and that adding housing does 
not diminish the village’s character; 
rather, it strengthens it by welcoming 

Joseph D’Alessandro/Herald

The real estate development firm Economic Development Strategies submitted to a 
third round of community feedback on plans to build a new apartment building on 
Bedford Avenue in Bellmore on April 2. Bill Bonesso addressed would-be neighbors, 
answering questions and getting feedback.

ConTinuED on nEXT pAgE 

NIMBYs, YIMBYs and the great divide
Communities are split on the value of new housing developments, and their effects on quality of life
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new residents who are invested in the community.
“Are we going to put one on every corner? No, we’re 

not,” Talbott said. “We can’t stop change. We can’t stop 
progress. And I think we’ve done it tastefully.”

Affordable housing and rental options 
are also critical in the broader context of 
Long Island’s housing crisis. With the ris-
ing cost of homeownership, apartment 
complexes like the Langdon provide alter-
natives for young professionals and fami-
lies who would otherwise be priced out. 

While NIMBY resistance often focuses 
on perceived disruptions, housing devel-
opments are increasingly seen as neces-
sary to ensure that communities remain 
vibrant, inclusive and economically sus-
tainable.

Bob Barker, president of the Locust-
wood Gotham Civic Association, in 
Elmont, said he believes that building 
affordable housing — or changing zoning 
laws to allow it — could help solve a nag-
ging issue in some neighborhoods vacant 
houses.

“There are a lot of unoccupied build-
ings that are causing a blight in the com-
munity,” Barker said. “Let’s get rid of 
these zombie homes. Let’s get rid of these 
structures that have been there for years 
that are boarded up and look tacky.”

Best Neighborhood, a website that tracks real 
estate data, reports that the average vacancy rate in 
Nassau County is roughly 6 percent.

Converting vacant homes into affordable housing, 

Barker argues, would benefit the community twofold: 
It would create more options for young people or fam-
ilies in need of affordable housing while eliminating 
properties that are poorly maintained and increasing-
ly dilapidated. The economic benefits, Barker added, 

could also help towns attract new resi-
dents, generate more property tax reve-
nue and boost local businesses.

And, he said, renovating existing 
homes to create accessory dwelling units 
could create jobs for local contractors.

“You want people to say, ‘You know 
what? This is a great program,’” Barker 
said.

But, he cautioned, community input is 
essential in determining what kinds of 
affordable housing make sense — wheth-
er apartments or smaller homes that can 
be converted into multi-family rentals.

“These are things you have to look at 
in terms of how best the community 
agrees with it,” Barker said. “The com-
munity should play a vital part in what 
kind of structures and buildings are 
built.”

And, he stressed, just because current 
laws may limit development doesn’t mean 
they can’t be changed. As the community 
evolves over the years, laws need to 
reflect that change, and existing ones may 

not truly benefit the community.
“You can make amendments to the laws to make 

them better,” Barker said. “Progress is about change, 
and the only way you can do that is by amending the 
laws. We have to be proactive, and not reactive.”

Debating the pros and cons of new housing
Continued from PreViouS Page

NIMBY (Not In My Backyard) 

 ■ Oppose apartment projects as too extensive 

 ■ Cite traffic, utility strain, crowded schools, and 
loss of green space 

 ■ Fear suburban character will be lost

 ■ Skeptical of accessory dwelling units 

 ■ Support quality of life over rapid growth

YIMBY (Yes, In My Backyard) 

 ■ Welcome new housing, including affordable 
units 

 ■ Say opponents dominate public hearings while 
younger renters are absent 

 ■ Argue that housing shortages and rising costs 
price out new residents

 ■ View projects like the Langdon, in Lynbrook, as 
revitalization 

 ■ Advocate reusing vacant “zombie homes” as 
affordable housing

NIMBYism vs. YIMBYism 
on Long Island

Y ou can’t go 
and change 

the zoning in 
a residential 
area to allow 
an apartment 
building and 
then ‘save our 
suburbs.’

Marge CoNgeLLo
President, 
Central Bellmore 
Homeowners 
Association
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coming in the

To advertise in these outstanding supplements call 516-569-4000 x250 or email rglickman@liherald.com

Your Health
Breast Cancer 
Awareness

High School
Football Preview
Get ready for an action-packed season with the 2025 
High School Football Preview — your ultimate guide 
to the upcoming year in local high school football. This 
special section highlights the teams, standout players, key 
matchups, and expert analysis of what to expect under the 
Friday night lights.
Look for the Basketball Preview on Dec. 18.

SEPT.

11
OCT.

16
Higher 
Education
Higher education is more than just earning a degree—
it’s a gateway to personal growth, career success, and 
community development. This special supplement explores 
the transformative impact of colleges and universities 
on individuals and society, highlighting the latest trends, 
opportunities, and resources available to students and 
lifelong learners.
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16
Join the fi ght against breast cancer. Early detection 
saves lives. Together, we raise awareness, support 
survivors, and fund research for a brighter, healthier 
future.
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Great Homes
Great Homes showcases current listings, local 
realtors, and real estate services. Larger ads and 
targeted distribution make it the perfect way to 
grow your business.



Se
pt

em
be

r 4
, 2

02
5 

— 
GL

EN
 C

OV
E 

HE
RA

LD
10

Photos courtesy Glen Cove City School District

Students at Deasy Elementary School were welcomed back with brightly colored  signs outside the school.

Students across the Glen Cove City School Dis-
trict arrived bright and early on Sept. 2 for the first 
day of the 2025–26 school year, greeted by teachers, 
principals, and a sense of fresh beginnings. This 
year marks a milestone as Alexa Doeschner  begins 
her tenure as superintendent, ushering in new lead-
ership while students filled hallways with the ener-
gy and anticipation that comes with a new academic 
year. From kindergartners stepping into classrooms 
for the first time to high school seniors beginning 
their final chapter, the day reflected both excitement 
and promise for the months ahead.

–Roksana Amid

First day excitement fills district classrooms

Roksana Amid/Herald photos

Giulia G. excitedly waited for the bus to school 
to start her first day of kindergarten.

Students at Gribbin 
Elementary School sat 
on the classroom rug  
together with smiles as 
they start the school 
year together.

School and city officials happily greeted students at Connolly 
Elementary School  as they got off the bus.

Alexa Doeschner, right, captured the excitement of the 
brand new school year by taking selfies with students.

WHAT’S NEWS IN AND OUT OF THE CLASSROOM

HERALD SCHOOLS
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SERVING LONG ISLAND  
FOR OVER 50 YEARS! 
We can install a custom designed sprinkler 
system for your home without any damage 
to your existing lawn and shrubs.

IRRIGATION & LANDSCAPING 
LIGHTING SPECIALISTS

ANY NEW INSTALLATION
WITH THIS AD

•  New Installations
•  Revamping of Existing Systems
•  Winterize & Summerize
•  Rain Sensors
•  Landscape Lighting Specialists
•  Certified Backflow Testers

www.LawnSpr ink lers .com
516-486-7500 // 333 Baldwin Road Hempstead, NY 11550

THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE SERVICE 
VAN IN THE SPRINKLER INDUSTRY...
AND WE HAVE 25 ON THE ROAD EACH DAY TO SERVE YOU!

SUFFOLK COUNTY 
LICENSE 1629-RP/3462-RE

NASSAU COUNTY 
LICENSE HI815700000

SERVING LONG ISLAND  
FOR OVER 50 YEARS! 
We can install a custom designed sprinkler 
system for your home without any damage 
to your existing lawn and shrubs.

•  New Installations
•  Revamping of Existing Systems
•  Winterize & Summerize
•  Rain Sensors
•  Landscape Lighting Specialists
•  Certified Backflow Testers

w w w . L a w n S p r i n k l e r s . c o m
516-486-7500  // 333 Baldwin Road Hempstead, NY 11550

THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE SERVICE 
VAN IN THE SPRINKLER INDUSTRY...
AND WE HAVE 25 ON THE ROAD EACH DAY TO SERVE YOU!

SUFFOLK COUNTY 
LICENSE 

NASSAU COUNTY 
LICENSE HI815700000
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MID SUMMER SPECIAL
$10000 OFF 

ALL NEW 
INSTALLATIONS

LAWN SPRINKLER & 
LANDSCAPE LIGHTING  
SPECIALISTS

• New Installations
• Revamping of Existing Systems
• Winterize & Summerize
• Rain Sensors
• WiFi Timers
• Landscape Lighting Specialists
• Certified Backflow Testers

Questions of favoritism linger at meeting
it’s tabled.” Silverman added, “It’s something that I’m 
finding out right here, as you’re all finding it out, and 
it just doesn’t seem like the proper process.”

Silverman also questioned the timing of the resolu-
tion — added to the agenda on Friday for a meeting the 
following Tuesday — and asked why, if the administra-
tion learned the contract wouldn’t be ready, council 
members weren’t notified sooner. 

Panzenbeck replied that there were “extenuating 
circumstances” and said, “You could have called me — 
I’m always around,” but later conceded to Silverman, 
“You could keep your City Council informed of what’s 
going on.” 

Councilwoman Danielle Fugazy Scagliola cautioned 
that the public debate was getting ahead of the paper-
work, calling the discussion “premature.” 

Residents pressed the council on why Cove Sports 
would not be subject to an RFP, as other city tenants 
have been. “How come there was no RFP for the sports 
thing?” Ronnie Chastain asked. “I think it’s great that 
we have a sports thing in this city, and I know a lot of 
people that use it, but I don’t understand why it’s ok to 
do this for one business, but not another business.”

Panzenbeck said she had learned that an RFP was 
not legally required in this case. 

“The present tenant has a lease,”  City Attorney Tip 
Henderson said. “If we put it out for bid, the bid would 
not nullify that lease and the present tenant would 
continue there, and the bid would be worthless.” Hen-
derson said that the city’s motivation was to “move 
ahead” because the tenant “is ready to expend quite a 
sum of money to improve the building.”

