GLEN COVE

HERALD

More students
take AP exams

VOL. 34 NO. 3

Page 4

The end
of an era

The First Presbyterian
Church of Glen Cove
held its final service
last Saturday.

7Adr|enne Daley/Herald

Neighborhood leader focuses on
safety, beauty and connection

By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

Lora Cusumano has become a symbol of com-
mitment, leadership and vision in Glen Cove. As
the founder of Shore Road Neighbors and the
recently appointed chair of the Beautification
Commission, she has spearheaded transforma-
tive projects that have enhanced her neighbor-
hood’s safety, aesthetics and sense of community.
Whether rallying residents to advocate for
change or organizing events, Cusumano’s dedica-
tion reflects a deep love for the city she calls her
“forever home.”

Born at Glen Cove Hospital and raised in

Hicksville, Cusumano, 57, had an early connec-
tion to the North Shore. “I've always thought it
was the most beautiful area to live in,” she said.
“For some reason, I just feel like it’s home to me.”

That sense of belonging drew her back to the
area, and she bought her home in Glen Cove two
decades ago. Despite the problems with flooding,
traffic and noise on Shore Road, she embraced
the neighborhood’s charm, describing it as a
place where “neighbors actually know each
other.”

Her passion for community engagement led
her to found Shore Road Neighbors in 2018, with
a mission to improve “safety, beauty and enjoy-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Koslow wants
the county seat

NSHM has a
new director
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urious about
family history?
Begin here.

By WILL SHEELINE

wsheeline@liherald.com

The North Shore Genealogy
Collective, a collaborative effort
among six libraries on Long
Island’s North Shore to provide
genealogical resources and edu-
cation to library

one interested in this; every
small library around me would
probably love to have access to
more programs for the same
amount of money,” Wen said.
“So let’s just pool our resources
together and offer our patrons
more.”

This initiative

patrons, marked its NS = quickly expanded
four-year anniversa- . into a thriving col-
ry on Jan. 14. s to ryteIIIn g  lective that includes
The group, ; the Glen Cove, Oys-
formed with the goal will never ter Bay-East Nor-
of pooling resources end, and wich, Gold Coast,
i Bayville, L t Val-
become a so.to EENEAlOGY ley, and Manhasset
resource for resi- IS about libraries, with each
dents passionate . contributing to a
about tracing their Storytelllng. broader offering of
family histories. The workshops, guest
collective was born LYDIA WEN speakers, and other
out of a simple idea: Librarian, resources.
to provide better Glen Cove Each month, the
access to genealogi-  Public Library group hosts an

cal resources with-

out each library

bearing the full financial and
logistical burden.

According to Lydia Wen, a
librarian and archivist at the
Glen Cove Public Library, the
collaboration began when she
realized that patrons were eager
for genealogy programs, but
that the budget for such pro-
grams was limited.

“I thought, I'm not the only

online meeting on

the second Tuesday,
attracting between 50 and 75
participants. The sessions fea-
ture guest speakers, discussions
genealogy research techniques,
and tips for navigating resourc-
es like Ancestry.com. Wen noted
that the virtual format, which
began during the pandemic, has
allowed the group to reach a
wider audience, with attendees

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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School A.P. program sees record growth

By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

Glen Cove High School’s Advanced Placement pro-
gram was in the spotlight during the Board of Educa-
tion meeting on January 8, as administrators present-
ed a comprehensive five-year analysis of student per-
formance. The data revealed significant growth in par-
ticipation, higher test scores, and recognition from the
College Board, reflecting the district’s efforts to culti-
vate a strong college-going culture.

Dr. Alexa Doeschner, Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology, opened the
presentation by emphasizing the district’s goals. “We
strive to increase the number of students taking AP
exams and help them succeed,” Doeschner said. “The
College Board correlates success in college with the
number of APs students are exposed to in high school.
That’s why we introduce students as early as ninth
grade to these opportunities.”

Participation in Glen Cove’s AP program has risen
steadily over the last five years. In 2024, a record 318
students took 639 exams, a jump of 100 exams from the
previous year. This represents a significant increase
compared to 2020, when 215 students took 401 exams.
The percentage of students scoring a three or higher—
a benchmark for college credit—also improved to
70.13%, rebounding strongly from a dip during the
pandemic in 2021, when it fell to 59.81%.

In science and math, students have shown consis-
tent gains. Dr. Doeschner pointed to AP Environmen-
tal Science, which is predominantly taken by ninth-
grade students. “Not only have we seen a rise in the
average score to 2.9, but we're also surpassing the glob-
al average of 2.8,” she said. Similarly, students in AP
Calculus BC achieved an impressive mean score of

Herald file photo
Participation in Glen Cove’s AP program has risen
steadily over the last five years.

3.75, indicating mastery of one of the most rigorous
high school math courses.

In the humanities, AP U.S. History and AP World
History students outperformed global averages, scor-
ing mean scores of 3.6 and 3.21, respectively. “It’s
inspiring to see our students not only meet but exceed
international benchmarks,” noted Dr. Doeschner.

Language courses also stood out, with AP Spanish
Language and Culture students achieving an average
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score of 3.64, above the global average of 3.54. While
some subjects, such as AP Statistics and AP Litera-
ture, experienced slight dips in average scores, the dis-
trict is actively analyzing this data to strengthen
instructional practices.

Glen Cove High School was recognized on the Col-
lege Board’s AP School Honor Roll, earning a Bronze
designation overall. This honor reflects the school’s
commitment to expanding AP access and helping stu-
dents achieve college readiness. The school excelled in
“College Optimization,” receiving the highest Plati-
num distinction for the percentage of students taking
five or more AP exams during their high school
careers. “This Platinum recognition underscores our
focus on preparing students early, with ninth-grade
courses like AP Environmental Science and AP Human
Geography playing a key role,” said Dr. Doeschner.

The school also celebrated its AP Scholars, with 126
distinctions awarded to students. Among these were 56
AP Scholars, 11 AP Scholars with Honor, and 28 AP
Scholars with Distinction, reflecting steady growth
since 2020. Additionally, students earned prestigious
AP Capstone Diplomas and AP Seminar and Research
Certificates, demonstrating their ability to conduct in-
depth research and analysis.

“These honors are not easy to achieve,” Doeschner
noted. “Our students are scoring at least a 3.5 on five
or more exams, showing their dedication and hard
work. It’s truly amazing to see their accomplish-
ments.”

“We’re thrilled to see more students challenging
themselves,” said Superintendent Maria Rianna. “As
a district, it’s been our goal year after year to encour-
age more children to take AP courses and to prepare
them for success. The data proves that our efforts are
working.”

LONG ISLAND'S PREMIER
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“EVERYBODY NEEDS A LITTLE TLC”

HOMECARE AGENCY
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By ROKSANA AMID

From holiday cheer to environmental care

._

ramid@liherald.com

The scent of pine lingered in the
crisp winter air at Morgan Park on Sat-
urday morning as the City of Glen Cove
hosted its annual Chip-A-Tree event, a
cherished tradition that transforms dis-
carded Christmas trees into nutrient-
rich mulch. Despite the frigid tempera-
tures and a light snowfall, the Glen Cove
Beautification Commission, the Depart-
ment of Public Works, and a group of
dedicated volunteers worked tirelessly
for three hours, collecting trees and pre-
paring them for the woodchipper. This
eco-friendly initiative has closed out the
holiday season for decades, reflecting
the city’s commitment to sustainability
and community beautification.

Tree-cycling, or mulching, is an envi-
ronmentally conscious way to dispose
of old Christmas trees while providing
lasting benefits to gardens and green
spaces. The mulch, a thick layer of
material spread over soil, serves as a
natural barrier against weeds, retains
moisture, prevents erosion, and regu-
lates soil temperature. This year, the
event produced over 50 yards of mulch
from more than 325 trees, weighing a
total of 17 tons. The mulch will soon be
distributed across Glen Cove’s parks
and flowerbeds, nourishing the soil and
enhancing the city’s natural beauty.

The event operated smoothly as a
steady stream of cars arrived at the
Morgan Park parking lot, where volun-
teers swiftly unloaded trees and fed
them into the industrial woodchipper.
Each drop-off was quick and efficient,
ensuring residents could easily partici-
pate in this community-driven effort.

“Residents should feel rewarded
because the trees they drop off are not
just discarded but turned into mulch,
which is returned back to the earth,”
said Dr. Eve Lupenko-Ferrante, a board
member of the Beautification Commis-
sion. “Each year, a different location is

Morgan Memorial Park was filled with the smell of pine trees.

i)

Glen Cove Beautification, city officials, the Department of Public Works and other volunteers braved the frigid temperatures to

volunteer their time for the Chip-A-Tree event.

chosen to be the recipient of this natu-
ral soil benefit.”

Among the participants was Kather-
ine Obermeyer, a two-year Glen Cove
resident who brought her Christmas
tree for recycling for the second consec-
utive year. “I love being able to recycle
my tree,” Obermeyer shared. “It’s won-
derful knowing it’s being put to good use
in our community.”

The Chip-A-Tree event highlights the
city’s dedication to environmental stew-
ardship while fostering a sense of com-
munity pride. As the mulch finds its
way into parks and gardens across Glen
Cove, residents can take satisfaction in
knowing their trees have been repur-
posed to benefit the city’s green spaces
for months to come.

This year, the event
produced over 50
yards of mulch from
more than 325
trees, weighing a
total of 17 tons.

Roksana Amid/Herald photos
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" Koslow to campaign for county executive
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By JORDAN VALLONE

jvallone@Iiherald.com

Nassau County Legislator Seth
Koslow has officially launched his cam-
paign for Nassau County executive,
pledging to bring accountability, afford-
ability and responsible governance back
to the county.

Koslow, a Democrat who represents
parts of Freeport, Merrick and Bell-
more in the legislature, plans to end the
misuse of public funds and focus on pol-
icies that benefit Nassau County resi-
dents, rather than political agendas.

“This administration has broken
their promises and failed Nassau resi-
dents,” Koslow said in a Jan. 8 news
release. “Nassau County families are
being squeezed while their tax dollars
are wasted on frivolous lawsuits, inflat-
ed salaries, and self-serving political
promotions. I’'m running to restore
trust, eliminate waste, and make our
county more affordable for everyone.”

Jay Jacobs, the New York state and
Nassau County Democratic Committee
chairman, said, “This is an important
moment for Nassau County. We need a
leader that will put families first, fight
for fiscal responsibility, and work tire-
lessly to keep our communities safe.
Seth Koslow has the integrity and vision
to lead Nassau County out of the cur-
rent administration’s incompetence.”

Koslow, 42, grew up in Baldwin, and

was first elected to the legislature in
2023 to represent the newly formed 5th
District. A former prosecutor in
Queens, he’s currently a criminal
defense attorney who resides in Mer-
rick with his wife, three children and
rescue pup.

“We deserve better,”
Koslow told the Herald last
week. “As a dad, as a coach,
as a family man — living and

administration for spending “countless
dollars defending lawsuits” because of
the county’s transgender ban, which
prohibits girls’ and women’s teams with
transgender athletes from competing at
public facilities; the county’s mask ban,
which makes it a crime for those wear-
ing a mask or face covering
to hide their identity, except
for health or religious rea-
sons; and the county’s plan

growing up in Nassau Coun- l__‘ _J__t‘ to form an armed, civilian
ty — I've seen Nassau Coun- = militia that could operate as
ty for the last 40-something TR N ! a de facto police force during
years. I’ve seen the good and ;‘\ﬁg 4 emergencies.

bad, and I don’t like where
we'’re going.”

Koslow’s priorities,
include making Nassau
County more affordable by
lowering property taxes and
implementing fiscally
responsible policies to ease the burden
on residents; eliminating waste by end-
ing unnecessary legal battles and reduc-
ing oversized administrative expenses
to ensure public funds are used effec-
tively; introducing accountability mea-
sures to ensure every dollar is spent
with residents’ best interests in mind;
and strengthening communities by
investing in essential services, infra-
structure, law enforcement and educa-
tion to improve the quality of life across
Nassau County.

Koslow criticized Blakeman'’s

Attorney advertising

For 2025, the exemptions for estate taxes
rise to $7.16 million for New York estate taxes,
and to $13.99 million for Federal estate taxes.
The annual gift tax exclusion rises to $19,000.
If your estate is, or may become, greater than
the New York threshold, early intervention can
avoid the hefty New York estate taxes, which
start at over $600,000. Some of the techniques
are (1) setting up two trusts, one for husband
and one for wife, and using them to double the
New York exemption, (2) gifting out so much
of the estate so as to reduce it below the New
York exemption, at least three years before the
death of the donor, and (3) using the “Santa
Clause” providing that the amount over the
threshold be donated to a charity or charities
of your choosing so as to reduce the estate to
no more than the exemption.

For Medicaid, the house is an exempt
asset so long as a spouse is residing there, up
to $1.1 million of equity for 2025. Seeing as
over 80% of nursing home residents do not
have a spouse, it is better to plan ahead with

Protecting Your Future
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger
Attorneys-at-Law

Tax and Medicaid Law Changes for 2025

a Medicaid Asset Protection Trust (MAPT) to
get the five year look-back for nursing facility
care. In that case, the house would be protected
by the trust rather than the unreliable spousal
exemption. Unless your other assets have
been protected by the MAPT, an individual
may keep about $31,500 and a spouse at home
can keep up to about $158,000.

The often-delayed imposition of the new
two and a half year look-back for home care,
is not on the horizon for 2025. Currently there
is no look-back for home-care and you do not
have to worry about getting home care until
you actually need it. Nevertheless, this may
change in the future so the MAPT remains as
an important as a tool to qualify you for home
care as well as protecting your assets from a
nursing home. Assets should be moved into
the MAPT years ahead of time if you want
to be able to afford to stay in your own home
and get home health aides for assistance with
the activities of daily living, should the need
arise.
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SETH KOSLOW

“People in Nassau County
are concerned about their
money and their affordabili-
ty — that’s important to
them,” Koslow said. “These
other issues are not impor-
tant to them. They may be on
a national scale, but that’s not what’s
important in local, every day politics.”

Blakeman, a Republican, was elected
to the county executive position in 2021.

In response, Chris Boyle, a spokes-
man for Blakeman, said in a statement,
“Bruce Blakeman didn’t raise taxes
even after inflation went through the
roof, refused to make Nassau a sanctu-
ary county, put more cops on our streets,
fought against radical pro-criminal poli-
cies and made Nassau the safest county
in America. There’s no better choice for
county executive than Bruce Blake-

man.”

According to Koslow, Nassau County
was dubbed “the safest county in Ameri-
ca” because of its police force — not
because of Blakeman.

“We have a fantastic police force, and
I know that they want more police offi-
cers,” Koslow said. “We should reinvest
in that to make sure we have the safest
county in America forever.”

In regards to accountability, Koslow
cited the county’s 2025-2028 budget,
which was sent back to the drawing
board by the Nassau County Interim
Finance Authority, a public benefit cor-
poration that supervises the county’s
finances.

“NIFA kicked back the budget
because administration was playing fast
and loose with the way they did their
accounting and how they accounted for
certain funds,” Koslow said. “And if it
wasn’t for NIFA demanding that they
redo the budget, would that budget have
been accurate or would it have been ille-
gal, incorrect, and we’d be in hole next
year?”

Koslow said his campaign would be
“solution-oriented.”

“We’re all tired of elected officials
and candidates pointing out the prob-
lems in our communities,” he said. “We
all know what the problems are, but no
one’s willing to offer solutions. to offer

The election for the county executive
seat will take place this November.

JOB OPPORTUNITY - MECHANIC

Inc. Village of Sea CIiff - Full Time

Position: Mechanic, Department of Public Works
Starting Annual Salary: $49,000 OR Commensurate with Experience.

Union Job (CSEA) - Plus Health Benefits and Retirement Package

Job duties include, but are not limited to, mechanical work, repair
and maintenance of engines, motors and equipment, component
assemblies and special-purpose equipment.

Prior experience and CDL License required.

To apply, please submit resume and cover letter to
sbeaudin@seacliff-ny.gov
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TRIBUTE AND HONOR FOUNDATION
4TH ANNUAL TRIBUTE AND HONOR AWARDS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2025 @ 6 PM
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" Christopher Judge is director NSHM
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By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

Christopher A. Judge, the newly
appointed Director of the North Shore
Historical Museum, has always followed
his heart, even when it led him down
unexpected paths. From a successful
career in sales to an impactful journey
through non-profit work, Christopher’s
story is one of reinvention, passion, and
dedication to preserving history and fos-
tering community engagement.

Born with a love for music, Judge

earned under-

| graduate
HRF degrees in Vocal
BUI'dlng Performance
on the and Music Ther-

’ apy from SUNY
museum-s New Paltz. He
eXiSting sang profession-
. ally at Christ
Communlty Church in Oys-
engagement ter Bay for 14
years, a role

efforts and that connected

him to the com-
munity and
began his deep
engagement
with the area’s
rich history.

preserving local
heritage are my
top priorities.

CHRISTOPHER “My way of
JUDGE introduction
director, into Oyster Bay
NSHM was through

Christ Church,”

he recalls. “T’'ve
sung professionally with the choir
there, which gave me a sense of belong-
ing and a love for the area.”

Judge began his career in sales,
where he quickly climbed the ladder to
become a district sales manager for
MarketSource, overseeing operations in
New York City. Despite his achieve-
ments, something was missing.

“The excitement of my day-to-day
work started to fizzle,” he said. “I real-
ized my heart was pulling me elsewhere.
I didn’t want to help someone build a
seventh house; I wanted to do something
meaningful.”

Taking a leap of faith, he transi-
tioned to the non-profit sector, a move
he describes as terrifying but ultimately
fulfilling.

“It’s gone from one success to the
next,” Judge said. “I know the universe

Courtesy Glen Cove city

The North Shore Historical Museum is filled with local history. The museum is located

at 140 Glen Street in Glen Cove.

is leading me in the right path.”

Judge’s journey through non-profit
work began with Friends of the Bay and
later Raynham Hall Museum in Oyster
Bay, where he served as Director of Visi-
tor Services and Marketing. Over his
seven-year tenure, he played a pivotal
role in revitalizing the museum’s pro-
grams.

At Raynham Hall, Judge helped
develop tour content alongside the edu-
cation director, established historic
spirits tours and boat tours, and reintro-
duced the Oyster Bay walking tours. His
efforts extended beyond programming
to preservation, where he led initiatives
to conserve cemetery headstones and
repaint historic markers. These projects
underscored his commitment to pre-
serving local heritage while fostering
community involvement.

His innovative spirit also led to the
introduction of technology-driven
exhibits at Raynham Hall.

“We incorporated interactive ele-

We've Got
Specialists
For That.

Jump shot leave
your knee shot?

ments like augmented reality and artifi-
cial intelligence,” he said. “Visitors
could ask questions to a digital George
Washington, who would search his ‘digi-
tal brain’ to provide answers. It was a
fantastic way to engage young people
and make history come alive.”

Judge’s appointment as Director of
the North Shore Historical Museum is a
natural progression of his dedication to
history and community. His vision for
the museum is ambitious yet grounded.
He aims to expand educational out-
reach, establish partnerships with
schools and libraries, and introduce
interactive exhibits that incorporate
cutting-edge technology.

“I would love to institute programs
similar to what I developed at Raynham
Hall,” he said. “Building on the muse-
um’s existing community engagement
efforts and preserving local heritage are
my top priorities.”

In addition to his professional
achievements, Judge is pursuing an

Courtesy Christopher Judge
Christopher A. Judge is the newly
appointed Director of the North Shore
Historical Museum. He frequently dresses
in historic attire while giving tours at
Raynahm Hall.

MBA at Long Island University, with a
focus on non-profit management.

“One of the classes I'm taking is
accounting for non-profits, which will
help me in my new position,” he said.
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Courtesy Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews

The Tribute and Honor Foundation sold out its awards ceremony last year.

The Tribute and Honor Foundation gala

The Tribute and Honor Foundation is
gearing up for its 4th Annual Tribute
and Honor Awards and Fundraising
Gala, scheduled for Feb. 1 at The Cres-
cent Beach Club, 333 Bayville Ave, Bay-
ville. The event celebrates the remark-
able contributions of Long Island veter-
ans and their supporters while raising
funds to further the Foundation’s mis-
sion of recognizing and assisting the
veteran community.

“This event allows us to spotlight
individuals and organizations who truly
embody the spirit of service,” said Gait-
ley Stevenson-Mathews, President of
the Tribute and Honor Foundation.
“Each honoree represents the best of
what it means to serve others, both in
and out of uniform.”

This year’s honorees include Tony
Bliss, recipient of the Legacy Award, a
decorated Vietnam veteran, journalist,
and organizer of the Locust Valley
Memorial Day Parade for over 20 years.
Robert Bazan, a former Navy captain
and past Commander of Glenwood
Landing American Legion Post 336, will
receive the Leadership Award. Melonie

Longacre, an Army veteran and Associ-
ate Executive Director of Hospital Oper-
ations at Northwell Health, will be hon-
ored with the Community Service
Award.

Other honorees include Gulf War
Army veteran Michael Danchalski,
receiving the Volunteer Award, and
Andrea Nordquist, President of Mili-
tary Blue Star Mothers NY 14, awarded
the Homefront Award. The 22 PTSD
Awareness Challenge, a 22-mile kayak
event raising awareness for PTSD, will
receive the Awareness and Remem-
brance Award. Additional honors
include the Impact Award for Navy vet-
eran Walter Williams and the Front
Runner Award for Shannon O’Neill,
Director of Veteran Services at Suffolk
County Community College.

Tickets and sponsorship opportunities
are available at www.tributeandhonor-
foundation.org, with early bird pricing
through Jan. 18. Proceeds support initia-
tives like the Ben Farnan Scholarship
and local veteran memorial projects.

—Roksana Amid

County opens emergency warming spaces

Nassau County Executive Bruce A.
Blakeman has announced the activa-
tion of temporary warming spaces to
assist residents during extreme winter
conditions. These spaces will open
when the wind chill drops to 32 degrees
Fahrenheit or below for two consecu-
tive hours or more. The initiative aims
to provide a safe and warm refuge for
individuals in need, particularly those
without access to adequate shelter dur-
ing harsh weather.

Three warming locations have been
designated across the county. The Canti-
ague Park Administration Office, locat-
ed at 480 W. John Street in Hicksville,
will operate from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.. daily.
Individuals remaining after the facility
closes will be transported by the Nassau
County Police Department to the Mitch-
el Field Administration Building. The
Mitchel Field Administration Building,
located at 1 Charles Lindbergh Boule-
vard in Uniondale, will remain open 24
hours a day to accommodate overnight
stays. Additionally, the Wantagh Admin-

istration Building at 1 King Road in
Wantagh will be open from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., with transportation provided to
Mitchel Field for those needing shelter
after closing hours.

This winter relief effort reflects the
county’s commitment to safeguarding
vulnerable populations during extreme
weather. By offering safe spaces and
transportation, Nassau County ensures
that no one is left in the cold. Residents
are encouraged to spread awareness of
this program to those who may need it,
helping to create a safer and more com-
passionate community during the win-
ter months.

Residents who encounter someone in
need of shelter are encouraged to con-
tact the Nassau County Winter Home-
less Hotline at 1-866-WARM-BED (1-866-
927-6233). For emergencies requiring
immediate transport to a warming
space, individuals can call 9-1-1 for
assistance.

~Roksana Amid
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OPEN BAR « DINNER « DANCING « SILENT AUCTION - LEGACY AWARDS
PRESENTATION « VENDOR SHOWCASE « INSPIRING PERFORMANCES
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The Metropolitan Caterers - 3 Pratt Blvd
COCKTAIL HOUR: 6:00 PM
Keynote Speaker:

DR. JAMES LANCE TAYLOR

Glen Cove native, author,
and esteemed scholar

OUR 2025 LEGACY AWARD HONOREES

Desirae O'Neill

“Celebrating Youth Empowerment and
Leadership”

Assistant Director, Boys and Girls Club -
Glen Cove

Cynthia D. Felder

“Celebrating Visionary Leadership”
Entrepreneur & Chief Operating Officer,
Barber & Beauty Institute of New York

Michael Coston

“Celebrating Transformative
Philanthropy”
Founder & CEQ, Coston Consulting

Adrian & Pandora Hershey

“Celebrating a Legacy of Service and
Compassion”

President & Vice President, Dr. Alberta
Hershey Foundation, Inc.

Peter Foster

“Celebrating Community Leadership and
Impact”

Executive Director, YMCA of Glen Cove

Allen Hudson llI

“Celebrating Excellence in Education and
Leadership”
Principal, Glen Cove High School

Scan here for Tickets, Sponsorship
Opportunities, and Souvenir
Journal Advertising

www.iAmMySister.org | 516-528-4989
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By JEFFREY BESSEN, CAROLYN JAMES
& MOHAMMAD RAFIQ

Special to the Herald

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer began with
a joke. Matt Cohen, president and CEO
of the Long Island Association, moder-
ated a discussion among Nassau County
Executive Bruce Blakeman, Suffolk
County Executive Ed Romaine and Rich-
ard Schaffer, president of the Long
Island Supervisors Association. Gov.
Kathy Hochul spoke about having an
impact.

The ballroom at the Crest Hollow
Country Club, in Woodbury, was filled
with many appointed and elected gov-
ernment officials, along with many
more movers and shakers, on Jan. 10 for
the LIA’s annual State of the Region
Breakfast.

This is a portion of what the elected
leaders had to say.

Sen. Chuck Schumer

The former U.S. Senate majority lead-
er, now the minority leader, began the
morning with joke. The punch line of a
tale about a woman being sentenced to
four nights in jail for stealing a can of
four peaches is her husband interrupt-
ing the proceeds by shouting, “She also
stole a can of peas!”

The room filled with laughter, and
then Schumer turned serious on several
topics, including his hard work to attain
his position in the Senate. He noted that
despite the partisanship in Washington,
Long Island elected leaders from both
political parties are working together to
bring federal money to the region.

“T’ll keep fighting for Long Island,”
Schumer said, noting a $400 million Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
grant for the Long Island Power Author-
ity to strengthen the electrical power
infrastructure.

Schumer said he was committed to
reinstituting the deduction for state and
local taxes, as should the entire state
congressional delegation.

“We should be united in doing that,
so that our people will stay here, new
people will want to come here,” he said.
“There is no reason for any member of
the New York delegation shouldsettle
for anything less than the full restitu-
tion of SALT with no cap.”

Gov. Kathy Hochul

The governor, who traveled to the
event on the Long Island Rail Road,
noted that the state would be investing
$1.5 billion in the LIRR. The state is also
allocating over $51 million for public
safety on Long Island.