The exchange revived comparisons to the debate 
over The View Grill, the city-owned restaurant on Lat-
tingtown Road, two years ago. Restaurant tenant 

Jeanine Dimenna said that she had spoken with both 
former Mayor Tim Tenke and Panzenbeck, after Pan-
zenbeck was elected in 2022, about extending her lease. 
In August 2023, the city released an RFP for the proper-
ty rather than granting Dimenna an extension.

“After what I was put through, I don’t think that any 
person who grew up in this community should have to 
put up with an RFP in general,” Dimenna told the Her-
ald after last week’s meeting. “I think they should look 
at people’s merits, look at the positives that it does for 
the community.”

Resident Mary Grace Cipriano said she was told 
two years ago that RFPs were the law. “It doesn’t sound 
like it’s the law anymore,” she said, “but we were told 
it was.” 

Panzenbeck responded that the restaurant and Cove 
Sports were “different situations,” but said she did not 
want to disclose the information publicly. Henderson 
said that The View’s lease had expired, while Cove 
Sports is in the middle of its lease.

Cove Sports co-owner Dominic Gatti urged the 
council to consider the practical disruption of repeat-
ed bidding cycles. “It’s very difficult on the business,” 
he said. “It disrupts the community outreach. It dis-
rupts business relationships.”

Councilman John Zozzaro argued that process must 
be even-handed. “Two years ago, you said this is the 
law, to prevent people like us from giving it to our 
friends without giving anyone a fair chance,” he told 
Councilman Kevin Maccarone. “Where is the law for 
this? The process is not consistent.”

Maccarone pointed to an instance in the past year 
when the council approved a license for another city 
building without an RFP — the Glen Cove Police 
Benevolent Associations use of space near the Glen 
Cove  golf course.

Fugazy Scagliola replied that the PBA situation 
involved a matter of public safety and a partnership 
with a community organization, again stressing that 
council members rely on legal guidance. “We don’t 
make the rules,” she said. “At the end of the day, we 
follow the advice that we’re given by legal.” 

Panzenbeck said that the city’s and Cove Sports 
attorneys are still trying to fine-tune some things they 
differ on, and that the council could bring the item 
back for a vote. “If they come to an agreement, we’ll 
vote on it,” she said. “If they don’t, we won’t.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Roksana Amid/ Herald 

Megan Sajewski spoke about what the sports facility 
means to her 10-year-old son. 



Se
pt

em
be

r 4
, 2

02
5 

— 
GL

EN
 C

OV
E 

HE
RA

LD
12

By NIKO SCARLATOS
sports@liherald.com

The iconic Welsh soccer club Wrex-
ham AFC (Association Football Club) 
touched down in Massapequa, bringing 
with it a wave of excitement, skill, and 
inspiration during a two-week youth 
soccer camp that captivated young play-
ers and families from across Long 
Island beginning Aug. 18 at John J. 
Burns Park.

The camp, hosted by the Massapequa 
Soccer Club, was made possible through 
the combined efforts of the Massapequa 
Soccer Club, the Long Island Junior Soc-
cer League, the American Soccer Club, 
and the Town of Oyster Bay. According 
to Paul Bigilin, director of coaching for 
Massapequa Soccer Club, the collabora-
tion with Wrexham was a dream come 
true for the local soccer community.

“We were able to connect with Wrex-
ham and collaborate to hold a camp here 
for two weeks in August,” said Bigilin.

Wrexham AFC is co-owned by actors 
Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney.

The camp was a huge hit, drawing 
young soccer enthusiasts from Long 
Island and beyond. Kids not only had 
the chance to learn the game from top-
level coaches but also to connect with 
fellow players in a positive, high-energy 
environment.

“It has been very well received by the 
parents,” Bigilin said. “We’ve had kids 
from all over Long Island coming to par-
ticipate in this camp. As the director of 
coaching for a community-based club, 
just to provide this experience and 
opportunity for the kids is amazing. It’s 
life-changing for these kids to see pro-
fessionals on TV and now being able to 
train with coaches from Wrexham is 
fantastic.”

One of those kids is Charlotte Ris-
miller, an 8-year-old Massapequa resi-
dent who enthusiastically shared her 
favorite parts of the camp: “My favorite 
part is how fun the drills are. They are 
teaching us cool moves and they’re real-
ly good coaches,” she added. “This camp 
is very fun and we will totally come 
back again next year.”

Her brother, Noah, 9, echoed the 
excitement: “My favorite part is making 
new friends and learning new moves. I 
saw my sister playing soccer and it 
looked fun so I wanted to play too.”

For the coaches from Wrexham AFC, 
the camp was just as rewarding. Josh 
Evans, one of the visiting coaches, 
emphasized the value of cultural 
exchange and building connections 
through sport.

“I think it’s experiencing different 
cultures that makes this cool,” Evans 
said. “I’ve done this for many years now 
and working with different children and 
different age groups never gets old. 
We’re trying to make it educational 

while also having fun at the same time. 
We are running and teaching drills for 
all different aspects of the game.”

Parents, too, have been impressed by 
the professionalism and passion 
brought by the Wrexham team. Roman 
Seltenreich, a father from Farmingdale, 
praised the camp’s atmosphere and 
impact on his children.

“It’s awesome! They really look like 
they live and breed soccer,”  Seltenreich 
said. “Both my kids [Lillian, 9, and 
Charles, 6] have learned so much from 
the coaches while also having a great 
time. I’m definitely going to be talking 
this up to other parents. Every kid that 
plays soccer should be participating in 
this camp.”

Looking ahead, Bigilin hopes this 
inaugural partnership is just the begin-
ning of a lasting relationship between 
Massapequa and Wrexham. 

“We’d like to create a relationship, 
especially here for the community of 
Massapequa, where we would continue 
to host Wrexham AFC coaches for 
camps, and then have the opportunity to 
send Massapequa players, coaches and 
families over to Wales to experience the 
soccer culture they live over there,” Big-
ilin said.

Erik Lee/Herald photos

Wrexham coach Josh Evans spoke to kids during a break in the action Aug. 26 at the iconic Welsh’s soccer club’s youth camp held 
at Massapequa’s John J. Burns Park.

Massapequa hosts Wrexham soccer camp

BRINGING LOCAL SPORTS HOME EVERY WEEK

HERALD SPORTS

Max Strahl, left, and Salvatore Macri 
honed their skills.

Phoenix Mercer was on the move during 
speed and agility training.
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By LUKE FEENEY
lfeeney@liherald.com

Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman has 
announced the formation of  a new specialized strate-
gic response team, set to be deployed across the county, 
which he said would provide an added layer of  securi-
ty and help keep communities safe.

“Our new strategic response team will be equipped 
with people who are experienced, who will be privy to 
intelligence and information on a real-time basis,” 
Blakeman said, “to make sure that they have the infor-
mation they need to make sure that our communities 
are safe.” 

The 40-person team will be rolled out as the school 
year begins, with members working closely with coun-
ty schools and colleges to identify potential threats 
and ensure the safety of  students, teachers and faculty. 

“They will be able to travel and have the flexibility 
to go to places where they are needed,” Blakeman said 
at a news conference on Aug. 27 at the Nassau County 
Police Department Center for Training and Intelli-
gence, alongside Police Commissioner Patrick Ryder, 
county Council of  School Superintendents President 
Marie Testa and Legislators Samantha Goetz, Thomas 
McKevitt and Rose Marie Walker. 

The team will receive weekly intelligence briefings, 
according to Blakeman, who added that drones would 
also be used to monitor schools and communities. 
While he said that the unit’s initial purpose is the mon-
itoring of  schools, its responsibilities could expand to 
handling large public gatherings, such as concerts and 
protest, as well as increased crime activity.

The new response team will serve as another arm 

of  one of  the largest police departments in the state. 
The NCPD currently has the largest mounted unit on 
the East Coast outside New York City, and fully staffed 
K-9 and motorcycle units, alongside 84 tactical officers. 
And the department will be adding 10 members to its 
Emergency Service Unit, according to the county exec-
utive’s office.

Blakeman detailed another county initiative, a $1.4 
million investment in 100 license-plate-reading camer-
as equipped with artificial intelligence that will be 
purchased with asset forfeiture funds. The technology, 
Blakeman said, will help the department recover 
license plate information on cars in Nassau County 
with greater efficiency.

“If  there is a white car that has a golden retriever 
hanging out the window,” he said, “that AI will get us 
every car that is white with a golden retriever hanging 
out the window.”

Ryder praised both initiatives, arguing that they 
demonstrate the lengths the county will go to “protect 
your kids,” and “make sure that they’re safe.”

Testa, the North Bellmore School District superin-
tendent, said that the updated security measures intro-
duced in schools are something that she and the coun-
cil of  superintendents “respect, appreciate and 
admire.”

“We have kept students safe together,” she said. “We 
have kept students happy to come to school together.”

Luke Feeney/Herald

County Executive Bruce Blakeman announced a new police response team at the NCPD Center for Training and 
Intelligence on Aug. 27, along with a $1.4 million investment in cameras equipped with artificial intelligence.

Nassau unveils new strategic police unit
Forty-member squad to deploy as academic year begins, with focus on school and public safety

Nothing Could be Finer 
than Breakfast, Lunch, 

and Dinner at the Diner
Stop By For A Fabulous Meal, 

Quality Food, and Great Service

187 Glen Street - Glen Cove, by CVS. • www.glencovediner.com
516-676-1400 | Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-9pm • Friday & Saturday 8am-10pm • Sunday 8am-7pm

With coupon. Expires 9/8/25

15% 
OFF

Quality Food, and Great Service
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By JEFFREY BESSEN
jbessen@liherald.com

On the floor of the David S. Mack 
Sports and Exhibition Complex at Hofs-
tra University on Aug. 23, the atmo-
sphere was quiet and simultaneously 
busy — like a golf tournament. Volun-
teers picked up their uniforms and cre-
dentials, while organizers moved brisk-
ly, helping them with size changes. 