“We have to have the courage and
vision to do more,” Hochul said of the
issue of affordable housing.

She acknowledged the impact of cli-
mate change, from the wildfires in Cali-
fornia to the fires in upstate New York
in November, and from flooding in the
Hudson Valley in July to flooding in Suf-
folk County in August.

“So, we have to be ready for this,”
Hochul said. “We are the first genera-
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LIA President and CEO Matt Cohen, far right, moderated the panel discussion, which included Long Island Supervisors Association
President Richard Schaffer, far left, Suffolk County Executive Ed Romaine and Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman.

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer
noted that restoring the deduction for
state and local taxes was a priority.

tion to feel the ill effects of climate
change, and we’re the last generation
that can do something about it.”

She advocated for offshore wind
power generation, saying it’s the way to
20.

She also said she was motivated to
help businesses big and small, because
of the economic hard times she saw
growing up. “No large business ever
started as a large business — they all
started small,” Hochul said, noting her
mother’s small business to help dis-
placed homemakers.

Since she became governor, she said,
53,000 jobs have been created on Long
Island, and that in 2023 alone, 47,000 new
businesses started here.

County Executive Bruce Blakeman

Blakeman touted his record as coun-
ty executive.

“Nassau County was named by U.S.
News & World Report as the safest coun-
ty of all the United States of America,”
he said, crediting officers of the county
Police Department. “They do an out-
standing job,” he said. “The men and
women work very, very hard to keep us
all safe.”

Gov. Kathy Hochul touched on a number
of topics at the State of the Region
event at the Crest Hollow Country Club.

On the proposed Sands casino, Blake-
man said the process is progressing, and
he believes the county has the best
application.

“I think it will generate a lot of jobs
— we're talking about potentially $5 bil-
lion in construction jobs,” he said.
“We’re talking about revenue that will
be spread out in various communities. I
believe that, hopefully, we can get a
favorable decision from the licensing
board, and we’ll go full speed ahead.”

On affordable housing, Blakeman
said, “We have 80-year-old sewers that
need to be revitalized ... and we need at
least $100 million over the next five
years to do that.”

County Executive Ed Romaine

Romaine declared that “Amtrak is
coming to Ronkonkoma,” and spoke
about affordable housing. Referring to
the state’s push to bring development to
Nassau and Suffolk counties, Romaine
said he agreed that Long Island would
benefit from meeting the housing needs
of lower-income residents, senior citi-
zens and young people.

He quickly added a caveat, however.

“We also need the infrastructure,

including sewers, to support these proj-
ects,” Romaine said, noting that there
are 3,400 projects under consideration
in Suffolk that can’t be built because the
county doesn’t have the sewer capacity
— and that is the major obstacle for
almost every major project undertaken
on Long Island.

Increasing affordable housing on
Long Island, once a local and regional
issue, is front and center in Albany, as
the state — dangling lots of state dollars
— urges counties, towns and villages to
embrace its new housing initiative. He
added that the measure has been greet-
ed with mixed reviews, as local officials
remain concerned that opting into the
state program will undercut local con-
trols like planning and zoning codes.

Romaine was visibly angry about the
taxes that Suffolk residents pay on their
home electric and heating bills. He
promised to suspend those taxes, as well
as the gasoline tax.

“We should make it more affordable
for the average person to live here,” he
said. If not, people will move off Long
Island “like the rest of the state. (Peo-
ple) don’t just vote at the ballot box; they
vote with their feet. New York lost
(more) people than any other state.
That’s a wake-up call.

Supervisor Richard Schaffer

Schaffer, the Town of Babylon super-
visor and the Suffolk County Democrat-
ic chairman, noted his beginnings in
the County Legislature, where he
worked across the aisle in the late 1980s
and early 1990s.

“We’re not elected to come here and
put on a show to make it into Newsday
or make it onto News12,” Schaffer said.
“We’re here to get things done.” He
noted that that is his philosophy, and
Romaine’s thinking as well.

“The stars have aligned, and not only
do we have people who have known each
other for a very long time, but also key,
trust each other in order to do the right
thing,” Schaffer added of his relation-
ships with Romaine and Town of Islip
Supervisor Angie Carpenter.



Lora Cusumano is a ‘diamond in the rough’ "

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ment for all” along the scenic thorough-
fare that runs through Glen Cove, Sea
Cliff and Glenwood Landing. Recogniz-
ing the area’s potential as a recreational
waterfront hub, Cusumano took the lead
in addressing concerns about traffic
congestion and pedestrian safety.

“We were trying to figure out ways to
make our neighborhood safer, more
walkable, bicycle-friendly, and not a cut-
through for people rushing from Glen
Cove to the (Long Island) expressway,”
she said.

With her leadership, the group
notched a number of successes, includ-
ing reducing Shore Road’s speed limit to
25 mph, which made the road safer for
residents and visitors alike. Beyond
advocacy, Shore Road Neighbors became
a catalyst for community engagement.
Cusumano has organized cleanup
events and holiday gatherings to bring
neighbors together.

“There’s power in numbers,” she
said, emphasizing the importance of
collective action.

“She’s tenacious, but in a gentle
way,” Richard Berka, Cusumano’s
neighbor on Shore Road and a SRN
member, said. “She has a point to make,
and a reason for everything she’s
doing.”

Cusumano’s influence extends
beyond Neighbors. Appointed chair of
the Glen Cove Beautification Commis-

Roksana Amid/Herald

Irene Lucarelli, left, and Lora Cusumano, members of the Beautification Commission,
disposed of the litter they found in the city on Earth Day 2023.

sion last week, she will oversee projects
that enhance the city’s appearance,
from litter prevention campaigns to
streetscape improvements. Her role
builds on years of grassroots efforts to
beautify as well as improve Shore Road.

Michael Ktistakis, a city councilman
and a liaison to the Beautification Com-
mission, describes Cusumano as “our
diamond in the rough” and credits her
with fostering an open and welcoming
environment that inspires volunteers to
get involved. “She brings so much to the
table with her marketing and social
skills,” Ktistakis added.

One of Nassau County’s most ambi-
tious projects is the planned compre-
hensive renovation of Shore Road, set to
begin in 2026. The cost of the work has
been estimated at between $14 million
and $18 million, and it will address
flooding, upgrade traffic signals, add
bike lanes and improve sidewalks.
Cusumano was instrumental in advocat-
ing for the changes, collaborating with
local officials as well as County Legisla-
tor Delia DeRiggi-Whitton, who praised
her organizational efforts.

“Her passion definitely showed the
need, which always helps in pushing

projects with the county,” DeRiggi-Whit-
ton said.

Cusumano’s journey to becoming one
of Glen Cove’s most respected advocates
was shaped by her diverse background.
A former competitive figure skater, she
spent her youth balancing skating with
modeling gigs in Manhattan. Her early
experiences instilled a strong work
ethic and a knack for multitasking.
Later she earned a bachelor’s degree in
business management and marketing
from SUNY Empire and a master’s in
real estate, becoming the first beneficia-
ry of the National Association of Real-
tors’ program in New York state.

In her professional life, Cusumano is
the founder and director of Lux House
Hunters, a firm specializing in exclusive
buyer representation. Her approach to
real estate is rooted in integrity.

“I wanted to practice in a way where
I knew I was doing the right thing for
the buyer,” she said. That ethos mim-
icks her community work, in which she
advocates for the collective good.

“She deserves a lot more credit than
she gets,” Berka said. “She’s a real
workhorse in getting things done.”

Whether it’s organizing an American
flag project, hosting a fundraiser or
mobilizing neighbors for a cleanup,
Cusumano’s impact is felt throughout
Glen Cove. Her work ethic and ability to
inspire others have made her a beacon
of progress in the community.

FOR ALL YOUR

CLASSIC AND VINTA
AUTO NEEDS

Factory Trained
Ferrari, Maserati, Lamborghini
Excellent Service
European Exotic Car Master Mechanic
50 years Experience

VINTAGE AUTO SPECIALIST CORP.

CONTACT US: 516-315-4463

42 Forest Ave, Locust Valley
MIKEFRANCO2004@yahoo.com

1286759

The

Community Newspapers

1s looking for...

Part Time & Full Time. The award-winning Herald Community Newspapers group,
covering Nassau County's North and South Shores with hard-hitting news stories and
gracefully written features, seeks a motivated, energetic and creative editor/reporter
to join our dynamic (and awesome) team! This education and general assignment
reporting position offers a unique experience to learn from some of the best in the
business. Historically, reporters who have launched their careers with us have gone on
to The New York Times, Newsweek, Newsday, the New York Daily News, New York Post,
CNN, BBC, NBC News and The Daily Mail, among many others. We look for excellent
writers who are eager to learn, enhance their skills, and become well-established and
respected journalists in our industry. Salary range is from $20K to $45K

To apply: Send a brief summary in the form of a cover letter describing your career
goals and what strengths you can bring to our newsroom, along with a resume and
three writing samples to jbessen@liherald.com
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Members of the First Presbyterian Church of Glen Cove gather for one last service.

First Presbyterian Church holds final service

The First Presbyterian Church of Glen Cove,
founded in 1869, held its final service on Saturday
after more than 150 years of service. Once a vibrant
hub of faith and community, it had been a second
home for many. However, attendance had dwindled, A
and the small congregation could no longer afford the 4
costly repairs the historic building required. The ' /
church had evolved over the years, championing
inclusivity and social justice, with milestones like
adopting an open policy on LGBTQ+ rights and
founding the North Shore Sheltering Program after a
local homeless man was found dead in 2000. Despite '
these achievements, cultural shifts, disillusionment .
with institutional religion, and the impacts of politi- 4
cal polarization led to declining membership, particu- e
larly among younger generations. Reverend Lana ‘z‘ﬂ} '
Hurst, who had joined in 2020, acknowledged that the ’ =4
church’s decline had been ongoing long before the » 5
pandemic. Though the building was sold and its U
future uncertain, the congregation planned to contin- '
ue the Seekers’ Hour book discussion group, ensur- (o A :
ing the spirit of the church lived on. - ‘ W : 0
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. : Members of the congregation reflected on legacy of faith, community, and social justice.

Longtime friends and family members sat

Karin Campbell addressed the congregation reflecting Don Adams, moderator to the long Island Presbyterian Curch, Rev Ann  together to look at the studding
on her years with the church. Van Cleef and Pastor Lana Hurst led the final service together. architecture of the historic church.



CATHOLIC SHOOLS WEEK

On a path to success

Middle school students find
their way through young adulthood

The move from elementary school to middle
school marks the beginning of a new set of expec-
tations and a new world of opportunities.
Challenging academic curriculum, inspired
Catholic teachings, and an array of new after-
school activities give each student the intellectual,
spiritual and social preparation needed for greater
achievement in high school, college and beyond.

Arenewed focus on study skills and research
skills begin to prepare students for the rigors of
high school, and the programs and activities the
students once participated in, they now lead.
They mentor younger students, assume larger
roles in liturgies, and lead activities ranging from
science fairs to drama productions.

From captaining sports teams to supervising
community service work, middle school stu-
dents learn to motivate and manage others.

Maintaining academic superiority

The middle school program continues the
student’s challenging academic curriculum.
Rigorous literature, math, computer, art, music
and foreign language classes continue to
engage all students,and qualifying students can
enhance their studies with accelerated pro-
grams. Middle school students consistently
score in the top percentages on national and
state testing and most schools boast a 100 per-
cent acceptance rate into prestigious Long
Island Catholic high schools.

Putting their faith into practice

The moral and spiritual lessons students
have learned along the way guide them in
charitable activities and community service.
From stocking food banks to sharing with those
less fortunate, Catholic school students put their
faith into action by responding to others in a
caring, respectful and helpful manner every day.
Middle school students also play an important
role in the school by mentoring others through
participation in buddy programs and by model-
ing their faith for younger students.

Putting Giving back to the Parish community

As students reach middle school they begin
to assume more important roles in their faith
community. Middle school students assist with
the Parish ministries including Parish Outreach,
they function as altar servers, and they partici-
pate in prayer groups. Seventh and eighth grade
students mentor younger students, they lead
the Student Government, staff the Safety Patrol,
participate in the National Junior Honor Society
and lead prayer services. It is in the middle
school level that lifetime bridges between our
students and the parish are created.

Putting A broader range of
sports and activities

In addition to continuing some of the inter-
ests students have been cultivating since Early

HOLY CHILD
ACADEMY

- Dimensions Singapore Math
- Holistic Literacy Instruction

- Award winning Arts program
- Hands-on STEM & Robotics

- Small classes where every child is known and valued
- A joyful learning environment on 14 beautiful wooded acres
- French, Spanish, & Italian offered Pre K - 8

®516.626.9300
© admissions@hcali.org

0 25 Store Hill Road
Old Westbury, New York 11568

Education in language, band and choir, middle
school students get to help their fellow students
by supporting the school’s labs as a member of
the Technology Club, they assist other students
as Library/Media Club members, and the can
participate in STEM Science Fairs and Math Bees.
Aspiring journalists create and produce school
newspapers or produce radio or TV broadcasts.
The athletic types participate in CMSAA (Catholic
Middle School Athletic Association) organized
interscholastic sports programs. And there are
new and more advanced extracurricular activi-
ties exclusively for middle school like the drama
club that supports each year's theatrical produc-
tion and trips and retreats become more

advanced and more frequent.