More than 4,300 volunteers, from 46 
states — including over 2,700 from New 
York — and 28 countries will play a piv-
otal role in the historic Ryder Cup com-
petition Sept. 23 to 28. The biennial 
showdown between the United States 
and Europe will take place on Bethpage 
State Park’s famed Black Course in 
Farmingdale — the first time the presti-
gious event has been held in New York.

Kasey Minnigan, who manages vol-
unteer operations for the Ryder Cup 
through the PGA of America, said the 
event simply wouldn’t be happening 
without the thousands of people who 
signed up to help.

“We are just so excited to be a part of 
it,” said Minnigan, a Rockville Centre 
resident who grew up playing golf in 
Frisco, Texas, where the PGA is head-
quartered. “We get to give (the volun-
teers) access to the event for all six days, 
and they will be provided with two uni-
form shirts, a jacket, a headwear item 
and, most importantly, our credential.”

Minnigan, who captained golf teams 
in both high school, in Frisco, and col-
lege, at St. Francis, in Brooklyn, said that 
each volunteer becomes an ambassador 
for the event, whether on or off shift.

“We have shifts that cover up to 30 
committees — from accessibility shut-
tles to the shops to on the course — 
every little thing is covered by volun-
teers,” she said. “The event would not be 
possible without them. When they’re on 
property during non-scheduled shift 
times, we ask that they wear their head-
wear so they can be easily noticed and 
able to step in if we need them.” 

The merchandise tent — the largest 
the park has ever had for a golf event — 
will be manned by 1,200 volunteers, and 
there will be 1,300 marshals (also volun-
teers) stationed on the rope lines of 
Bethpage Black. Course marshals are 
tasked with crowd control, managing 
the pace of play and maintaining safety 
on the course. 

“They are the backbone of this 
event,” Minnigan said of the volunteers. 
“We are just so grateful that they are 
excited to be a part of it.”

For many, the motivation to volunteer 
was simple: to experience world-class 
golf from just feet away. Sara Blau, a 
native of Brookville who now works for 
Citibank in Manhattan, said the bank 
offered slots to employees, and she 
jumped at the chance.

“I thought it would be a really cool 
opportunity for me to see the tourna-
ment up close,” Blau said. “I’m person-
ally trying to get into golf more, taking 
lessons. I thought this would be a good 
opportunity for the start of my golf 
career.”

She said she sees golf as both a sport 
and a business tool. “It’s a lifelong 
sport, a great way to network, to take 
out clients,” she said. “And it’s just a lot 
of fun.”

For Andres Diez of Austin, Texas, the 
Ryder Cup will be a new volunteer expe-
rience, though he helped out at a For-
mula One race in his home state.

“I started playing as a kid, then took 
a hiatus,” he said. “It’s a great sport, 
especially playing with your friends in 
the summer. It’s a really nice way to 
ground yourself. You’re outdoors, it’s 
amazing. I love golf.” 

Diez, a University of Texas graduate, 
said he was especially excited to see 
Scottie Scheffler — a fellow Longhorn 
who happens to be the top-ranked golfer 
in the world — lead Team USA. 

“Honestly I think it’s worth it,” Diez 
said of the time and expense of travel-
ing to New York.

Other volunteers are veterans of past 
tournaments at Bethpage. Diane and 

Mark Wojcik, of upstate Troy, volun-
teered at the 2019 PGA Championship — 
also contested on Bethpage Black — and 
signed up for the Ryder Cup.

“We really enjoyed it, we had a great 
time, it was a great experience and we 
wanted to do it again,” Diane said.

She will work at the entry gates 
checking credentials, while her husband 
will serve as a marshal on the fourth 
hole — one of his favorites to play on 
the Black Course.

“It’s a lot longer than the courses that 
I usually play, and a lot more difficult, 
with the sand traps and the fescue,” 
Mark said of the course’s tufted grass. 
“It’s not what we’re used to. But that’s 
what makes it so special.”

“What I’m really excited about is just 
meeting new people,” his wife added. 
“We’ve got Europe coming over, USA, I 
just think the whole experience is going 
to be amazing.”

The couple rented a recreational 
vehicle site near Bethpage for the week. 

“After we win,” Mark joked, “the party 
is at our RV camp.”

For Hicksville resident Jonathan 
Gotto, this Ryder Cup has personal 
meaning. His father-in-law, Judge John 
Marks, who died in April 2024, first 
encouraged him to volunteer for the 
PGA tournament in 2019.

“He’s the reason that a lot of us are 
here,” Gotto said. “He was the guy who 
would call you up and say, ‘Hey, what are 
you doing? We’re doing the Ryder Cup 
in September.’”

Gotto admits that he’s not much of a 
golfer. “The best thing I have in my bag 
is a machete to find my ball after I tee 
off,” he said, adding that his fondest 
memory was of serving as a flagman for 
tee shots in 2019.

“I actually had goose bumps because 
it was one of the coolest experiences,” 
he said. “(John) Daly was teeing off, I’m 
standing right next to him shaking, hop-
ing I didn’t mess it up. I’ve got photos of 
Tiger (Woods), (Phil) Mickelson walking 
right next to me. It’s just amazing.”

This year, Gotto will serve as a mar-
shal on holes 4 and 11. “It’s a great week 
to see some of the pros,” he said. “It’s 
just amazing to be part of it.”

The Ryder Cup is one of the few 
sporting events in which volunteers can 
be part of the action without swinging a 
club. For Long Islanders, it’s also a 
chance to showcase their home course 
to the world.

Bethpage Black has built a reputa-
tion as one of the most demanding lay-
outs in golf, with a sign at the first tee 
warning that it is “extremely difficult” 
and recommended only for highly 
skilled players. Previous major tourna-
ments there drew enormous, raucous 
galleries, something both players and 
volunteers expect again.

And for many, the reward will be 
what Blau called “seeing the tourna-
ment up close and personal” — an expe-
rience no TV broadcast could match.

Volunteers will see Ryder Cup up close

Making sure that all the volunteers’ uniforms were the correct size on Aug. 23 was a 
priority for the PGA of America, which is coordinating the competition.

Jeffrey Bessen/Herald photos

Ryder Cup volunteers Sara Blau and Andres Diez checked out the apparel they will wear at the prestigious golf tournament.
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COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD
The Casey Skudin 343 Fund 

HEALTHCARE LEGACY 
AWARD
MICHAEL J. DOWLING
President & CEO

Northwell Health 

HEALTHCARE VISIONARIES 
AWARD 
JOHN K. D’ANGELO, MD, FACEP 
CEO-elect 
Northwell Health

KERRI ANNE SCANLON, MSN, RN, 
FAAN 
SVP & President  

Glen Cove, Plainview, and Syosset Hospitals

Northwell Health

LEONARD ACHAN, RN, MA, ANP 
President & CEO

LiveOnNY

KIMON BEKELIS, MD, 
FAANS, FACS, FAHA 
Director

The Stroke and Brain Aneurysm Center of Long Island 

 

DONALD T. MORRISH, MD, MMM 
CEO 
Episcopal Health Services
 

DYNAMIC DUO AWARD
VANESSA BAIRD-STREETER
President & CEO 
Health and Welfare Council of Long Island

MEET THE 2025 AWARD WINNERS*

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
6:00-9:00PM

The Heritage Club at Bethpage
99 Quaker Meeting House Road

Farmingdale, New York

TO PURCHASE 

TICKETS VISIT

richnerlive.com/

healthcare-awards 

or scan here

LORI ANDRADE
Executive Vice President

Health and Welfare Council of Long Island

 
POWER COUPLE AWARD
LINDA HARKAVY, MD 
Founder, CEO and Medical Director 
Form & Function Aesthetics and Wellness 

MITCHELL GOLDSTEIN, MD 
Orthopedic Surgeon and Co-Founder 

Form & Function Aesthetics and Wellness 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CHAMPIONS
INTEGRATIVE HOLISTIC CENTER TEAM 
Cohen Children’s Medical Center, Northwell Health

THE LEND TEAM
Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and 

Related Disabilities 
Stony Brook University 

EXCELLENCE IN 
HEALTHCARE HONOREES  
LON HECHT 
CEO 
CARE2U

JESSICA COLON BOHANNON 
Founder & Board President

Long Island Nurses Honor Guard, Inc.

KAREN BOORSHTEIN
President & CEO 
Family Service League

JORDAN BRODSKY, MD, FACR
Rheumatologist

Rheumatology Consultants 

BRIAN CABEZAS 
COO 
People’s Arc of Suffolk 

NICHOLAS DIPIETRO 
Clinic Director, Family Treatment and Recovery Centers

Family & Children’s Association (FCA) 

JOSEPHINE FITZPATRICK
Founder & CEO, Innovation Healthy Market | Author & Nutrition Expert

Innovation Weight Loss and Healthy Market

 

HOWARD GOODMAN, DC 
Weight Loss Doctor 

The Long Island Weight Loss Doctor

JONATHAN JASSEY, DO, FAAP
Founding Pediatrician 
Concierge Pediatrics 

 

ANNE Y. F. LIN ’84P, 
’86PHARM.D., FNAP
Dean & Professor

College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences 
St. John’s University

VANESSA MORILLO, LCSW
Lead Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Harmony Healthcare Long Island

 
KELLY MURPHY
SVP & General Counsel 

Henry Schein 

KAREN PAIGE, MBA, RN,  
CPHQ, CPPS, CPXP, OCN 
EVP & COO 

Episcopal Health Services

DIMITRIA PAPADOPOULOS, MD 
Founder

Bellmore Dermatology

SAMANTHA RENIERIS, MS, 
CCC-SLP, TSSLD 
Speech-Language Pathologist 

The Speech Language Place 

BERNADETTE RILEY, MD, D.O., 
M.S., FACOFP, DABFM 
Professor and Director, Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome / 

Hypermobility Treatment Center

New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic 

Medicine

ALLA SHENKMAN, MD
Medical Director of Syosset 

PM Pediatric Care

DANIELLE HAMILTON, RN, MSN
Director of Wellness 

Sayville Brightview Senior Living

GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS

*List in Formation

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

EMCEE
KRISTIN THORNE

Investigative Reporter

Law&Crime

For more information or to sponsor this event, 

contact Amy Amato 

Executive Director, Corporate Relations and Events  

at aamato@richnerlive.com or 516.569.4000 x224

CHARITY BENEFICIARY

healthcare-awards 

or scan here

For more information or to sponsor this event, 

contact Amy Amato 

PLATINUM SPONSOR

13
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90
9



Se
pt

em
be

r 4
, 2

02
5 

— 
GL

EN
 C

OV
E 

HE
RA

LD
16

From

to table
End-of-summer 
dining al fresco

Foreigner
Legendary rock band Foreigner visits 
Tilles Center for a special one-night-
only benefi t concert, hosted by 
original lead singer Lou Gramm. Hear 
special acoustic renditions of the 
band’s biggest hits such as “Cold As 
Ice,” “Juke Box Hero”, “Waiting For 
A Girl Like You,” “I Want To Know 
What Love Is,” “Hot Blooded,” 
and more in a rare and intimate 
unplugged format. The concert 
celebrates the band’s groundbreaking 
collaboration with Tilles Center LIU 
Post Theatre Company to develop 
and stage “Feels Like The First 
Time — The Foreigner Musical.”All 
proceeds from the evening will 
support the production and LIU and 
Tilles Center’s New Works Initiative. 
This exciting new production is to 
be directed directed by Broadway 
icon Adam Pascal (“Rent,””Aida,” 
“Cabaret,”, “Chicago,”, “Something 
Rotten!” ) slated to premiere in April 
2026. Pascal also performs with 
Foreigner in what is sure to be a truly 
memorable event.

Friday, Sept. 5, 8 p.m. Tilles Center, 
LIU Post campus, 720 Northern 
Blvd., Brookville. Tickets available at 
ticketmaster.com or tillescenter.org or 
(516) 299-3100.

L abor Day may have come and gone, but 
there are still opportunities to fi re up 
that grill to savor summer’s waning days 

before we head into apple picking, pumpkins 
and all those harvest season delights around the 
corner.
 When it comes to entertaining outdoors, 
easy yet fl avorful dishes that spotlight the 
season’s bounty can keep prep time to a 
minimum. Plus, they’re sure to please guests’ 
palates. 

Skirt Steak 
with Roasted Corn Salad
• 1 1/2 pounds skirt steak, cut into 4-inch pieces
• 1/3 cup Tabasco Chipotle Pepper Sauce
• 1 tablespoon ground cumin
• 1 large garlic clove, crushed

 In a large bowl, combine chipotle pepper 
sauce, cumin and garlic; add skirt steaks. Toss 
to mix well; cover and refrigerate at least 30 
minutes or overnight.
 Preheat grill to high. Grill skirt steak about 5 
minutes, or until of desired doneness, turning 
once. To serve, plate steak with corn salad.

Corn Salad
• 4 ears corn on the cob, shucked
• 2 large tomatoes, chopped
• 1 small red onion, diced
• 1 ripe avocado, peeled, pitted and diced
• 2 tablespoons fresh chopped basil
• 2 tablespoons lime juice
• 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
• 1 tablespoon Tabasco Chipotle Pepper Sauce
• 1/4 teaspoon salt 
 To prepare corn salad: Preheat grill to medium. 
Grill corn about 5 to 10 minutes, turning 
frequently, until tender-crisp. When cool enough 
to handle, cut corn from cob. In medium bowl, 
combine corn, tomatoes, red onion, avocado, 
basil, lime juice, olive oil, chipotle pepper sauce to 
taste, and salt; toss to mix well.

Hoisin Garlic Drumsticks 
with Tomato-Corn Salad
• 8 chicken drumsticks, about 2 pounds total
• Kosher salt, to taste
• Ground black pepper, to taste
• 1/2 cup hoisin garlic sauce or hoisin barbecue  
 sauce
• 3 ears corn
• 1 pound tomatoes, cut into small dice
• 1/4 cup olive oil
• Thinly sliced basil leaves, for garnish

 Season drumsticks with salt and pepper, 
and rub with about 1/3 cup hoisin sauce, 
reserving rest for basting. 
 Marinate at least 30 minutes, up to four 
hours.
 As chicken is marinating, prepare grill for 
both direct (medium-high heat) and indirect 
cooking. Discard used marinade.
 Grill chicken, starting with skin side down, 
about 8-10 minutes, keeping lid closed as much 
as possible and turning chicken once or twice. 
 Move to indirect heat, cover grill and 
continue to cook for another 25-35 minutes 
until juices run clear and an internal temperature 
of 165∫F has been reached, basting with extra 
sauce occasionally in last 10 minutes of cooking.
 To make salad, boil corn if needed for about 
2-3 minutes, then cut kernels off cob.
 Toss with tomatoes and olive oil. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper and stir in basil.
 Serve salad and drumsticks together.

Mediterranean Vegetables 
• 3 tablespoons rice vinegar (seasoned) 
• 1/4 cup olive oil
• 1 teaspoon salt, plus extra, to taste
• 1/2 teaspoon pepper, plus extra, to taste
• 1 tablespoon, plus 1 1/2 teaspoons, fresh
 parsley, chopped
• 1 1/2 teaspoons fresh garlic, minced 
• 1 cup fresh zucchini, sliced into 1 3/4-inch
 long, 1/4-inch thick planks
• 1 cup fresh green pepper strips

• 1 cup fresh red pepper strips
• 8 fresh stalks asparagus, slicing off 1/4 inch  
 from bottom of stalk 
• 1 fresh portobello mushroom, sliced into 
 1/2- inch squares
• 1 cup fresh eggplant, diced into 1/2-inch  
 squares

Heat grill to 375 F.
 In large bowl, mix together rice vinegar, olive 
oil, salt, pepper, parsley and garlic to create 
marinade.
 Clean vegetables then place them in 
marinade in small batches. Toss to coat then 
place in foil pouch. Pour remaining marinade 
over vegetables and seal pouch.
 Bake in oven or over indirect heat on grill 25 
minutes. Add salt and pepper, to taste, after 
removing pouch from heat. 
 Chef’s tip: Open pouch after 20 minutes of 
cooking and allow vegetables to crisp slightly 
under direct heat for remaining 5 minutes.

STEPPING OUT

Maren Morris
Maren Morris brings “The Dreamsicle 
Tour” to the Paramount stage with 
special guest Jade LeMac. Morris 
has broken boundaries, smashed 
records and affi rmed herself as a 
dynamic vocalist, prolifi c songwriter 
and showstopping performer. Her 
catalog encompasses a trio of 
acclaimed albums, namely “Hero” 
(2016), “Girl” (2019), and “Humble 
Quest” (2022). She’s the rare force of 
nature equally suited to collaborating 
with Zedd on the 6x-platinum “The 
Middle” or duetting with everyone 
from Taylor Swift, Stevie Nicks and 
Sheryl Crow to Teddy Swims and 
Hozier. She entered a bold new era 
with the release of her “Intermission” 
EP in August, which features the 
MUNA-produced and playful single 
“Push Me Over.” Maren promises to 
be unapologetically herself — and 
it shows in this music and in what is 
next to come.

Wednesday, Sept. 10, 7:30 p.m. 
$114.25, $92, $71.75, $65.25. The 
Paramount, 370 New York Ave., 
Huntington. Tickets available at 
ticketmaster.com or paramountny.com.

By Karen Bloom

Skirt Steak 
with Roasted Corn Salad

Hoisin Garlic Drumsticks 
with Tomato-Corn Salad

Mediterranean 
Vegetables 
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Having an event?
Items on the Calendar page
are listed free of charge. The 
Herald welcomes listings of 
upcoming events, community 
meetings and items of public 
interest. All submissions 
should include date, time 
and location of the event, 
cost, and a contact name and 
phone number. Submissions 
can be emailed to kbloom@
liherald.com.

Deep Roots Farmers 
Market
Shop fresh and local at Deep 
Roots Farmers Market! Enjoy a 
vibrant selection of Long Island-
grown produce, artisanal goods, 
fresh baked items, handmade 
crafts, and more. The market 
also features live music, family-
friendly activities, and community 
vendors. Come support local 
farmers and makers, rain or 
shine!

�•��Where: 100 Garvies Point Road
•��Time: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
•��Contact: (516) 676-6666

Mayor’s Snapper Derby
City-sponsored event for 
Glen Cove resident children 
ages 6-16 features a fun and 

Allyn P. Udell Hello 
Dolly Foundation, Inc. 
Walk
Join in the Allyn P. Udell 
Hello Dolly Foundation, Inc.’s 
community walk along the 
beautiful Garvies Point esplanade. 
This uplifting event supports 
local causes and brings people 
together for a great morning 
of wellness, awareness, and 
community spirit. All are welcome 
to participate!

�•��Where: Garvies Point 
Esplanade

•��Time: 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Glen Cove Street Fair
Enjoy a day of pure fun at the 
Annual Glen Cove Street Fair. With 
food, vendors and entertainment.

�•��Where: Glen Street and School 
Street

•��Time: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
•��Contact: (516) 676-2000

E-Waste Collection
Drop off your electronic waste at 
Glen Cove’s fall E-Waste event. 
Items such as desktops, tablets, 
printers, and other electronics 
under 100 lbs will be accepted. 
Proof of residency required.

�•��Where: Winters Bros. Waste 
Systems, Morris Ave.

•��Time: 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
•��Contact: (516) 676-4402

Jr. Soccer 
Parade
Celebrate the kickoff 
of the youth soccer 
season at the Glen 
Cove Jr. Soccer Parade.

Join players, coaches, families, and 
fans as they march from Finley 
Middle School in a spirited display 
of community pride and team 
spirit. A great way to support local 
youth athletics!