Putting Becoming the young men and
women who will shape the future

Confident in their abilities, Catholic middle
school students spread their wings and begin to
soar. With values built on a rock-solid foundation
and an exceptional education that has engaged
each child's unique abilities, students begin to
blossom into young man and women of character.

Photo: A Catholic education is a challenging education.
High standards, strong motivation, effective discipline and
an atmosphere of caring combine to foster excellence.

OI EN HOUSE SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 - 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

NURSERY - 8TH GRADE | CONNELLY HALL

MONDAY, JANUARY 27 . 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
NURTURING THE SPIRIT, CHALLENGING THE MIND

Join us for an exclusive Open House! Explore our beautiful campus, tour our vibrant classrooms, and meet the passionate faculty and staff who are
committed to nurturing your child’s full potential. Come experience the difference!

Why Choose Holy Child Academy?
- A dynamic curriculum in grades Toddler-8 that balances our 4 As: Academics, Arts, Athletics, & Alleluia

REGISTER

TODAY!

holychildacademy.org/open
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Six libraries share genealogical resources
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
tuning in from various parts of the
country.

The collective is also affiliated with
the Genealogy Federation of Long
Island, which provides access to special-
ized resources such as Italian and Jew-
ish genealogy groups, further expanding
the scope of the collective’s offerings.

“More and more organizations are
digitizing and putting things online,”
Wen said. “So, there’s more things to dis-
cover, more things to know about your
family tree that you didn’t know before.”

For Clare Trollo, adult program direc-
tor for the Gold Coast Library, joining
the collective was an ideal opportunity to
expand their genealogical programming.
Previously, the library offered occasional
programs, but the response was inconsis-
tent. The collective, she said, allowed
them to access a wider range of pro-
grams, speakers, and resources without
significantly increasing costs.

“It’s been a fantastic opportunity, and
it’s been wonderful for the libraries,”
Trollo said. “It’s been so terrific in fact
that we used it as a model to start anoth-
er group for lectures, the North Shore
Library Consortium.”

The collaborative model has paid div-
idends not just for library patrons but
for library staff as well. Marion Dod-
son, programming librarian for the
Oyster Bay-East Norwich Public
Library, highlighted how the sharing of

AR reEs
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Courtesy Lydia Wen

The idea for the Genealogy Collective grew out of the interest expressed by members
of the Glen Cove Public Library’s Genealogy Club in hosting more events.

ideas and resources has created a thriv-
ing community of genealogists across
the North Shore.

“We share ideas, resources, and even
local history knowledge. It’s been very
cooperative,” Dodson said. “The topics
are very, very varied, covering every-
thing from immigration patterns of var-
ious ethnic groups to how to figure out
when someone’s relatives first arrived in
this country.”

Through their work, the North Shore
Genealogy Collective has also become a
bridge between past and present, help-
ing people connect with their family

histories and uncovering local stories.
Wen shared an example from Glen
Cove, where a researcher discovered a
relative who had been Kkilled in action
in World War I. Through the collective,
they connected with a group in France
that was planning a commemoration
for this soldier.

Such connections, Wen explained,
highlight the broader appeal of amateur
genealogical research in the area.

“Storytelling will never end, and
genealogy is about storytelling,” Wen
said. “It’s about uncovering our ances-
tors’ stories, and how those stories give

shape to our own.”

The collaborative approach has also
allowed the collective to bring in a
diverse array of speakers and topics. In
the past year, the collective hosted a spe-
cial session with genealogists from
Ulster County in Ireland and a talk on
Eastern European genealogy. These
events, which may not have been feasible
for individual libraries to host alone,
were made possible through the collec-
tive’s pooled resources.

Over the past four years, the collec-
tive has seen steady growth, both in
terms of the number of participants and
the breadth of its offerings. For Trollo,
the collaborative model has been a
resounding success, helping libraries
provide more to their communities with-
out the need for increased funding.

“It’s just been a win-win for everyone
involved,” she said. “We can offer our
patrons more, and we’re able to work
with other libraries, share ideas, and
create something truly special.”

As the North Shore Genealogy Collec-
tive heads into its fifth year, the group
plans to continue its mission of bringing
genealogical resources and knowledge to
local communities. To learn more about
their upcoming virtual meetings, which
are available to anyone, including non-
library members, visit any one of the
participating libraries’ websites or visit
the Genealogy Federation of Long
Island’s calendar at GFLIL.net/events.
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Nassau Chamber group begins workshops

By ANGELINA ZINGARIELLO

azingariello@liherald.com

The Nassau Council of Chambers of
Commerce has launched a series of
workshops to strengthen small busi-
nesses and address common challenges
entrepreneurs face in an increasingly
digital economy across the region. The
first one was Tuesday, and there are six
more, scheduled for Thursday and on
Jan. 21, 22, 23, 28 and 29.

“This is really all about supporting
small businesses and their positive
impact across the board in Nassau
County,” the council’s president, Frank
Camarano Jr., said. “The chambers are
our workers on the ground, in every
community, hand in hand with the folks
that live there. Now, while it’s great hav-
ing so many — it really is — they’re
obviously smaller, so the available
resources are harder for them to tap
into, and it all gets spread out. Also,
each voice, individually, is sometimes
hard to hear, yet combined — what a dif-
ference. That’s where we come in, to
support them, of course, and make up
for as many missing pieces as we can
along the way.

“There’s this saying, ‘When some-
thing is done correctly, it looks like
nothing has been done at all,”” Camara-
no continued. “No fanfare, just a lot of
work. It’s the chamber way. It’s our way.”

“The workshops are paid for through

a grant made possible by County Execu-
tive Bruce Blakeman and the Legisla-
ture,” the council’s second vice presi-
dent, Joseph Garcia, said. “It shows they
understand the hardships small busi-
nesses have faced as we endured and
recover from the Covid-19 pandemic.”

The initiative stems from a survey of
local chambers and small business own-
ers, identifying areas

address website optimization, cyberse-
curity best practices and implementing
business software, along with guidance
on system backup and recovery proce-
dures.

“The goal of this first round of work-
shops is to provide the type of support
usually reserved for big, multi-million-
dollar companies and franchises,” Gar-

cia said. “Bringing this to

where support is needed 1_; Tipis small businesses of all
the most. Three special- Al Sy n types in Nassau County
ized workshops have been f_"z"i"' will pay dividends for our

developed, covering finan-
cial management, market-
ing and communications
and computer systems.
Each session will focus on
practical, hands-on train-
ing to equip participants
with the skills necessary
to adapt and thrive.

The financial manage-
ment workshop will
explore topics such as tax planning,
cash flow management and strategies
for acquiring capital. Attendees will
also learn bookkeeping fundamentals
and techniques for preparing and ana-
lyzing financial statements.

The marketing and communications
workshop will help businesses develop
effective social media strategies, imple-
ment online marketing techniques and
optimize their e-commerce operations.
The computer systems workshop will

FRANK CAMARANO JR.

business owners, our
county, in additional sales
taxes, and strengthen our
communities.”

The workshops are
divided into three zones
based on location: In Zone
One, north of Route 25,
they will be held at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Ros-
lyn. In Zone Two, south of
Route 25 and west of the Meadowbrook
Parkway, they will take place at Ameri-
can Legion Post 44, in Malverne; and in
Zone Three, south of Route 25 and east
of the Meadowbrook, will be held at
American Legion Post 1066, in Mass-
apequa. The Herald is presenting on
marketing in Zone One on Jan. 21.

Each zone will host three separate
workgroups on different nights, for a
total of nine workgroups. Businesses
are encouraged, but not required, to

attend the workgroups in their zone,
and cannot participate in the same
workgroup across multiple zones.

This workshop series is part of the
council’s broader efforts to support Nas-
sau County’s small businesses as they
navigate the challenges of the post-pan-
demic economic landscape.

In February, the council will expand
its resources by relocating its offices to
Nassau Community College. The move
will enhance its capacity to serve the
business community through additional
workshops, collaborative programs with
college faculty and enhanced hands-on
business education experiences, and
provide internship opportunities for
students to gain hands-on experience
with local enterprises.

“We are grateful to Nassau Commu-
nity College President Maria P. Conzatti
and Jerry Kornbluth, along with their
dedicated staff, for their partnership in
this initiative,” Gary Slavin, treasurer
of the council, added. “This collabora-
tion will create valuable opportunities
for both our small business community
and the college’s students.”

“With the massive support of County
Executive Bruce Blakeman and the Leg-
islature, and not just financially, we are
all getting it done together,” Camarano
said. “We are very proud, and extremely
thankful.”

For more information or to register,
visit ncchambers.org.

Mishelle Berger Calo
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
mishelle.bergercalo@compass.com

M: 516.398.3984 | O: 516.500.8271

41 The Plaza, Locust Valley, NY 11560

Glen Cove

MISHELLE
BERCER
CALO

property conditions.

Just Listed

232 WALNUT ROAD
5BD | 3BA | $899,000

Spacious, Spectacular & Stunning Home offering
Soaring Ceilings, Hardwood Floors, State of the

Art Eat in Kitchen, Primary Bedroom with Primary
Bath and Balcony, 4 Additional Bedrooms and 2
additional baths, Den with Fireplace, Laundry Room,
2nd Floor Trex Deck, Huge Yard, 2 Car Attached
Garage, IGS, CAC. Renovated to Perfection!!

Call my “Sell” phone for your private inspection

516.398.3984

Mishelle Berger Calo is a licensed associate real estate broker affiliated with Compass, a licensed real
estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,
omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. This is not intended to solicit
property already listed. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual

COMPASS

1285997
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Butcher’s Savory Collection
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

FILET MIGNON
BURGERS

A $37 value!

NEWS BRIEF
PowerSchool breach impacts Glen Cove

The Glen Cove City School District
was part of a global cybersecurity inci-
dent involving PowerSchool, the dis-
trict’s Student Information System. The
breach occurred when an unauthorized
party accessed PowerSchool’s customer
data through a compromised employee
credential. Although this incident
impacted PowerSchool systems world-
wide, it did not originate within the
Glen Cove City School District.

According to PowerSchool, the
breach exposed limited data fields,
including student and staff names, con-
tact information, parent/guardian
names, and students’ dates of birth.
Importantly, no financial information,
social security numbers, or other highly

sensitive personal identifiers were
accessed.

PowerSchool became aware of the
breach on Dec. 28, 2024, and immediate-
ly took action to contain the incident.
The compromised credentials were
deactivated, access to the system was
restricted, and law enforcement was
notified. The company reports that the
data has been destroyed and no addi-
tional copies exist.

In response, Glen Cove schools are
working closely with Nassau BOCES
and PowerSchool to mitigate risks. As a
precaution, a district-wide mandatory
password reset for all staff and students
has been implemented. Maria L. Rianna

—Roksana Amid

CRIME WATCH

ARRESTS

H A 28-year-old Brooklyn male was ar-
rested on Jan. 7, for criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance, aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a motor
vehicle, illegal tint and unregistered
motor vehicle on Cedar Swamp Road.

H A 31-year-old Flushing male was ar-
rested on Jan. 7 for robbery, burglary,
menacing and criminal possession of
a weapon on Glen Street.

A 30-year-old Ozone Park male was
arrested on Jan. 8 for aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor vehicle,
and various equipment violations on
Forest Avenue.

m A 32-year-old Glen Cove female was
arrested on Jan. 8 for aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor vehicle
and failure to stop at a stop sign on
Landing Road.

M A 44-year-old Glen Cove male was
arrested on Jan. 8 for resisting arrest
and on two arrest warrants for crimi-
nal possession of stolen property and
criminal possession of a controlled
substance on Glen Cove Avenue.

W A 39-year-old Glen Cove male was
arrested on Jan. 9 for aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor vehicle
and failing to stop for a red light on
Landing Road.

m A 23-year-old Lindenhurst male was
arrested on Jan. 10 on arrest warrants
for aggravated unlicensed operation
of a motor vehicle and various mo-
tor vehicle equipment violations on
Bridge Street.

Hm A 60-year-old Glen Cove male was
arrested on Jan. 11 for friving while
intoxicated and leaving the scene of
an accident on Chestnut Street.

W A 20-year-old Glen Cove male was ar-
rested on Jan. 11 for criminal posses-
sion of a weapon in and menacing on
Valentine Avenue.

H A 44-year-old Glen Cove male was ar-
rested on Jan. 12 for an arrest warrant
for aggravated unlicensed operation
and criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance in and vehicle and
traffic violations on Pratt Boulevard.

People named in Crime Watch items as having been arrested and charged with violations or crimes
are only suspected of committing those acts of which they are accused. They are all presumed to be
innocent of those charges until and unless found guilty in a court of law.

JOB OPPORTUNITY - PARKING ENFORCEMENT

Inc. Village of Sea Cliff - Part Time

Position: Parking Enforcement / Public Safety Officer
(part time)
Pay Rate: starting at $20/hour
OR commensurate with experience.
Work Schedule: Various, may include overnight hours.

Job duties include issuance of parking tickets and
safety patrol of the Village.

PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

78045ZKH  separately $269:94 312999
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

ORDER
NOW!

DD DDD

OmahaSteaks.com/Savory1317 | 1.888.792.3598
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 78045ZKH

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 78045.
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be
available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/25. 24M7123 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Please send resume and cover letter to

1286798
1284769

sheaudin@seacliff-ny.gov




Country Stew

Campanelle with Prosciutto and Peas

Lentil, Kale and Sausage Soup

Savor the moment in your cozy kitchen

Let those chef skills take center stage on wintry day

By Karen Bloom

Settle in for some comfy winter nesting during these frigid days. And,
of course, it's certainly time to refocus on a healthier eating now that we're
finished with those weeks of festive over-indulgence.