•��Where: Finley Middle School,
1 Forest Ave.

•��Time: 10-11 a.m.

SEPT

13

Locust Valley 
Garden Club
Visitors and potential 
new members 
are welcome to 
The Garden Club’s 

next meeting. Participate in 
“Tatakizome - Japanese Hammer 
Art,” led by program chair Jane 
Benstock, Use garden blossoms to 
create beautiful small art pieces 
at the hands-on session. Bring 
a hammer; all other materials 
provided. The “themed” lunch 
is “Back-to-School-Lunchbox” 
plates, sides, snacks and desserts. 
•��Where: 170 Buckram Road, 

Locust Valley
•��Time: 10 a.m.
•��Contact: Larraine Tassis, 

ltassis@aol.com, or 
(516) 759-5694

SEPT

17

HMTC Book 
Club
The Holocaust 
Memorial & Tolerance 
Center of Nassau 
County welcomes 

all to its virtual book club with 
Dr. Linda Burghardt, Scholar-in-
Residence. Discuss “Bearer of Bad 
News,” by Elisabeth Dini. In this 
debut novel, the long shadow of 
the Holocaust casts its darkness 

SEPT

10

9/11 Sunset 
Remembrance 
Ceremony
The City of Glen Cove 
welcomes all to honor 
24th anniversary 

of 9/11 with a solemn Sunset 
Remembrance Ceremony. This 
is a time for the community to 
come together in reflection and 
remembrance. 

•��Where: Pratt Park (next to the 
Glen Cove Fire Department)

•��Time: 6:30 p.m.
•��Contact: (516) 676-2004

SEPT

11

On Exhibit 
Nassau County 
Museum of Art’s 
latest exhibition, “At 
Play,” surveys artists’ 
perennial fascination 

with entertainment in all forms. 
Framing this topic between 
the nineteenth century Belle 
Époque and today, the exhibit 
includes  works by Pablo Picasso, 
Reginald Marsh, Everett Shinn, 
and Max Beckmann among many 
others. The works are gathered 
to represent a wide range of 
expressions, from entertainment-
related activities to the 
fascinating personalities involved. 
It encompasses dance, music, 
theater, movies, circus, boating, 
and beach scenes, along with 
horseracing and various sports, 
both active and passive Also 
featured are archival items from 
The Metropolitan Opera and the 
New York Philharmonic, including 
costumes by Marc Chagall for Die 
Zauberflöte, vintage fashion 
items by such designers as Alfred 
Shaheen, and iconic costumes 
from the Folies-Bergère in Paris. 
On view until Nov. 9.

•��Where: 1 Museum Drive, 
Roslyn Harbor

•��Time: Ongoing
•��Contact: nassaumuseum.org or 

(516) 484-9337

SEPT

4

STOP with 
Paper 
Shredding
A second opportunity 
is available to 
participate in Glen 

Cove’s hazardous waste and 
paper shredding programs. Bring 
household chemicals, paints, 
and other pollutants to the 
STOP event, and securely shred 
personal documents. Proof of 
residency required. 

•��Where: Winters Bros. Waste 
Systems, Morris Ave.

•��Time: 8 a.m.–2 p.m.
•��Contact: (516) 676-4402

SEPT

6

Art Talk
Join John Grande when 
he visits Nassau County 
Museum of Art. The 
New York-based artist 
reflects upon modern 

and contemporary culture with his 
constructed paintings, sculptures, 
and murals while carefully utilizing 
techniques and traditions as 
far-reaching those of Old Master 
painters, 19th-century artists to 
20th-century advertising and Pop 
Art. His subjects are diverse, often 
readily recognizable and at times 
quite humorous: from glamorous 
Hollywood stars to the art world 
itself and the grittier subjects of 
street art. $20, $15 seniors, $10 
students, members free. Limited 

SEPT

7

YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD CALENDAR

The Australian Pink Floyd Show
After over 40 years performing, it is time to shine on again with The Australian Pink Floyd Show. Be there when the 
band returns from Down Under to the Paramount stage. The seminal album Wish You Were Here is performed in its 
entirety, including all nine parts of “Shine On You Crazy Diamond,” along with more of Pink Floyd’s greatest hits 
from The Dark Side of the Moon and The Wall. See what critics have acclaimed as “the gold standard” of tribute 
acts with stunning special effects that re-create Pink Floyd’s legendary stage shows. The band delivers a memorable 

experience. — with colorful lighting and video, pinpoint lasers, gargantuan inflatables and 
flawless live sound that was the benchmark of Pink Floyd shows. Replicating music from 
every phase of Pink Floyd’s journey, this tour reinforces the band’s dedication to the heritage 
of Barrett, Waters, Gilmour, Wright & Mason. With songs that mean so much to Pink Floyd 
fans everywhere, this is an unforgettable tribute to an iconic band’s classic album. $105.25, 
$88, $77.75, $66.25, $55.75.

SEP

17
�•��Where: The Paramount, 370 

New York Ave., Huntington
•�Time: 7:30 p.m.
•��Contact: ticketmaster.com 

or paramountny.com

friendly fishing competition. 
Organized in partnership with 
local angling clubs, the Derby 
includes divisions for ages 6–10 
and 11–16, with awards for top 
catches and the “Best Angler.” 
Participants should bring their 
own rod and reel. While supplies 
last, registrants receive a derby 
t-shirt, hot dog and soda, and a 
raffle ticket for prize drawings at 
the end of the event.

�•��Where: Pryibil Beach Fishing 
Pier, Glen Cove

•��Time: 8:30 a.m.
•��Contact: (516) 676-2000

seating. Registration required. 

•��Where: 1 Museum Drive, 
Roslyn Harbor 

•��Time: 3 p.m.
•��Contact: nassaumuseum.org or 

(516) 484-9337 

over two sisters and an emerald 
necklace that both connects them 
and tears them apart, entangling 
one more young woman, Lucy 
Rey, in its mystery. Now, 80 years 
after the necklace was lost, 
it takes Lucy up and over the 
majestic Dolomite mountains 
of northern Italy in a cinematic 
search to find the jewels and the 
sister who seems to know where 
they are. 

•��Where: Zoom 
•��Time: 1-2 p.m.
•��Contact: hmtcli.org or

(516) 571-8040



By HERNESTO GALDAMEZ
hgaldamez@liherald.com

Nassau Community College recently 
hosted the first graduation of Rebound 
on the Road, a program led by former 
NBA star Jayson Williams that helps 
people recovering from addiction and 
incarceration earn commercial driver’s 
licenses and start new careers.

The initiative came to Long Island 
last fall after Nassau County officials 
approached the college about providing 
space for Williams’ nonprofit to expand.

“The county executive reached out to 
me and asked if the college would like 
to participate,” Jerry Kornbluth, NCC’s 
vice president of community and gov-
ernment relations said. “We were just 
providing space for him. We gave him 
three parking lots for the trucks, a class-
room, and office space for staff, includ-
ing a psychologist and psychiatrist.”

Williams, a standout at St. John’s 
University and former New Jersey Net, 
developed the program after serving 27 
months in prison. Drawing on his recov-
ery journey and his father’s ties to the 
trucking industry, he launched Rebound 
on the Road in Florida before expanding 
to Nassau.

He said that while playing in the 
NBA All-Star Game at Madison Square 
Garden was a career highlight, the work 
he is doing now carries a deeper mean-
ing. Helping people who need a second 

chance, he explained, has given him a 
greater sense of peace and purpose.

“Helping people that you know proba-
bly can never, ever repay you is one of 
the best feelings you can ever have,” 
Williams said. “I tell people all the time, 
they ask what gives me peace these 
days, and I say, when people can depend 
on me.”

Earlier this month, 12 participants 

completed NCC’s first eight-week 
cohort. The program ran seven days a 
week, and all graduates secured full-
time jobs immediately after finishing, 
with starting salaries of about $75,000.

“They all had their families there, 
and it was extremely emotional to watch 
how appreciative they were,” Kornbluth 
said. “For the first time, possibly in 
their lives, they saw their child turning 

around and becoming a productive 
member of society.”

The program extends beyond CDL 
training. Each day begins with greet-
ings and a “word of the day” discussion. 
Participants are expected to respect 
classmates, maintain attendance, and 
follow staff guidance from professionals 
including a psychologist and psychia-
trist. Those who miss classes are 
removed from the cohort but may try 
again later.

“It’s not just about teaching folks 
how to drive tractor-trailers,” Kornblu-
th said. “There’s a religious component, 
a mental health component, and tremen-
dous camaraderie within the group.”

Williams’ personal history makes 
him a powerful role model, Kornbluth 
added.

“He doesn’t put himself above the 
students. He’s been there, and they can 
relate to him,” he said. “Even though 
they’re not traditional students, partici-
pants are on a college campus, and that 
gives them a sense of connection. This 
is another example of Nassau Commu-
nity College opening its doors to provide 
support.”

The college hopes to expand the pro-
gram statewide through the SUNY com-
munity college system, calling it “a 
strong engine for workforce and eco-
nomic development.”

The next class is scheduled to begin 
in September.

Program gives them a second chance in life

Courtesy Nassau Community College

Nassau Community College hosted the first graduation of Rebound on the Road, led 
by former NBA star Jayson Williams.
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PRESENTED BY: 
IT’S 

FREE! 

FREE LUNCH* 

PROVIDED BY 

*FOR THE FIRST 

150 ATTENDEES 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26  

10AM-12:30PM 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE RECREATION CENTER 

111 N Oceanside Rd, Rockville Centre 

ENJOY A HILARIOUS TIME AT OUR 

COMEDY SHOW FEATURING 

COMEDIAN 

LARRY IZZO! 
REGISTER FOR THIS FREE EVENT AT: 

SEPTEXPO.EVENTBRITE.COM  

OR EMAIL 

DMCDERMOTT@LIHERALD.COM  

or call 516.569.4000 x243  

or scan here! 