January is the ideal time to reset and get into the kitchen and work on
some “Top Chef” skills. It's not that difficult with some great comforting —
healthy — foods to warm the heart and soul.

Experiment with new culinary creations that incorporate bold flavors for
delicious results. Nothing pleases the senses quite like a hearty dish on a cold
evening. Try adding these recipes to your repertoire.

Country Stew
A classic stick-to-your-ribs stew is the ideal project for a chilly weekend. A
terrific winter warmer-upper, serve with a hearty bread or corn bread.

e 5 pounds bone-in short ribs, trimmed and cut into 2-inch pieces
® 3/4 cup all-purpose flour

e 1/4 cup vegetable ol

® 2 cups water

e 1 1/3 cups Zinfandel wine

¢ 1 medium onion, chopped

e 1 clove garlic, minced

e 2 teaspoons salt

e 1/4 teaspoon pepper

e 2 beef bouillon cubes

* 6 large potatoes, washed, peeled and quartered

e 1/2 pound small fresh mushrooms, cleaned and trimmed
¢ 1 package (10 ounces) frozen whole green beans

¢ 1 can (16 ounces) peeled whole tomatoes, undrained

Dredge ribs in flour to coat; reserve leftover flour. Heat oil in 8-quart
Dutch oven on moderate heat. Add half of ribs and brown on all sides.
Once browned, remove ribs. Repeat instructions for remaining ribs.Stir in
the reserved flour. While stirring, add 1 cup water and wine and stir until
thickened.Return ribs to the pan. Add onion, garlic, salt, pepper and bouillon
and bring to a boil. Cover and lower heat to simmer for about 1 hour, or
until ribs are tender. Remove ribs with slotted spoon and cover with foil to
keep warm. Add potatoes, mushrooms and beans. Simmer 20 to 30 minutes,
or until vegetables are tender. Add ribs and tomatoes with liquid, and heat
through. Use slotted spoon to remove meat and vegetables to large serving
platter. Remove gravy to serving container and serve with ribs. Makes 6
servings.

Campanelle with Prosciutto and Peas
Settle in with a warming, welcoming bowl of pasta, especially tasty on a

winter’s niight.

¢ 12 ounces uncooked campanelle pasta

e 1 tablespoon Bertolli Extra-Virgin Olive Oil

¢ 1 large shallot, finely chopped

e %> cup dry white wine

* 1/2 cup frozen peas

* 3 ounces thinly sliced prosciutto

o Alfredo sauce

4 ounces Fontina cheese, shredded

* 6eggs

e 1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

In pot of salted water, cook pasta 2 minutes less than directed on package.
Drain pasta.

In large skillet over medium-high heat, heat oil and shallots. Cook 3-4
minutes, or until softened. Add wine; cook 3-4 minutes, or until most liquid
has evaporated. Stir in peas, prosciutto, Alfredo sauce and cheese. Add pasta;
toss gently. Cook and stir 1-2 minutes to coat pasta with sauce.

In saucepan, bring water to boil and add eggs. Cook 6 minutes. Transfer
eggs to ice water and cool before peeling.

Top each serving with soft-set egg and black pepper.

Note: Gouda or Gruyere can be substituted for Fontina. Unpeeled, cooked
eqggs can be stored in refrigerator up to one week.

Alfredo Sauce:
o 1 stick butter
o 1 cup heavy cream
e Salt and freshly ground black pepper
e 2 cups freshly grated Parmesan
e Pasta cooking water, as needed
In a saucepan or skillet, warm the butter and cream. Season with salt and
pepper. Add the Parmesan and stir until melted.
Toss to combine, thinning with pasta water if necessary.

Lentil, Kale and Sausage Soup

A rustic soup loaded with lentils and kale can be flavorful centerpiece to
healthy, satisfying meal. This filling soup is packed with vegetables and has a
hint of heat from the sausage, giving it a zesty warm, spicy flavor.

e 2 teaspoons extra-virgin olive oil

8 ounces Italian sausage, casings removed, or sausage of your choice

o 2 celery stalks (with leafy tops), thinly sliced

¢ 1 medium yellow onion, diced medium

 3/4 cup-1 cup dried lentils

® 6 cups low-sodium chicken broth

¢ 1 1/2 bunches (about 3/4 pound) kale, preferably Tuscan, stems removed,
torn into bite-size pieces

e Coarse salt and ground pepper

e 2 teaspoons red-wine vinegar

In a large Dutch oven or heavy pot, heat oil over medium-high. Add
sausage and cook, breaking up meat with a wooden spoon, until golden
brown, about 5 minutes. Add celery and onion and cook until softened, about
5 minutes. Add lentils, broth, and 1/2 cup water and bring to a boil. Reduce to
a rapid simmer, partially cover, and cook until lentils and vegetables are tender,
25 minutes.

Add kale and season with salt. Return soup to a rapid simmer, cover, and
cook until kale wilts, about 5 minutes. Remove soup from heat, stir in vinegar,
and season with salt and pepper.

Serve this soup in individual bowls with a sprinkling of Parmesan cheese on
top and a crusty slice of bread to sop up the broth at the bottom of the bowl.
Note: Spinach or chard can be substitute for the kale in this recipe. The
soup can be enhanced by adding a couple of thyme or rosemary sprigs as it

simmers. If it's too thick to your liking, more broth can be added.

Dave Atell

Start the New Year off with some
laughs from one of stand-up
comedy’s best. An all-time-great
joke writer, named one of the

25 Funniest People in America”
by Entertainment Weekly, Dave
Atell is most at home in comedy
clubs. He built a loyal following

by barnstorming the country with
his brand of off-color “very adult”
humor, and his audiences got

even bigger after his cult-favorite
travel show, “Insomniac.” Atell
continues to be a presence on TV
— including his hit Netflix specials
“Hot Cross Buns” and “Bumping
Mics” — while constantly writing
new material and taking it on the
road. Beginning his comedy career
in the early '90s, Attell ascended
through New York's stand-up ranks
alongside the likes of Louis C.K.
and Jon Stewart. After a brief stint
writing for SNL, Attell branched out
on his own. When not on the road,
Attell makes regular appearances at
the Comedy Cellar in New York City.

Sunday, Jan. 19, 8 p.m. Tickets start
at $29.50. The Paramount, 370
New York Ave., Huntington. Tickets
available at ticketmaster.com or
paramountny.com.

‘Majestic Melodies’

Old Westbury Gardens maybe
closed for the season yet everyone
is invited to escape winter’s chill
with a special musical interlude in
Westbury House's delightful music
room. " Majestic Melodies: An
Evening of Piano and Song” pairs
the dazzling vocals of Broadway's
Nathaniel Hackmann with the
virtuosic talent of pianist Philip
Edward Fisher. Hackmann, fresh off
his celebrated role as Biff Tannen in
“Back to the Future: The Musical,”
which just finished its Broadway
run, is a powerhouse performer. His
commanding stage presence thrills
audiences both on Broadway and in
concert halls worldwide. He’s joined
by Fisher, an accomplished pianist
praised for his refined style and
exceptional versatility.

Saturday, Jan. 18, 4 p.m. $50; OWG
members receive 20 percent discount.
Old Westbury Gardens, 71 Old
Westbury Road, Old Westbury. For
more information and tickets, visit
oldwestburygardens.org.
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Acrobats of
Cirque-tacular

See a new take on
circus-style thrills
when the Acrobats of
Cirque-tacular visits
the Landmark stage,
Saturday, Jan. 25, at
2 p.m. Cirque-tacular
features one dazzling
circus feat after
another in a high-
energy, family-friendly flurry of fun. Indulge your curiosity and celebrate your senses as this
troupe of acrobats, aerialists and circus specialty artists bend, twist, flip, and fly into everyone’
hearts. Repeatedly praised by critics, for their “mind-boggling artistry and athleticism” and
their “great feats of daring at the extreme edges of human capability,” their acts have reached
millions live and millions more through appearances on most major television networks.
Cirque-tacular’s performers — an ever-changing cast of elite aerialists, acrobats, contortionists,
jugglers, specialty acts and world-record holders from Broadway and Las Vegas stages — are
hailed as “mesmerizing”, “incredible”, and “truly impressive.” The Acrobats of Cirque-tacular
bound from one breathtaking, death-defying feat of acrobatic daredevilry to another. Muscle-
popping, mind-boggling artistry and athleticism charm and awe the audience.

The performers are revered as cuttingedge leaders of the new American vaudeville
movement. Cirque-tacular’s entertainers have shared the stage with a who's who of A-list
celebrities. They leave no stone unturned to test the limits of human mind and body. The fun
of their show is doubled with explosive music that complements the performance and act.
$38. Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark on Main Street, 232 Main St., Port Washington.
Tickets available at landmarkonmainstreet.org or (516) 767-6444.

Taste Nepal's Essence In Glen Cove

Get Ready to dive into the explosive Flavors of Nepali Cuisine, at While in
Kathmandu Restaurant in Glen Cove. We officially invite you to try our Delicious
Food at our newest location. From Authentic Nepali dishes to exciting Nepali
inspired Menu Mo:Mo, Chow Mein, Malekhu Macha, Sekuwa (Nepali style
Char-grilled BBQ), Water Buffalo Burger & many more delicate dishes. Stop By
Today and Discover Authentic and Original Nepali Cuisine.

61 1/2 Glen Street and Glen Cove
516-277-1684

Store Hours: Tuesday Closed
Wednesday - Monday: 12:30pm to 9:30pm

any purchase with coupon

HMTC Book Club

Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance
Center of Nassau County hosts

a virtual book club session,
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 1 p.m., to
discuss Kristen Harmel’s “The Paris
Daughter.” Two Americans in Paris
become fast friends when they
meet in 1939, but as the shadow
of war creeps across Europe and
reaches France, they are forced

to make dangerous decisions that
will test their bond. Elise must flee
the Nazis, leaving her daughter

in Juliette’s care. But when she
returns at the war’s end, Juliette’s
home is in rubble and the family
is nowhere to be found. Register
at hmtcli.org/events. 100 Crescent
Beach Road.

Knitting/Crochet Club

Meet up with other knitters or
crocheters, at Glen Cove Public
Library, Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon.
Whether you're new to knitting or
you've been doing it for years,
it's always more fun with
friends! Start a new project or
bring a current one. Participants
should bring their own needles
and yarn. 4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen
Cove. For more information call
(516) 676-2130.

Let Freedom Ring
with MLK

Visit Long Island Children’s
Museum for a workshop
honoring Martin Luther King,
Jr, Monday, Jan. 20, 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Families will learn
about MLK beyond his “I Have
a Dream” speech and gain

a better understanding of

his impact on the civil rights
movement. Also participate in
a gallery walk of images from
that era and then create a bell
to “let freedom ring.”

The program is part of the
AdvoKids monthly series that
focuses on teaching kids how
to advocate for themselves and
others and teaching adults how
to support their kids" advocacy
efforts. For ages 5 and up. $4
with admission, $3 members.
Long Island Children’s Museum,
Museum Row, Garden City. Visit
licm.org or call (516) 224-5800
for more.

North Shore BOE
meets

North Shore Board of Education
holds its next meeting Thursday
Jan. 23, 7:45 p.m., at North
Shore Middle School. 505 Glen
Cove Ave., Glen Head. For more
information, call (516) 277-7801.

NOW IN PREVIEWS ON BROADWAY

——
TONY AWARD® WINNER JAMES MONROE IGLEHART IS

(Chicago Trib

“A KNOCKOUT LOUIS-ARMSTRONG!”

L o

e LOU IS
ARMSTRONG rnustea

GET TICKETS

1287306

LOUISARMSTRONGMUSICAL.COM STUDIO 54 254 W 54TH ST G&@68




Family Trivia Night

The Coalition to Save Hempstead
Harbor hosts a family trivia night,
Friday Jan. 24, 7-9 p.m., at St.
Luke’s Parish Hall. The evening
tests residents’ knowledge,

and offer the opportunity to
learn more about Hempstead
harbor. The event will take

place Tickets cost $10 per

person. For more information
visit the coalitions website at
coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.
org. 253 Glen Ave., Sea Cliff.

Oyster Bay Sewer
District Meeting

Oyster Bay Sewer District

holds their weekly meetings,
Wednesdays, Jan. 22 and 29,
7 p.m., at the District Office. 15
Bay Ave., Oyster Bay. For more
information call (516) 922-4171.

Library Walking Club

Participate in Glen Cove Public
Library’s at-your-own-pace hour

walk, every Thursday, at 9:15 a.m.

All fitness levels are welcome.
4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen Cove.
Register at glencovelibrary.org
or call (516) 676-2130 for more
information.

Winter, LONG ISLAND
Restaurant Week

$29/ $39/ $46

3-COURSE PRIX FIXE
& $24 2-COURSE LUNCH

SPONSORED BY:

LONG ISLAND
RESTAURANT NEWS

In concert

British-born country rocker
Albert Lee performs,
Saturday, Jan. 18, 8 p.m.,
at My Father’s Place supper
club. He started his career
during the emerging
rock 'n’ roll scene of '60s
London, when he swapped
bands with the likes of
Jimmy Page and Chris
Farlowe. After moving to
the U.S. and assimilating
himself into the country
music scene, Albert quickly
garnered a reputation as
one of the fastest guitar
players in the business. He
recorded a number of solo
albums, and won a Grammy
in 2002 for his contribution
on “Foggy Mountain
Breakdown.”