Gift Bag Sponsors Silver Sponsors 

Psychic 
Readings 

with Andrija 
Nicholas

NO PURCHASE 

NECESSARY: 

ATTEND TO WIN!*Must be present to win

13
14

93
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT  
COUNTY OF NASSAU
MTGLQ Investors, L.P.,  
Plaintiff
AGAINST
Adventure Corp.; et al.,  
Defendant(s) 
Pursuant to a Judgment  
of Foreclosure and Sale  
duly entered August  
13, 2024, I, the  
undersigned Referee,  
will sell at public  
auction at the North  
Side Steps of the 

Nassau County  
Supreme Court at 100  
Supreme Court Drive,  
Mineola, NY 11501 on  
September 22, 2025, at  
2:00PM, premises  
known as 53 Robinson  
Avenue, Glen Cove, NY  
11542.  All that certain  
plot, piece or parcel of  
land, with the buildings  
and improvements  
thereon erected,  
situate, lying and being  
in the City of Glen  
Cove, County of  
Nassau, State of New 

York, Section 21 Block  
19 Lot 129.   
Approximate amount  
of judgment  
$660,029.98 plus  
interest and costs.   
Premises will be sold  
subject to provisions of  
filed Judgment Index#  
015093/2007.
Foreclosure auction will  
be held “Rain or  
Shine”
Maria Sideris, Esq.,  
Referee
LOGS Legal Group LLP  
f/k/a Shapiro, DiCaro &  

Barak, LLC
Attorney(s) for the  
Plaintiff
175 Mile Crossing  
Boulevard
Rochester, New York  
14624
(877) 430-4792
Dated: August 6, 2025
For sale information,  
please visit  
www.Auction.com or  
call (800) 280-2831
155302

Public Notices
LGLE1
0904

Place a notice by phone at 
516-569-4000 x232 or email: 
legalnotices@liherald.com  

By WILL SHEELINE
wsheeline@liherald.com

Families from across the North Shore 
School District and beyond lined up at 
the Glen Cove Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post on Aug. 13 to take part in the first-
ever Backpack Day by NOSH Delivers, 
an event that supplied nearly 500 chil-
dren with new school bags filled with 
supplies.

The nonprofit food pantry partnered 
with the Glen Head Country Club Chari-
table Foundation, which donated the 
backpacks, and Supplies for Success to 
make the day possible. Dozens of volun-
teers handed out backpacks organized 
by grade level, from early elementary 
through high school, along with pens, 
pencils, notebooks and other essentials.

Christine Rice, president of the 
board at NOSH, said the country club’s 
generosity provided the foundation for 
the program. 

“The Glen Head Country Club really 
provided the underpinnings, if you will, 
of this backpack event,” Rice said. “It 
was an overwhelming success, and we 
gave out probably in the area, close to 
500 backpacks.”

Families registered in advance to 
receive a backpack, but demand exceed-
ed expectations. Rice added that the 
organization had families coming in as 
recent as the first day of the North 
Shore school year to grab a backpack.

Courtney Callahan, NOSH’s director 
of youth and community engagement 
and a co-founder of the pantry, orga-
nized the event after years of experi-
ence working with school supply drives

She described her inspiration coming 
from her time in the Englewood neigh-
borhood of Chicago, where backpack 
giveaways were treated as community 
celebrations despite regional poverty.

“Families are really poor on the 
south side (of Chicago), and basically 
everyone needs help with backpacks 
and supplies,” Callahan said. “But it 
was done with such dignity and human-
ity…and I thought ‘Wow, this is exactly 
what it’s all about.’”

She said she wanted to bring that 
same sense of celebration and dignity to 
Glen Cove and surrounding areas. 

“We respect and love and serve all the 
children of NOSH. They mean so much 
to us and we feed them right, supple-
mentally, right, we feed them. But 
there’s so much more to our relation-
ship with our NOSH families and the 
backpack seemed so obvious,” Callahan 
said.

Over 100 volunteers helped through-
out the day with setup, distribution, and 
crafts tables. Children not only received 
backpacks but also participated in activ-
ities designed to give them a chance to 
give back. After collecting their sup-
plies, many decorated KFIP Bags, paper 
bags filled with healthy snacks for other 
families named in honor of NOSH’s 
Kids Food Independence Program.

“They make them look beautiful and 
inviting and fun,” Rice said. “Even the 

parents were so happy that we gave 
their children an opportunity to do 
something like this, to kind of say as a 
thank you and what they could do for 
another child.”

Callahan said the day carried person-
al meaning for her as well. During 
setup, she took a moment to reflect on 
the scope of the effort. 

“I walked and I just couldn’t believe 
it,” she said. “It was like incredibly sig-
nificant, and it just dawned on me what 
a lot of people full of compassion and 
empathy can do.”

Families served by NOSH come from 
Glen Cove, Glen Head, Sea Cliff, Locust 
Valley and Bayville. Rice and Callahan 
shared the importance of helping fami-
lies shoulder the cost of school supplies 
at a time when food, rent and other 
essentials are already difficult to afford 
due to inflation. 

“I would say it was the ultimate grati-
tude,” Rice said. “There’s nothing more 
than see a big smile on your child’s face 
and kind of a relief for yourself that 
you don’t have to go to the store to try to 
find the funds in order to cover those 
things.”

“Backpack Day” is expected to 
become an annual tradition. Both Rice 
and Callahan emphasized that the pro-
gram fits into NOSH’s larger mission of 
supporting families facing food insecu-
rity while also finding new ways to ease 
the pressures they face.

“It’s an overwhelming success that 
we want to do it again just to continue 
to extend help to the community beyond 
food, but to really embrace them as 
important people in the community,” 

Rice said.
Callahan echoed the importance of 

building dignity into every aspect of 
NOSH’s work. She added that she and 
the other members of NOSH were “so 
blessed to be able to work with all these 
families, to have friendships with these 
families.”

“This is what love does for kids,” she 
said. “I just love being a part of this 
community, and I’m glad that NOSH can 
do our part for (these children’s) life and 
education.”

Photos courtesy NOSH Delivers!

Members of NOSH’s youth programs volunteered their time and energy to help set up for the organization’s first Backpack Day.

Helping children get ready for school
NOSH Delivers! holds first ever Backpack Day giveaway

Hundreds of young students and their 
families visited the Glen Cove Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post to grab backpacks 
and supplies.
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FREE 
Estimates

Licensed & Insured 

516-467-9155
1300262

TOMMY'S LANDSCAPING
• Lawn Cutting
• Bush Pruning
• Clean-ups
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BEFORE

Individual Results May Vary. 

ONE VISIT
PERMANENT
LESS DOWNTIME

516-540-7206

Terra M., Age 38
Sono Bello Ambassador
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CALL NOW
516.540.6059 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 3/30/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

1285872
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Presented by
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We Buy Antiques, Coins, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

1310634

REQUEST YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE 

TODAY AT:
www.mcgowan1928.com

MASONRY & 
HARDSCAPING

CONCRETE 
CONSTRUCTION

DRIVEWAYS & 
PAVING

CUSTOM 
OUTDOOR 

INSTALLATIONS

DRAINAGE 
INSTALLATION 
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PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

McGOWAN
1928

J O H N  M c G O W A N  &  S O N S  I N C .

323 Glen Cove Avenue
Sea Cliff, NY 11579

NEARLY A CENTURY OF EXCELLENCE IN OUTDOOR CONSTRUCTION

1312708

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

WE BUY & SELL GOLF CLUBS
Come in and trade your old

clubs for cash!!!clubs for cash!!!
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Now Trump wants to put lipstick on this pig

I ’ve been thinking about President 
Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill, 
which Congress passed in July. 
Recently Trump stated that it was 

time to call the legislation something 
else. But what do you call a bill that is 
highly unpopular with the public and is 
set to do much damage? 

Shakespeare 
said it best in 
“Romeo and 
Juliet,” when he 
wrote, “What’s in 
a name? That 
which we call a 
rose by any other 
name would smell 
as sweet.” So 
Shakespeare 
might have 
agreed that no 
matter what you 
call this bill, it 
will have the 

same impact on the American public.
To begin with, when you pass a thou-

sand-page piece of legislation, it will 
have good parts and bad parts. Members 
of the majority party in Congress are 
forced to vote for the entire bill, and 
they don’t have the luxury of stripping 
out the bad from the good. So they have 
to live with the results.

A poll last month by the Pew 
Research Center found that 46 percent 
of the country disapproved of the law, 
and just 32 percent approved of it, with 
23 percent saying they weren’t sure. It 
seems obvious that calling 
it something else won’t 
change the public’s feel-
ings about it.

Why is the bill so broad-
ly unpopular? Much of the 
publicity about it prior to 
its passage was negative. 
Almost every part of it got 
people’s attention, and 
those who opposed it were 
much more vocal than its 
supporters. Perhaps most 
important, it was clear 
that millions of people 
who are now eligible for health care 
were going to be knocked off the eligi-
bility rolls.

The law will cut more than $1 trillion 
in Medicaid funding, and it’s estimated 
that more than 10 million people will 
lose their health coverage by 2034, 
including seniors, children and people 
with disabilities. States with high pover-
ty rates are particularly at risk, because 
they rely on federal funding to maintain 
Medicaid and related programs. The 
loss of coverage will increase medical 

costs for families, and raise premiums 
for employer-sponsored plans.

In the lead-up to the passage of the 
bill, supporters in the House of Repre-
sentatives portrayed it as being aimed at 

eliminating “waste, fraud 
and abuse.” There is no 
doubt that there are some 
Medicaid participants who 
should be disqualified, but 
the vast majority of people 
in the program are worthy 
recipients. Supporters of 
the legislation claimed 
that no person in the pro-
gram who was currently 
employed would lose their 
coverage, but that is not 
true. Because states will 
get less federal revenue, 

they will be forced to drop qualified peo-
ple from the Medicaid rolls.