He continues to tour,
playing his signature Ernie
Ball Music Man Guitar. My

Father’s Place at The Roslyn,

1221 Old Northern Blvd.,
Roslyn. For tickets/inform,
visit MyFathersPlace.com or
call (516) 580-0887.

Havin% an event?

Itemson T

Art explorations
Converse, collaborate and
create at Family Saturday, Jan.
18, at Nassau County Museum
of Art’s Manes Education
Center. The drop-in program
continues, Saturday,s, noon-3
p.m. Get inspired by the art
and objects in the galleries
and then join educators to
explore and discover different
materials to create original
artwork.

Kids and their adult
partners connect while
talking about and making
art together. A new project is
featured every week. While
there, enjoy reading and
play in the Reading Room,
and contribute to The Lobby
Project, a collaborative art
installation. $20 adult, $10
child. Registration required.

1 Museum Dr., Roslyn Harbor.
Visit NassauMuseum.org for
more information and to
register or call (516) 484-9337.

e Scene page are listed free of charge. The Herald

welcomes listings of upcoming events, community meetings

and items of public interest. All submissions should include date,
time and location of the event, cost, and a contact name and phone
number. Submissions can be emailed to thescene@liherald.com.

DISCOVER

LONGISLAND  Newdlay

On Exhibit

Nassau County Museum of Art’s latest
exhibition, the original “Deco at 100"
coincides with the 100th anniversary of
the 1925 Paris International Exhibition
of Modern Decorative and Industrial Arts
(Exposition internationale des arts décoratifs
et industriels modernes) which publicly
launched the movement. The direct follow-
up to the well-received 2023 exhibit, “Our
Gilded Age,” it comparably links the period’s
signature innovation in the decorative arts,
Art Deco, to the fine arts. The exhibit encompasses significant
cultural advancements during Long Island’s Roaring Twenties/
Jazz Age movement, including votes, jobs, and the automobile for
women, the beginnings of suburbia with commutation for work,
and planned residential communities, which all defined the era,
while the following decade brought economic reversals and the
WPA program. Works by Louis Comfort Tiffany, Fernand Léger,
Guy Pene du Bois, Gaston Lachaise, Elie Nadelman, and Reginald
Marsh, among others, along with art deco stylists of poster art
and graphics, and photography will convey the Art Deco spirit
along with its furniture, decorative arts, and fashion.

Like “Our Gilded Age,” the social scene of Long Island’s Gold
Coast, and its personalities — both upstairs and downstairs —
will be portrayed, along with the ongoing relationship with the
immediate urban context of New York with its skyscrapers and
deco-styled architecture. Opens Jan. 18, on view through June 15.
Nassau County Museum of Art, 1 Museum Dr., Roslyn Harbor. (516)
484-9337 or NassauMuseum.org.

Musical Explorers
Long Island Children’s Museum continues its Musical Explorers! Series,

Lunch and

: Lunch/Brunch
__________ with coupon Thursday-Sunday 12-4pm
Kitchen Open LATE Night! Dinner

$24pp for the hottomless

39 Roslyn Ave, Sea Cliff
516-759-0100

fosterresteraunt.com

with a performance by a Jazz at Lincoln Center ensemble on the
museum’s stage, Sunday and Monday, Jan. 19-20, noon and 2 p.m.
Charles Turner (vocals), Summer Camargo (trumpet), David Drake
(piano), Brandi Disterheft (bass) and David Hawkins (drums) present
“Louis Armstrong’s Great Migration.” The program, especially created
for young audiences, underscores the deep connection between this
American musical genre, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the civil rights
movement. $5 with museum admission; $10 theater only. Long Island
Children’s Museum, Museum Row, Garden City. Visit licm.org or call
(516) 224-5800 for tickets and information.

CHEF OWNED
WOOD-FIRE
OVEN & GRILL

Bottomless
Brunch

Brunch

open every day
(except Tuesdays) at 5pm

Happy Hour
Every Night 5-7pm

brunch drinks. _
ﬂ-'\\_
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REAL
ASTATE

ACHIEVEMENT + LEADERSHIP

AWARDS

HOST
KRISTIN THORNE

HOST AND 5X EMMY-AWARD
WINNING INVESTIGATIVE
REPORTER

KEYNOTE

MIKE FLORIO
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
LONG ISLAND BUILDERS
INSTITUTE (LIBI)

01.29.25

6:00PM
The Heritage Club at Bethpage

99 Quaker Meeting House Road
Farmingdale NY

RichnerLIVE’s fourth annual R.E.A.L. Awards
will spotlight entrepreneurs, professionals,
and visionaries in Long Island’s real estate and
related industries who have achieved success
in their respective roles while also being
actively involved in community contributions
and advocacy.

PURCHASE TICKETS

richnerlive.com/realawards

A portion of
ticket proceeds .

will benefit a SCAN ME

local charity.

PRODUCED BY

 NAT] o
RICHNER
kWL

To sponsor or purchase a congratulatory ad,
contact Amy Amato at aamato@liherald.com
or 516.569.4000 Ext. 242

GOLD SPONSORS
DouglasElliman

HEE]] The Next Move Is Yours
HEATHERWOOD ’ PaykinLaw.Net

*MEET THE 2025 HONOREES*

REAL ESTATE DEAL OF THE YEAR

Joseph Farkas, Esq.
Chief Executive Officer and Founder
Metropolitan Realty Associates LLC

EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
Michael T. Puntillo

Managing Partner
PX4 Development

TOP ENGINEER
Stephen A. Hayduk, P.E.

Senior Principal
Hayduk Engineering LLC

INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS
IMEG

EXCELLENCE IN RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITY CITIZENSHIP
Christopher Capece

President
Heatherwood Luxury Rentals

PIONEER IN RESTORATION & RECOVERY

Jeremy Longo
General Manager
Belfor Property Restoration

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LEADERSHIP
Sheldon L. Shrenkel

Chief Executive Officer and Executive Director
Nassau County IDA

TOP MORTGAGE BROKER OF THE YEAR

Nicholas Ceccarini
President
Weatherstone Mortgage Corp.

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN EXCELLENCE
Willcy Zambrano, FAIA, LEED AP, NCARB

Founder and Design Principal in Charge
Zambrano Architectural Design, LLC

INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP & IMPACT

Patricia Oliva
Chief Executive Officer
Consumer Direct Title

INNOVATION IN LEGAL TECHNOLOGY
Alexander Paykin, Esq.

Managing Director and Owner
The Law Office of Alexander Paykin, P.C.

EXCELLENCE IN REAL ESTATE FINANCE

Vito Giannola
Executive Vice President & Chief Banking Officer
Provident Bank

KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGNER

OF THE YEAR

John Starck
President & Chief Executive Officer
Showcase Kitchens

EXCELLENCE IN REAL ESTATE & TITLE
LAW

Paula Parrino, Esq.
Chief Administrative Officer & Vice President of Operations
Nationwide Court Service

FATHER/SON POWER TEAM
Stanley H. & Kenneth Schuckman

Founder / President
Schuckman Realty

RISING STAR
Tiffany Balanoff

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Douglas Elliman

RISING STARS
Christopher J. Bisogno, P.E.

Project Manager
R&M Engineering

Brendan D’Loren
Partner
Terwilliger & Bartone

Georgina Rodriquez
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Signature Premier Properties

RESIDENTIAL

INTERIOR DESIGN
Joseph W. DeVito

Owner & Founder
White House Home

Madison Swenton
Owner
Madison Chic Homes

REAL ESTATE EXCELLENCE

Kevin D. Boone
NYS Licensed Salesperson
Keller Williams Realty of Greater Nassau

Dee Dee Brix
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
Compass

Nancy Cuite
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

Nicholas Sekela
Founder | Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Oasis Realty Group

Christina Volz
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

MORTGAGE

Michael S. Bauer
Office Director
Lighting Funding

COMMERCIAL

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

William Maxwell
Vice President
Whiting Turner Contracting

Joel Lipsky
Chief Executive Officer
Lipsky Construction

TAX CERTIORARI

Richard Cronin
Partner
Certilman Balin

LEGAL
John Anzalone, ESQ.

Partner
Harris Beach Murtha

Anthony C. Curcio, ESQ.
Managing Member
Curcio Law PLLC

RELOCATION
Robert Esposito

Founder
Relocators Service Inc.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Thomas Grech
President & CEO
Queens Chamber of Commerce

1287354

*List still in formation

SILVER SPONSORS
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Documenting Holocaust survivor stories

Cedarhurst resident leads effort to keep accounts alive
3

By MELISSA BERMAN

mberman@liherald.com

This year’s International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, on Jan. 27, will
mark 80 years since the liberation of
the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp, the largest of the German Nazi
concentration camps and extermina-
tion centers.

Over a period of 14 years beginning in
1982, the Second Generation of Long
Island a group of descendants of immi-
grants from Germany and other Europe-
an countries in the late 19th and 20th
centuries made a series of documents
focusing on Holocaust survivors and
their liberators. Cedarhurst resident Syd
Mandelbaum, the son of two survivors,
led the project after creating the organi-
zation in 1981.

“I founded Second Generation of
Long Island, Children of Holocaust Sur-
vivors,” Mandelbaum said. “I had just
come back from Israel, where I attended,
with my father, the First World Gather-
ing of Jewish Holocaust Survivors.”

Mandelbaum and others interviewed
survivors and camp liberators on Long
Island, in New York City and in Israel,
from 1982 to 1995.

“It’s a validation, this idea that I had
40 years ago, and we already have had
the most success in having the collection
widespread, and now (its) being housed
on Long Island is very important to me,”
Mandelbaum said. “This is very impor-
tant, as many of the subjects were Nas-
sau County residents.”

The Holocaust Memorial and Toler-
ance Center of Nassau County, in Glen
Cove, now own the rights to the digital
collection of documentaries.

“We’ve been using them and incorpo-
rating some of them into our own brief
stories,” the center’s executive director,
Bernard Furshpan, explained. “Right
now the museum is one of the members
of the coalition that (County Executive)
Bruce Blakeman put together to com-
memorate the 80th anniversary of the
end of World War I1.”

As the son of two Holocaust survivors
himself, Furshpan wants to keep these
stories alive. “As these liberators and
survivors are dying, there’s very few
left,” he said. “It’s an honor to keep the
legacies alive.”

Photos courtesy Syd Mandelbaum

Syd Mandelbaum, the son of two Holocaust survivors, left, interviewed another
survivor, Frances Purcell, former Nassau County executive and Malverne mayor, in
January 1985 for the Second Generation of Long Island documentaries.

There are 47 documentaries in total,
of 41 survivors and six liberators. The
average age of the survivors when they
were interviewed was 57, and they
recalled their experiences in vivid detail.

“In 1983, we starting donating our col-
lection to the Video Archive of Holo-
caust Testimony at Yale’s Sterling
Library,” Mandelbaum said. “In 1993,
when the United State Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum opened, our collection was
shared and housed there. In the past
decade, the collection was made avail-
able to the World War II Museum in New
Orleans and the Jewish Museum in War-
saw, Poland.”

In 1993, Mandelbaum flew to Los
Angeles and gave director Steven Spiel-
berg’s organization, the Shoah Visual
History Foundation, the documentaries
to get them started. Mandelbaum grant-
ed the Shoah Foundation permission to
use the collection in April 1995, when he
served as commissioner of the Nassau
County Commission on Human Rights.

Mandelbaum recalled a special inter-
view with Frances Purcell, a Holocaust
survivor and former Nassau County
executive and Malverne mayor, on Jan.
15, 1985. Purcell’s interview, along with
many others, took place at Lawrence
High School, in a small studio.

Holocaust survivor Joseph Mandelbaum, center, talked to German high school

students at Auschwitz.

“Our first interview was with my
father, Joseph, in the beginning of 1982,
and it was done by Doris Simon, who had
taken interviewing classes with us,”

HERALD
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Mandelbaum said. “We became very
good at this, and over the next 10 years
we had produced 40 documentaries.”

Dagmar Fodimab, 77, the daughter of
two survivors, shared the story of her
mother, Serena Stern, being on the first
transport to Auschwitz from Czechoslo-
vakia, in the spring of 1942. Fodimab, a
Woodmere resident, said she thought the
Second Generation of Long Island had a
very important mission.

“We felt that it would be important to
get documentation and testimony as the
survivors got older ...,” Fodimab said.
“In light of all the claims made, that (the
Holocaust) never happened, people want-
ed testimonies of people that were there
and to tell the true story. This did hap-
pen, and people have numbers on their
arms, and to tell the story of what the
Jewish people went through.”

Fodimab urged people to seek the
truth, especially given what is going on
in Israel now. “Our story has to be told,
and it’s most important the truth be
told,” she said. “There’s only one truth
when you talk about history. The truth
that what happened is not somebody’s
interpretation. These were facts from
people that survived.”