For years, the more conservative 
members of the House expressed their 
opposition to the federal Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, or food 
stamps, on the grounds that it was too 
progressive and costly. They got their 
wish in the new bill, which would, by 
some estimates, cut federal spending on 
the program by more than $200 billion 
over 10 years. It’s worth noting that 
nearly 50 million people of all ages in 

the United States experience food inse-
curity, meaning they have limited or 
uncertain access to adequate food. Most 
SNAP recipients go to work every day, 
but don’t earn enough to feed their 
loved ones. The SNAP program provides 
the help they need.

Historically, the Republican Party 
has favored letting the states run assis-
tance programs and keeping Washing-
ton out of it. But the Big Beautiful Bill 
cuts federal allocations to the states, 
and leaves them to decide who should 
participate in federal programs. The net 
result is that the states will be the bad 
guys when it comes to doling out assis-
tance funding.

In the next few months, at the insis-
tence of the president, there will be 
efforts to change the conversation about 
what is in the bill. Even though many of 
its provisions take effect after next 
year’s midterm elections, however, 
many millions of Americans are firmly 
opposed to it, and no amount of slicing, 
dicing and finessing of the contents will 
make them change their minds.

Jerry Kremer was a state assemblyman 
for 23 years, and chaired the Assembly’s 
Ways and Means Committee for 12 years. 
Comments about this column? jkremer@
liherald.com.

N o matter 
what the 

president calls 
his signature 
legislation, it’s 
not popular.

OPINIONS
College football just ain’t what it used to be

Besides the excellent education I 
was fortunate to receive at 
Notre Dame Law School, and 
the interesting people I had the 

opportunity to meet, and the lasting 
friendships I forged during those years, 
there was the added benefit of watching 
up close as the Fighting Irish won the 
1966 college football national champion-

ship. As an Irish-
Catholic kid from 
Sunnyside, 
Queens, that was 
as good as it could 
get. 

In Catholic 
neighborhoods in 
those days, Notre 
Dame football per-
sonified Irish-
America’s accep-
tance into the 
American main-
stream. Begin-
ning in the 1920s 

and continuing through the mid-1950s, 
Notre Dame won more national champi-
onships and had more All-Americans 
than any other college football team. 
But by the time I got there, the famed 
Golden Dome had lost its luster. During 
eight long seasons under three head 
coaches from 1956 to 1963, Notre Dame 
lost more games than it won. The pre-
vailing wisdom was that its academic 
standards precluded it from becoming a 
major college football power again. 

Then, in 1964, Notre Dame hired Ara 
Parseghian as its head coach. The “Era 
of Ara” had begun. In 1964 and ’65, the 
Irish were back in the Top 10, and in 
1966 they won it all, clinching the 
national championship with a 51-0 victo-
ry over longtime rival 
Southern California, led by 
such luminaries as Heis-
man Trophy finalist and 
All-American quarterback 
Terry Hanratty, eventual 
four-time Super Bowl 
champion Rocky Bleier 
and future NFL Hall of 
Famer Alan Page.

A less-heralded but vital 
member of that champion-
ship team was substitute 
quarterback Coley 
O’Brien, who would have 
been the starter on almost any other col-
lege team. Stricken with diabetes half-
way into the 1966 season, O’Brien hadn’t 
played for four weeks when, in the sec-
ond-to-last game of the season against 
Michigan State, he was suddenly called 
into action to replace Hanratty, who’d 
suffered a fractured shoulder with the 
Irish losing 10-0. O’Brien played bril-
liantly to lead two scoring drives, and 
Notre Dame tied Michigan State and 
preserved its unbeaten record. 

The following week, despite the fact 
that four starting players were sidelined 
with injuries, O’Brien led Notre Dame 
to the resounding, national champion-

ship-clinching victory over USC.
After his college career, O’Brien 

attended Notre Dame Law School and 
became a successful attorney in Wash-
ington, D.C. When I chaired the House 
Homeland Security Committee, he 

served as a committee 
counsel. I was proud to call 
him my friend, and it 
meant a lot when he, Han-
ratty, Bleier and other 
members of the 1966 team 
would come to my district 
to campaign for me.

O’Brien died several 
weeks ago. Reflecting on 
his life and career got me 
thinking about how much 
the whole concept of col-
lege football has been 
altered, in many instances 

not for the better. The attraction of the 
game was that it wasn’t professional. 
There was the appeal of watching young 
athletes competing for their schools, 
cheered on by an often fanatical fan 
base. And there were the bitter rivalries: 
Notre Dame-Michigan State, Alabama-
Georgia, Michigan-Ohio State.

Sure, some of it was mythical. There 
were recruiting violations. Some ath-
letes were given academic shortcuts. 
But there was so much that was genu-
ine. Hanratty might be on the cover of 
Time magazine or Sports Illustrated but 
then be seen on campus, eating in the 
same dining hall and trudging to the 

same classes as other students.
That world of college football — 

school loyalty, amateurism and tradition 
— barely exists anymore. Now paid for 
their name, image and likeness, recruit-
ed players can go to the highest bidder 
for millions of dollars. And they can opt 
out of the following season and the sea-
son after that by entering the “transfer 
portal,” again able to go to the highest 
bidder. (Years ago, Minnesota was sanc-
tioned by the NCAA when the coach 
gave a player $100 to fly home for his 
father’s funeral.) So you can have a five-
year senior suddenly playing starting 
quarterback for a team whose campus 
he has never set foot on and will be leav-
ing at season’s end. Players can even go 
back and forth from one team to the 
other in succeeding seasons. The “stu-
dent athlete” becomes hired gun. School 
spirit and loyalty are traded for big 
bucks.

Sure, there will still be pageantry and 
marching bands, and I’ll still be watch-
ing on Saturdays. But it won’t be the 
same. What I will always have, though, 
is the lasting memory of what Coley 
O’Brien and his 1966 national champion-
ship teammates meant to their many 
fans, and to college football.

Go, Irish!

Peter King is a former congressman, and 
a former chair of the House Committee 
on Homeland Security. Comments? 
pking@ liherald.com.

T he ‘student 
athlete’ has 

become a hired 
gun, and school 
loyalty is traded 
for big bucks.

PETER  
KING

JERRY  
KREMER



HERALD EDITORIAL
Never forget: 9/11’s legacy lives through us

Next Thursday will be the 24th 
anniversary of the Sept. 11 
attacks. Remembrance ceremo-
nies will take place across 

Long Island. They serve as more than 
solemn commemorations — they are liv-
ing reminders of the strength and resil-
ience that define us as New Yorkers, and 
as Long Islanders. 

Nearly 3,000 lives were lost on that 
day in 2001, and among them were hun-
dreds of men and women who called 
Long Island home. Nearly every area 
community lost someone: a parent who 
kissed her children goodbye at dawn 
before catching a train to Manhattan, a 
firefighter who answered the alarm, a 
neighbor who never made it home from 
his office in one of the twin towers. 

Names etched in memorials — usual-
ly near a piece of steel from the towers 
— are not simply markers of history. 
They are reminders that the victims 
were our neighbors, classmates, team-
mates and friends. And attending 
remembrance ceremonies is not mere 
ritual. It is an act of collective will — a 
promise that those lives will never be 
reduced to a statistic. When communi-
ties gather at candlelight vigils, at town 
memorials and at firehouses, they reaf-
firm the values that carried us through 
the aftermath: sacrifice, unity and perse-

verance.
The shared experience of loss binds 

us, within and across different commu-
nities. And each ceremony, whether on a 
village green or in a community park, 
serves as a bridge between past and 
present — between those who remember 
that day vividly and those who were not 
yet born.

It is vital that younger generations 
come to understand why we gather. Stu-
dents returning to school this year were 
not alive on Sept. 11, 2001. For them, the 
images of collapsing towers are history 
lessons, not lived memory. Yet the les-
sons of that day — the bravery of first 
responders, the resilience of families, 
the unity of strangers who became help-
ers — are timeless. Attending these cere-
monies ensures that young people see 
remembrance as a civic responsibility.

For the firefighters of Nassau County 
who still gather in uniform, and for the 
police officers, EMTs and volunteers 
who rushed to the site of the attacks 
from Long Island, the ceremonies are 
also about recognizing the continuing 
toll in the decades since: More than 4,350 
additional people have died after suffer-
ing long-term health problems, such as 
cancers and respiratory illnesses, linked 
to the toxic environment at the World 
Trade Center site. That number grows 

every year, and we cannot forget the 
need to provide health care and other 
resources to those heroes and their fami-
lies, too.

When we gather to pay tribute, we do 
more than keep memory alive — we look 
to the future. “Never Forget” isn’t just a 
slogan or a rallying cry. It implores us to 
take seriously the responsibility of 
building stronger, more compassionate 
communities by bonding with our neigh-
bors, supporting local volunteers, and 
ensuring that the ideals of service and 
unity overcome fear and division.

Long Islanders have always known 
what it means to come together in times 
of crisis. The outpouring of support 
after Sept. 11 — food drives, blood dona-
tions, and neighbors taking care of one 
another’s children — showed us our best 
selves. At our many memorials, we 
honor not only those we lost, but also 
the spirit of community that helped 
carry us forward.

Next Thursday, let’s recommit our-
selves to remembrance. Attendance isn’t 
just symbolic. It is a living act of devo-
tion to the people we lost, the families 
who still grieve, and the generations 
who must carry the hard lessons of a 
dark day forward. 

Long Island’s promise is simple, but 
profound: We will never forget.

LETTERS
Young Professionals Network 
collects school supplies
To the Editor:

United Way of Long Island’s Young Professionals 
Network hosted its Summer Social at Blue Point 
Brewery on Aug. 7, gathering more than 200 neigh-
bors for an evening of networking, entertainment 
and purpose. 

Thanks to the generosity of attendees, the event 
raised over $20,000 and collected several boxes of 
school supplies for United Way’s Stuff-A-Bus initia-
tive, which delivers backpacks and essentials to ele-
mentary students across Long Island.

Now in its 17th year, Stuff-A-Bus helps ensure that 
children from underserved communities step into 
classroom confident and ready to learn. Funds from 
the Summer Social will be used to purchase supplies 
for the coming school year — investments that make 
an immediate, tangible difference.

“The donations we’ve received through the Stuff-
A-Bus initiative have made a profound impact on our 
school community,” Hannah McCarthy, assistant 
principal at Laurel Park Elementary School, in 
Brentwood, said. “Each year, our teachers share sup-
ply lists with families, but we know that many stu-
dents arrive with only a few items, or sometimes 
none at all. Thanks to these donations, our staff can 
confidently ensure that every child has the tools they 
need to succeed from day one.”

McCarthy recalled a student living in a shelter 

who arrived carrying supplies in her 
arms after losing her backpack — 
which her family couldn’t replace. 
Thanks to Stuff-A-Bus, the school pro-
vided a brand new backpack in the 
child’s favorite color. That small act, 
made possible by community support, is 
the kind of dignity and hope this initia-
tive delivers every day.

This year’s Summer Social succeeded 
through the dedication of event co-
chairs Justin Merk, of FourLeaf Feder-
al Credit Union; Lauren Grasso, of 
Ruskin Moscou Faltischek P.C.; Bren-
dan Bateman, of Flushing Bank; the 
Young Professionals Network commit-
tee, and generous sponsors. Attendees 
enjoyed craft brews, live entertainment 
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FRAMEWORK by Tim Baker

At SadBois’ electronic dance music concert in Echo Park — West Hempstead

LETTERS

OPINIONS
The Republicans have allowed NUMC to fall apart

Nassau University Medical Cen-
ter — an essential safety-net 
hospital for our first respond-
ers and our region’s most vul-

nerable patients — has been hamstrung 
by political patronage, gross misman-
agement and wasteful spending.

The circus-like atmosphere sur-
rounding Matthew Bruderman’s long-
overdue firing as NUMC board chair-

man — complete 
with tales of a 
mysterious break-
in and the alleged 
theft of sensitive 
documents — 
would have been 
bad enough on its 
own.

But the initial 
stages of a foren-
sic audit into hos-
pital finances 
have unearthed 
disturbing find-

ings that, commensurate with the hospi-
tal’s reliance on federal, state and local 
funds, demand an immediate and full 
investigation by the U.S. Attorney for 
the Eastern District of New York, state 
Attorney General Letitia James and 
Nassau District Attorney Anne Donnel-
ly to identify and prosecute any acts of 
criminal wrongdoing.

On June 19, Newsday first reported 
allegations that the hospital’s departing 

CEO, Meg Ryan, had given herself and 
12 other employees $1 million in wage 
and leave payouts that they were not 
entitled to receive. Ryan was subse-
quently fired for cause.

To make matters worse, Newsday fur-
ther revealed that, as Ryan 
and other top hospital 
executives had one foot out 
the door, they spent thou-
sands of dollars on lobster 
dinners and hotel and trav-
el reimbursements, all 
while the hospital teetered 
on the brink of financial 
collapse.

As these shocking facts 
came to light only partway 
through a forensic audit 
being led by NUMC’s new 
management, there is a 
very good chance that this is just the tip 
of a big, ugly iceberg of corruption and 
graft.

The blame for this latest chapter falls 
squarely on the desk of County Execu-
tive Bruce Blakeman — whose disinter-
est in doing his job led him, despite 
numerous warnings, to install an 
unqualified individual as hospital CEO, 
who now stands accused of taking 
advantage of taxpayers.

For generations, the Nassau County 
GOP has treated NUMC — a regionally 
significant Level 1 trauma center that 
provides essential drug detox services, 

boasts a world-class burn center, and 
serves as a medical lifeline for those 
who can’t afford care anywhere else — 
like a candy store for political patron-
age. There they have packed the payroll 
with allies, forcing taxpayers to foot six-

figure salaries for their 
cronies as deficits soared, 
the future of the hospital 
hung in the balance, and 
Republicans blamed every-
body but themselves for 
the crisis they created.

Blakeman and the Nas-
sau GOP’s exploitation of 
NUMC goes well beyond 
these most current allega-
tions. In December 2023, 
Blakeman appointed dis-
graced former Sheriff 
Michael Sposato, whose 

tenure at the county jail was marred by 
scandal and numerous inmate deaths, 
as the $275,000-per-year executive direc-
tor of public safety and investigations 
at the hospital. On April Fool’s Day 
2022, the Republican majority of the 
Legislature, at Blakeman’s behest, had 
rubber-stamped the appointment of 
Matthew Bruderman as president of 
the NUMC board — even though his 
only qualifications seemed to be his 
reckless, vulgar mouth and the big 
checks he wrote to Blakeman’s political 
campaigns.

In the Legislature where I currently 

serve, Republicans have co-signed 
Blakeman every step of the way with 
disastrous results. True leadership 
would have been pushing for the county 
to invest $30 million of the opioid law-
suit settlement funds into expanding 
the hospital’s in-patient drug detox and 
treatment facilities. In doing so, they 
could have delivered much-needed treat-
ment resources to families in crisis, 
helped to get opioid funds off the coun-
ty books and into the hands of lifesav-
ing agencies, and sent a message to the 
state demonstrating a heightened com-
mitment to the hospital’s future.

Instead, they failed to exercise their 
duty and responsibility as a coequal 
branch of government and sat on their 
hands as Blakeman allowed NUMC to 
fall apart with Meg Ryan as its CEO.

Such a disastrous and self-serving 
track record creates a perfect storm in 
which oversight is curtailed, chaos 
thrives and corruption can run ram-
pant — and it creates an inflection 
point. We can either remain silent and 
co-sign Blakeman’s exploitation of 
NUMC — or be independent watchdogs, 
follow the facts and get this essential 
public resource back on the right track 
for the benefit of every Nassau County 
resident.

Seth I. Koslow represents Nassau Coun-
ty’s 5th Legislative District, and is the 
Democratic nominee for county executive.

A n essential 
safety-net        

hospital has 
teetered on the             
brink of financial 
collapse.

SETH I.  
KOSLOW

and raffles, and made connections with young 
professionals committed to making a differ-
ence.

Thank you, Long Island, for showing up for 
our students.

THERESA REGNANTE
President and CEO,

United Way of Long Island

Long Island is breaking 
tourism records
To the Editor:

Long Island has long been known for its 
beaches, wineries and charming downtowns, 
but new data confirms what residents and 
visitors alike already know: Our region is 
thriving as a premier travel destination. For 
the third consecutive year, tourism on Long 
Island has broken records, with travelers 
spending $7.9 billion in 2024 — an impressive 
3.8 percent increase over 2023.

This surge in tourism is more than a point 
of pride; it is a vital driver of our local econo-
my. According to the recently released state 
Tourism Economics report, visitor spending 
supported 78,418 jobs in 2024, up from 76,227 
in 2023. 

From restaurant servers and hotel staff to 
retail clerks and tour operators, these are 
real, local jobs that sustain families and 
strengthen our communities. In addition, 

tourism generated $945 million in state and 
local taxes last year. Without that revenue, the 
average Long Island household would face 
nearly $1,000 more in annual taxes.

The benefits ripple across the economy. 
Food and beverage spending alone accounted 
for 36 percent of all tourism dollars, while 
lodging comprised another 21 percent. Retail 
and service stations saw $1.2 billion in visitor 
spending. Suffolk County, in particular led 
the way, experiencing a 7 percent increase in 
tourism spending, while Nassau County’s 
numbers held steady, with only a slight 
decline. Overall, Suffolk now makes up nearly 
60 percent of Long Island’s tourism tax base.

This remarkable growth did not happen by 
chance. It is the result of tireless efforts by 
Discover Long Island, whose leadership and 
innovative marketing strategies continue to 
attract visitors year-round. Looking ahead, 
the region is well positioned to keep building 
momentum, with major international events 
like this year’s Ryder Cup and next year’s U.S. 
Open drawing global attention.

Tourism is more than visitors coming and 
going — it is an investment in our quality of 
life, our small businesses and our future. 
Long Islanders should take pride in this 
achievement and continue supporting efforts 
that keep our region shining on the national 
stage.

MITCH PALLY, INTERIM PRESIDENT/CEO
SHARON WYMAN, COO

Discover Long Island
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REAL ESTATE ABOVE & BEYOND IN THE NINE BOROUGHS

Daniel Birnbaum | Real Estate Salesperson | c.917.432.8945

Sterling Circle of Achievement | Instagram: @nineboroughs

329 Glen Cove Avenue, Sea Cliff, NY | danielbirnbaum@danielgale.com

Visit Online: danielbirnbaum.danielgale.com Some images have been enhanced with ai. Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

danielgale.com

Sold For Lease For Sale or Lease

14 Cross Street
Port Washington, NY

292 Maplewood Road 
Huntington Station, NY

8 Hilary Drive
Bayville, NY

175 Old Field Woods Road
Setauket, NY

111 Altamont Avenue
Sea Cliff, NY

15 Locust Drive
Kings Park, NY

3 Dalton Court
Huntington Station, NY

1 Virginia Road
Syosset, NY

Sold

61 Anstice Street
Oyster Bay, NY

9 Salem Way
Glen Head, NY

68-20 Burns Street #A1
Forest Hills, NY

16 Old Field Woods Road
Setauket, NY

For Sale or Lease
1 School Street 
Glen Cove, NY

For Sale
3 School Street
Glen Cove, NY

For Sale
311 Sea Cliff Avenue
Sea Cliff, NY

91 Dorchester Road
Rockville Centre, NY

For Lease
80 Glen Head Road
Glen Head, NY

Daniel Birnbaum
REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

C.917.432.8945

In today’s competitive real estate market, working with 
a professional is your key to a favorable outcome.

RESIDENTIAL | RECENTLY SOLD & RENTED

COMMERCIAL | AVAILABLE
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