PusLic Norices

LEGAL NOTICE Cove, Nassau County,
NOTICE OF  PUBLIC New York (Section: 23;
HEARING Block: 11; Lots: 6-12,

license or sale of the | by the public during
Project Facility to the | business hours at the
Applicant or such other | offices of the Agency at

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a public hearing
pursuant to Section 859-a
of the General Municipal
Law, as amended, will be
held by the Glen Cove
Industrial  Development
Agency (the “"Agency”)
on the 28th day of
January, 2025, at 5:00
p.m., local time, at City
Hall, 2nd floor conference
room, 9-13 Glen Street,
City of Glen Cove, Nassau
County, New York, with
respect to the following

project:

115 GLEN STREET
PROPERTY OWNER, LLC,
a limited liability

company organized and
existing under the laws of
the State of Delaware and
qualified to do business in
the State of New York as
a foreign limited liability
company, on behalf of
itself and/or the principals
of 115 Glen Street
Property  Owner,  LLC
and/or an entity formed
or to be formed on behalf
of any of the foregoing
(collectively, the
“Applicant”), has
presented an application
for financial assistance
(the "Application”) to the

Agency, which
Application requests that
the  Agency  consider

undertaking a project (the
"Project”) consisting of
the following: (A)(1) the
acquisition of an interest
in an  approximately
22,093 square foot parcel
of land located at 115
Glen Street, City of Glen

134) (the “Land”), (2) the
construction ~ of  an
approximately 29,118
square foot building (the
"Building”) on the Land,
together  with  related
improvements  to  the

Land, including on-site
parking, and (3) the
acquisition  of  certain
furniture, fixtures,
machinery, equipment
and building materials
(the “Equipment”)

necessary for the
completion thereof
(collectively, the "Project
Facility”), all of the
foregoing for use by the
Applicant as a residential
rental facility consisting
of approximately twenty-
nine  (29)  residential
rental units, at least ten
percent (10%) of which
units shall be affordable
housing units (up to 80%
of area median income)
and at least ten percent
(10%) of which units shall
be  workforce housing
units (up to 130% of area
median income); (B) the
granting  of  certain
“financial assistance”
(within the meaning of
Section 854(14) of the
General Municipal Law)
with  respect to the
foregoing in the form of
potential exemptions or
partial exemptions from
real property taxes, sales
and use taxes and
mortgage recording taxes
(collectively, the
“Financial  Assistance”);
and (C) the lease (with an
obligation to purchase),

entity(ies) as may be
designated by  the
Applicant and  agreed
upon by the Agency.

The Project Facility would
be initially owned,
operated and/or managed
by the Applicant or such
other entity as may be
designated by  the
Applicant and  agreed
upon by the Agency (the
Applicant or such other
entity, collectively, the
“Company”).

The  Company  would
receive  the  Financial
Assistance  from  the
Agency in the form of
potential exemptions or
partial exemptions from
real property taxes, sales

and use taxes and
mortgage recording
taxes.

A representative of the
Agency will at the above-
stated time and place
hear and accept
comments  from all
persons with views with
respect to the Project and
the granting of the
Financial Assistance.
Interested  parties may
present their views both
orally and in writing with
respect to the Project and
granting of the Financial
Assistance.

Subject to applicable law,
copies of the Application,
which includes a
description  of  the
anticipated costs and
benefits of the Project,
are available for review

City Hall, 9-13 Glen
Street, Glen Cove, NY
11542 (from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 pm.  Monday
through Friday).  The
Application is also posted
on the Agency's website
at: www.glencoveida.org.
The Agency also
encourages all interested
parties to submit written
comments to the Agency
(for receipt by the Agency
no later than February 11,
2025 at 5:00 p.m.), which
will be included within
the public hearing record.
Any written comments
may be sent to Glen Cove
Industrial  Development
Agency, City Hall, 9-13
Glen Street, Glen Cove,
NY 11542, Attn:
Executive Director, and/or
via e-mail to
afangmann@glencovecda
.0rg.

The public hearing will be
streamed on the Agency’s
website in real-time and a
recording of the public
hearing will be posted on
the Agency’s website,
https://glencoveida.org/m
eeting-livestream/, all in
accordance with Section
857 of the New York
General Municipal Law,
as amended.

Dated: January 17,
2025

GLEN COVE INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
By:  Ann S. Fangmann
Executive Director

151045

Place a notice by phone at
516-569-4000 x232 or email:
legalnotices@liherald.com
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MarketPlace :
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DEMOLITION * JUNK REMOVAL + CLEANOUTS
POST CONSTRUCTION CLEANING

We Buy Antiques, Coins,
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business
Licensed and Bonded

Family Owned \\\\\\\III//,//

&0 ted

S5l NORTH SHORE [P Y Ty &2
Serving the = =
Since 1963

%, S
am 1\\\\

WE GUARANTEE ON TIME ARRIVAL

+ LOWEST PRICES « AIRPORT SERVICES (PICK-UP & DROP-OFF)
ALL AIRPORTS - BLACK CARS

» LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE . MULTI-LINGUAL DRIVERS

« LIRR SERVICES T0 AND FROM . 24 HOUR COURIER

MANHASSET & PORT WASHINGTON STATIONS g DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

516-627-6666

1261831

Removals ¢ Pruning ® Trimming
Hazard Tree Identification & Storm Damage Prevention
Grading & Lawn Installations

ALL PHASES OF TREE WORK
The Best Jor Less! ® Over 33 Years
Owner Operated by ISA Certified Arborist

FREE ESTIMATES 631-254-0045
GUARANTEED BEST PRICE!
AAACheapTree.com ® angieslist.com/review/243137

€ = Fully Lic/Ins #H2083620000

1252418

" We Rip-Out or Remove Anything & Everything! (immediate Cash Paid)
(Ummediate Cash Paid )
y We Clean It Up & Take It Away! et P
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SY L- Lee
516-538-1125 AnTiQues
strongarmcontractingli.com 3 www.syl-leeantiques.com
FREE ESTIMATES & REASONABLE RATES & 516-671-6464 1283672
WE BUY & SELL GOLF CLUBS
ome in and trade your old
clubs for cash!!!
PAINTING « PAPER HANGING
FAUX FINISHING « POWER WASHING
INTERIOR # EXTERIOR 8
516.759.2107 5

blaCk Brian E. Pickering
forest

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

works

RIVER CRUISE VACATIONS
Experience the beauty and history of the St. Lawrence & Ottawa Rivers
on a classic Canadian riverboal. Request our free travel brochure.

1-800-267-7868 www.StLawrenceCruiseLines.com

53 Ontario 5t., Sulte 200, Kingston, ON KTL2Z4  moo emseadn

AUTHORIZED
LIONEL DEALER

BUY & SELL
e ELECTRIC
TR e

TRAINS
NEW+OLD * PRE & POSTWAR * MODERN

IONEL + MTH + ATLAS
631.909.2970
460 COUNTY RD.111
MANORVILLE
OPEN 7 DAYS

EXIT 70 - LIE SOUTH
KING KULLEN PLAZA

SEE OUR NEW OPERATING DISPLAY

ELECTRICIAN

CALL THE TROUBLESHOOTING EXPERTS!
For All Your Electrical Jobs!

SINCE 1988 A+ Rated Member BBB Lic./Ins. Free Estimates

10% OFF

for all other work w/ad
(Not to exceed $200)

"
|
1
|
1
1
|
1
|
|
|
|
1

J

$200 OFF

Service Upgrades
I Exp. 2/28/25
'8 Not to be combined with any other offer. J

Ceiling Fans ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Lighting
Generators Pools/Spas * Bath Exhaust Fans
Attic Fans ¢ Service Upgrades & More!

FIELACK ELECTRIC 516-932-7900

www.fielackelectric.com (25HD)
1285589

1286756

WIREMAN/CABLEMAN

=
]

¢ Flat TVs Mounted e All Wires Hidden =]
¢ High Definition Television Antennas Installed ., ;
e Camera & Stereo Systems Installed & Serviced

¢ Telephone Jacks, Cable TV Extensions

=
oF
& Computer Wiring Installed & Serviced Veterans
e Surround Sound/Sound Bars 10% Off
e Commercial & Residential Repairs FREE
_Estimates

CALL DAVE davewireman.com
Lic 54264-RE

516-433-9473 (WIRE)
HANDYMAN All Work Guaranteed

631-667-9473 (WIRE)
516-353-1118 (TEXT)  SERVICES  credit Cards Accepted

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane

Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

1279030

|

INSECT & DISEASE MANAGEMENT
FERTILIZATION & SOIL CARE

PRUNING « CABLING & BRACING

516-334-0648
bartlett.com

" BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907

345 Union Avenue
Westbury, N

The F. A RBartiett Tree £

Are you raising a grandchild, young relative or
~child of a family friend in the absence

| -:_\‘, of the biological parents?
p 9 Then you’re a Kinship Caregiver!
o B il

Want to keep your family healthy and safe?
NYS Kinship Navigator can help.

NYS Kinship Navigator provides information, referral and assistance with
financial needs, legal options, school enrollment, kinship law and other resources.

Help is just a phone call away.

877-454-6463

TTY: NY Relay 711 or 800-421-1220 %
nysnavigator.org ®
&
—
i 8
ic Ch You?
Oy, v
oF g J"-'n ks A7 ui | Office of Children X
Pl ol Cemanit oty et | and Family Services |0 | =] N.".J;:_'_ tor

TO ADVERTISE
ON THIS PAGE

PLEASE CALL
516-569-4000 ext. 286
OR EMAIL ereynolds@liherald.com




et’s make kindness a priority in
our lives, not simply a one-time
deed, as we start a new year full
of opportunities and commit-
ments. As a lifelong Glen Cover and a
teacher for 34 years, I have seen first-
hand how compassion can foster positive
change and improve communities.
Despite its seeming simplicity, com-
passion has a big
impact. In an

m increasingly
/1 ' divided world,
§ % choosing kindness
[ o = is a powerful act
| ‘; . of resistance
37 &cﬁ' againstnegativity.
1 7 Accordingtoa
LI " recent Mayo Clin-

ic study, doing
good deeds can
lower stress,
improve mental
health and even
improve physical
health. In other words, kindness benefits
both the giver and the recipient.
Countless acts of kindness have
shaped our Glen Cove community. The
work of NOSH Delivers, which provides
weekly assistance to more than 600 local
families in need, is a poignant example.
No family goes hungry because of this
fantastic charity. Similarly, 50 families
received complete Thanksgiving feasts,
and more than 100 children received
warm winter jackets, thanks to the city

PAMELA
PANZENBECK

OPINIONS
In the new year, choose kindness

Building Department’s food and clothing
drive.

As an honored member of the Glen
Cove Rotary and the Ladies Ancient
Order of Hibernians, I have seen how
these amazing organizations exemplify
the giving spirit. The Rota-

seven days every year, is equally inspira-
tional. Her steadfast dedication serves as
areminder that small deeds of kindness
can spread compassion and hope.
Whether it’s supporting people affect-
ed by cancer, commemorating our veter-
ans or lending a helping

ry has raised money for I hand to needy families,
Cove Animal Rescue, as kindness is what binds our
well as a local family with h € W0 rk community together. “We
a child battling cancer, and Of N OSH can’t help everyone, but
hosts Project Warmth, in everyone can help some-
w}ﬁich 1}(ica1 chil;lren are Delivers and one,”lt;)rmer Presigen‘;l
taken shopping for new - Ronald Reagan said. Those
coats, hats and other neces- th € B ul | d I ng words are a potent remind-
sary winter items. The Depa rtment set er that even tiny deeds of

LAOH frequently makes
donations to the food pan-
tries at local churches, and
recently to the Glen Cove
Boys & Girls Club and the
Senior Center. These programs show
how empathy and a sense of community
can have a big impact on meeting urgent
needs.

Looking ahead, the spirit of kindness
will shine at the fourth annual Tribute
and Honor Foundation Awards and Glen
Cove CARES’ February fundraiser,
marking 28 years of support for those
affected by cancer. These events high-
light the courage and generosity of those
who uplift others and strengthen our
community. Eva Casale, of Glen Cove,
who, along with Team EVA — Every Vet-
eran Appreciated — supports veterans
groups by running seven marathons in

apt examples.

kindness can have a signifi-
cant impact.

Throughout my years as
a business and computer
education instructor in
Levittown, I frequently urged my pupils
to approach their studies and relation-
ships with empathy and compassion.
“Success is about how you treat people
along the way, not just about reaching
your goals,” I told them. Those lessons
are still applicable today as we strive to
build a culture that values kindness as
much as accomplishment.

It’s important to remember that being
kind doesn’t equate to being weak. Con-
versely, it calls for fortitude and purpose.
According to author and journalist
Peggy Noonan, “simple consistency is
part of courage.” Being kind entails
being truthful, establishing limits, and

acting to encourage others, even when
doing so is difficult or inconvenient.

As we begin 2025, I encourage every-
one in Glen Cove to adopt a “kindness
first” mindset. Whether it’s checking in
on an elderly neighbor, supporting local
businesses or volunteering for a commu-
nity organization, there are countless
ways to make a difference. Remember,
kindness is contagious; a single act can
inspire a ripple effect that transforms
lives.

We must teach kindness to our chil-
dren. Online harassment and hate
speech underscore the importance of
leading by example with compassion
and respect. When we unite to nurture
empathetic and understanding individu-
als, kindness will endure as a corner-
stone of our community.

Glen Cove’s warmth and compassion
have always defined us as a community.
This year, let’s continue setting a strong
example, demonstrating the transforma-
tive power of kindness. As we face chal-
lenges and opportunities ahead, recall
Margaret Thatcher’s wise words: “Watch
your habits, for they become your char-
acter. And watch your character, for it
becomes your destiny.”

Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and
kind new year. Remember to live by the
Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you
would have others do unto you.”

Pamela Panzenbeck is the mayor of
Glen Cove.

We need the Department of Education

he U.S. Department of Education
was established as a cabinet-level
agency in October 1979 by Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, and officially
began operations in May 1980. For nearly
45 years, the department has soldiered
past many attempts to break it apart, or
disband it altogether, most notably by
conservative poli-
ticians who believe
that the federal
agency oversteps
states’ rights.
While calls to
do away with the
agency have per-
sisted through the
early 21st century,
the effort has
never been suc-
cessful, and here’s
why: Many educa-
tors, parents, advo-
cacy groups and
politicians on both sides of the aisle sup-
port a federal role in education to ensure
equity and civil rights enforcement.
I'm not an educator or a politician, but
I can tell you this: Education, and at the
very least a high school diploma, is imper-
ative to one’s success in life. What’s even
more important is that the Department of
Education has played a vital role in mak-
ing access to education possible for count-

JORDAN
VALLONE

less people, ensuring that opportunities
for learning and growth are within reach
for all.

The DOE oversees and coordinates
national education policies, but it also
works closely with state and
local governments to assess
needs on a state-by-state
basis.

There are many avenues
on which I could diverge to
highlight some of the
department’s key compo-
nents, but I'll focus on just a
few things, the first being
Title I — the largest federal
education program, which
is aimed at improving the
academic achievement of
disadvantaged students. It
provides financial assistance to schools
and districts with high percentages of
children from low-income families.

Over the years, Title I has garnered
bipartisan support, because both Demo-
crats and Republicans recognize the need
to address education inequities. Debates
have arisen over funding distribution and
outcome measurement, but Title I
remains a central component of federal
education policy because of its critical
role in supporting vulnerable students.

The DOE also oversaw the implementa-
tion of the landmark Individuals with

s hutting it
down would

have profound
consequences
for students all
over the nation.

Disabilities Education Act, signed into
law by President George H.W. Bush in
1990. In simplest terms, the act guaran-
tees free, appropriate public education for
students with disabilities, and also pro-
vides them with specific
protections and resources,
like individualized educa-
tion plans.

The act stretches beyond
primary and secondary edu-
cation, also requiring
schools to help students
transition from high school
to postsecondary education,
employment or independent
living.

I'm detailing all of this
because I, like many others,
find it extremely alarming
that President-elect Donald Trump has
once again vowed to shut down the
Department of Education.

He first proposed to do so during his
2016 presidential campaign, but even his
own secretary of education during his
first term, Betsy DeVos, didn’t see that
idea through.

The DOE has faced its share of woes
over the course of seven presidencies, and
yet it steadfastly continues its work. Shut-
ting it down isn’t just a matter of politics
— it’s a decision that would have pro-
found consequences for students across

the nation.

If Trump succeeds in dismantling the
department in his second term, the tran-
sition would likely cause massive disrup-
tions in services, negatively impacting
students. Ninety percent of all K-12 stu-
dents in the U.S. are publicly educated,
due to education’s accessibility and wide-
spread availability, and who would we be,
as a nation, if we took that accessibility
away?

I've said this many times, and I'll say it
again: If you voted for Trump because
you believe in his vision for America,
that’s fine, and it’s your right as an Amer-
ican.

Putting that aside, however, I now ask
you to think about students — perhaps
even your children — and what the shut-
down of a massively important depart-
ment could mean.

The Department of Education exists to
ensure that education is not a privilege
for few, but rather a right for everyone,
and to close it down would risk reversing
decades of progress. Rather than disman-
tle it, we should be focused on strengthen-
ing it for generations to come, prioritizing
children, their futures, and the promise
of opportunity for all.

Jordan Vallone is a senior editor of the
Herald Community Newspapers. Com-
ments? Juallone@liherald.com.
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HERALD EDITORIAL
Abandoning fact-checking is dangerous

eta, the tech giant behind

Facebook, Instagram and

Threads, announced a signif-

icant policy shift last week:
It will no longer employ independent
fact-checkers to monitor and flag false
content on its platforms.

While the company says it will contin-
ue to remove illegal activity, hate speech
and explicit material, the abandonment
of fact-checking signals an alarming
retreat from the fight against misinfor-
mation and disinformation. The deci-
sion isn’t just a step backward — it is a
surrender that carries grave conse-
quences for the future of public dis-
course, democracy and social cohesion.

We have seen the potential for misin-
formation to destabilize our society.
From conspiracy theories about election
fraud to false narratives about coronavi-
rus vaccines, unchecked falsehoods have
exacerbated a public health crisis, deep-
ened our political polarization and even
been the cause of violence.

Meta’s platforms have often been cen-
tral to the spread of such misinforma-
tion, because its algorithms often pro-
mote and prioritize it. The company’s
decision to abandon fact-checking sig-
nals that it is no longer willing to bear
the responsibility of combating this
dangerous trend, leaving a vacuum that
bad actors at home and abroad are likely
to exploit.

The announcement comes at a time
when public trust in crucial institutions
like the courts and the media is already
at a historic low. By stepping away from
fact-checking, Meta is essentially declar-
ing that truth is a relative concept in the
digital age. This dangerous idea has dire
implications.

If platforms as influential as Face-
book and Instagram refuse to differenti-
ate between fact and fiction, the lines
between credible information and out-

LETTERS

‘The Postal Service continues to

adapt and innovate’

To the Editor:

Last week, the U.S. Postal Service held a meeting with
the Long Island Postal Customer Council, a gathering that
brought together local commercial mailers, business part-

ners and industry professionals.

The spotlight of the meeting was the Postal Service’s
10-year transformation plan, Delivering for America. This
ambitious initiative aims to modernize the postal network,
enhance service across all mail and shipping categories,
and restore long-term financial sustainability. Attendees
had the opportunity to understand how this plan has been
positively impacting businesses across Long Island.

As part of the Delivering for America plan, the Postal

and-out lies and conspiracy theories will
blur even further. This will inevitably
empower those who benefit from sowing
chaos and confusion, whether they are
political extremists, foreign actors, or
profit-driven disinformation peddlers.

The broader context of Meta’s deci-
sion is equally troubling. Over the past
few years, tech companies have faced
increasing scrutiny and pressure from
both ends of the political spectrum.
Some conservatives have accused plat-
forms of censorship, particularly in
high-profile cases like Facebook’s sus-
pension of then President Donald
Trump following the Jan. 6 Capitol
attack. Republicans in Congress and
conservative courts have cast social
media moderation as government over-
reach and an attack on free speech.

But Meta’s retreat from fact-checking
is not a victory for free speech; it is a
capitulation to chaos. Free speech
thrives in an environment where truth
and accountability prevail. Local news-
papers, which are committed to objec-
tive journalism, continue to fact-check
and be a source of fairness and truth,
but platforms without that commitment
become echo chambers for lies, propa-
ganda and hate. The removal of guard-
rails does not level the playing field; it
tilts it in favor of those who manipulate
information for power or profit.

This creates a toxic environment in
which hate speech and antisemitism
flourish, as recent trends have shown.
Marginalized groups, often the primary
targets of such rhetoric, will bear the
brunt of the harm.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center, a Jew-
ish global human rights organization,
stated that it is “deeply concerned”
about the decision.

“This reckless move disregards the
immense responsibility social media
companies bear in protecting vulnerable

communities and mitigating the spread
of harmful and dangerous ideologies,”
the center said in a statement. “History
has repeatedly shown that online hate
does not remain confined to the digital
realm — it manifests in tragic offline
consequences.”

By abandoning its responsibility to
curb misinformation, Meta risks alien-
ating users and advertisers who value
trustworthy, safe online spaces. In a
world where lies often spread faster
than truth, elections can be swayed by
disinformation campaigns, public
health initiatives can be derailed by con-
spiracy theories and trust in scientific
and journalistic institutions can erode
beyond repair.

The question of who bears responsi-
bility for curbing misinformation in the
digital age is complex, but Meta’s deci-
sion sets a dangerous precedent. If one
of the most influential companies in the
world believes it can abdicate this
responsibility without consequences,
other platforms are likely to follow. This
may well create a domino effect in
which the internet devolves into a free-
for-all of unchecked falsehoods and
extremism.

We must demand better. Governments
and regulators must step in where com-
panies such as Meta have stepped back,
enforcing stricter rules about misinfor-
mation and holding platforms account-
able for the content they amplify. Non-
governmental organizations and inde-
pendent watchdogs must also play a role
in promoting digital literacy and fact-
checking.

Meta’s retreat from that crucial
responsibility is more than a corporate
decision; it is a warning sign. If we fail
to act, the world Meta is helping to cre-
ate could be one in which truth, account-
ability and even democracy itself are
the casualties.
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s county executive, I have
refused to make Nassau a sanc-
tuary county, held the line on
taxes even as inflation went
through the roof, and brought a com-
mon-sense approach to important issues
that affect Nassau families. The recent
awards our coun-
ty has received,
including being
named the safest
county in Ameri-
caby U.S. News &
World Report and
the best county to
live in New York
by Niche maga-

BRUCE A.

zine, are a testa-
ment to those
BLAKEMAN unwavering prin-
ciples.
Earning the

distinction of
being the best New York county to live
in can be directly attributed to our safe

OPINIONS
Safety and affordability must be Nassau’s priorities

building on this success in the years to
come while protecting our residents’

quality of life from extremist politicians

in Albany.

Being named the safest
county in America reflects
the hard work of law
enforcement, the strength
of our emergency-
response teams, and our
investments in public safe-
ty. An increased police
presence in Nassau Coun-
ty communities is crucial
to maintaining that safety.
Since taking office, I have
sworn in 291 new police
officers and 147 new cor-
rection officers and deputy
sheriffs.

While some local governments across

the nation are defunding their police,
the County Legislature and my office
are investing in law enforcement while
providing the best training, tools and

|
eing
named the
safest county in
America reflects
the hard work of
law enforcement.

Training Village to ensure that our
police officers continue to receive top-
tier training to protect and serve Nas-
sau families.

Protecting public safety
also means protecting our
residents from the emerg-
ing threat of drones. The
county utilizes an
advanced system that is
well ahead of the curve in
detecting and tracking
drones. I have granted
authorization to the Nas-
sau County Police Depart-
ment to neutralize drones
that threaten the public,
ensuring the safety of resi-
dents. I am also demanding
that the federal government share
advanced drone-mitigation technology
with local police so that we can redirect
drones and effectively control our air-
space.

As we celebrate all of our achieve-

Slate law is a pro-criminal, misguided
policy that allows criminals to have
their records sealed after committing
serious crimes. This law undermines

the safety of residents by allowing crim-

inals to avoid accountability, and mak-
ing it harder for law enforcement to
track repeat offenders. I encourage you
to contact the governor and your state
legislators to tell them that it is wrong!

From Clean Slate to cashless bail and
sanctuary laws, New York state is head-
ed in the wrong direction, while Nassau

County is headed in the right direction.
It continues to thrive as the safest and

best place to live because of our unwav-
ering commitment to public safety and

quality of life. As we face challenges, we

must remain vigilant and proactive.
Together we can safeguard our commu-
nities from misguided policies and
enhance the quality of life for all Nas-
sau families. Let us champion what is
right for our communities, a safe and
prosperous Nassau County for genera-
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resources to effectively protect residents tions to come.

and their families. We plan to go further

neighborhoods, world-class programs
and facilities, and strong economic

ments, we must also remain vigilant
against policies that could undermine

opportunities. We are committed to

by building a state-of-the-art Police

LETTERS

Service has introduced several new
products and services aimed at help-
ing businesses thrive. From USPS
Ground Advantage, a ground ship-
ping solution that provides an afford-
able and reliable way to send packag-
es in the U.S., to USPS Connect Local,
which gives small to medium-sized
businesses access to low-cost, same-
day/next-day package delivery to
local customers in their neighbor-
hood.

We’re giving businesses of all sizes
the benefits of USPS’s optimized net-
work.

USPS offers transparent pricing
with no hidden surcharges, and
Informed Delivery, a free service that
gives customers a preview of mail
and packages scheduled to arrive
soon, and the ability to set package
tracking notifications and schedule
email reminders for important mail
pieces.

At the meeting, satisfied industry
partners and business professionals
shared their experiences, highlight-
ing how the Postal Service has
enabled them to connect affordably
with their customers — especially
during a period in which business
costs are continually escalating.

As the Postal Service continues to
adapt and innovate, it remains a
trusted partner for businesses on
Long Island and across the nation.

AMY GIBBS
USPS strategic communications specialist
Melville

Nassau County’s
official paper is
the Post?

To the Editor:

The Press Club of Long Island,
the local chapter of the Society of
Professional Journalists, believes
that Nassau County’s decision to
replace Newsday with the New York
Post as its official paper is a disser-
vice to residents.

The decision is also an attack on
a free press, viewed by political
observers and journalists as punish-
ing Newsday for its watchdog cover-
age, the essence of journalism’s mis-
sion.

Public notices are meant to
inform, but fewer readers of the
Post in this region mean fewer peo-
ple will see them. Newsday’s strong
local readership and deep connec-
tion to Long Island ensure that criti-
cal information reaches the commu-
nity. The Post, with limited ties to
Nassau County, lacks the local
insight and audience necessary to
fulfill this responsibility.

This shift jeopardizes transparen-
cy and public engagement. Resi-
dents deserve a publication that
reflects their needs and understands
their community.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Press Club of Long Island

our progress. Gov. Kathy Hochul’s Clean

Bruce Blakeman is the county executive.
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In the distance, the Himalayas’ Annapurna range — Nepal
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